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Univerfal Hiftory, 

FROM T H E 


Earlieft Accounts, to the Prefent Time. 


C H A P. VI. 

The Hiftory of the Phoenicians. 

SECT. I. 

The Dcftription of P Lattice. 

T HE tracl we commonly call Phoenicia, is more ac¬ 
curately termed Phocnice. 

Whence it borrowed the name, is not determined. Umt 
Some derive it from one Fhccnix*; others' 1 , from the Greek 
word Phirmix, lignifying a palm, or 1 date , as it that tree 
remarkably abounded in this country. Some again fup- 
pofe L that Phcenicc is originally a tranflation of the He¬ 
brew word Eihjin , from the Edomites, who tied hither ill 
the days of David. By the contraflion of Canaan it was 
alfo called Chna, anil anciently Rhabbothin, and Col¬ 
pitis d (A). The Jews commonly iiamfd it Canaan 1 ; 

though 

a Syncel. p. 152. b Citron, Alex. p. ij8. c Sir liiiac 

Newton's Chron. of Anc. Kingd. amended. d Steph. Byzanr. 
ad vocem 1 n.v, 1 Vide Matt. xv. 22, 

(A) This lull name is a fen, by changing the Hebrew 
tranflation of the fu ll. Rab- tf into the Greek r, comes rab- 
bvtfvn is, in Hebrew, a great boten , and, with a little va- 
gulp !, or bay. From rabbet- riation, rhabbethin. KsAtr®-, 

Vol.II. B colfH 
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T'i'e H'jhny of the Flovnhuins. 

though fomc part of it, at leaft, they knew by the name 
of SyrnphaeAire '> (15). Such were tlie names peculiar to 
this fm', ill Country; though Plucnicc was fumelimcs ex¬ 
tern] cil to all the maritime countries of Syria and Judaea, 
and Canaan to the Philiilincs c , und even to the Airtale- 
kites. On the contrary, thefe two names, and the reft, 
were rnnft gcneully fwallowed up by tliofe of Palelline 
and Syria (C). 

Tlie proper Plnunicc, as far ns we can gather front 
the ancient geographers, lay betw een the rgtli and ;6th 
degrees ot north latitude; bounded tiy Svri.i on the north 
and the call, hv Judaea on the foutli, ami by the Mediter¬ 
ranean on the weft. i here is fnine iliftgteement airicrtg 
authors with rOpecl to the iinnhern limits of this tinun- 
tr\. Ptolemy ltiftkcs the river JCkuthcrus the boundary 
"! Pluvntte to the north ; hut Pliny Mela % and .St.~- 
ph,.nn:s, pkiee it in the i 11 and o! Aradus, lying north of 
'em Ntiabo oliteives, liiat fume will have the 
(vVv! kh uir:' res to he rhe boundary of Seleucis, on the 
eh "i Plus-nice and Codcfyria h On the coalt of Phce- 
'iv e- : ml loniii of the river iilcurherua, flood the follow¬ 
ed i ‘*'e : Siniyr.i, Orlhulut, iripnlis, Jlotrys, llyblus, 
P.ila le, h! us, iierytus, Si, Ion, Sareptu, Tyros, ' Pakvtyrus. 
■■"mvre e, im 'Hremeil by Pliny and Mela as Handing at a 
enall dni.mvc bom the river iileutherus. Strabo calls it 
i vniera, u *hkdi >" iuppoied to be a mi (lake. Next to 
Sieivri, Pony amt e-iehi place Marathos, which tlie lattei 
ues a ie.i, oi. teiue note; hut neither Ptolemy nor Strabo 
I-'”- notice o: it. Ortl.nl, 4 , or Orthofia.s, is mentioned 
Ov J toieiny, Stiabo, Pliny, a lit} the author of the firll 
tiook of tlie Maccabees a. 


: Mark viii. ? C. 
Mcln. lib. ii, c.ip. 7, 


Zpplian, j;. 1 . l*lin. lib. v, cap. zo.. 

Strabo, iib. xvi. p. riS. K 1 MaccaU 


ip'/tk-, is Greek alio for a h.y 
u i l 5 v *liLiice it apjjL-.ii-, 

fii'.it .e4h/y t , or ivtpucs, it, i 
u.tnli.iunn ,,f .-l.abhathin. 

v luppukd, tiMr 

vnr bordcrus, both upon ; 1 , 
Plurnieun and Syiian f u U- 
u 1 rL railed by the common. 
1 1:sn 1 c- i»i S\ icjphoenici.'ins, ;ls 
p.wT.iking equally or' both na¬ 
tion's, 

(L) Or lather PhccniLe, Pa- 
ieftine, and Syria, were jnu- 


tnjleuoiidy tifed lor each other,, 
and pai tie id. 11 !y till* two lormcr. 
Phamice and P./idl'me, fays 
^■■jihamis ]>) z,ar.: iniiu, wcic 
ihc I.irne. A. m*' Pnim, v. c 
have already nbfuvcd rh.it, in 
ii& largeP extent, it fu mu. Limes 
comj)i eh end t d Phtrnice and 
Ccx'lelyria. Herodotus plainly 
toniounds thefe three names ; 
wc nican, ufes one for the 
oilier indifferently. 


Si doll 
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The Hiftory of the Phoenicians. 

Sidnn we may properly enough call the metropolis of sidon. 
Jflnx-nicc, lince it Teems to have been the oldeft city of 
this part, borrowing its name from ttidnn, the deleft Ton 
of Canaan, by whom it is faid to have been built (D). 

It was Touted on the Tea-Tide, and provided with a fummer 
and winter harboLftr' (E), or one much more land-locked nr 
inclofed than the other ; but this we take to be a mif- 
takc(F) that may be tolerably accounted for (G). It is 
now called Seyde. 

Tyre, anciently Sor (TI), is commonly called the Tyre* 
daughter of Sidon, and ltood alfo upon the Tea, two 

hundred 

l Acini. Tat. apud. Relarnl. Palafltr. illullr. 

(D) Trngus derives the that now the Hopping have no 
name lrom a Phoenician word, other flicker than a Imull ledge 
fulon Tignilying a fijb\ and of rocks, about a mile tlilhmt 
this opinion JBochart gives in- lrom rhe fhore, on the north 
to ; Tor Scid, the name of this Tide ut the city. 

city at prefent, is as wc may (F; It is obl'evved that Sido 
render it, a jijluig-pbu'c. The man and Tyrian were lyno- 
Tame Borhart Teems to doubt nimnully uTed. Wheihii ot 
whether or no Canaan’s Ton no the Teeming miLlakc, here 
was called Sidon ; tor, by that noted, may not have arik n 
name, Mules meant, aecoid- from Tome fuch ufage, wc leave 
ing to him, the city itlclt, de- the reader to judge, 
noting thereby the tather ut (Gj It is at this day pretty 
the Sidonians, or the founder well flocked with inhabitants, 
ot tlut city, uhatfoever his but much fl riink trom it* un- 
name was; but why the name eient exccut and fplendor, as 
nt the elded Ton Ihould be appears trom the veiiigv ■> ot the 
puffed over, and the left fpe- ancient city that arc lett (i). 
niicd, is what wc are not able (H) From hence this city 
to conceive. Olliers again de- came to be culled Surra by the 
rive the name ol ihir city trom Latins, and not nom Jar, a 
Sida, the daughrer, as they fij/.’, as Scrvius upon Virgil 
pretend, of Bel us. intimates. From hence alio, 

(E) We find no mention lay they, is derived Tyre; it 
made ol a double harbour by being the Syrian way to con- 
any ot the mod accurate tra- vcit the t !\ ur f into /; Tj 
velJers and gengraphci s, whci e- that the Syi ians pronounced it 
as there are flill viliblc m.uku Toi, Tur, Tyi ; anil hence 
ot this at Tyre. This city the Greeks, adding their ter- 
had a mole, till l accardine, (lie ruination, tonned Typo;, in 
emir ut the Drufcs, demolilhed Latin, ■ iyru\. Some pretend 
it, to tree hiinleir from the vi- that this city gave name to the 
lits ut the Tin kith gallies ; To whole country of Syria ; and 

(■) Vide Muumh sdl’s Journey from Aleppo to Jciufalem. 

B - that 



T!:r Hi/fory of the Phoenicians. 

hundred ftadia, nr furlongs, to the fouthward of Pidon. 
T-'ii mufl be dillinguiflied into three different cities in 
order of time* ; as Tyre on the continent, or Parle-lyrus 
(old Tyre), Tvre on the illaiid, and Tyre on the penin- 
ful.i, after the ifland was joined to the main land (1). It 
had two havens (K), one looking towards .Sidon, the 
other towards Egypt 1 . This city, including Paltetyrus, 
was nineteen thoufand paces in circumference (L); but 
by it fell”, only twenty-two furlongs, or not quite three of 
our miles” 1 ; which is even allowing it toiifiderably too 
much, if uur modern accounts may be relied on (M). 

However, 

Vide TV.a P.r. illuftr. vol. ii. ad vocfin Tyrus. 1 Strabo.' 

as. xvi - p. 757. " Pint. Hill. Nut. lib. v. cap. 15: 


t! 11 Svrhi, Tytia, end Aiiy- 
ria, ue.r indiilcrentlv ufurped 
t >ir rail o'lier; to which 
■; iaion \vc rannor .,'hnr. Tlii, 
; i: e age .lies a n, /■ ; ter ir 
it nod . pun tvii-.t may be called 

a JO: 

(1) There v, r-re tnur ditfer- 
int plates in l’luraice which 
1) a ■■ rhe name of Tare. 

k . riu lc ucit foi med In 
1 ' : riiir.ui, which uhnrd the 
I'l.md 10 the in in land, and 
were called, the one Open, and 
rhe mher Chile. The former 
looked toward. Egypt, was the 
moil fouthern of the two, and 
iceordingly railed the Egyp¬ 
tian pun. The Shaiif Edryly 
lays, that one ui ilitfe p.nts 
had an arch over the entrance 
nr it, through which the Ihip- 
piug julical ; and that ir was 
toioficJ with a chain drawn 
aeroli it. Thefc hays, or 
ports, are dill pretty large, and, 
in pan, defended from the 
ocean, each by a long ridge, 
relent tiling a muic, iJretchir.g 
directly out on Loth fidcs from 
the head of the ifland: but 
whether theie ridges are walls 
nr rucks is uncertain; it is 


rood likely, however, that they 
arc walls. 

(I.) From hence it Teems 
plain, iliac Tyre on the iihtnd, 
ami old Tyre on the main, 
were confiilered as but one 
city, after the ilthmus was 
thrown up between them ; and 
pollibly they may have had 
buildings contiguous to each 
other, Jr Pliny’s numbcis 
arc tight, the old city mini 
have been by much the muff 
Lxrenfive part of the whole, 
and efpccially as the place 
appeals at this day. Accord¬ 
ing to Pliny, the iihmd was hut 
feven hundred paces from the 
continent; whereas Strabo 
fays it was thirty lJadia, or 
fomevvhat better than three of 
our miles, from Palrctyrus; 
and according to the lame geo¬ 
grapher, Tyre vvaj wholly an 
bland, alter the fame manner 
as Aradits, excepting the aiti- 
fi.ial irthmus, which tormed 
it into a peninfula. 

(M) By them it appears 
that Tyre itfelf was but a fmall 
city in extent, though it co¬ 
vered the whole iihmd ; and 
the fcanttuefs of their ground 



The Hiftory of the Phoenicians . 

However, it appears that this furious emporium was 
never of very great extent. It could extend its walls no 
farther than the holders of the illand *, for this reafon 
they built their boufes very lofty, with many different 
lloric?. The buildings of this city, in general, were fpa- 
cioi:» and magnificent ; and alcove the reft appeared the 
temples built by Hiram to Jupiter, Hercules, and Aftarte" 1 . 
The walls of Tyre were a hundred and fifty feet high, 
proportionally broad, and firmly built of large blocks of 
floue, bound together with white plaiier n . It is now 
called Sur O). 

Arad us (l*) w as not, ftriftly fpeaVing, a city of Phccniec, 
but an inland city, like Tyre, and ftood oppolite to the 
font hern limits of the fca-coaft of Syria. That the Phoe¬ 
nicians, however, reckoned this city as a part of their 


m Menand. £ r Dius apud Jofeph. Antiq. lib. viii. cap. 2. 5 r 
apud eund. contra Apion, lil). ii. n Arrian dc E rpedit. 
Alex. Mag. lib. ii. 


was doubrlcfs what induced 
them to raile their buildings fo 
high ; 11 method they would 
othetwife have avoided, for 
fear of earthquakes, which had 
threatened them with deduc¬ 
tion. At prefent [he illand 
appears to have been, in its 
natural Hate, of a circular 
form, hardly containing forty 
acres of ground; and the 
foundations of the wall which 
furrounded it are Hill to be 
feen at the utinofi margin of the 
land. It then it be true, that 
the whole circuit of the old 
and new Tyre amounted to 
nineteen thou fond paces, or 
nineteen Roman miles, and 
that they were didant from 
each other but thirty-three 
lladia, or three of the fame 
miles and three quarters, it 
mu ft be evident that the old 
city Hood upon much more 
ground than the new. A good 
part of the illand was made 
ground, as we call it (1). 

(1) See Maundrell. 


(O It in now a mere Babel 
of broken walls, pillar?, vaulrs, 
&c. there being no inch thing 
as one entire houfe leu. Its 
prefer t inhabitants are a tew 
-poor wretches, who harbour in 
vaults, and fu b ii if ch icily by 
11 filing. 

;P) Bochart takes this, and 
that part ot the continent 
oppofire to it, to be the feat of 
the Canaanitifh tribe called 
Arvadires; and we arc very 
much inclined to fubferibe to 
his judgment upon this head. 
'! hr I Hand of Aradus is about 
twenty ftadiu, or two Roman 
min .md a h ilr from the foore, 
and -baur feven-eighths ot it 
Roman mile in circun.Hence. 
The buildings were like ihofe 
ofTvre, many Holies high 2). 
By the fame pen we are told, 
that the Arabians, when beheg- 
ed, could, by the help of long 
tubes, draw up frelli water 
from the bottom of the lea. 

(2) Strabo, lib, xvi, 

B 1 


Arcuiutm 


rr\’i in fi*if 
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The Hijlory of the Phoenicians. 

country, is plain from the authors wc have quoted above. 
There are fomc remains of it Bill extant (QJ. 

Tripoli, on the fea-coaB of the continent, derived its 
origin from the joint contribution of the three cities before 
mentioned, Nidon, Tyre, and Aradtis. Accordingly, it 
was compofed at firft of three diitinct 'cities, a furlong 
dift.mt from each other, inhabited by three different 
draughts or colonies, hut all within one common iuclo- 
fure or wall K . It is Hill a conhderable place (R), and 
hears its old name. 

15 v bl us is reported to have been the fir ft city built itt 
this country; init whether we are here to umlent.ind the 
Byblus which flood on the lea, or the Old Uyblus (Palx- 
livhlus), which was within the land, wc cannot deter¬ 
mine (S). 

Berytus mult not have been much inferior to Byblus in 
antiquity, fincC it is faid to have been Banding in the days 
of Cronus. Under the Roman emperors, it was no lefs 
famous for the ftudy of the law in the Eaft, than Rome 
was in the Weft; whence it was ftylcd, by the emperor 
juftini.m, “ the mother and nurfc of the laws.” The 
civil law was there taught in Creek, as it was at Rome in 
Latin. Bv whom this academy was founded is not cer¬ 
tainly known ; but that it flouriflied long before the reign 
of the emperor Dioclefian, is manifelt from a decree of 
that prince >'. From this academy the two famous civilians 
Doruthcus and Anatolius were called by Juftinian, that, 
jointly with others, they might have a lliare in comparing 
f he Digefts; and that prince would allow of no other 
.academies hut tliofe of Rome, Berytus, and Conflanti- 
nople, to explain the laws A It is now called Barut, or 
Berufot ( F). 

Sarepta, 

x Ifod. Sic. lib. xvi, cap, 41. y Cud. Leg. i. lib. x, 1 Juftin. 
ft ornn, Ihgelt. 

( Q _1 h Lems to the eye to ruins and piltarsof granite (3).- 
he not ahoa c tv.o or three fur- (S) Byblus was the feat of 
longs in length, and is wholly the iaintms fuperilirion in me- 
fmcJ up uith tall buildings, morv ol Adonis. It is plca- 
hkc catties. The Tutks call iimtiy fituated; hut, at pre,- 
,t Ru-adz). font, is but fnull, though 

I R) Then: ar L fume remains large enough for its few inha- 
of the ancient city, or cities, blunts (4). 

Bill to be luen in the fields near (T) “ At prefent it retains 
ihe lhorc, and many heaps of nothing of its ancient felicity, 

(1) Mac.ndrell. (3) Idem, (4) Idem. 

except 



The Hijlory of the Plot niacins. 

Sarepta, ns it is called by St. Luke ¥ , and by Pliny % or 
Zarpath, ns we read in the Hebrew, anil, in our vermin 
Zarephath % where the prophet Elijah dwelt fnnie time, 
and raifed the widow’s foil, Hood between Sidon and Tyre, 
but was fulijei'l to the former; whence it is called a city 
of Sidmi. Jofefihus writes it Sarephthn b . The wine of 
this diitrifl is commended by fevernl writers of tbe later 
ages. Between .Sarepta and Tyre a river empties itlelf 
into the fea, which the modern geographers call Eh'U- 
thcrus ; but no river between thefe two cities, bearing 
that name, was known to the ancients. Phicnice ex¬ 
tended, according to Ptolemy, even beyond Mount Car- 
nidus ; for that geographer places in Phicnice not only 
Ecdippa and Ptolcmnis, but Sycaminum and D.vra, which 
•(land loLuh of that mountain. As thefe, however, be¬ 
longed, properly (peaking, to Paldtine, we (hall have 
occalion to mention them hereafter. 

We will not take upon us to mark out the bounds of 
the midland Phccnice. Ptolemy reckons m it the follow¬ 
ing towns; Area, Pal.ebyblus (Old Byblus), Gabala, 
and Catferea Panice. This province was coulidcrahly ex¬ 
tended in the times of Chrilli.inity ; when, being eon- 
lidcred as a province of Syria, it included not only l)a- 
mafeus, but Palmyra alio c . 

I he foil of this country is good, arid produclivc of 
many ncceffaries (or food and tlo.ithinjr. The air is 
wholelonic, and the climate agreeable. It is plentifully 
watered by fmall rivers; which, running down from 
Mount Libanus, (ometimes fwell to an immoderate de¬ 
gree, either hicrealed by the melting of the (hows on 
that mountain, or by heavy rains. Upon thefe oecafions 
they overflow, to the great danger ami hindrance of the 
traveller, and damage of the country. Among thefe 

1 Luke, cap. iv. ver. 26. z Plinv, lib v. cap. 19 - , Jvine*, 

K'ii. 9,10. b Jolrph. Aiit'u. lib. viii. tap. j. ‘ Vide 

Xelanil. Palwlt. IlluItr. p. 217. 

except the fituation ; and, in 
that particular, it is indeed 
very happy. It is l'eated on 
the lea-tide, m a foil tertile 
and delightful, railed only l'o 
high above the l'alc water, as 
tu be fecure Irom its overflow- 

(5) Maundrell. 

C fivers 


iug, and all other noxious and 
umvholelome effects of that 
element. It hast he benefit of 
good belli fprings (lowing 
down to it from the adjacent 
hills (j).” 
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rivers is that of Adonis, which we fhall have occafion to> 
mention anon. 

The fen, on this coaft, formc-ly produced a quantity 
of fuch fifh, as, in an extraordinary manner, redounded 
to the profit of Tyre in particular ; we mean th - inure", 
with which they died the choice If ) ur'fdc : and on the 
fhor; was a fand wherewith the firlt and bed glafs was 
made; a ftaple manufacture of this ancient country. To 
thefe particulars we fhall add a remark able property of 
the river Adonis; at certain fenfons, and upon certain 
occafions, it appears bloody. Hence was continued, at 
lead, the fuperititious ceremony performed in memory of 
Thammuz, or Adonis, yearly wounded. The caufe of 
this red appearance of the river was anciently known, and, 
by thofc who were not fu fuperftitious as the reft of their 
contemporaries and countrymen, aferibed to a kind in mi¬ 
nium or red earth which if brought away, when fwelled 
to an unufual height 3 . It is (till fubject to the fame 
colour in the time of floods (U). 

There are yet fome few remains of the ancient fplendor 
of this now defolate land. Thevenot b tells us there are 
fine antiquities to be feen at Tyre, but does not Specify 
them. Sandys 3 could difeover nothing there hut an heap 
of ruins. The mod modern travellers are more particular. 
They take notice of the ruins of the metropolitan church, 
near which is a pillar of unufu?.l dimensions ; which one 
reprefents as a triple, another as a double column, or two 
joined together. It is of granite, one entire block, four- 
fcorc feet long (X). 

Some veftiges of what Sidon once was, are to he feen 
among the gardens without the walls of the prefent city; 
fuch as beautiful columns, and other fragments of marble. 

H ere they pretend to fhew a monument of threat anti¬ 
quity, no lefs than the tomb of Ztbulon, (landing within 
a (mall chapel in a garden, and highly revered by the 

a ^ l-iic. tie Dea Syr. b Travels into the Levant, pai t 

j. book ii. cap. Go. c Lib, hi. p. iGS. 

(I- 1 ) “ ll ^ c faw—the water lars, including a dcfcrinlion of 
(of the river Adonis)—(brined what are c.died Solomon’s Cil- 
to a iurprifing reilneb, and— terns, the reader may confide 
obferved—it had dilcnloured the travels of De Bruvn, La 
ihe fea a great way into a red- Roque, and Maundrell’s Jour-* 
ufh hue (6).” ney from Aleppo to Jerula- 

(X) lor further particu- lem. 

( b ) MaundrtJl, p. 

Jewb- 
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Jews. Th is tomb is made of two ftones only; the one 
fuppnfed to L'c at the head, and the other at the feet of 
the dcccafed. Their difiance is better than ten of out 
feet; which they give out to have been the datura of this 
patriarch J . 

At Bvblus, alfo, arc many heaps of ruins, and fine 
^pillars, ieattcrcd up anti down in the gardens near the 
prcfent town. Finally, on the continent, a little Jouth- 
war:l of the illc of Aradus, whereon the city of that name 
anciently Hood, are fever.il antiquities of a very extra¬ 
ordinary kind. The firfl is a dine, thirty yards over at 
top, cut out of the firm rock. Its tides Hope down, with 
flairs cut alfo out of the rock, and defeending gradually 
from top to bottom. This dike flretchcs in a direfl line, 
eafl and weft, more than a furlong, bearing continually 
the fame figure of flairs, running in right lines all along 
its tides. It breaks off at lad at a flat marfhy ground, 
extending about two furlongs between it and the lea. A 
little to the feuthtvard of this dike, there is a court of fifty- 
five yards fquare, cut alfo in the natural rock ; the tides of 
which (land around it about three yards high, fupplyir.g 
the place of walls. On three Tides it is thus encompafled, 
but to the northward it lies open. In the center ot this 
area, a fquare, part of the rock is left (landing, three 
yards high, and five and a half fquare : this lerves for a 
pedeflul to a throne compofed of four large Hones, two at 
the fides, one at the back, and one at the top, in the 
manner of a tribunal, or canopy. This whole ilrutlure 
is about twenty feet high, and faces the open fide of the 
court. The done that forms the canopy is five yards and 
three quarters fquare, adorned with a handfomc cornice. 
At the two inncrmotl angles of the court, and likewife at 
the open fide are left pillars of the natural rock, three at 
each of the former, and two at the latter. 

About half a mile to the fouthward of this court, and 
this throne, are two towers, fuppoled to be fcpulchral 
monuments, for they (land over an ancient burying-place. 
They are about ten yards dillant from each other, one in 
form, a cylinder, crowned by a multilateral pyramid, 
thirty-three feet high, including the pedeftal, which is 
ten feet high and fifteen fquare. The other is a long 
cone, difeontinued at about the third part of its height, 
and, inftead of ending in a point, wrought into an he- 
inifpherical form. It Hands upon a pedeflal fix feet high, 

* Tbeven. Voy. an Levant. Sandys's Travels. 

and 
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doctrine agreed together, as well as their practice and 
traditions. 

How thev reprefented Beclf.tmen, we no-where find. 
>Vc are of opinion, that they did not repr font him at 
all; for, meaning bv him, in a more cf,ieci.' manner, 
the Sun, whom thev had daily before th ;ir ryes »n all his 
glory, it is likely thev made their ailJrefiH immediately 
to him, ne ",'riling t,. the '-.neuziic rito- E'lyri: .vs e niur.y 
Baals \ The Bra! nf .Salon, \v a ra.Mf.vt ThalaS.us, or the 
Sen Baal c . There was lSsr.l-lierith (C\ n>’d others, each 
iepr< fented, as we may fuppcic, under his proper attri¬ 
buted; hut -a c know nothing i-articular of their idol.-;. 
Baal is tailed fonietimcs a god, and fomeiimes . god- 
defs 5 and, rn the other hand, A ft a rot is fi-mettmes 
ti rrr.ed a goddefs, and fonietimcs a god (it) ; lue; by the 
Phoenician mythology the was iiidifputablv a goddefs 
for there we find her mentioned as the mother of many 
children. She is particularly called the goiidefs of the 
Sidonians, and, in Hebrew, Afhtaroth (E). Some d will 
have it, flie was fo called, becattfc the was reprefented in 
the form of a fhcep. But this is rejected as a grouiullefs 
notion. She was certainly reprefented like Ifis, with 


1| Cnnnth. viii. 5 . ‘ Hcfvch. r R. Kimcli. apud 

Seiiitn Lie I)ns Syr, Syntng. ii. cap. z. 


one 01 Cronus's wives in San- 
choniathn. 4. l’lutarch makes 
Typhnn a contemporary with 
Cronus and his children ; fo 
doth Sanchnniatho.” When 
the whole is weighed on each 
fide, it mult be'allowed, that 
the ancient mythology of both 
was derived from ‘ the fame 
fource. 

(C) This is a farther proof 
with us, that all the Baals of 
the Phoenicians were not in- 
tended for the fun. We here 
fee cue denominated from the 
fen, a lord of the fea, as well 
as a lord of heaven ; which 
feems to dijlinguifh them into 
two very different deities. We 
cannot help thinking, thatthey 
had different genealogies for 
and traditions of, all their Baals’. 


(D) This arofe from the 
Hebrews knowing no diflinc- 
tinn of fex in the gods. 

(E) Afhtaroth, which figni- 
fies fucks if Jbtc,i or roan. 
It is conjectured that men, in 
ancienr times, being chiefly 
addifted to a palloral life, and 
delighting chiefly in that em¬ 
ployment, drew their favourite 
fiindies of beauty from thence. 
Bins is luppokd to have been 
the reafon w-hy Afhtarelh, or 
Alhirte, was fo called. It was 
fil'd darted by bifhnp Cumber¬ 
land that her firft name was 
Naamah. He tells us, that 
he could not think of Plu¬ 
tarch’s Neman 11s, Cronus’s 
W’ife, but Naamah came into 
his mind. 


COW -3 
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cows horns on her head (F), and for the fame reafnn, 
that is, to reprefent the moon’s increnfe and dccreal'e ; 
for flie was undoubtedly confecratcd into that planet, 
and adored under the (tvle of Queen of Heaven. She 
was alfn the Phoenician Aphrodite, or Venus (G). 

As there were many Baals, fu alfo there were divers Af- 
tnrtes. She went under different names, and was douhtfjgfs 
very variouily reprefented (H). She is faid to have conic- 

crated 


(F) Afbrtc, we are told, 
put on a bull’s hi..;', as the 
mark ot her lovereignty ; but 
Mercury claps on a bull’s or 
ox’s head upon Ifis, to fuppiy 
the place ot her diadem, which 
the enraged Orus hadtuinoiT. 
We may fee, by both thefe 
furies, that the ox’s head was 
clleemed an enlign of lupreme 
dignity ; and that Alhirte and 
Ills were names fur oneperfon. 
Bochart obl’ervcs, that the 
word Aflnaroth may be ex¬ 
tended to herds in general, 
and is not confined to fmaller 
cattle only ; and inlinuates, 
that flie may be the Grecian 
Jo, turned into a cow. 

(G) Cicero, in liis difeourfe 
De Nat. Dew. enumerating 
the fevcial Venufes; “ The 
fourth,” fays he, “ was a Sy¬ 
rian of Tyre, called Altarte, 
who, as the tradition goes, 
married Adonis.” That fhe 
was a Venus, we underhand 
iruni fever,il other writers ; 
but, fur the prefent, (hall con¬ 
tent ourfelve with this one 
very plain rchimuny ; upon 
winch we hex leave to aid- 
uvnh ei t a little. Cicero places 
her the toman in older, which, 
we apprehend, he dues, as 
luppoling the three thatpie- 
cecie her in his account to be 
older than the. Again, fire 
marries Adonis, who is uni- 


verfallv allowed to be an Af- 
lyrian try Jefeent. What me 
we to conclude from halite t 
Why, ir teems ajiuaient e- 
nciugh, th.at tlie ifupeiltition in 
honour ot Adonis was intro¬ 
duced by the Aiiyrians, vviieu 
they conquered Phueuice; and 
tlia. Allan te was his contem¬ 
porary. Sir Ifaac Newton, in 
his Chronology of Ancient 
Kingdoms amended, tcekons 
that the Baalim and AtliU- 
rotli came originally trom the 
banks ot the Tigris,, whence 
they migrated into Phoenice. 
Hence he derives all the tuper- 
flition and idolatry of the Phoe¬ 
nicians and Syrians: “The 
Tyrian, Syrian, and Aflyrian 
Belus,” lays he, “ were all 
one.” It we might be allow¬ 
ed to declare our femiments on 
this head, m louIJ adj, that 
the greeted pc.rt of what »'C 
know ot the Phoenician reli¬ 
gion is of Ailyrtan origin ; and 
that it was impofed on them 
together with the Allyriai* 
yoke. 

(H) We cannot doubt but 
the was pictured as variouily 
as the characters flic bore, and 
the attributes bellowed on her, 
requited. She was pictured 
with arms, as the goddefs of 
war. In her temple on Mount 
Libanus, where we was mourn¬ 
ing her lull Adonis, her head 
wag 
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crated Tyre, by depnliting a fallen Par in the place ' (I), 
Wc have little or nothing to fay of their Apollo (K). 
He is fatten for the l’hut ot Mofcs, and Put, whence the 
Pythius f of the (Greeks. Hercules or Melcartus (L) was 
the gi eat ami ancient god of Tyre. They anciently repre- 
fcnie.l him in no form. His temple had no images in it, 
an undeniable proof of his great antiquity. However, 
they deviated afterwards from this laudable cultom, as 
will appear when we come to the reign of king Hiram. 
Among their gods wc may alfo place Adonis, Tnammuz, 
or Oiiris(M); nor mult we forget the Pataeci (N) they 

carried 


c sale! 3! Vncem ’a.-jjts, 
i. cap. 3, in!. 1 1. 

vas muffled up in a veil; her 
leti-hand, which was under 
her mantle, tupported her 
head; and ttiinds of rears 
lireaincd down her cheeks. It 
mull have been an Atlaite that 
Lucian law crowned with a 
tower, and with a fillrum in 
her hand, fuppnrted by lions ; 
but wc cannot difeover from 
him ill what temple, or where, 
he law this idol. It cannot lie 
the Syrian goddefs, as lie calls 
her, ot whom he gives a dif¬ 
ferent urfeiiption. This lad 
Hid re:lenities 111 fonie particu¬ 
lar', ccifain images of His; 
her to trace her out through 
ail lici forms, is a talk wc are 
unuiual to, lor want ot proper 
lights, 

( 1 ) Hence it was, we fup- 
ro>c, 'hat 11 ie was wi.tlliipped 
;l .’ u dir; anu hence the no¬ 
tion ot the far, or globe of 
light, winch, at certain times, 
dartetl down from the top of 
j'leunt Lihanus near her 
feniple at Aphac, ami plunged 
" ll,r lntl) ‘he- liver Adonis be- 
h-w, and was thought to be 
vcmis. 

(K) We only know, that he 
was in great repute among 


f Vide Bochnrt CeDgr. Sacr. lib. 

them ; and that the Tyrians, 
when belieged by Alexander, 
were fo much afraid that lie 
flioulil leave them, and go over 
to the enemy, that they chain¬ 
ed him with golden chains to 
the nliar ot Hercules. 

(L) So called from fiiclcc - 
cartlia, the king of the city, 
which Bochart fuppofes to be 
Pyre. Sir Ifaac Newton re¬ 
jects this notion, and rather 
derives his name from his hav¬ 
ing been the founder, or go¬ 
vernor, or prince ot the city 
ol Cartcia in Spain. Hefy- 
thius fays, that the Hamathu- 
lians called Hercules by the 
name of Malic. Pliny calls 
him, corruptly, Midacritus. 
He was a great navigator, and 
the di d that b fought lead from 
the C'affiterides, or illands of 
Britain. According to others, 
he invented the art of dying 
purple, tcoin feeing by acci¬ 
dent a dog’s mouth flamed by 
the jnice ot the murex. 

(M) They were certainly 
hut one, or meant the fame oh- 
jcht. Whence the people of 
Amutluis, an ancient rity of 
Cyprus, formed their Atlono- 
itris, which is a cumpound of 

both 
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carried about in the prows of their (hips s. Other def- 
tu-s they had, which we know nothing of. The Cabin 
will have their turn in the Grecian mythology. 

Bcelfamcn we underfland to have been, in an efpeciat 
manner, the fun himfelf; and to him they addrefled 
themfelves with their arms ftretched out. What ell'c was 
praftifed, when they made their addre/l'es to the fun only, 
we no where find. 

Baal had his prophets, and his priefts, in great num- Thrir 
bers. We read of four hundred and fifty of them, fed at r -. 

Jezebel’s table only. They were wont to offer burnt-nf- hz'M •'<>(- 
ferings and facrifiees to this god, and to dance about the ac ' 
altar, with violent geliieulatious. Having worked them- 
felves to a pitch of phrenfy, by this uxercife, and a violent 
lfraining of their voices, they began to cut their bodies 
with knives and lancets ; then they pretended to prophecy, 
or, rather, raved, as if poflefled by fume invifible power 6 . 

Nor need we wonder at this extravagance, eontidering 
their more barbarous cuflom, in earlier days, of facri living 
even fueh perfons as were molt dear to them, to appcale 
or reconcile their falfe gods, when they laboured under 
any public calamities. This inhuman practice is charged 
home upon them, not only by the teltimr.iy of others 1 , 
but by their own confeflion, and they had it in common 
with the Egyptians. But it was dilcontinued here, as. 


E Herodot. lib. iii. cap. 37, h Vide Patrick in loc. 1 Por- 
phyr. Trip dir >^r ; , lib. ii. left. 5(1, &c. 


both the names, Adonis and 
Ohris ; fur the PhiEnieians 
nnd Egyptians laid equal claim 
to hint under diffcient appel¬ 
lations, though he was cei- 
tainly an Egyptian. 60 then 
the beautiful Adonis, begot¬ 
ten by Cmyr.is an Alfyiiao, 
is in lealily the Egyptian Oii- 
11s, The cnemonit j per¬ 
formed in their honour wttie 
almuii tht* fli 1 nt*. Both the na¬ 
tions in this cafe meant no 
other than the inn ; concern¬ 
ing whole appioach and de¬ 
parture they trained fudi fiibleB 
ab might belt take with the 
people. The month of June 


was the feafon when all this 
iiipi’iftitiuii was trunladed both 
by the Phccnicians and Egyp¬ 
tians. Vide Murlh. Can. 
Chron. fee. i. 

(N) They were fmall Itacues. 
Herodotus compares them to 
pigmies. Hdychius and Sui- 
das will have them to have 
been placed in the poops of the 
fhips. Tiie iafnion. was, no 
doubt, changed in the great 
length of time between them 
and Herodotus. I'hey were 
the tutelar gods of lea-faring 
men, and can led about for 
protection from difalters of the 
lea. See Sclden de Diis Syr. 

well 


Oitarpara TaTtriahna Public 'Libra rt 
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well tis in Egypt, pretty early; at what time, and upon 
wliat motives, we cannot explain. 

Many priells, or prophets, attended alfo on Afhitc, 
Our verlion calls them “prophets of the groves;” but 
Mr. Scldeii has proved, by comparing many pailliges of 
Scripture together, that they were the pencils of Altartc ; 
mnl Ionic, who know not how to contcfl this interpreta¬ 
tion, believe that goddeis was worlliippcd in a grove, 
which ccnicflure is very likely ; fuel) places being, for 
the mod part, accounted facred, in the lit ft times. 
Thete is no room to doubt but (lie was ferved with much 
form, pomp, and myflcry ; and women, particularly, are 
f.iid to have been imployed to weave bangings or taber¬ 
nacles for her"When ilie v as adored as the Qm.cn of 
H eaven, or the moon itfclt, they odercil up cakes to her, 
which were prepared for that fervice with great cere¬ 
mony : the children gathered the wood, and the fa¬ 
thers kindled the fire, anil the women kneaded the dough, 
to make cakes for the Oin.cn of Heaven m .” They alfo 
burnt ineettfe, anil poimcd out drink-offerings to Iter. 
Job fays", '' If 1 beheld the fun when it finned, or the 
moon vt alking in brightnefs, and my heart hath been fe- 
cretly enticed, or my mouth hath killed my hand, this 
alfo weie an iniquity to be punifhed by the judges.” At 
Eyblus flic had a temple like that of the Venus of Adonis”. 
Such women as would not conform to the cuftoni of 
fhaving their heads, at the annual time of lamenting 
Adonis, were there bound to prollitute their bodies, one 
entire day, foi hire ; and the money thus earned, was 
prefented to the goddefs 1 ’. Her temple at Aphac, oil 
Mount Libanus, was a perfect fink of lewdnefs. The 
molt fliameful commerce between the fexes was allowed, 
within tliofe profane walls ; pracliled, as fume conjec¬ 
ture, becaule, in this place, Venus firil ruflied into the 
arms of Adonis; or, as others fay, becaufe this was 
either the fnft, or the lafl pk.ee, where they enjoyed each 
other. Other temples flie doubtlefs had, and other lites, 
which it were in vain for us to attempt either to dif- 
tinguifh, or enumerate ; but her principal temple lee ms 
to have been that at Tyre built by Ilium. 

After what manner they wurfliipped their Apollo, is 
uncertain ; but to their Hercules they are faid to have 

•1 2 Kings, xxiii. 7. in Jerrm. vii, ii. n Job. xxxi. 

ED, 27, iS, • Lucian Uc Iiea Syr. P Idem ibid. 

paid 
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paid particular honour. His rites were performed with 
great folemnity ; the affiftants were all clad in Egyptian 
linen. They offered incenfe to him in loofe flowing gar¬ 
ments : the p-rieftly reft was adorned with broad ltripes 
of purple; their feet were bare, their headsfliaven ; they 
were pure from any pollution, contrafled from the other 
fex ; and the fire of the altar never went out. Women 
were not allowed to enter the temple, and fwine were 
carefully kept from approaching it d ; fuch were the cere¬ 
monies ufed, and cultoms obferved, in the worfhip of the 
Tyrian Hercules. 

Adonis, Ofiris, Adonofiris, orThammuz (for all thefe 
names centered in one object), was the fon of Cinyras, an 
Affyrian, who founded the city of Paphos in the iiland of 
Cyprus 1 . .Some fay, his name was Gingris, or Gingras f , 
among the Phoenicians; but whatever that might be, it 
is agreed, he was a molt beautiful youth. It is reported s , 
that Venus was enamoured of him from his infancy, and 
committed the care of his education to Proferpine ; who, 
when the other came to demand him of her, refufed to 
deliver him ; hence a difpute arofc between them, which 
was decided by Jupiter, who decreed, that the youth 
fhould be one third of the year with Proferpine, another 
third with Venus, and the lait third be at his own difpo- 
fal : that, in confequence of this decree, Adonis, capti¬ 
vated by the charms of Venus, fpent two thirds of his 
time with her; anil Diana taking offence, fent a wild 
boar to put an end to his life. Others h affirm, that 
Adonis was the offspring of an inccftuous embrace; be¬ 
got by his father Cinyras on his own daughter Myrrha ; 
that, to hide the guilt of this unlawful commerce, from 
the eves of the world, he was expofed on the mountains, 
where he was nurfed by the nymphs, and became ? greac 
fportlman ; that Venus fell in love with him, and ad¬ 
mitted him to her embraces ; that Mars, conceiving a 
violent jealoufy, turned himl'clf into a wild boar, and 
flew the beauteous youth ; that Venus, being unfpeakably 
grieved at his death, followed him to the lliades ; that 
Proferpine, at firft, refufing to deliver him, was, at 
ength, brought toi this agreement, that he fhould be half 
lie year with her, and half the year with Venus; who 
eturned, with joy, to the earth, acquainting her fol- 

d Siliui Iialicus, lib. iii. ' Apollod. Biblioth.* 

Jnl.l’ol. lib.it, cap, 4, lib.lv. cap- *4. s Apcliod. Bibiiotb. 
Cyril, in It. 

VOL. II. 


c 


lower* 



The Hiftory of the Phcenkians. 

lowers with the fuccefa of her defcent, and ordained a 
feftival tube celebrated in commemoration thereof. Who¬ 
ever compares this fable with what is related of Ifis and 
Ofiris, will find it to be the very fame ftory, in a differ¬ 
ent drefs. In confequcnce of this myfterious tradition, 
there was an annual mourning among'-the women at 
Byblus, efpecially, for the death of Adonis ; which was 
fucceeded by exprcffions of joy, equally**extravagant, for 
his recovery. 

The Jewilh writers have among them another ftory con¬ 
cerning the origin of the rites of Thammuz, or Adonis. 
Maimonides k relates, that the ancient Zabii held Thammuz 
to have been an idolatrous prophet, who, preaching to a 
certain king the do&rine of worlhipping the feven planets, 
and the twelve figns, the king ordered him to be put to a 
cruel death ; that, on the very night of his death, all the 
idols, from the uttermoft parts of the earth, met toge¬ 
ther in the temple of the golden ftatue, or the fun, at 
Babylon; where being acquainted with the tragical end 
of Thammuz, jthey wept and lamented all night; and, as 
foon as morn appeared, flew back to their refpettive 
places. “ Hence,” fays he, “ was derived the cultom 
of mourning over Thammuz.” Finally, it is faid, he was 
the fon of an heathen king, whofe image the Jewifh wo¬ 
men adored with fliedding tears, and offering facrifices ’. 

Whoever he was, the fuperftition of mourning over 
him was univerfally pra£tifed by the women in thofe 
parts. They began their lamentations as foon as they per¬ 
ceived the river Adonis of a bloody hue m . They then 
proceeded to their facrifices, having firft difeiplined 
themfelves with fcourging. Next day, pretending he had 
rifen, and afeended through the air to the upper regions, 
they flilved their heads, as the Egyptians did for the lofs 
oi Apis; and, at Byblus, at lead, thofe who would not 
• comply, were hound to proftitute themfelves in the man¬ 
ner, and for the purpofes above fpecified. Some writers 
relate", that, on a certain night, while the folcmnity halted, 
they laid an image in a bed, and, having lamented over 
it all night long, were anointed in file mouth by the 
prieft, who whifpered to each, that f^afction was come ; 
that deliverance was brought to pafs;{®on which, their 
forrow was turned into joy, and the pnage taken, as it 

c k In More nevochim. • i Philaft. afrtH Seld. de D'ds Syr. 

Syntagm.ii,cap.n. m Lucian, de Dfea Syr. n Jul. 

Firm, apud Purch. Pilgr, lib. i, cap, 17. p. 
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were, out of its fepulchre. Others fay, the priefls of 
Ofiris, in Egypt, wrote to the Women of Byblus, figni- 
fying that they had found the god. They fent this-letter 
in an earthen pot, or in a fmall ark, made of the papyrus, 
which came by iea, of itfelf, to Byblus. This voyage it 
performed in feven days j and it no fooner appeared in the 
port, than the women danced, feafted,' and rejoiced, as 
extravagantly as they had before wept, mourned, and la¬ 
mented This cuftom has made fo lafting an impref- 
fion on the women of thofe parts, that fome traces of it . 
are kept up by the inhabitants of Aleppo to this day p . 

There are different ways of explaining this myftery. 
Adonis was the fun ; the upper hemifphere of the earth, 
was anciently called Venus j the under, Proferpine; 
therefore, when the fun was in the fix inferior figns, they 
faid he was with Proferpine ; when he was in the fix fu- 
perior, he was fuppofed to refide with Venus. By the 
boar which flew Adonis, they underitood Winter; for the 
boar they made, and not unaptly, the emblem of that 
rigid fcafon Or by Adonis they meant the fruits of the 
earth ; which are, for one while, buried, but, at length, 
appear flourifliing to the fight. When, therefore, the 
feed was thrown into the ground, they faid Adpnis was 
gone to Proferpine ; but when it fprouted up, they pre¬ 
tended, he had revifited the light, and Venus. Hence, 
probably, it was, that they fowed corn, and made gar¬ 
dens for Adonis ; for fuch a cuftom they alfo had r . We 
may well fuppofe, there was no fmall variation among 
thofe who received this piece of fuperftition, when they 
talked of what it meant, and why it was praftifed. Fi¬ 
nally, Plutarch takes Adonis to be Bacchus: Ofiris was 
both the Sun and Adonis. It was alfo faid, that Ofiris 
was buried at Byblus. The word Adonis imports lord , 
and fo does the word Baal. 

Plutarch alfo informs us ‘ that Ifis had. a temple at 
Byblus, where they worftiipped the heath which had con¬ 
cealed Ofiris’s coffin. This Byblian Ills mull certainly 
have Been Aftarte j fo that we end vydth the Baalim and 
Allaroth as we b*||e begun. 

Herodotus fufti^fes * the Phoenicians to have been 
circumcifedj bur Jofephus afferts u that none of the 

° Procop. & Cyril.' f Seiler's Hiftory of Palmyra, Preface, 
a Macrob. Saturn, lib. i. cap. 31. r Vide Vof, deldololatr. 

lib. ii.cap. 5, p. i6y. • De llid. Sc Ofiride, 1 Lib. ii- cap. ><>♦» 
* Contra Apion. lib, i. 
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nations,, included under the vague name of Palefline and 
Syria, ufed that rite, the Jews excepted; fo that if the 
PSicenicians had anciently that cuftorn, they came in time 
to neglect it, and at length wholly laid it afide. They 
abftained from the flefh of fwine 1 . 

Much is faid of their arts, fciences, and manufactures ; 
but as what we find concerning them is couched in general 
terms only, we cannot defcant on particulars. The Si- 
donians, under which denomination we comprehend the 
Phoenicians in general, were of a moil happy genius : 
arithmetic and altronomy either took rife among them fc , 
nr were brought by them to great perfection : from them 
thofe excellent fciences flowed -into Greece together 
with their letters'". They were, from the beginning, 
adriiftt'd to philofophical exercifes of the mind; info- 
much that a Sidonian, by name Mofchus, taught the 
dodtrine of atoms before the Trojan war" : and Abome- 
nus of Tyre ° puzzled Solomon by the fubtlety of his quef- 
tions. Phcenice continued to be one of the feats of learn- 
ning, and both Tyre and Sidon f produced their philofo- 
phers of later ages; namely, Bocthus and Diodatus of 
Sidon, Antipater of Tyre, and Apollonius of the fame 
place; who gave an account of the writings and difciples 
of Zeno. 

Their language was a dialed of the Hebrew; the 
fame with that of the ancient Canaanites. Their letters, 
of characters, were either tha fame with, or very like to 
thofe of the Samaritans. 

The glafs of Sidon, the purple of Tyre, and the ex¬ 
ceeding fine linen they wove, were the product of their 
own country, and their own invention : and for their 
extraordinary lkill in working metals, in hewing timber 
and ftone, iu a word, for their perfeCt knowlege of what 
was folid, great, and ornamental, .in architecture, we 
need only put the reader in mind of the large lhare they 
had in eredting and decorating the temple at Jerufaleni 
under their king Hiram. Their fame for tafte, defign, 
and ingenious invention, was fuch, that whatever was 
elegant, great, or pleafing, whether in apparel, vefltis, 

or toys, was diftinguifiied by way of ex4plkiice,,with the 
epithet of Sidonian s. 


...**H»rodian, Ijb, v. k Strabo, lib, xvi. p, 7 c 7 

ibid, col. 303. » Herodotus, lib. v. cap. eB. 

•pud Strab. "Men and. & Dius apud Jofeph 

fecuntra Apion, lib,„ vStrabu, ubi fupra. 
Bocltart. Pltaieg. hb. iv. cap. jj.cul. 30 j, 


1 Idem 
n Poflidonius, 
lib. viii. cap. 
<1 Vide 
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artificers, impwing Ct themfcllM *^4 'cufi'" 1 ,''" = nd Ti "' <■*■- 
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Egypt, and Ethiopia ; and by their information made the 
Phcenicians acquainted with thofe coalts ; by which means 
they were enabled to undertake voyages to thofe parts, 
for Solomon, and Pharoah Necho, king of Egypt. 

Their whole thoughts were employed on fcffemes to 
advance their commerce. They affe£ted no empire but 
that of the fea ; and feemed to aim at nothing but the 
peaceable enjoyment of their trade. This they extended 
to all the known parts they could reach ; to the Brjtifh 
ifles, commonly nnderflood by the Caffiterides ; to Spain, 
and other places in the ocean, hoth within and without 
the Strcights of Gibraltar ; and, in general, to all the 
ports of the Mediterranean, the Black Sea, and the 
lake MteotisIn all thefe parts they had fettlements 
and correfpondents, from which they drew what was 
ufeful tpthemfelves, or might be fo to others; and thus 
they exercifed the three great branches of trade, as it is 
commonly divided into importation, exportation, and 
tranfportation, in full latitude. Such was their fea-trade ; 
and for that which they carried on by land in Syria, Me- 
fopotamia, Affyria, Babylonia, Perfia, Arabia, and even 
in India, it was of no lefs extent, and may give us an 
idea of what this people once was, how rich, and how 
defervedly their merchants arc mentioned in Scripture as 
equal to princes Their country was, at that time, the 
great warehoufe, where every thing, that might either 
adminifter to the neceffities or luxury of mankind, was to 
be found; which they diftributed as they judged would 
be belt for their own intereft. Their own commodities 
were, the purple of Tyre, the glafs of Sidon, and the 
exceeding fine linen made in this country: thefe, and 
other curious pieces of art, in metals and wood, feem to 
have been the chief, arfd almoft only commodities of 
Phoenice itfelf. Their territory was fo ftnall, that it is 
noy to be imagined they could afford to export any of 
their own growth; it is more likely that they rather 
wanted, than abounded with, the fruits of the earth. 

Having thus fpoken, in general terms, of their trade, 
we lhall now touch upon their fhipping, and fome things 
remarkable in their navigation. Their larger embarka¬ 
tions were of two forts; they divided them into round 
hips, or gauli; and long fhips, gallies, or triremes 
When they drew up in line of battle, the gauli were dif- 


' Vid =.Huet.Hift. de It Cam. & delaNavig, des Anc. p. cS. 
Jfs. xxm. X. t Vide Bochart. Canaan, lib, «. cap. n. col. 739. 
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pofed at a fmall diftan.ce from .each other in the wings, or 
in the van and the rear: their triremes were contracted 
together in the center". If, at any time,'they obferved 
that a ftranger kept them company in their voyage, or 
followed in their track, they were fure to get tie! of him, 
if they could, or’Meceive him, if poffible ; in which policy 
they wentfo far, as to venture the lofs of their fhips, and 
even their lives* ; fo jealous were they of foreigners, and 
fo tenacioufly bent on keeping the whole trade to tbem- 
felves. In order to difeourage other nations from engag¬ 
ing in commerce, they praftifed piracy r, or pretended 
to be at war with fuch as they met when they thought 
themfelves ftrongeft. This was but a natural ftroi.e of 
policy in people who grafped at the whole commerce of 
the then known world. We mull not forget here the 
famous fifliery of Tyre, which fo remarkably enriched 
that city, in particular. The fifli they fought after were 
thofe that afforded purple, the richeft dye in the world ; 
they were always careful to take them alive. An ancient 
author attributes the diffolutenefs of Tyre to the number 
of the dyers there eftablifhed; from whence we may 
gather they .were a rich and numerous body of people, 
proud and extravagant, vain and debauched. This lifh 
is now either loft (X), or unknown to the piefent natives 
of the country. 

We might here fpeak of the Phoenician voyages in the 
fervice of Solomon, had we not a more proper place in 
view to expatiate on that fubjeft. The long voyage fome 
of them undertook in the fervice of Necho, king of Egypt, 
round Africa, failing out of the Red Sea, and returning 
by the way of the Streights mouth, ought not to be paffed 
over; a voyage in which they employed three years. 


" Polyten. lib. vi. x Strabo, tib. iii. p. 175- r Huet. 

ubi fupra, chap. xvi. p, 70. 


(X) We are affured, by an 
rye-witnefs, whois too modeft 
:o allow us the ufeof his name, 
hat they have a kind of fifh on 
.he rocks, on the coaft, a little 
o the weftward of Panama, 
fith which the Indians dye a 


red purple; that they carry 
their yarn down to the fca-fide, 
and bring it back dyed; and 
that their hands are always 
difcoloured, like thofe of our 
dyers. 
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S E C T. III. 

The Chronology of the Phoenicians. 

I T were labour in vain to dwell on this fubje£t. In 
general we may obferve, that the hiftory of the Phoe¬ 
nicians is no other than a continuation of that of Canaan. 
Their particular epochs it is impoffible to difeover. Their 
records, once fo faithfully kept r, are now no more. We 
will not, therefore, enter, profefledly, upon fo dark a 
matter ; but fhali content ourfelves with touching there¬ 
on occafionally hereafter. It is obferved z , that they 
boafled anexceflive antiquity, of no lefs than thirty thou- 
fand years. To adhere to the method we have laid down, 
we fhali fubjoin a feries of the kings of the different king¬ 
doms of this country, fo far as we can collect them. 

Kings of Sidon. 

* # % # 

A genor. 

Phoenix. 

Phalis. 

* * # # 

An anonymous king. 

# * # # 

Sidon. 

Tetramneftus, 

* * # * 

Tennes- 

Strato. 

Ballonymus, Abdalominus, Abdolomi- 
us, or Alynomus. 

Reigned 

Kings and Judges According to Menand. According to Theu- 
of Tyre. Ephef. phi). Antioch. 

# # * * 

Abibal, or Abeimal, 
liiecam, Hierom, Hie- 
romen, Irom, Chiram, 
or Suron, 

Baleaftartus, or Bazor, 7 years - 17 years. 

Abdaitartus, — . g _ ^ j ^ 

r Vide Jofeph. eont. Ap. lib.». * African. apudSynctl. 

Tho 
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Reigned 

Kings and judges According to Menand. According to Theo- 


the 1 


of Tyre. 

The eldeft of the 
murderers of Ab- 
daftaijtus, 

Aftartus, 

Aftarimus, or Atha- ] 
rymus, - J 
Phelles, or Helles, 
Ethbal, Ithobal, or 1 
Juthobal, - J 
Badezor, or Bazor, 
Badezor’s fon, 
Mettinus, 

Pigmalion, 

# # . # # 

Eluheus, 

* # * * • 

Ithobal, 

Baal, ... 
Echnibal, . - 

Chelbis, j - 

Abbar, the high J 
prielt, J 

Myttonus and l 
Geraftus, j 

Balator, 

Merbal, 

Trom, 

|j Maflen, 

|| Strato, 


v . 

noS 

T3 ^ 
3 


Ephef, 

1 2 years 
12 


phil. Antioch. 


8 months 


3 * 

6 

9 

40 

3 6 


10 

10 

3 
6 
i 

4 

20 


12 years 

7 

29 


2 months 


# # # # 

Azelmic, 

# # # # 

Marion. 

The Kings of Arad, or Aradus. 


# # * # 

Arbal, 

Nartal, 

# * # * ! 

Geroilratus. 

We need only refer the reader to the very unaccountable 
differenae between Menander the Ephefian, and Theo- 
philus of Antioch, in their reigns of the Tyrian princes, 

to 
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to judge of the impoflibility of fixing on any thing certain 
in the chronology of even the belt and cleared: times of 
the Phoenicians in general. 


SECT. IV. 


The Phoenician Kings, from the ancient fabulous Hiftory 
of the Greeks. 

■D F.FORE we enter upon the hiftory of the Phoenician 
kings, we are, in fume fhape, obliged to infert the fol¬ 
lowing dark and fabulous account of the family of Agenor, 
the firft king of Phcenice mentioned by the Greeks. 

J S tnor. Age nor and Belus were, according to Apollodorus, 
the foils of Neptune by Libya, daughter of Epaphus, king 
of a part of Egypt, Belus reigned in Egypt, and married 
Anchinoe, daughter of Nilus, by whom he had Aigyptus 
and Danaus. Agenor pafled from Egypt into Phumice, 
where he fettled, and became the father of a numerous 
race. He married Telephafla (Stephanus calls her Te- 
lephc), by whom he had Europa, Cadmus, Phoenix, 
Cilix, and, according to Paufanias, I$e£tra c , and Tha- 
fus Pherecides, as quoted by the fcholiaft of Apollo¬ 
nius, gives him two wives, one named Damno, by whom 
he had Phoenix, Ifxa t aud Melia; the other called Ar- 
giope, who was mother to Cadmus and Europa. Plutarch 
mentions a fourth wife, called Diorippe, who brought 
forth Sipylus ' ; Antonius Liberalis mentions a fifth, nam¬ 
ed Caffiopca, who bore him a daughter, by name Carina ; 
and Cedrenus takes notice of a fixth, whom he calls 
Tyrus, pretending that the city of Tyre borrowed its 
name from her. Europa (whom fome writers will have 
to be the daughter of Phcenix, and not of Agenor) was 
ltok-n by Jupiter, transformed into a bull, that is, in a 
lliip named the Bull, or bearing the figure of a bull in 
her item; and carried into Crete. Agenor, being ex¬ 
tremely grieved for the lot of his daughter, fent his fon 
Cadmus, with a great fum of,money, in quell of her ; 
but he, not finding her, nor daring to return home with¬ 
out her, refolved to go and fettle elfewhere. With this 
lamftd ^ted out a fmall fleet, he put to fea, and 

landed m Thrace, where he had the good luck to difeover 


' Paufan. in Baot. 
at Fluviis, 


s Idem in Elite. 


Plutarch 


a gold 
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a gold mine in Mount Pangaeus. Being enriched with 
that metal, and in a condition to purfue his defign, he 
was advifed by the oracle of Delphi to leave Tliratc, and 
pafs into Bceotia. There, having expelled the Hyalites, 
■who oppofed him, and allowed the Aones, who volun¬ 
tarily fuhmitted^to live in the country mixed with his 
Phoenicians, he founded a new kingdom, and built a 
city ; which, in derivation from his own name, he called 
Ciidmca. This was afterwards embelliihcd and enlarged 
by Amphion and Zethus, the two fons of Antiope (for 
they invaded the throne, during the minority of Laius, 
the foil of Labdacus, Cadmus’s grand-fon), and by them 
called Thebes, in honour of Thebe their aunt, by the 
mother’s fide f (A)! 

Iftea 


f Faufan. in Boeot, 


(A) We find fuch a difagree- 
ment among authors, in the 
accounts they give of Agenor, 
and his delcendents, that it 
is impolfible to afeertain the 
truth. It is generally agreed, 
however, that Agenor was by 
birrh an Egyptian ; that from 
Egypt he palled into Phocnice, 
where he fettled,. and became 
the lather of a numerous race; 
that he was the fir ft king of 
Phocnice, and founder of the 
cities of Sidon and Tyre. But 
in the fuccefliun of the kings, 
lome ot the Latins place Bolus 
the elder before him ; and 
moll of the moderns, upon the 
•authority of Joi'ephus, make 
Sidon, the eldeft Ion of Ca¬ 
naan, founder of the city of 
Sidon. The fame author tells 
us, that Tyre was founded 
two hundred and forty years 
before the building of Solo¬ 
mon’s temple : from whence 
it is plain, that thefe two cities 
were not built by one and the 
fame perfon. Tyrewas, with¬ 
out doubt, a colony of the 
Sidonians, it being called in 


Scripture, the daughter of Si¬ 
don. And Juftin tells us in 
.exprefs terms, that the city of 
Tyre was built before the tak¬ 
ing of Troy, by the Sidonians, 
who, being driven out of their 
own country by the king of the 
Alealonians, were forced to 
feek a new habitation. Moft 
of the ancients allow, that Eu- 
ropa, Cadmus, Phoenix and 
Cilix, were the children of 
Agenor; and that with them, 
a great many Phoenicians and 
Syrians migrated into Alia Mi¬ 
nor, Crete, Greece, and Li¬ 
bya ; and there introduced 
letters, inufic, pnetrv, and 
other arts, feienees, and cul- 
toms of the Phoenicians. It 
is pretended, that Europa be¬ 
ing carried away by .’1 aunts 
king of Crpte, Agenor fern her 
brother in quell of her ; who, 
on that occalion, as they were 
enjoined not to return without 
her, founded feveral Phoeni¬ 
cian colonics in Alia Minor, 
Greece, and Libya. Bur Sir 
Ifaac Newton is of opinion, 
that thole Phoenicians went not 
to 
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Ifsea and Melia, Agenoris two daughters^ married 
-Sigyptus and Danaus, their coufins german. Cilia is 
faid, by Apollodorus, to have fettled in Cilicia, and riven 
bis name to that country K The fame author adds, 6 that 
Thafus built the city of Thafos in Thrace; a faft which 
is confirmed by Paufanias*. All we know of Eleftra, is 
that one of the gates of Thebes borrowed its name from 
her. Of Sipvlus we read in Plutarch \ that Mount Si- 
pylus was fo called from him. We (hall have occafion to 
relate more at length, what we read of Cadmus in the an¬ 
cient Greek writers, when we come to write the hiftory 
of the Theban kings. 1 

Ihocnix is fuppofed by the Greeks to have fuccecded 
his father in the kingdom of Phoenice, or rather of Sidon ■ 
which city, as likewife that of Tyre, they pretend to have 
been built by Agenor ; wherein they are followed, amone 
the Latins, by Q^Curtius k . That country, according to 
them, borrowing its name from Phcenix, was called 
Phoenice, and the inhabitants, Phoenicians. Eufebius 
adds, that he was the firft who found the fcarlet colour, 
which was therefore called at firft Phcenicius, and after* 
wards, with a fmall alteration, Puniceug color. 

The next king of Sidon we meet with in hiftory is 
Phalis, who flounlhed in the time of the Troian war. 
He proved a faithful ally to the Greeks, and ufed his 
utmoii. endeavours, though in vain, to draw Sarpedon 
king of Lycia, over to their fide ■ He is mentioned by 
Homer, and honoured with the title of molt illuftrious". 

ele are the kings of Sidon we find mentioned in the 
ancient Greek writers ; but, as their accounts are no ways 

apart d Mwpl UP iaV We haVt thou S ht fit to treat of them 

™ 11 " ,hs '" hiui '” 

' iCCjniu^iib^'iv'cap 11 Pan& "' in Eliac - yiularcl. H. Flu.ii., 

* Piflys, lib, i, > ojyj; 6l? _ Prac P- Evan S hb. 1. cap. s . 

of f tw E Zlem b el in T* Edomitfs ' "bom David had 

out of'TXn’b/S COn 1 ueredanddi ‘P«M- 
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SECT. V. 


The Reigns of the Kings of Phcenice. 

• 

pHCENICE was divided into feveral fmall kingdoms; 
* for, befides the kings of Sidon and Tyre, mentioned 
in Scripture, we read in hiftory of Elbafus king of Be- 
rytus, to whom Sanchoniatho, according to Eufebius h , 
dedicated his hiftory of Erylus king of Byblus 1 , and of 
other Phoenician monarchs k , whofe dominions were ge¬ 
nerally confined within the narrow bounds of one city, 
and its territory. Of all the kings of Phcenice, thofe of 
Sidon, Tyre, and Arad, feem to have been the moft 
powerful and wealthy, and they certainly make the moft 
important figures in hiftory : but their fucceftions, and the 
years of their refpedhive reigns, are overcaft with fitch ob- 
fcurities, and interrupted with fo many chafms, that it is 
impoflibie to give a regular detail of their tranfaclions. 
However, we fliall produce what occurs in hiftory, and 
feems chiefly to be depended upon ; beginning with Sidon, 
the moft ancient city of Phcenice. 


The Kings of Sidon. 

Sidon, the eldeft foil of Canaan, was, according to Suirn. 
Jofephus, tlie founder of this city, or, at Ieaft, the father 
of the people. But, as to his adtions, or the years of his 
reign, we are left quite in the dark. Neither are we bet¬ 
ter acquainted with the fovereigns who fucceeded him ; 
for, though the Sidonians are mentioned in the hiftories 
of Mofes, Jofliua, and the Judges, yet we find not in holy ^ r - °f H. 
writ, exprefs mention made of their kings, till the time of \ntJc'hr 
the prophet Jeremiah, who fpeaks of ambafladors fent by ' igg 
the king of Sidon to propofe to Zedekiah a league againft - 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. 

The next Sidonian monarch we find mentioned in hif- Yr. of FI. 
:ory, is Tetramneftus, who affifted Xerxes in his expe- 1867. 
iition againft Greece with three hundred galleys, and is AnteChr. 
:ounted by Herodotus 1 among the chief commanders of Tttram- 
;he Perfian navy. neftus. 

Tennes appears next; but it is uncertain whom he fuc- Ttnarr. 
needed. In his reign the Sidonians, and other Phoeni- 


•“ Eufeb. Prsp. Evang. lib. i. Cap. 6. 1 Arrian, lib. ii. 
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clans, eXafperated by the haughty behaviour, and tyran¬ 
nical proceedings, of thofe whom Darius Ochus king of 
Perfia had fet over them, entered into a confederacy with 
Ne&anebus king of Egypt, and rofe up in arms, with 
deligti to (hake off the Perfian yoke, and, recover their an¬ 
cient liberty. As the Perfians were then making vaft pre¬ 
parations to reclaim Egypt, which they could not well ap¬ 
proach but by marching through Fhoenice, this revolt hap¬ 
pened very opportunely for Nedfancbus. Therefore, to 
encourage the Phoenicians to perfift, he fent a body of 
four thoufand Greek mercenaries, under the command of 
Mentor the I’hodian, to their alfiltance* hoping to njake 
Phccnice a kind of barrier to Egypt, and carry on the war 
at a iliibmce. On the other fide, Tennes king of Sidon 
(which city then exceeded all the others of Pncenice in 
wealth), having fitted out with great expedition, a power¬ 
ful fl eet, and raifed a confiderable army in his own domi¬ 
nions, took the field ; and, being ftrengthened by the 
Greek auxiliaries, engaged and routed the governors of 
Syria and Cilicia, whom Ochus had fent to reduce hirii, 
driving the Perfians quite out of Phoenice. The Siclo- 
nians, on their firft taking up arms, had laid wafte a de¬ 
licious garden belonging to the kings of Perfia, feized and 
burnt all the forage which the Perlian governor had laid 
up for the fubfiltcnce of his cavalry; and puniflied, with 
the utmoft feverity, 'fuch of their Perfian opprefl'or6 as fell 
into their hands. Ochus was provoked to fuch a degree 
by thefe proceedings of the Sidonians, efpecially after 
news was brought him of his lieutenant’s being defeated, 
and the Perfians driven out of Phccnice, that now he 
breathed nothing but revenge, threatening total deltruc- 
tion not only to the Sidonians, but to all the inhabitants 
of Phoenice. Thus bent upon revenge, he aflembled all 
■his forces; and, having muftered them at Babylon, 
marched from thence into Phcenice, at the head of an 
army of three hundred thoufand foot, and thirty thoufand 
horfe. Mentor, who was then in Sidon, being terrified 
at the approach of fuch a formidable enemy, fent privately 
a trufty fervant, called Theflalion, to the king of Perfia, 
offering not only to put him in pofi'efiion of Sidon, but 
likewife to aflift him in reducing Egypt. Ochus, glad 
of this offer, fpared no promifes to engage Mentor in his 
fervice; who, having received fuch afl'urance from the 
king of Perfia as he defired, found means to draw Tennes 
, n £ Sidon into the fame treafon. In the mean time, 
the uidonians, not miftrufting Mentor, and much lets 

fufpedting 
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fufpefting their own king, were preparing for a vigorous 
defence. The city was furnifhed with arms, and provi- 
fions of all forts, to hold out a long fiege ; and the citi¬ 
zens had fortified themfelves with a triple trench, and an 
high wall. Befides the mercenaries, the place was gar- 
rifoned with a brave body of tall, flout Sidonians, well 
difeiplined ; and the fea-coaft was guarded with a fleet of 
an hundred large gallies. But thefe preparations were of 
no avail. Tennes no fooner heard that the Perfian army 
was drawing near, than, feigning to go to the general 
aflembly of the Phoenicians, he marched out with a body 
of five hundred men, and, taking along with him an hun¬ 
dred of the chief citizens to be created fenators, as he pre¬ 
tended, went rtrait to the enemy's camp, and delivered 
them up to Ochus, who received him as a friend; but 
caufed all the citizens, as authors of the rebellion, to be 
immediately put to death. This feverity of Ochus, joined 
with the treachery of Tennes, (truck fuch terror into the 
Sidonians, that five hundred more of the citizens, all 
men of rank, threw themfelves at their enemy’s feet, and 
implored his mercy. Ochus afked Tennes, whether it 
was in his power to put him in pofieffion of the city ; for 
he was unwilling to take it upon treaty, being bent on the 
utter ruin of the Sidonians, in hopes that fuch an inltance 
of feverity would induce the other Phoenicians voluntarily 
to fubmit. Tennes allured him, he could deliver the 
city into his bands whenever he pleafed; whereupon 
Ochus caufed the five hundred citizens, though they were 
come out with olive-branches in the* hands, as badges of 
fubmiffion, to be fhbt with darts upon the fpot. After 
this barbarous execution, he and Tennes marched at the 
head of the Perfian army towards the city, and were ad¬ 
mitted without the leaft oppofitinn by Mentor, and the 
Greek mercenaries, to whom Tennes, in leaving the city, 
had delivered up one of the gates for that purpofe. The 
Sidonians, on the approach of Ochus’s army, had defign- 
:dly burnt all their fhips, to prevent any perfon’s with- 
Irawing himfeli from the defence of his country. There¬ 
of, finding themfelves thus betrayed, and the enemy 
vithin the walls, without any means left them to make 
heir efcape, either by fea or land, they fhut themfelves 
ip with their wives and children in their houfes, and, 
ettiog fire to them, confirmed themfelves, to the number 
f forty thoufanH, with all their valuable effeffs. Tennes 
riet with no better fate than his fubjetts had experienced, 
or, Ochus, feeing he could do him no farther fervice, 
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and detefting in his heart the treachery of the mart* 
caufed his throat to be cut, left he fhould out-iive the 
ruin which he' himfelf had brought upon his country, 
Sidon, being at that time in a very flourifhing condition, 
a vaft quantity of gold and filver was melted down by the 
flamss, and found in the allies, which Ochus fold for 
great fums of money. The ruin and total deftrudtion of 
Sidon terrified the other cities of Phccnice to fuch a de¬ 
gree, that they all voluntarily fubmitted to the conqueror, 
each of them making peace with the king upon the bell: 
terms they could obtain. Neither was Ochus unwilling to 
compound with them, that he might be no longer retarded 
from putting in execution the defign he had upon Egypt. 
Thus all Phucnice was again brought under the Perfian 
yoke m ; and the prophecies of Ifaiah, Jeremiah, Eze¬ 
kiel, and Zet hariah, touching the deftruction of Sidon, 
were fulfilled. 

S a u. After Tennes reigned Strato; for fuch of the Sido- 
nians as, by being abfent on traffick at fca, or on other 
occafions, had efcaped the maflacre, returning home after 
Ochu3 was gone back into Perfia, rebuilt the city, but 
ever afterwards bore an immortal averfion to the Perfian 
name. No wonder then, if in a few years after ijieir 
calamity, they fo readily fubmitted to Alexander^ the 
Great, eagerly embracing that opportunity of Ihaking off 
the yoke they groaned under. For the Sidonians are 
counted among the firlt in thofe parts who fent ambaf- 
fadors to Alexander, as he marched through Phcenice, 
tp make their fubmillon. Strato it feems did not ap¬ 
prove of this refolution, but could not prevent it, the 
citizens being obftinately bent againft the Perfians. 
Jfr. of FI. For we are told that Alexander deprived him of the 
Ame'&ir c F° wn ’ becaufe he fubmitted at the mitigation of the 
. citizens, and not of his own accord 0 . Theopompus, as 
— . ■ <l uotec l by Athensiis gives him the character of a moil 

lewd and voluptuous prince ; and tells us in particular, 
that in order to affemble the women, and have theteby an 
opportunity of choofing the mod beautiful for his own 
ufe, he inftituted public fports, confiding'chiefly of 
dancing and finging, wherein fuch as excelled the others 
were amply rewarded. Ail ian p fays' he died an unna- 


TnftiiP'uh lib ' XV ' - tVS'—533- 0 Curt. lib. iv. cap. 

Juflm. hb. si. cap. id. 4 Diod. Sic. lib, xvii, « AtL 
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tural death. Of one Strato, king of Sidon, St. Jerom i 
relates, that, having adhered to the king of Egypt againft 
the Perfians, and finding himfelf in danger of falling into 
the hands of an enemy, from whom he had no reafon to 
expeft any favour, he refolved to prevent the impend¬ 
ing calamity, by*laying violent hands on himfelf; but 
fainting in the execution of his defign, his wife, who was 
prefent, fnatching, with a manly refolution, the fword 
oilt of his hand, freed him from that perplexity, by put¬ 
ting firft him, and then herfelf, to death, without (hew¬ 
ing the leaft concern. But the circumftances of this 
king’s death, if true, plainly (hew that he was not the 
fame perfon whom Alexander the Great (tripped of his 
dominions, on account of his attachment to the Perfian 
intereft. This Strato, king of Sidon, is alfo mentioned 
by Maximus Tyrius 

Strato was fucceeded by Ballonymus, of whofe affump- 
tion to the throne we have the following account from 
Diodorus. Alexander having depofed Strato, gave He- 
phxftio power to beftow the crown of Sidon upon which 
of his friends hepleafed to promote. Hephseftio thus au- 
thorifed, named to the royal dignity one of the chief 
citizens, in whofe houfe he then lodged, and was fplen- 
didly entertained, defiring him to accept of it as a pledge 
of his friendihip, and an acknowlegement of the many 
favours he had received in his houfe. The citizen, not 
at all dazzled by the fight of a crown, returned the ge¬ 
nerous gueft a thoufand thanks ; but at the fame time 
carneftly begged he would excufe him from affuming 
a dignity to which he had no title, as not being of the 
royal family. Hephauftio was not a little furprifed at this 
anlwer; but finding the Sidonian in earneft, defired he 
would name fome one of the royal race to be inverted 
with the dignity which he himfelf had refufed. He ac¬ 
cordingly named Ballonymus, a man of an unblemifhed 
charafter, but fo poor, that he was reduced to five in a 
very obfcure condition, and to maintain himfelf with his 
daily labour. However, his poverty and mean condition 
were no objection to Hephieftio, who immediately dif- 
patched a melfenger to him with the royal robes, and 
tidings of his elevation to the throne. The meffenger 
found him all in rags, working in a garden as a common 
labourer. He was actually employed in drawing water 

' Hier. contra Jovian, lib. i, f Max, Tyr, Serin, iv. 
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cut of a veil, when the meflenger acquainted him with 
his elevation to the throne, and cloathed him with the 
royal robes. He accepted without delay the new dignity, 
and proceeding with the meflenger towards the city, was 
there received by Hephteltio with all the marks of dis¬ 
tinction due to bis character. Being iriAroduced into the 
Jorum, among the joyful fhouts of the people, extremely 
pleafed with his election, he was proclaimed king of 
.Sidon The fame occurrence is related, 1 .with fome fmall 
variation of circumftance.s, by Plutarch ", Curtius *, and 
Juflin r. Plutarch calls this king Alynomus ; Curtius fays 
his name was Abdolomius; and Juftin makes it Abdalomi- 
jius. Plutarch aflerts he was king of Paphus ; and Dio¬ 
dorus reprefents both him and his predecefibr as kings of 
Tyre. But in this particular we have abandoned him, 
to follow the current of hiftory, which places Strato and 
Ballonymus among the kings of Sidon. All w-e know' of 
his reign is, that to the laft he proved faithful to the Ma¬ 
cedonians, to whom he was indebted for his crown. 
And now that we have brought the kings of Sidon down 
to the cunqucll of Phcenice by the Macedonians, let us re¬ 
turn to the kings of Tyre. 


Kings cfTyre. 

_ arc left quite in the dark as to the ferics of the 
kings who reigned at 1 yre before Abibal, with whom 
Jofephus and iheophilus Antiochenus begin the fuc- 
ceflion they have furnifhed us with from Menander the 
Lphefian, and Dius, both authors, as Jofephus calls them, 
of unqueflionable credit. Dius, by birth a Phtrnician, 
wrote the hillory ol Tyre, extrafted from the public re¬ 
cords, which were carefully preserved in that city. And 
Menander compiled the lives and aftions of princes, both 
jT f , ‘biihanan, as the fame Jofephus tells us, from 
public archives. 

'Fhe firll king of Tyre mentioned by thofe hiflorians is 
Ab'ba), or Abeimal, as he is named by Thcophilus. 
M ith regard to h,s adlions, and the years of his reign, we 
arc left quite m the dark. He was contemporary with 
David, and probably joined with the neighbouring nations 
agnmft him, finite David counts the inhabitants of Tyre 
among his enemies z . 1 


■ Diodorus Siculus lib. «ii. "Plutarch d= Fortun, Al„an- 
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Abibal was fucceeded by his fon Hiram, whom Tbeo- Yr. of FI, 
philus calls fometimes Hieromus, and fometimes Hiero- 1301. 
menus; Jofephus denominates him Hiram and Irom ; Ant ^ ( r lir * 
Tatian and Zonaras write Chiramus. This prince main- 104 
tained a clofe friendlhip with king David, to whom he 
fent ambafladorsf probably, to congratulate him upon his 
victory over the Jebufites, whom he had juft then driven 
from the ftrong hold of Zion, and to conclude an alli¬ 
ance. He prefented him with cedar-trees, and font fk.il-* 
ful workmen to build him a palace in Jerufalem*. And 
hence he is faid in Scripture to have been “ ever a lover 
of David y .” Upon the death of David, and the fucceffion 
of Solomon to the throne, the affeftion Hiram had ever 
maintained for the father, piompted him to fend a con¬ 
gratulatory embafly to the fon, upon the news of his ac- 
ceffion to the government. Upon the return of thofe am- 
bafladors, Solomon embraced the ocCafion, and wrote a 
letter to Hiram, in thefe terms: 

“ King Solomon to king Hiram, greeting. 

“ Be it known to thee, O King, that my father David 
“ had it a long time in his mind to ereCt a temple to the 
“ Lord ; but being perpetually in war, and under a 
“ neceflity of clearing his hands of his enemies, and 
“ making them all his tributaries, before he could attend 
“ this great and holy work, he hath left it to me, in 
“ time of peace, both to begin, and to finifh it, accord- 
“ ing to the direction, as well as the prediction, of Al- 
“ mighty God. Blefled be his great name, for the pre- 
“ lent tranquility of my dominions ! and by his gracious 
" afliftance, I fhall now dedicate the belt improvements 
“ of this liberty and leifure to his honour and worfhip. 

“ Wherefore I make it my requeft, that you will let fome 
“ of your people go along with fome fervants of mine, 

" to Mount Libanus, to affift them in cutting down ma- 
11 terials for this building; for the Sidonians underlland 
“ it much better than we do. As for the workmen’s 
“ reward, or wages, whatever you think reafonable, fhall 
“ be punctually paid them.” 

Hiram was much pleafed with Solomon’s letter, and 
returned him the following anfwer : 

11 King Hiram to king Solomori, 

■ “ Nothing could have been more welcome to itie, than 
“ to underlland that the government of your blefled fa- 


* a Sam. v, u. and 1 Chron. jiiv. 1. 
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" ther is devolved, by God’s providence, into the Rands 
“ of fo excellent, fo wife, and fo virtuous a fucceffor ; His 
“ holy name be praifed for it! That which you write 
“ for fhall be done with all care and good will ; for I will 
“ give order to go down, and export fuch quantities of 
“ the faired cedars, and cyprefs-trees, as you fhall have 
“ occafion for. My people fhall bring them to the fea- 
“ fide for you, and from thence fhip them away to what 
“ part you pleafe, where they may lie ready for your own 
“ men to tranfport them to Jerufalem. It would be a 
“ great obligation, after all this, to allow us fuch a pro- 
“ vifion of corn in exchange, as may Hand with your 
“ convenience'; for that is the commodity we illandcrs 
“ x-'nt molt z .” 

J ■( pirns niTurcs us, that the originals of thefe letters 
were extant in his time, both in the Jewifh and Tyrian 
records (fl) And they are entirely agreeable to what is 
delivered in Scripture upon the fame fubjcfl. Solomon 
was highly plcafed with Hiram’s anfwer, and, in return 
for his generous offers, ordered him a yearly prefent of 
twenty thoufand meafures of wheat, and as many mea- 
fures of pure oil. Befides the cedar-wood, and other 
materials for building the temple, Hiram fent to Solomon 
a man, who was very famous in Tyre for working in gold, 
fiver, and other metals, to nflift and dire£t him in that 
gre.iL undertaking. Neither did Hiram’s friendlhip to¬ 
wards Solomon hop here; for he not only furnilhed him 
with the choicefl wood from Mount Libanus, and able 
architects and workmen, but moreover advanced him She 
hundred and twenty talents of gold for finifhing of the 
fabric. Solomon was lint behind-haud with him in his ac- 
knowlegcmcnts and prefents ; fur, befides the yearly fup- 
ply of wheat and oil above mentioned, he bellowed upun 
him twenty cities in the land of Galilee, not far from 
lyre, which Hiram frankly declined accepting, as they 
were not much to his liking. From this refufal, that 
part of the country was called Cabul, that is, dlfpleafmg \ 


* JcTeph. lib. viii. cap. z. 
ubi iupra. 

(B) Eufebius, who calls tbi» 
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fephus. He makes this Sido- 
nian monarch fay, that he had 
fent to Solomon eighty thuu- 


a i Kings, ix. 13, and JofepJi. 

find Phoenicians and Tyrians 
—That the architect he fent 
him was a Tyrian by birth ; 
hut that, by the mother’s fide, 
he was defeended of the tribe 
of David, Sec. 

Hiram 




27 


The Hifiory of the Pktenhians. 

Hiram proved no lefs ferviccable to Solomon in equip¬ 
ping his fleet, than in perfefting the grand work of the 
temple. For he no foonei heard that the king of Ifrael 
defigfted to build a fleet at Eloth and Ezion-geber (two 
fea-poit towns in the Rod Sea), in order to carry on a 
trade from thcn& to Ophir, than he generoufly furniflied 
him with as many buiidersnud fhipwrights as he had oc- 
calion for; and afterwards feat him expert pilots, and 
fkilful mariners, to condudt his Ihips to the land of Ophir. 

Dius, as quoted by Jofephus, tells us, that the love of 
wifdom was the chief inducement to that tendernefs of 
friendfhip between Solomon and Hiram; that they inter¬ 
changed certain riddles to be unfolded, upon condition, 
that he who failed of the folution fhould incur a forfeiture ; 
and that Hiram, finding the queflion too hard for him, 
paid the penalty. But one Abdemonus, a Tyrian, re- 
folved the queflion, and propofed new riddles to Solo¬ 
mon, upon the penalty of paying fo much to Hiram, if 
he did not folve them to fatisfadlion. 

The kingdom of Tyre was in a very flourifhing condi¬ 
tion under this prince. He repaired and improved diver* 
cities in the eallern parts of his dominions; enlarged 
Tyre, and, by the help of a dam, joined it to the temple 
of the Olympian Jupiter, (landing in an ifland. In thia 
temple he dedicated a golden pillar to Jupiter. He built 
two temples, one to Hercules, another to Aftarte ; and 
■enriched them with donatives. To Hercules he alfo 
credled a flatue, and is faid to have repaired the temples 
of^jther gods, and endowed them to a very great value 
Hiram, it feems, was rather a religious than a warlike 
prince ; for the only military expedition we read of, dur¬ 
ing his reign, is that which he undertook againft the Ey- 
ceans, who refuted to pay him a certain tribute ; but they 
were foon reduced to reafon. 

It is related by Tatian, from Theodotus, Hyficrates, 
andMochus, three Phoenician hiftorians, that king Hiram 
gave his daughter in marriage to Solomon, who was, by 
her influence, induced to worfliip Afhteroth, the goddefs 
of the Sidonians'. Hiram lived fifty-three years, and’ 
reigned thirty-four 4 . 

He was fucceeded by his fon Baleazar, Baleaftartus, 
or Bazor, as Theophilus calls him, who feigned feven 
years, according to Jofephus, and feventeen, according 

b M-enand. F.phef. & Dius, apud Jnfeph. ubi fupra, a Tatian. 
Out. contra Givccos. a Theopb. Antioch, lib. tii, 
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to Theophilus; and died in the forty-third year of his 
age 

Abdaftartus, the fon of Baleazar, fucceeded his father y 
and died, according to Jofephus, in the twentieth year 
of his life, and the ninth of his reign. Theophilus fays, 
he died at the age of fifty-four, after havirig reigned twelve 
years; This prince was murdered by his lturfe’s four fons, 
the eldeft of whom ufurped the kingdom, and governed 
it twelve years. 

Allartus, the brother of Abdaftartus, recovered the 
throne to his family, lived fixty-fix years, and reigned 
twelve. 

After him came his brother Aftarimus, who lived, if 
we may believe Jofephus, fifty-four years, and reigned 
twelve. Theophilus calls him Atharymus, and fays, 
that he lived fifty-eight years. He was aflaflinated by his 
brother Phelles, who affirmed the government in the 
fiftieth year of his age. 

The ufurper Phelles, or, as Theophilus calls him. 
Holies, did not long enjoy the throne he had acquired by 
fo bafe and wicked an act ; for he was murdered in the 
eighth month of his reign, by 

Ithobal, whom Theophilus names Juthobal, fon to 
Aftarimus, and chief prieft of the goddefs Aftarte; which 
dignity was next to that of the king. Ithobal lived to 
the age of fixty-cight years, and ruled thirty-two, fays 
Jofephus; but, if we credit Theophilus, he lived forty 
years, and reigned twelve. He is called in Scripture 
Eth-Baal, and ftylcd king of the Sidonians f . Jofephus 
gives him the title of king of Tyre and Sidon. Whence 
it is plain, that, in Eth-Baal’s time, Sidon was fubjeft to 
1 yre. When that fubjeftion began is uncertain; for, 
even in king Hiram’s time, the Tyrians were, in all pro¬ 
bability, mailers of Sidon ; fince Solomon, in the beginr 
ning of his reign, applied to Hiram for workmen of Si¬ 
don, who were famous for their Ikill in hewing of timber, 
Ithobal built Botrys in Phcenice, and Auzates in Africa. 
Jezebel, king Ahab s wife (whom we lhall have occafiun 
to mention hereafter), was daughter to this prince. Me¬ 
nander, as quoted by Jofephus, tells us, that, in “the 
tune o Eth-Baal, king of Tyre, there was an extreme 
i roug t, that lafted from the month Hyperberefieus, till 

e ame month next year. Prayers being put up for 
averting t e judgment, were followed by mighty claps of 

r/ofcph. lib. i. contra Apion. S , Kingi xvi. j,; 

thunder." 
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thunder®.” This was undoubtedly the drought under 
Ahab ; for it w'as in his reign that Eth-Baal was king of 
Tyre. 

After him his fon Bade/.or (who, by Theophilus, is Badcxar, 
called Bazor) reigned, according to Jofephus, fix years, 
and lived forty-fit'e. Theophilus fays, he reigned feven. 

His fon Mettinus fucceeded him, and reigned nine Mettinus. 
years, fays Jofephus; twenty-nine according to Theo¬ 
philus. He died in the thirty-iecond year of his age, 
leaving behind him two foils, Pygmalion and Barca, and 
as many daughters, Elifa and Anna. 

Pygmalion afeended the throne on the death of his PygmaUn, 
father Mettinus, being at that time, as we are told by 
Juitin b , very young that is, fixteen, according to the com¬ 
putation of Jofephus, who fuppofes him to have lived 
fifty-fix years, and reigned forty '. It was in the feventh 
year of his reign thathis filler Elifa, called alfoDido, flying 
fromType, built Carthage in Africa. The occafion of her 
flight is commonly related thus : Pygmalion, coveting the 
immenfe riches of his uncle Sichxus, who was a priell 
of Hercules, and had married his filler Elifa, determined, 
by fome means or other, to make them his own. But, 
as his purpofe could not be efledted fo long as Sichscus 
was alive, he invited him one day to hunt with him; and 
while their attendants were engaged in the purfuit of a 
w ild boar, ran him through with a lp ear ; then, throwing 
him down a precipice, gave out, that the fall had been 
the occafion of his death. Jullin and Virgil fay, that 
Pygmalion barbaroufly murdered his uncle at the altar k . 

But, however that be, he reaped no advantage from his 
treachery: be was difappointed, when he leall expected 
it, by the prudent and artful conduct of his After Elifa, 
who, being a woman of great fagacity and penetration, 
well knew what had prompted him to the murder of her 
hufband ; but, at the fame time, concealing her thoughts 
with the molt artful diflimulation, /hewed the fame kind- 
nefs and efteem for him, as though flie had not enter¬ 
tained the lealt fufpicion of bis guilt. Mean while, hav¬ 
ing formed a defign of leaving Tyre, and faving both her- 
felf, and the treasures of her defeated hufband, from the 
cruel avarice of Pygmalion, under pretence of retiring to 
Charta or Chartaca, a iiiiall city between Sidon and Tyre, 

s Menand. Eplief. apud Jnfeph. Antirj. lib. viii. cap. y, h .Juf- 
flin. lib. xviii. i Jq!(■ [■ h. confra Apion, lib. i. a Judin, 

lib. xnii. cap. 4. Vug. JEueid. i. ver. 348-T3JO. 
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to live with her brother Barca, fhe defired the king to 
furnifh her with men and ftlips to convey thither her 
effefts. The covetous prince looked upon this as a fair 
opportunity of feizing at laft what he had for fo long a 
time earneftly defired, though always in vam ; becaufe 
Sichteus, who was thoroughly acquainted with his ne¬ 
phew’s avaricious temper, had taken care to conceal his 
riches under-ground. With this view Pygmalion wil¬ 
lingly granted Elifa her requeft t {lie being affifted by her 
brother Barca, and feveral fenators, who were privy to 
her true defign, and engaged to follow her at all adven¬ 
tures, her treafures were put on board, and the fleet out of 
fight,’ before Pygmalion was apprifed of her refolution. 
We are told, that feeing himfelf thus deluded by a wo¬ 
man, and the vaft riches, which he deemed already lecured 
in his own coffers, fnatched, by fuch a cunning device, 
out of his hands, he ordered a fleet to be fitted out with 
all poffible expedition, in order to purfue the fugitives; 
hut was prevented by the tears of his mother and the 
threats of an oracle. The firft place our adventurers 
touched at was the ifle of Cyprus, from whence they 
carried off a great number of young women, a fupply they 
wanted mod of all, fince their defign was to plant a new 
colony. From Cyprus they fleered their courfe to the 
coalt of Africa, where they landed, and, being kindly 
entertained by the inhabitants of Utica, a Tyrian colony, 
laid the foundation of Carthage; a city which, in after¬ 
ages, became fo powerful both by lea and land, as to 
contend with Rome for the empire of the world‘. From 
Barca fprang the illultrious family of the Barca: in Africa ; 
which produced many celebrated heroes, and, among 
others, the great Hannibal. Pygmalion is faid, by Ste- 
phanus, to have built the city of Carpafia in the ifland of 
Cyprus. He fent to the temple of Hercules, in the iiland 
of Gades, a rich donative, being the figure of an olive- 
tree of maflivc gold, and of moft exquifite and curious 
workmanfliip ; its berries, which were of emerald, bear¬ 
ing a wondcrous refemblance to the natural fruit of that 
tree k . 

The next king of Tyre we find mentioned in hiftory, is 
Elul-.cus, who reigned ip the'time of Shalmanefer, king 
of Affyria. This prince, feeing the Philiftines broken 

1 Juftin. lib. aviii. cap. 4. Orof. lib. iv. cap. a. Appian.de 
Bell. Pun. I.iv, Pecad. iv. lib. 4. Serv. in lib. iv. ASneid. Jofeph. 
ubiiuprn, See. k Philoftrar. inVit. Apollon, lib. v. cap. 1. 
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ami cfifpirited by the war which Hezckiah had made upon 
them, jzid hold of the opportunity of reducing Gath, 
which had fome time before revolted from the Tyrian*. 
Whereupon the Gittites, applying to Shalmancfer, en¬ 
gaged him in their caufe ; fo that he marched at the head 
of a powerful army into Phoenice ; but, upon the conclu- 
lion of a peace between him and Elulseus, he withdrew 
his troops, and retired. Not long after this event, Sidon, 
Arce, Palaetyrus, and feveral other maritime towns of 
Phcenice, revolting from the Tyrians, proclaimed Shal- 
manefer their king. Thus a new war being kindled 
between the Tyrians and Aflyrians, Shalmancfer, highly 
provoked againft the Tyrians, the only people in Phcenice 
that difputed his power and authority, refolved to ufe his 
utmoft endeavours to reduce their city, and therefore, 
befides his land forces, he ordered a fleet of fixty fail to 
■be equipped againft them. But this navy was encountered 
and difperfed by the Tyrians, with only twelve veffels, and 
five hundred of the rowers were taken prifoners. Thii 
viftory gained the Tyrians fucli reputation for naval af¬ 
fairs, that Shalmanefer, dreading to engage them a fccond 
time at fea, turned the war into a fiege, and leaving the 
army to block up the city, returned into Aflyria. The 
forces hE left behind him reduced the place to great ftraits, 
iiy flopping the aquedufls, placing guards by the fpiings, 
and cutting oft all the conveyances of water. However, 
by digging wells within the city, they found fome relief 
in their diftrefs, which enabled them to hold out for the 
1‘pace of five years; at the end of which, Shalmanefer dy¬ 
ing, the fiege was raifed 0 . Elulasus reigned thirty years. 

Ithobal II. pofl'effed the throne in the time of Nebu¬ 
chadnezzar king of Babylon, who laid fiege to the city of 
Tyre, which kept that mighty monarch employed for 
thirteen years together p. Such was the power of the Ty¬ 
rians at that time. We have the defeription of the fiege 
in Ezekiels, who mentions a fort raifed againft the place, 
a mount caft up, and engines of war erefted to batter 
down its walls. At laft, Nebuchadnezzar made him- 
felf m after of the city; but, as moft part of the citizens 
had retired, with all their effefls, elfewhere, before he 
entered the place, he had nothing but an empty town for 
his pains, as is plain from the Scripture, where it is faid, 
“ Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon caufed his army to 

" Jofeph. Antiq. lib, ix. cap. 14. P Philoftrat. 

apiid Jofeph. Antiq. lib. x. cap. 11. and lib. i. contra Apion. 
1 Ezek, xxvi, 8. & Icq. 
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ferve a great fervicc againft Tyrus—yet he had no wages# 
nor his army, for Tyrus.” Finding himfelf thus difap- 
pninted, he vented his rage upon the buildings, and the 
few inhabitants that were left, rafing the town to the 
ground, and putting all he found in it to the fwoid. 
Ithobal, in whofe reign this difafter happened to Tyre, 
was, according to the character the prophet gives him r , a 
molt proud, arrogant, ami afluming prince; pretended 
to know all ferrets, to be as wife as Daniel, and even 
went fo far as to rank himfelf among the gods ; an im¬ 
pious pride which brought that heavy judgment upon 
him, “ Beraufe thou halt fet thine heart as the heart of 

God; behold, therefore, I will bring ftrangers upon thee;_ 

they lhall bring thee down to the pit, and thou fhalt die 
the death of them that are Haiti in the midll of the leas 
From whence eve may conclude, that, in this war, he 
was (lain by the AlTyrians. 

As it is plain from Scripture, that Nebuchadnezzar 
utterly deilroyed the city of Tyre, which he found empty; 
and as, on the other hand, we are told by the Phoeni¬ 
cian hillori,ms, that Ithoba! was fucceeded in the king- 
110111 ot i yre by Baal, and Baal by feveral temporary ma- 
gilliatcs; it is very probable, that the inhabitants of Tyre 
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retreated with their eilecls, before Nebuchadnezzar car- 
tied the place, to an ifl.nid about half a mile dillant from 
the fliorc, where they built themfclvcs a new city; which, 
after the deltruclion of the old town, fubmitted to Ne¬ 
buchadnezzar, who appointed Baal to be his viceroy. 
But, upon Baal s death, in order to make the government 
more dependent on the AlTyrians, he changed the royal 
dignity into that of temporary magiftrates, called fulfetes 
1 . ' or judges ; a name well known among the Carthagi¬ 
nians, who were originally Tyrians. 

Baal reigned ten years, and, upon his death, the fol¬ 
lowing judges had the government of the city ; Ecnfbal 
tile Ion of Balhech, two months ; Chelbcs, the foil of Ab- 
1 *us, ten months; the high-priclt Abhar, three months; 
JMytgonus or Myttonus, and Geraitus, the foils of Abde- 
Jmius, hx years. AfterTyre had been thus governed for 
jime years by judges, the royal dignity was reltored 5 


' Eztk ' xxvm - 3, 4. « Ibid. ver. S, 7, 8. 
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the chief governors of Ifrael 
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rations, before they had kings.” 
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Balator created king; but both he and his fucceffors 
were entirely dependent on, and tributatries to, the Af- 
fyrians, for the fpace of feventy years; which being ex¬ 
pired, they recovered, according to the prophecy of 
Ifaiah r , their ancient liberty. Balator reigned but one 
year; and at his death, the Tyrians invited Merbal from 
Babylon, who reigned four years. 

Merbal was fuoceeded by his brother Irom, who reigned 
twenty years. In the fourteenth year of Irom’s reign, 
Cyrus, according to the Phoenician annals, made himfelf 
matter of the Perlian empite*. 

Several years after Irom, reigned Marten the fon of 
Sirom. He ferved in Xerxes’s navy againft the Greeks ; 
and, with the other commanders, adviled him to engage 
the Grecian fleet at Salamis '. The Tyrians, as well as 
the other Phoenicians, were, at this time, tributaries to 
the Perlians, though under a king of their own, being 
greatly favoured by the Perlian monarchs, in confidera- 
tion of the fervices they rendered them in their naval ex¬ 
peditions. 

About this time reigned Strato, whole acceiTion to 
the throne is thus related by Juftin". The haves, who 
were then very numerous at Tyre, having formed a con- 
fpiracy again!! their mailers, murdered them all in one 
night (except Strato, whom his have fecretly faved); 
■and, taking poilellion of the city, married their miltrefles, 
and put all the others to the fword, who were not of their 
own race. Having thus not only recovered their liberty, 
hut made themfelves abfolute lords of the Hate, they re- 
folved to create a king out of their own body, and un- 
animoufly agreed, that he fhould be raifed to that dignity, 
as being the moll acceptable to the gods, who, the next 
morning, Ihould firft fee the riling fun. In purfuance of 
this refolution and agreement, they appointed to meet 
about midnight in an open field, on the ealt fide of the 
city, and there, with one accord, bellow the crown upon 
the perfon to whom the fun Ihould fhew himfelf firft. 
In the mean time, Strata’s Have, having imparted the 
whole matter to his matter, whom he kept carefully con¬ 
cealed, was by him inftrutled to turn himfelf, not to the 
eaft, as the others would probably do, but to the weft, 
?nd there keep his eyes fixed on the top of the higheft 

’ xxiii. rj, 17. ■ Vide Jofeph, lib. i. contra Apion, 

‘Herodotus, lib. vi. cap. 98. & lib. viii. cap. 67. “ Juftin. 

fo>. xvui. cap. 3. r r J 
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tower of the city. The 1 lave obeyed his mailer’s direc¬ 
tions, and was therefore looked upon by the whole mul¬ 
titude as no bettei than a mad-man ; it faeming to them 
very llrange, that a man fliould look for the rinng-fun in 
the weft. But they were foon made fenGble of their 
error ; for, while the others itood gazing towards the 
ealt, in expedition of feeing the, fun appear, Strato’s 
Have fliewed them the high edifices of the city already il¬ 
luminated with his rays j whereupon he was highly ap¬ 
plauded by his companions, and eagerly prefled to name 
the perfon to whom he was indebted for fuch a wife con¬ 
trivance, which they could not aferibe to him, or any 
other flare. He refufed at firlt to gratify their curiofity ; 
but, at lull, upon promife of impunity for himfelf, and 
the perfon he fliould name, he owned, that, out of com¬ 
panion and gratitude towards his mailer, who had always 
treated him with great humanity and kindnefs, he had 
faved both him and his foil in the common maflacre, and 
adled in the affair they were fo inquifitive about, accord¬ 
ing to his direflions. 1 he multitude not only pardoned 
the Have, but, looking on the mailer as one prelerved by 
a particular providence of the gods, immediately pro¬ 
claimed him king. 1 his is all we know of Strato. 

Al Ins dimife, his fun was placed on the throne; anil 
the kingdom ol lyre was enjoyed-by his defcendcnls, 
among whom, the only prince we find mentioned in hii- 
tory is Azelmic, in whole reign happened the memorable 
fiege and lcdudlion ol that city by Alexander the Greatt. 
^ c may judge of its flouriflung condition at that time, 
from the Hand it made againlt that victorious prince, 
fince it (lopped the courfe of his whole army full feven 
months. As the conqueror approached the territories of 
i vre, the fyrians fent out ambafladors to meet him 
(amongtl whom was the king’s own foil), with prefents 
lorhmnelf, and provifions for his army; but, when he 
e in d iu enter the city, under pretence of offering facrifice 
to cicules, they refufed him admittance; a repulfc 
w it. i pi evoked Alexander, now flulhed with fo many vic¬ 
tories, to inch a degree, that he refolved to Itorm the city, 
and enter it by force. On the other hand, the Tyrians, 
no at all terrified by Alexander’s threats, determined 
o u ain t le fiege to the Jail. What encouraged them to 
this resolution, was the llrcngth of the place, and the 
confidence they had in the Carthaginians, their allies. 

> Arrianuc, lib. ii. 
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The city then Rood on an ifland half a mile diftant from 
the fhore ; was furrounded with a ftrong wall an hundred 
and fifty feet high, and ftored with great plenty of provi- 
fions, and all forts of warlike machines ; befides, the Car¬ 
thaginians, who were then matters of the feas, had pro- 
mifed to fend thelh fucCours. What animated the Ty¬ 
rians to ftand a fiege, gave Alexander no fmall uneafinefs 
in the undertaking; for he could no otherwife make his 
approaches to it, than by carrying a mole or caufey from 
the continent to the ifland on which the city flood. This 
grand work he undertook ; and, as he was refolved at any 
rate to reduce the city, he accomplilhed it atiaft, maugre 
the innumerable, and almoft unfurmountable difficulties 
with which it was attended. He was aflifted in railing 
the mole (which was two hundred feet in breadth) by the 
inhabitants of the neighbouring cities, who were all called 
in on this occafion ; fupplied with ftones from the ruins 
of old Tyre, and with timber from Mount Libanus. The 
Tyrians at firft looked upon this undertaking as a rafh and 
defperate attempt, which could never be attended with 
any fuceefs ; and therefore, from their fhips, they afked 
him in dcrifion. Whether he believed himfelf to be greater 
than Neptune ? But, feeing the mole beginning to appear 
above water, they refolved, for fear of the worft, to fend 
their wives and children, and fuch as Were not fit for fer- 
vice, to Carthage ; but were prevented by the arrival of 
Alexander’s fleet from Cyprus. Neither could the Car¬ 
thaginians affift them with the promifed fuCcours, being 
detained at home by domeftic troubles. However, the 
Tyrians perfifted in the refolution of Handing to their de¬ 
fence, firft from their fhips, and afterwards, as the mole 
was brought nearer the city, from the walls, with fhowers 
of arrows, darts, ftones, and other mifliles, wherewith 
they made a mod dreadful havock of the Macedonians, 
who were employed in the work, and expofed without 
any defence. But what moft of all difheartened the 
enemy, was a violent ftorm, which, arifing all on a 
Bidden, carried away, in a great part, the caufey, after 
it had been, with unwearied labour, and great lofs of men, 
brought neaT the walls of the city. This unlucky acci¬ 
dent perplexed Alexander to fuch a degree, that he began 
to repent he had undertaken the fiege, and would have 
fent ambaffadors to the Tyrians with terms of peace, had 
he believed they would have hearkened to them. But, 
as they had thrown headlong into the fea the ambaffadors, 
who, before the fiege, had,.in his name, fummoned them 

to 
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to furrender, he was afraid thofe he fhould fend now, 
might meet with the fame, or more fevere treatment. 
Being therefore diverted, by this apprehenfion, from all 
thoughts of making up matters by way of treaty, and 
fully apprized, that his reputation, and the future pro¬ 
gress of his arms, entirely depended upon the fuccefs of 
the prefent undertaking, he reaflumed, with feeming 
chearfulnefs, the work ; repaired, with incredible expe¬ 
dition, the breach, which the fea had made in the mole ; 
and, having brought it again almoft home to the city, be¬ 
gan to batter it with all forts of warlike engines, while 
the archers and flingers haraiTed, without interruption, 
thofe who defended it, in order to drive them from their 
pofts. But the Tyrians, by means of a new contrivance 
of wheels with many fpokes, which, being whirled about 
with an engine, either Blattered in pieces the enemies 
darts and arrows, or broke their force, covered themfelves 
agaiiiB the aggrelfors, and killed great numbers <of them, 
without fuffering any confiderable lofs on their own fide. 
In the mean time, the wall began to yield to the violence 
of the rams that battered it night and day without inter¬ 
ruption. In this dilemma, thebefieged, fetting all hands 
to work, raifed, in a very Ihort time, a new wall, ten 
cubits thick, and five cubits diftant from the former; and, 
by filling up the empty fpace between the two, with earth 
anil itones, kept the Macedonians a long while employed, 
ere they could make, with all their engines, the leaf! im- 
prefiion on this new fortification. Alexander, having 
joined many of his fhips together, and mounted them 
with a vaft number of battering engines, befides thofe he 
had already placed in the mole, fucceeded at laft in the 
attempt, and made a breach an hundred feet wide. Yet 
when he advanced to the afiault, in hopes of breaking into 
the city over the ruins, the Macedonians, though encou- 
raged with the prefence of their king, were forced to give 
ground, and retire with great lofs to their fhips. Alexan¬ 
der defigned to renew the attack next morning; but, the 
breach having been repaired by the Tyrians during the 
ni {; *u e P erce ‘ ve d himfelf no further advanced than 
when he firft began to batter the walls. He now refolred 
to change h.s meafures: having brought the mole home 
o t e wall, he eaufed feveral towers to be built equal in 
height to the battlements. Thefe towers he filled with 
e molt brave and refolute men in his army, who, pur- 
V' U ', t 0 J s d'rcdtions, having formed a bridge with large 
p ai-.ui mg with one end on the towers, and with the 
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other on the top of the ramparts, endeavoured, fword in 
fcand, to gain the wall; but could not prevail, being op- 
pofed by the Tyrians with unparalleled bravery, who ufed 
weapons with which the Macedonians were altogether un¬ 
acquainted. Thefe were three-forked hooks, fattened 
with a cord (one* end whereof they held), which, being 
thrown at a little didance, iluck in the enemies fhields, 
and gave the Tyrians an opportunity, either of plucking 
their targets out of their hands, and expoling them, with¬ 
out defence, to Ihowers of darts and arrows; or, if they 
were unwilling to part with their fhields, of pulling them 
headlong out of the towers : fome, by throwing a kind of 
fifhing-nets upon the Macedonians that were engaged on 
the bridges, entangled their hands, fo that they could nei¬ 
ther defend thcmfelves, or offend the enemy ; others, by 
means of long poles armed with iron hooks, drew them 
off the bridges, and dalhed their brains out againft the 
walls, or on the caufey. In the mean time, a great many 
engines, placed on the walls, played inceflantly upon the 
aggreflors with mafly balls of red-hot iron, which fwept 
aw'ay entire ranks at once. But what mod; of all dif- 
heartened the Macedonians in the attack, and forced 
them, at lad, to give it over, was, the fcorching fand, 
which the Tyrians, by a new contrivance, fhowered upon 
them : this fand (which was thrown in red-hot fhields 
of iron, or brafs) infinuating itfelf within their bread- 
plates, and coats of mail, tormented them to fuch a de¬ 
gree, that many, finding no other relief, threw themfelves 
headlong into the fea ; and others, dying in the anguifh 
of inexprettibie torments, druck, with their defperate 
cries, a terror into their companions. This execution oc- 
cafioned unfpeakable confufion among the affailants, and 
gave new courage to the Tyrians, who, now leaving the 
walls, charged the enemy hand to hand, on his own 
bridges, with fuch refolution, that Alexander, feeing hi* 
men give ground, thought fit to found the retreat, and, 
by that expedient, fave, in fome degree, the reputation 
of his Macedonians, Such defperate attacks were fre¬ 
quently renewed by the aggreflors, and always fuftained 
with the fame unbroken and undaunted courage by the 
befieged. At length Alexander began to entertain fome 
thoughts of abandoning the enterprize, and continuing 
his march into Egypt; but, confidering the dangerous 
confequences that mud have attended fuch a refolution, 
he determined to proceed with the fiege at all adventures, 
though, of all his captains, none was found, except 
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Amyntas, who approved of that determination. Having 
therefore exhorted his troops to perfevere, and encouraged 
them with affurances of fuccefs j he furrounded the city 
with his fleet, and began to batter it on all Tides. Mean 
While, one of the Tyrians, dreaming that Apollo defign- 
ed to forfake them, and go over to Alexander, they faf- 
Icned his flatue, with golden chains, to the altar of Her¬ 
cules. This coiofliis belonged formerly to the city of Gela 
in .Sicily, and was fent from thence by the Carthaginians, 
when they took Gela, to Tyre, their mother city I . In 
this Apollo the Tyrians greatly confided ; and therefore, 
upon the rumour that he was to abandon them, they had 
recourfe even to chains, in order to prevent his departure; 
but, their utter ruin being already decreed by the true 
God, and foretold by his prophets 1 , the confidence they 
placed in their idols could not avert the impending judg¬ 
ment. They were deftined to deftrudtion, and deftruc- 
tion was their fate ; for, Alexander, having, at laft, bat¬ 
tered down the walls, and taken the town by ftorm, after 
feven months fiege, fully executed the fentence, which 
the Tyrians had, by their pride, and other vice3, drawn 
down upon themfelves and their country. The city was 
burnt down to the ground, and the inhabitants (excepting 
thofe whom the Sidonians fecretly conveyed away in their 
(hips) were either deftroyed, or enflaved by the conqueror, 
who, upon his firft entering the city, put eight thoufand 
to the (word ; caufed two thoufand of thofe he took pri- 
foners, to be crucified, and fold the reft, to the number 
of thirty thoufand, fays Arrian, for (laves. His cruelty 
towards the two thoufand that were crucified, was highly 
unbecoming the character of a generous conqueror; and 
reflects an eternal difgrace upon his fame. Alexander 
treated them thus for no other reafon, than becaufe they 
had fought with fuch bravery and refolution in defence 
of their country ; but, to palliate the true caufe of fo 
bafe an a£tion, he gave out, that he tidied thus to re- 
venge, upon the prefent Tyrians, the crime which their 
forefathers committed, when they murdered their matters, 
as we have related above ; and that, being (laves by origin, 
crucifixion was the punifliment due to them. To make 
this pretence look the more plaufible, he fared all' the de¬ 
pendents of Strata, as not being involved in that guilt ; 
and, among them, king Azelmic; who, in the beginning 
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of the liege, was out with his fleet upon a naval expedi¬ 
tion, in conjunction with Autpphradates the Perfian ad¬ 
miral; but had haftened home, as foon as he was ac¬ 
quainted with |he danger of his country. After the city 
was reduced, he took fan'ftuary in the temple of Hercules, 
and was not only feared by the conqueror, but reftored to' 
the throne, after Alexander had re-peopled the place ; for, 
having thus cleared it of its former inhabitants, he planted 
it a-new with colonies drawn from the neighbouring 
parts ; and thenceforth ftyledhimfelf the founder of Tyre, 
a city which he had mod ungeneroufly deltroyed. Upoh 
taking the city, he unchained Apollo, returning him 
thanks for his intention of coming over to the Macedo¬ 
nians. He alfo offered facrifice to Hercules, and then 
( continued his march into Egypt *. 

The Kings of Arad. 

Arad, or Aradus, had its kings, as well as Sidon and 
Tyre ; but we find three of them only mentioned in hif- 
tory, namely, Arbal, h'is fon Narbal, who ferved under 
Xerxes in his great expedition *, and Geroftratus, who 
reigned many years after that period. He ferved Darius 
againll Alexander, joining the Perfian fleet, as other 
Pheenician and Cypriot princes did, till, hearing his fon 
Strato had put a crown of gold upon the head of Alex¬ 
ander, and given up to him the ifland-city of Aradus, that 
of Marathus on the main land over-againft it, as alfo 
Mariammia, or Mariame, and whatever elfe belonged 
to the Aradian dominion, he thought it molt for his in- 
terell to approve, feeminely at leaft, of what his fon had 
done, and to make his fubmiflion to the Macedonian b . 

1 Diod. Sic. ad Olymp. in. ann. i. Plutarch, in Alexand. 
CL^Cvirt. lib. iv, cap. 5.6. 11.15. Arrian, lib. u. p, 49- Juftin. 
lib. xi. cap. 10. & lib. xviii. cap. 34. Jofeph. Antiq. kb. xi. cap. 
ultim. a Herodot. lib. vii. cap. 98, _ b Arrian, 
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The Hijtory of the Jews, from the Birth , of 
Abraham to the Babylonifk Captivity. : 

tifennf ‘IT7’E have, in the preceding volume, carried on the 
tkiichap- W "hiftory of the world, and particularly ofthede- 
*rr, feenderrfs nfShem, from the flood to the birth of Abra¬ 

ham ; anj are now to continue it in the family of that ce¬ 
lebrated patriarch, from that remarkable epoch in which 
he was called, by die divine Ffovidence, out of his native 
country; into the Promifed Land, to that fatal period at 
which his dependents utere, by the fame divine appoint¬ 
ment, expelled out of it, and configned to a fevere feventy 
years captivity in Babylon, for thrciv ingratitude, difobe- 
dienEe, vice, and apoftacy. 

SECT. I. 

*The Geography of Palejline, or Holy Land. 

tani of P ALESTINE was firft called the Land of Canaan, or 
Prmiftde- Chanaan, from Noah’s grandfon, by whom it was 
firtisJ. peopled : but it has fince been more diftinguifhed by 

Parhuj ot ' ier appellations ; fucb a* the Land of Promife, the 

names. Land of God, the Land of Ifrael, the -Holy Land, and 
fometimes, by way of pre-eminence. The Land. It hath 
again been called Paleftine, from the Paleftines, or Phi- 
lillin.es, who poffeffed great part of it; andjudtea, or 
.Jladxa-Pateftina, from Judah, whofe tribe was the mod 
donfiderable of the twelve, and pofleffed the fined and 
mod fertile part of the whole. Chriftians, as well as 
JW/y- “aw dignified it with the title of Holy Land; 

* partly on account of its metropolis, fuppofcd to have beep 

the centre of God’s worlhip, and his peculiar habitation ; 
but chiefly for its being the’native country of Jefus Chrift, 
and the feene on whicn he accompliffied the great work 
madjudaa. of our redemption. The name df Judica it did not afiume 
till after the return of the Jews*frou» the Babylonifh cap¬ 
tivity, thojigh it had been dyled, long before, the king¬ 
dom of Jnflah, in oppofition to that of Ifrael, which re¬ 
volted freon it under Jeroboam, is the reign of Rchoboam, 

the 
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fon of Solomon *. But, after their return, the tribe 
of Judah, the chief, and, indeed, the only tribe that 
made a figure, fettling firft at Jerufalem, and in the . 
countries adjacent, and, by degrees, Spreading through 
the whole country, the dame of Jehudah and Jehudim 
quickly extended ttfelf to all the reft. 

As to the other names, by which profane authors have Other 
called it, fuch as Syria, Paleftina-Syria, Ccelefyria, *««"* 
Iduma, Idumea, and Phoenicia, or Phoenice, they were 
given out of contempt to the Jewiih nation, whom their 
neighbours did not account worthy to be diftinguilhed by 
any but the molt common names of contiguous provinces, 
and of which they looked upon them only as an obfcure 
and inconfiderable part. We find it even called Idumea, 
on no other account, but becaufe theldumeans feized on 
fome parts of jt during the Babylonilh captivity; though 
they were, fome time after the return, driven from it by 
the Maccabees. How Judaa came to be called alfo Phoe¬ 
nice, orPhtenicia, we have already ihewn in the hiftory 
of that nation. At prefent, the name of Paleftine is that gK j 
which has mod prevailed among the Chrillian doftors, paUJUne. 
Mahommedan and other writers h . 

As to its fituation, the Jews, from a particular Vene- Situatien. 
ration for fo celebrated a fpot, as well as from fome mif- 
taken paffages in one or two of the prophets, in which 
Jerufalem is faid to have been feated, by the Almighty, 
in the midft, or, as the Hebrew figuratively terms if, the 
navel of the earth, have conceived a notion, that it ftands 
in the very heart of all the nations, and the centre of the Believed 
world. Paleftine was inclofed, on the weft, by the Me- 
diterranean ; and, on the eaft, by the lake Afphaltites, ^, or y. 
the Jordan, the fea of Tiberias or of Galilee, and the Bounda - 
Samachonite Lalte : to the north it had the mountains of rut. 
Libanus, or rather, of Antilibanus, or the province of 
Phoenicia; and, to the fouth, Edom, or Idumea: from 
whence it was likewife parted by another ridge of high 
^mountains. It muft be here obferved, that we have con¬ 
fined ourfelves to that part which is properly called the 
Land of Promife : as for the other part, which belonged 
to two tribes and an half, on the other fide Jordan, called 
Perxa, and the land or kingdoms of Og, SKion, &c. 
their boundaries are not fo eafily ascertained, no more 

* > Kings xli. paffiru. 
cap. 7 . 


b See Relaod Psdeiiin. illuftret. 
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hung by hundreds in a duller, and as big as hens eggs, 
of an excellent tafle and flavour. Their vines yielded 
grapes twice, and fometimes three times, a year; great 
quantities of which were dried, and preferved for ufe, as 
well as their figs, plums, and other fruits. They had 
plenty of honey; the very trees diltflled it, and the 
rocks yielded it in great quantities; but whether that of 
the latter kind were there depofited by the indultrious 
bees, or produced feme other way, is much difputed by 
travellers and naturalifts. They likewife cultivated fugar. 
canes in great abundance; and the cotton, hemp, and 
flax, were moftly of their own growth and manufacture, 
except fome of a finer fort, thtft were brought to them 
from Egypt, and worn by thofe of the higher rank. 
Their vicinity to Libanus made the cedars, cyprefles, and 
other (lately and fragrant trees, very common in moll; 
parts of the land, but more efpecially in Jerufalem. 
Cattle, both large and fmall, they fed in vaft herds ; and 
the hilly country not only afforded them variety and 
plenty of pallure, but alfo of water, which defeended 
thence into the valleys and low-lands, which it fertilized; 
befides feveral other rivers and brooks, fome of the moll 
remarkable of which we lhall fpeak of in their proper 
places. But the molt fertile palture-grounds were on 
each fide the river Jordan, befides thofe of Sharon, or 
Sarona, the plains of Lydda, Jamnia, and fome others, 
then jultly famed for their fecundity. As for filli, the 
rivers above mentioned, the lake of Tiberias, and the 
Mediterranean fea, afforded great plenty and variety. 
Vail quantities were brought to Jerufalem, on which the 
inhabitants moilly fubfifted; and hence one of the gates 
of that metropolis was, according to St. Jerom, called the 
Fifllrgate k . The lake Afphaltites yielded fait in abundr 
ance, wherewith to feafon and preferve their fifh, which 
Galen affirms to have been preferable to any other. 

In reading the Scripture accounts of this country, it 
ought indeed to he confidered, that it was then inhabited 
by an indultrious people, who knew how to improve 
every inch of their land, and had made even the moll de¬ 
fer 1 and barren places to yield fome kind of productions, 
by proper care and manure; lb that the very rocks which 
now appear quite naked, produced corn, pulfe, or pallure; 
for every little projection was formed intofa terrace cos 
fpred with mould, which, through the lazinefs of the 

I Vidp Reland, lit), i. *ap. p. 
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'fucceeding proprietors, has been Cnee waftied off with 
Tains and ftorms. The fecundity of Paleftine hath been 
•extolled even by Julian the Apoftate, a fworn enemy to 
Jews and Chriftians, who frequently makes mention in 
his epiftles of thj perpetuity, as well as excellence, and 
great abundance, of its fruits and product. The vifible 
.effects of God’s anger which this country has felt, not 
only under Titus Vefpafian, but much more Cnee that 
emperor's time, in the inundations of the northern bar¬ 
barians, of the Saracens, and of the more cruel and de- 
ftruftive Cbrillians, during the holy war (L), and in the 
oppreflion it now feels under the Turkilh yoke, are caufea 
more than fufljcient to have reduced the far greater part 
of the country into a mere .defert. If we were to judge 
by its prefent appearance, nature itfelf has rendered it in¬ 
capable of cultivation. 

The ancient ftate of Paleftine, under its ftrft inhabit- How M- 
ants, with regard to its government under feveral to- wided it 
parchies, has been already deferibed; and we lhall now anci, ”t 
fliew how it hath been divided Cnee its conqueft by the “ mt ‘‘ 
children of Ifrael. Judsea, in its largeft fenfe, was di¬ 
vided into maritime and inland, as well as into mountain¬ 
ous and champain, and again fub-divided into Judxa ou 
this Cde, and Judxa beyond Jordan. But the molt con- 
Cderable divifion is that which was made among the 
twelve tribes, by lot, to prevent all murmuring and dif- betwetn 
content among that ftubborn people"; of thefe two and ,nl 
a half were feated beyond Jordan, and the reft on this ,r,b “' 
Cde. The next remarkable diviCon jvas made by king 
Solomon, who divided his kingdom into twelve pro¬ 
vinces, or diftrifts, each under a peculiar officer j an4 

"Jolh. xiv. *, tc feq. 


i(L) Thefe mutual devafta- 
tions between the Chriftians and 
Mahomniedans, wherein the 
’ former feern to have been 
aftuated with fuch a blind and 
bloody zeal againft the latter, 
and by fuch jealoufies and per¬ 
fidy againft each other, as re- 
fledt in indelible diihonour 
upon them an4 their religion, 
li3ve helped to complete the 
mifery of this country. Thofe 
depopulated places were feized 


by the wild Arabs, who plunr 
der, not only the caravans 
and all travellers that fall into 
their hands, but likewife vil¬ 
lages and towns; infomuch, 
that there is fcarce a place on 
the furface of the globe more 
dangerous to travel, or com- 
fortlefs to live in, as the com¬ 
mon report of every traveller 
who has been there fufficicntly 
teftifies. 
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every one of thefe was Fo fupply the king with provifiona 
for his houfiiold in its turn; that is, each for one month 
in the year 0 . But the moil fatal divifion of all was, that 
which obtained under his imprudent fon Rehoboam, 
when ten of the twelve tribes revolted, under the condutt 
of Jeroboam, who became head of thisc new monarchy, 
ftyled the kingdom of Ifrael, in oppofition to that of Judah, 
the title which diftinguilhed the maimed kingdom of Re¬ 
hoboam, from that time downwards. Under the fecond 
temple the diftinftion lafted a conliderable time, and the 
fame bloody hatred and holtilities continued between 
thefe two kingdoms; that of Ifrael taking the name of 
Samaria from its capital. The inhabitants were a mixture 
of the old Ifraelites, and of new colonies, fent thither by 
the kings of Alfyria, after their conqueft of it, till they 
were fubdued by the Maccabees, and their metropolis 
deflroyed. Under the Romans it began to be divided 
into tetrarchies and toparcliies: the larger were thofe of 
Judaea, Samaria, and Galilee, upper and lower ; the leffer, 
thofe of Geraritica, Sarona, and others of lefs note; all 
which lay on this fide of the Jordan. The reft, on the 
other fide, were thofe of Gilead, Penca, Gaulonitis, Au- 
ranitis, Batanea, and Decapolis. Jofephus mentions p an¬ 
other divifion, made in Gabinius’s time, into five diftrifts, 
or, as he ftyles them, fvAfyin, or councils, agreeable to 
the Roman manner; thefe were Jerufalem, Jericho, and 
Sephoris, on this fide Jordan ; and Gatlaris and Amathus, 
on the other. In the reigns of the Chriftian emperors it 
was divided afrefli into Paleftinaprima, Paleftina fecunda, 
and Paleftina tertifi, or Salutaris, which laft included the 
far greater part, if not the whole country, as we {hall 
have occafion to Ihew in the following hiftory. On that 
account we lhall wave all other divifions and changes that 
happened to it under the northern barbarians, Saracens, 
&c. and conclude this article with the prefent ftate and 
divifion of it under the Turks. The whole country of 
Paleftine is now reduced to a diftrief, or province, under 
the beglerbegate, or baffalhip, of Schara, or Damafcus, 
who hath the feven following fangiacs, or Tub-governors, 
under him, ftyled, according to the different places of 
their refidence, i. the fangiac of Uamafcus, who is under 
the baftia of that province; j. of Jerufalem, or, as the 
Turks call it, Cudfembaric, or Coudfcherif; 3. Aglum ; 
4 - Bahara; 3. Scifat; 6. Gaza; 7. Nabolos. Each of 

0 J Kings, iv, 7, & feq. P Jofeph. Antiq. lib. xiv. cap. 1,0. 
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'thefe has a number of ziamets, and each ziamet a num¬ 
ber of timariots under them ; for the better underftand- 
ing of which terms, we (hall refer our readers to Sir Paul 
Ricaut’s account of the Ottoman empire. At prefent it 
will be fufficient to fay of thefe inferior fub-divifions, 
under the fangia? of this diftrift, or fangiacate'of Jeru- 
falem, that it hath nine of the former, and fixteeu of the 
latter clafs. Neither muft the reader imagine thefe fan- 
giacates, or fub-governments,to beany thing confiderable, 
or the refidence of thefe officers to be places of any note 
or opulence. The former indeed live by opprefling the 
people under them, and extort contributions of every 
thing that comes within therr reach, fuch as the pro¬ 
tection of travellers, merchants, and caravans ; but being 
all under their refpeCtive bafhas, who are ftill more grip¬ 
ing than their underlings, they are commonly fleeced of 
fome confiderable part of their unjuft gains. As for the 
places of their refidence, except it be Jiere-and-there one in 
a confiderable city, as at Darnafcus and Jerufalem, the reft 
are either fome old cities, or even inconfiderable villages. 
Before we come to fpeak of the capital divifion between 
the twelve tribes, it will he proper to begin with a general 
defcription of the whole; and, in order to avoidneedlefs 
repetitions, to give an account of the principal mountains, 
feas, rivers, lakes, deferts, and plains, that belong to this 
country. 

We begin with the mountains; the higheft and moft 
confiderable of which are thofe of Lebanon, fo often ce¬ 
lebrated in Holy Writ, efpecially in the poetic books of 
it, and by other authors, ancient and modern, under the 
names of Libanusand Antilibznus. As that famed chain 
is equally a boundary to Syria and Palcftine, and might 
confequently be placed under either, we have chofen to 
fpeak of it here, as, on the one hand, it is placed by 
Jerom, Theodoret, and many other ancient writers, it) 
the Land of Promife, or Paleftine ; and, on the other, as it 

, makes in many refpeffs a confiderable figure in the Jewifh 
hiftory,particularly on account of theprodigious number of 
its cedars, that contributed fo much to the ornament of the 
Jewifh temple and metropolis.; fo that both, as well as 
Solomon’s (lately palace, are, in fome of the prophets and 
Canticles, called by file name of Lebanon’. Thefe mounr 
tains, with refpe£t to their (extent, fituation, and the re- 

' ? ee . among other places, Ztcban xi, I. £zek, xvii. 3. 
I Kings, vii. *, Cantic. vii. 4. 
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Jation they bear to each other, have been but imperfeflly 
known by the ancients; and, till of late, but obfcurely 
defcribed by the moderns. 

Lebanon, or, as it is latinized, Libanus, had its name 
from the Hebrew lalan, on account of the whitenefs of 
its fummits, which appear covered with fnow a great part 
of the year. Some indeed affeft to derive it from the 
Greek hbgnos, fumkinctnfe ■, but they fliould firft prove, 
as Reland juftly obferves, that either that, or any fuch 
aromatic gum grew here. As for the Antilebanon, it 
hath its name from its fuppofed running in a kind of pa¬ 
rallel oppofition to the other. St. Jerom, fpeaking of Li¬ 
banus, fays, it is by far the loftieft hill in all the Land of 
Promife, as well as the moft woody, and thick-fet r' And 
another ancient ftyles it the higheft of all Paleftirie 1 . Bur, 
to be a little more particular : 

It is computed about one hundred leagues in compafs, 
and hath Mefopotamia on the eaft, Armenia on the north, 
Paleftine on the fouth, and the Mediterranean on the weft. 
It confifts of four ridges of mountains, which rife, one 
above the other: the firft of thefe is very fertile in grain 
and fruit; the fecond as barren and rocky, producing 
nothing but briers and thorns; the third, though ftill 
higher, is faid to enjoy a conftant verdure and fpring; 
its gardens and orchards producing fuch a variety of fruits, 
herbs, &c. that it hath been ftyled an earthly paradife : 
the laft and loftieft is uninhabitable, by reafon of its ex- 
ceffive coldnefs, being covered with deep fnows almoft 
all the year \ It is moftly inhabited by the Maronites 
below, and by the wild Arabs, called Amadeah, of the 
feet of Hali, every where elfe, but on the top. There 
are feveral ehurches, convents, and chapels on it, and ca¬ 
verns cut into tbe rock. The monks that inhabit it arc 
very poor, but courteous to travellers, from whom they 
expeiS fome token of beneficence. The convent or 
ccenobium, where the Maronite patriarch refides, lies 
almoft in a bottom; the defeent to it is very lteep, nar¬ 
row, and winding, and it has but that one avenue, which 
makes it fo much the fafer, as well as more retired. It 
chiefly confifts of fundry grotts, cut into the rock ; of 
which the church is one of the large ft. , A river, which 
empties itfelf at Tripoli, runs a little below it, and fup- 
pfces it with water. Near the grott of St. Marina, who 


v Com. in Zech. cap, ir 
1 Calmct, fub voc, 
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is reported to have lived here as an hermit, in man’s 
cioaths, are feme vines, which afford excellent wine, and fitei. 
fine young mulberry-trees, as well as cedars, and other 
curiofities b . 

Several confiderable rivers have their fource in this Riven- 
mountain; namely, the Jordan, Eocham, Nahar-Roffian, 
and Nahar-Cadicha; the firft of which runs through Pa- 
ieftine, and will be fpoken of in its place. Befides thefe, 
arefeveral others, of a leffer ftream, that run between, the 
valleys ; particularly that of Abouali, which flows down 
into the Romantic Valley, fo called, becaufe furrounded 
on all Cdes with high rocks. This river runs with a rapid 
.courfe, and great noife, and is fo covered with trees, that 
it is hardly to be feen. Thefe rivers, rufhing down from 
fuch heights, form feveral beautiful cafcades, like thofe Ca/cades- 
of the Nile. Some ancient fathers, as St. Jerom, andEufe- 
bius, have deferibed the Libanus and Antilibanus as one 
continued ridge, winding about in the form of an horfe- /finding, 
fhoe, which begins about three or four leagues from the 
Mediterranean, a little above Smyrna, and, running 
fouthward towards Sidon, takes an eaftern courfe to¬ 
wards Damafcus; bending thence northward, towards 
Laodicea Cabiofa c . The weftern ridge is whatis properly 
called Libanus, as the eaftern is Antilibanus, and the hol¬ 
low between Ccelefyria. This mountain has been, and is 
ftill, to this day, a place of retreat and refuge for vaft 
numbers of robbers, and other defperate people. 

The next in dignity, for height, is Mount Hermon, Hermit, 
which, like Lebanon, appears capped with fnow. It 
was once famed for an ancient temple held in great vene,- 
ration, and much reforted to, by the fuperftitious heathens 
from all the neighbouring countries; and in the Pfalms, 
for its refrefhing dews \ which defeended on the adjoin¬ 
ing mount of Sion. St. Jerom tells us, that it was above 
the Paneas ; that its fnow was carried to Tyre and Sidon, 
to be ufed in cooling liquors; and the Chaldees and Sama- 
.ritans ftyle it the Mount of Snow. 

Mount Tabor', whofe fituafion is better known, and Tahr. 
helps to fix that of the former, hath its name from the 
Hebrew Thabur , which fignifies the navel, on account of 
its eminent form, and riling, as it were, from a plain, but 

k Pococke’i Defcrip. of the Esft, p. <04, k feq. * Hirron, 
lac. H:br. in voc. Antiiib. Eufeb. Onomift. in Liban, d Pial. 
cxxxiii, 3. Pococke, vol. ii. p. 74, Calmet & ai, • Pf. 
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was alfo called Mons Atabyrius, and Jtabyrium, on ac¬ 
count of a city of that name built ypo p j.t (T), and men¬ 
tioned by Polybius f . The mountain is juilly admired for 
its beauty, regularity, fertility, and conftant verdure, as 
well as for its fituation in the midft of a large plain, at a 
diftance from any other hill. Jofephui deferibes it*, as 
being thirty ftadia or furlongs high, with a plain on the 
top about twenty-fix ftadia in compafs, furrounded with 
walls, and inacceffible on the north /ide(UJ. He like- 
Ci/y oflia- wife hints at a city {landing within that inclofure, when 
Igrium. he fpeaks of his having in doled it with walls forty days; 

during which, the inhabitants had none but rain water. 
He adds, that it is fituate between the great plain and 
Scytbopolis; .which plain cannot be underftood of that of 
Jcfreel, or Efdradon, but of another fpacious valley, at 
the fopt of Mount Carmel, which extends around three 
ftdes of it; viz. north, foufti, and eaft. But what hath 
rendered this mountain moft venerable, is its being the 
Chrijt feene of our Lord’s transfiguration 11 ; on which account, 
trarufi- it hath been reforted to, with great devotion, by Clixif- 
gured. tians Jh 2 g e3 ("X). 

Fertility, The accounts which authors give, both of its ancient 
oWorr. a nd modem ftate, differ extremely from one another. 

r Lib. v. cap. 70, Si alib. * Ant. lib. iv. cap. 1. Jc de Bell, 
lib V. * Matt. xvii. paflim. Mark ix. 1, k feq, Luke ix. 
*8. a Peter i. 18. 

(T) Hencewe find, in Lome not, who computed its height 
medals, Jupiter is ftyled Ata- to be rather lefts than half a 
byrius ; though there were ftp league. The latter adds, that 
many cities of that name, as fume of his company went up 
in Rhodes, Sicily, PhoSnice, to it on horfeback 1 frqm which 
Perfia, &c, that it is not cafy it plainly appears, that the 
to prove from which of them acclivity of it; is not quite fo 
he had that furname. The abrupt as is commonly fuppof* 
name Atabvr, or Atabur, pro- ed from its form of a {ugar- 
perly fignifies a place of good loaf. 

pafture, (X) That this was the very. 

JU) This account of iia fpot on which that glorious 
height, and extent, is, how- tranfafhon was wrought, is 
ever, much difputed by fcipe juilly doubted by many, on 
modern travellers, whether feyeral accounts j ope of which 
confidered perpendicularly or Is, that this hill is not once 
obliquely; patffcidarjy by mentioned by name either by 
Maundrell, who affirms, that the evangelifts, or by St. Peter, 
he got up to the ton of it in left yvhen he fpeaks of the transfi- 
than an hour; ana by Theve- guratian. 

The 
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* The laft peffon who ha$ written of it from his own ob- 
fervation tell us, that it (till retains its furpriling verdure 
and fertility, and enjoys one of the nobleft profpefts that Nobit pn 
can be imagined, efpecially of many places famed in lP ,a - 
SaCred Writ; fujh as the hills of Samaria and Engadi on 
the fouth; on the eaft and north-eaft thofe of Gilboah 
and Hermon; and at the foot of it, the cities of Naim 
and Endor; on the fouth-weft, Mount Carmel. One has 
likewife here a view of the fea of Tiberias, the town of 
Saphet, fituate on a very high mountain, betides that of 
the large plain it commands all around. There are ftill 
fbrrie remains of the wall built by Jofcphus round the 
top, and forne of the gates ; and on the eaft part, thofe 
of a Itrong cattle ; within the cinfture of which are three 
altars, in memory of the three tabernacles which St. Peter 
in his extafy propofed to build, and where the Latin 
fathers celebrate divine fervice on the feafl of the Transfi¬ 
guration. On the fide of a hill is fhewn a church, in a 
grott, where they fay Chrift retired, to charge his difciples 
not to fpeak of his transfiguration till after his refureftion. 

This is all that is now to he feen on this hill; but we are 

told that there was a magnificent church, built by the 

emprefs Helena, which was a cathedral when the town 

was a bifhop’s fee ; as likewife a convent of Benediftincs; Cmvintt. 

and, on another part, one of the Bafilians, where the 

Greeks likewife perform divine fervice on the feftivai 

above mentioned 

The next mountain in dignity is Carmel, which (lands Carmel, 
on the fldrts of the fea, and is the molt remarkable head- wbenjefi 
land on all the coaft. It extends ealtward from the fea c “ a “ im 
as far as the plain of Jefreel, lately mentioned, and from 
the bay of its name, quite to Cxfarea on the fouth. It 
feems to have been fo called on account of its fer¬ 
tility (Y). Carmel is the name of the mountain, and of a 
city built on it, and of a heathen deity worlhipped in 
it (Z), but without either temple or Haute r , though tome ample. 

fPocDcke, ubi fupra, p. S4, and Maundrell, fee. t Tacit. 

Hilt. lib. ii. cap. 7S. 

(Y) The word Carmel, ac- tile, particularly on the top. 
cording to the Hebrew import, (Z) We am told this place 
fignificB the vine of God, and is was called by the Greeks 
conftantly ufed in the prophetic *Of»[ h/bi Ail,, or perhaps ra- 
bookt, to fignify a fruitful ther, "Opo? mi ttpo 1 At!:, lit 
fjpot, or any place planted with mauntaiil and temjfle of Jut 
fruit-trees ; and this efpecially, filer. 
we are told, was very fei> 
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temple there mull have been on it, fince Jamblichus tef(# 
us this place was thefavouiite retreat of Pythagoras, who 
fpent a good deal of time alone in the temple*. But 
what hath rendered it celebrated andrfevered, both by 
Jews and Chriftians, is its having been (he refidence of 
Elijah, who is fuppofed to have lived in ‘a cave, which is 
there {hewn, before he was taken up into heaven; as it 
was alfo the feene where that great prophet called for a 
miraculous fire from heaven, which confumed the divine 
facrifice, convincing the Ifraelites of their folly in he- 
fitating between their God and Baal h . On this account 
the Chriftians began, from the earliefl ages, to fhew a 
more than ordinary veneration for it (A); and both the 
mountain and cave of Elias, as well as the place where 
they fay his garden was, are vifited and reverenced not 
only by Chriftians and Jews, but alfo by the Mahom- 
medans *. 

But that which claims our chief regard is Mount 
Olivet, or the Mount of Olives (B), which ftands about a 
mile diftant from Jerufalem, and commands the profpeft 
of the whole city, from which it is parted by the brook 
Kidron, and the valley of Jehofhaphat. It is not a Angle 
bill, but rather part of a long ridge, with three (or, ac¬ 
cording to Pococke, four) heads, or fummits, extending 
from north to fouth; the middlemofl; of which is that. 


s In Vit. Pythagor. * i Kings, xviii. paflim. *Mmn- 

drell, Pococke. £tc. 


(A) We are likewife told 
that there was a church and 
monaftery erefted unit in fome 
of the early ages of Chrifti- 
anity, and that it having been, 
by length of time, and the 
fury of its enemies, almofl 
deflroyed, a new one wasafter- 
wards erefted by the zeal of 
a Calabrian prieft ; who, upon 
fome revelation, whether pre¬ 
tended or real, gathered about 
ten more, and with them be¬ 
gan to retrieve the venecation 
of the placeand hence arol'e 
the order of the Carmelites, 
fince fpread through all the 
Roman catholic countries, and 
of whom there are Hill a cer¬ 
tain number, who live is this 
ancient monaftery, 


(B) It was originally called, 
by the Jew's, the Mount of 
Unction, on account of the 
great quantities of oil that were 
made trom the olives that grew 
upon it; but when Solomon 
had once defiled it, by erefling 
fundry temples to the gods of 
the Ammonites, Moabites, &c. 
in complaifance to his llrangc 
wives, they then changed the 
name of it by a fmalf altera¬ 
tion of the letters, that is, 

of mfjy mm _rvnp>o. 

into another which ligni¬ 
tes the Mount of Corruption^ 
Defruftion, or Offence . How¬ 
ever, the Greeks have retained 
its ancient one, of "op? bawr, 
or “Opo* Ttfji ihatwp, Mount of 
Olives % 


from 
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from the top of which our Saviour afeendeff up into 
heaven (C) 3 it hath a fmall round church built over it. 

The fecond, towards the fouth, is that called the Mount 
of Corruption, or Offence. The third, to the northward, 
which is the higheft of all, and Hands about two fur¬ 
longs from the sniddlemoft, is that which was molt com¬ 
monly ftyled the Mount of Galilee. Here are alfo fliewn 
many places mentioned in the Gofpel; fuch as that where 
Chriit mounted the afs ; where he wept over Jerufalem, 

&C. Thefe are ftill vifited by multitudes of Chriftians of 
all forts3 though the Latins have the pofleflion of them, 
and perform the particular ceremonies that belong to each 
refpeftive place (D). 

Mount Calvary, alias Golgotha, is another mountain in Mount Ca 
this land, held in the greateft veneration, as the feene of var J- 
our Saviour’s crucifixion. It acquired rhofe two names 
probably from its roundnefs, or refemblance to a human 
ikull; though fome have fetched the etymon farther than 
we dare to warrant (E) 3 and ftood anciently without the 
walls of the city, being the place where the criminals 
ufed to be put to death, according to the Mofaic law 1 . 

But the Roman emperor Adrian having ordered the city 
to be rebuilt a little to the northward of its former 
fituation. Mount Calvary was enclofed within the walls. 

J Vide Htbr. ult. ver. 11. 


(C) Here was formerly a 
magnificent church, built by 
the emprefB Helena, in me¬ 
mory of Chrift’s afeenfion; but 
all that remains of it is only a 
Gothic odtagonal cupola, about 
eight yards in diameter. The 
Latins have here two altars ; 
and the Greeks, Copts, and 
Armenians, oneeach, on which 
they fay mafs; but all forts of 
Chriftians have free accefs to 
the place all the year round, 
upon paying a certain caphar. 
Every facred place they (hew 
upon this mountain has either 
a church, chapel, or oratory, 
to feed che devotion of pilgrims, 
and the indigence of the monks 
that refide upon the foot. 

(D) Thus, for inftance, on 


Palm-Sunday, the monks and 
priefts attend their fuperior 
from the place where Chrift, 
mounted on an afs, proceeded 
to Jerufalem. He is drefled in 
his pontifical habit, mounted 
alfo on an afs, and accom¬ 
panied by crouds of fpeitators, 
who cut down and ftrew 
branches before him, and 
make the air refound with 
their hofannas. Maundrell, 
Pococke. 

(E) The common tradition 
was, that the name of Golgo¬ 
tha, which, in Syriac, fignifies 
a Jkull, was given to this moun¬ 
tain, on account of Adam’i 
head, fuppofed to have been 
burial, hye by Shem the fon 
of Noah. 

Conftantine 
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Conflantme erected a magnificent church over it, and it 
has continued a place of as great veneration among the 
Chriftians, as ever the temple was among the Jews. 

Mount Moriah, on which the famed temple of Solomon' 
was built m , Hands lbuth-eaft of Calvary, having Millo on 
the weft, fo called from the filling up of that deep valley, 
in order to raife it to a level with the relt. It is com¬ 
monly thought that on this mount Abraham was - com¬ 
manded to facrifice his fon Ifaac; though that notion is 
not without fome difficulties. The Samaritans, by read¬ 
ing its name in Genefis “ Moreh, inftead of Moriah, have 
taken occafion to affirm, that it was on Mount Gerizzim, 
near Sechem and Moreh, that God dire died the patriarch 
to make this facrifice. 

Mount Gihon flood weft of Jerufalem, and at a fmaller 
diftance than Calvary, viz. about two furlongs from Beth¬ 
lehem’s gate. It was here that Solomon was anointed 
king by the prophet Nathan and Zadock the high prieft 
There was a celebrated pool of that name upon it, the 
water of which kingHezekiah caufed to be brought by an 
aqueduft into the city. It is flill a ftately bafbn, one 
hundred and fix paces long, and fixty-feven broad, lined 
with a wall of plailter, and well fibred with water p (F). 


m i Chron, iii. i. 

11 i Kings,i. 33. & feq. p 

xxxii. 30. 

(F) The other mountains in 
Paleltine, worth mentioning, 
are Mount Garizzim, on 
which flood the Samaritan 
temple ; and Mount Ebal, or 
Hebal, oppofite to it; both 
near the city of Shechem, 
Thefe two are parted only by 
a narrow valley of about two 
hundred paces; the former 
is very fertile, and the latter 
very barren. Mount Engadi, 
near the Lake of Sodom, or 
the Dead Sea, famed for its 
fruitful vines, precious balm, 
and fine palm-tfees, on which 
account it was alio balled 
tJajtazon-Thamar, or City of 
Pillm-frees. Its name, Enga'dfi, 
imports thtfomitoin i/iUgoat, 


aConfi. Genef. xii. C, & xii. x. 
Maundrell. See alfo 1 Chron. 


It waa in one of its caverns 
that David fpared the life of 
Saul when he had him in his 
power. It flood near the 
mouth of the Jordan, where it 
throws, itfelf into the lake 
above mentioned, not far from 
the city of Jericho, and about 
three hundred furlongs eaft 
from Jerufalem. Mounts A- 
malek and Gahafh were in the 
tribe of Ephraim ; the laft had 
a town and brook of its name, 
and was near Timnath-Serah, 
where Jofhua was buried. 
Pifhgah and Nebo, on the 
other fide Jordan, whence Mo- 
fes was allowed to view the 
Promifed Lahd. The moun¬ 
tains of' Gilbuah. famed for 
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We (hall conclude this article of the mountains with ob- 
ferving, that thofe in the kingdom of Judah moftly (land 
fouthward, towards the land of Edom ; but thofe of the 
kingdom of Ifrael are interfperfed within the country. 

From thefe we are naturally led down to the valleys; 
but we lhall forbdhr entering into too nice a difquifition 
of what were really fuch, and what might be more pro¬ 
perly called plains, but content ourfelves with mention¬ 
ing fome of the moll celebrated : thefe are, 

i. The Valley ofBlefhng, in the Hebrew, the Valley of 
Berakhah, in the tribe of Judah, on the well fide of the 
lake of Sodom (F), and in the wildernefs of Tekoah u . 
2. The Vale of Siddim, or Haffidim, famed for the over¬ 
throw of Chedorlaomer and his confederate kings *, and 
for the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah (G), which were 
here confumed with fire from heaven, as we have related 
elfewhere. 3. The Valley of Shaveh, or Royal Valley, 
and King’s Dale ; named Shaveh from a city of that name 
that flood in it. This is the place where the king of 
Sodom met victorious Abraham, after the defeat of 
the confederate kings. 4. The Vale of Salt, famed 
for the overthrow of the Edomites by David (H) and 
Amaziah r . 5. The valley of Jefreel, or Efdraelon, or the 


"See z Chron. x*. 16, * Genet. xiv. z. Sc feq, y z Sam, 


viii. 13. z Kings, xiv. 7. 

the defeat of Saul and Jona¬ 
than, flood, according to Eu- 
febius and St. Jerom, about 
fix miles from Beth-Shean, or 
Scythopolis. Laftly, the 
mountain of Gilead, fo called 
from the monuments reared 
upon it by Jacob and Laban, 
Hands to the eaflward of the 
Jordan, and parted the two 
tribes and half, on that fide, 
from Arabia Deferta. It ex¬ 
tends from Lebanon, on the 
north, to the kingdom of the 
Amorites, which was ceded to 
the tribe of Reuben; fo that it 
mulf have a length of above 
feventy leagues from north to 
fouth. This mountain, or 


rather chain of hills, wasmuch 
celebrated for its excellent 
balm (1). 

(F) So fryled from a fignal 
viftory which God granted to 
the good king Jehplhaphat 
over the combined forces of 
the Moabites, Ammonites, and 
Edomites. 

(G) This valley is alfo 
called the Woody Valley, the 
Valley of Pitch, Lime, and 
Salt, and is the place which 
forms now the lake Afphaltites. 

(H) It is commonly placed 
in the land of Edom, eaft of 
the lake of Sodom, between 
Tadmor and Bozrah (2). 


(1) Vide Jofeph. Antiq. lib. ix. Judg. Jofh. Numb. Eufeb. in 
voce Galand. & Jeremiah. (*) See Calmet, in voc, Save. 

Vol,. II. F Large 
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Large or Greal Field, in which ftood the city of the fame 
name, famed for the death of Jezebel, the idolatrous 
wife of Ahab. The town flood about ten miles diftant 
from Scythopolis. 6. The Valley of Mamre, orMambre, 
fo called from the owner of it, an Amorite, in alliance 
with Abraham, and for the oak of that name under 
which the patriarch dwelt (K). 7. The vale of Rephaim, 

or of the Titans and giants (L), whofe fituation, near the 
tribes of Judah and Benjamin, makes it doubtful in which 
of thofe two it was. Jofhua, however, mentions it as 
one of the boundaries of the former^, audit plainly appears 
to have been pretty near the city of Jerufalem. 8. The 
Vale of Jeholbaphat is mentioned but once in Scripture^; 
and is, J>y forne, placed in Jerufalem % and by others in 
the neighbourhood of that city b . Some there are who 
think it the fame with the Valley of Berakhah, mentioned" 
a little higher; and that it had both names on account of 
the viftory gained by Jchofhaphat in that valley '. 9. The 
Valley of Hinnom, near the walls of the city of Jerufalem, 
infamous for the fuperftitions and bloody rites performed 
there in ancient times. 10. The Valley of Zeboim, fo 
named from one Dt the four cities which perifhed with 
Sodom J , near the Dead Sea. The town, however, 
lcems to have been rebuilt fome where in the neighbour¬ 
hood, finite we find it mentioned after the return from the 
B.ibylonifli captivity'. 11. The Valley of Achor, near 
Jericho, fo called from the trouble which Achan brought 
on the Ifraelitilh hoft by his facrilege ; and for his being 
put to death in this place f . 12. 'ihe Valley of Bochint, 
pr of the mourners, or weepers, fo denominated from 
the univerfal mourning and weeping which the Ifraelites 
made there, on account of the dreadful mefllige they 
received from God, lor their diiobedience to his com- 

Y Joflt. xv. 8, Jcviii. , 6. 2 Joel hi, z and 11. 2 Delia de Loc. 

Bincard. Sr al. pint. Hyjil, Alex, in Joel iii. c Alien- 
ev.ra, & al. i x Sam. xin. iS, & al. c Nehem. xi. 34. 

f Jodi. vii. 10 — 16. 

(K) This oak, or as fume tertaining the three heavenly 
verlions render it, terebinth- vilitors under it. 
tiee, flood about fifteen miles (L) This valley was famed 
from Hebron, ami twenty-five by fofliua, and, in the reigns 
horn Jerulalem ; and was re- ot David and his fuccefiors, 
flirted to, and held in great under the name of Rephaim, 
veneration, nut only by the which it had from a race ot 
Jews, but by the Chriilians, giants, ancient inhabitants ot 
on account of Abrabam’s en- Canaan. 


mands, 
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mantis, with regard to the nations they had invaded 1 . 

It is commonly fuppofed to have been at fome fmn.ll dif- 
tance from Jerufalem. 13. Thelall worth mentioning is 
the Valley of Elah (Ml, famous for the defeat and death 
of Goliath by David, and for the victory which the 
Ifraelites obtaineij againft the Philillines d . 

There were likewise feveral noted plains in this conn- The great 
try, particularly that through the midft of which the river plain. 
Jordan runs ; which is computed about one hundred and 
fifty miles in length, extending northward, according to 
Jolephus, from the city of Scythopolis, on the fea of 
Tiberias, quite to the Afphaltite lake'. A great part of 
this large traft is denominated in the New Teftament, 

the land,” or region, “.about Jordan otherwiie 
“ the wilderncfs of Jordan 1 .” There is another ilyled Plain of 
“ the great plain of Efdraelon, or great plain, and valley Jezreel. 
of Jezreel, the fields of Efdrela, and the plain of Le¬ 
gion E the firlt of which names it acquired from the 
capital city Jezreel, or Efdraelon, and extended from Scy¬ 
thopolis to Mount Carmel h . Betides thefe two, which 
are the molt remarkable plains in all Paldtine, we may 
add, that the whole coaft from Mount Carmel down to 
the fouthernmoft borders of it, towards Idumxa, is plain 
level ground, excepting here and there fome fmall and 
gentle hills, or fandy heaps. This great extent, however, 
was not all known or called by the fame name after the 
fecond temple 1 ; for the northern part of it, from Joppa 
to Caefarea, and no farther, was called Sharon, Saron, or 
Sarona, very fertile in pafture grounds; in which, Mr. Of Sharon, 
Pieland thinks k , the Gadites fed their numerous herds 
and flocks. The fouthern part of it was called Sephelah, Sephelah. 
or the Plain, and extended wdtward and fouthward of 

c Judg. ii. 1, Sc feq. s 1 Sam, xvii. 1 & feq. «Antiq. lib. vi. 

Cap. ji. t Comp. Matt. iii. j. Mark i. 4. and Luke iii. 3. 

t Vide Rcland, ubi Cupra, cap. 5;. * Eufeb. in Voc. Jezreel & 

Eldrela. * Jofepli. Bel. Jud. lib. iv. cap. a. * Reiand, ubi 

fupra. 

(M) The word Elah is, by in Scripture; fuch as that of 
the Septuagint and Vulgate, Eflicol, or of the bunch of 
rendered a terebintb-tree, and grapes, lying fouth of the Pro- 
this the Valley of the Tere- mifed Land ; thofe of Ajalon, 
binth. Others tranflate it an Sorec, Jephthael, Gad, tic. fo 
oak. We omit the defeription named from their chief cities, 
of many other rallies mentioned 
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Jtricht, Eleutheropolis8. The plain of Jericho, though rather x 
and raft of part of the Great Plain, properly fo called, is likewife 
* n '»' much celebrated in Scripture for its fine palm-trees, and 
its balm-flirub, as well as for its famed rofc and rofe-tree, 
with which the whole plain was faid to be almoft covered. 
Several wonderful virtues are, without any foundation, 
attributed to it by authors, and by the inhabitants of thofe 
plains; one property of it, however, is certain, even 
after it is dry and withered, if put into water, it will 
blow, and appear in full bloom ; and, being taken out, 
contraft again, at any fcafon in the year(N). Other 
plains here are too inconfiderable to be mentioned. 

Vtferts. We find a great many deferts and wilderneifes in this 
country, mentioned in the facred books ; which are not, 
however, to be underftood as places quite barren, defti- 
tutc, or uninhabited : divers of thefe wilderneffes con¬ 
tained cities and villages rich and well peopled ; indeed, 
almoft every city had fome defert, according to the Scrip¬ 
ture idiom, belonging to it, for pafture ; fo that the word 
commonly meant no more than a land, or traft, that 
bore neither corn, wine, nor oil, but was left to the 
fpontaneous produdtion of nature (O). Accordingly we 
find in the defert of Judah, where the Baptift preached, 
no lefs than fix cities, befides villages; namely, Betha- 
barali, Middin, Secanah, Niblhan, the city of Salt, and 
that of Engadi. We have not room to dwell on a de- 
feription of all thofe deferts, but {hall only mention fome 

8 Reland, ubi fdpra. 

(N) The fhrub that bears it to be feen in all that plain (r). 
is fomewhat like our alder, and (O) Mr. Roland hath fully 
fhoots its flowers in great Ihevvii, that the Hebrew word 
bunches, which, at firft, are midbar, which the Greeks 
of a reddifh colour, but, by rendered and the Latins, 
degrees, grow whiter. It is defertum and Mitudc, bear no 
not peculiar, however, to this analogy to each other; and 
plain, there being likewife that the former were fet afide 
liiund great quantities in Ara- for feeding ot flocks, whilft 
bia. Gome later writers, how- the cultivated lands were ftyled 
ever, tell us, that the palm- plains, vallies, and thofe that 
trees are now much more excelled in fecundity, were 
fcarce, and the fruit fhort ot diflinguithed by fome proper 
what they were; and the rofe- epithets, or even names of 
tree we are mentioning fcarce that import. 

(i) Shaw. Pococke. 

of 
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ef jhe moll noted ; namely, Arnon, in which runs the 
river of that name through the land of Gilead ; Ziph, 
where David hid himfelf; Cadefh, near Cadefh-Barneah, 
on the fouth fide of Judah, mentioned as the place where 
Mofes and Aaron were punilhed forfmiting the rock, and 
where their filter Aied ; the defert of Mahon, or Maon, 
on the borders of Judah, on the fouth of Jefliinxm. Hither 
alfo did David retire from the fury of Saul. Thofe of 
Tekoah, Bezer, Bozor or Bozra, Gibeon or Gabaa, and 
others of lefs note, were likewife denominated from the 
cities they belonged to, and have nothing worth farther 
notice, except that the lad of thefe is mentioned by Jo- 
fephus, as well as all the mountainous tra£l from Jericho 
to Scythopolis, as quite barren and uninhabited ; includ¬ 
ing under the fame charafler, moll of the fpace along the 
Jordan, from the fea of Tiberias to the Afphaltite lake. 
The great number of thefe deferts, in a country of fuch 
inconfidurable extent, render the account oi its fertility 
and population very extraordinary. 

Paleftinc alfo produced fome woods or forefts, men¬ 
tioned in holy writ, fuch as thofe of H-areth in the tribe 
of Judah, to which David withdrew from Saul ; of 
Ephraim, where Abfalom received the due reward of his 
unnatural rebellion. This flood on the other fide of Jor¬ 
dan, not far from Mahanaim, where David abode while 
the battle was fought ; that of Lebanon, where Solomon 
built a fumptuous palace, fo called, in all probability, on 
account of the many (lately trees with which it was 
(haded (P) ; the foreft of Beth-el, fuppofed to have llooij 
near the city of that name, whence the two (he-bears 
came, and devoured the children that infulted the pro¬ 
phet Elifha. Others, of lefs note, we pafs over, to come 
to the feas, lakes, and rivers of the country 1 . 

We begin with the feas ; of which there are com¬ 
monly reckoned five ( Q^) ; viz. the Mediterranean, called 

* Vidt Sam. Kings, & Bib. Sacr. paillm. 

(P) Some authors have kept in the hall of this palace, 
placed this palace in the moun- ( QJ The Hebrews gave the 
tains of Lebanon, properly fo name of yam, or fca, not only 
called; whereas it Is much to thofe properly fo called, as 
more probable, that it flood in the Mediterranean and Red 
or near Jerufalem; witnefs Sea, but alfo to lakes, and 
the three hundred golden other large pools. They even 
Shields which were carried be- bellowed that name on fome 
fore that monarch, expreflly large rivers, fuch as the Nile, 
Lid to have been cDiiflantly Euphrates, Tigris, &c. 
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by the facred writers the Great Sea. 2. The Dead Sea, 
□r Lake of Sodom. 3. The Sea of Tiberias. 4. 'ilie Sa^ 
ynachonite Sea, or Lake. And, 5. The Sea of Jazer^j 
which laft was but a fmall Jake near the city of that name ; 
fo that only the firft of them*deferveii the appellation. 
The Deail Sea, called alfo, from its fituatinn, the Eaft 
Sea, the Salt Sea, the Sea of Sodom, the Sea of the De-. 
fert, and Sea of the Plain, by the facred writings ; and, 
by other authors, the Afphaltite Lake, on account of the 
vail quant’tics of that bitumen, which is thrown up by its 
waves, and caff upon the fliore (Z). Many particulars 
have been faid and written of this famous lake, fuch as 
that it arole from the fubmcrfion of the vale of Siddim, 
where once Itood, as is commonly reported, the three 
cities which perifhed in the miraculous conflagration, 
w ith thofe of Sodom and Gomorrah (A) that the waters 
of it are fo impregnated with fait, fulphur, and bitumen, 
that nothing would fink or live in it; and that it call 
filth Pencil and fmoke, that the very birds died in at¬ 
tempting to fly over it. We likewife read of apples that 
grew about it, fair without, but bitter to the taPe and 
filled with aPies, confulered as a farther monument of 
God’s indignation. Mention has alfo been made of the 
ruins of the five cities Pill to be feen in clear weather: 
all thefe furprifing circumllances, though fo long received 

K Jerem. xlviii. 32. 


(Z) Thr name of Dead Sea 
is not to be lound in the facred 
writings, hut hath been given 
to if, becaufc no creature will 
live in ir, on account of its cx- 
reflive faltnefs, or rather bitu¬ 
minous quality ; for the Hc- 
hicws rank fulphur, nitre, and 
bitumen, under the general 
name of fair. However, fume 
late travellers have found canfe 
to fufpeft the common report; 
one ot them having obferved 
two or three (hells of fifh 
among the pebbles on the 
fhore, fuppofed to have been 
thrown up by the waves, at 
two hours didance from the 
piputlt of the Jordan. The 


Arabians gather the bitumen, 
and put it to nil the ufes of 
common pitch. 

(A) Thence called Pcnta- 
polis. Stra' o, however, on 
the authority of an ancient 
and received tradition, reckon-# 
cd up thirteen of them, of 
which Sodom was the capital ; 
and adds, that they were over¬ 
thrown by a violent earth¬ 
quake, oecafioned by fuhtcr- 
raneous Are, that threw up 
this great andfulphureous lake, 
in which all thole cities were 
fwallowed up. Jofephus af- 
fures us likewife, thar, un the 
overthrow of Sodom, this vale 
became the Lake Afphaltites. 


jtmong 
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.among Chriftians, have been exploded by the teftimony 
of very credible witnefies : therefore \vc muff give them 
up as pious inventions, unlefs we will fuppofe the face 
and nature of all thefe things to have been entirely 
changed (B). AVith refpect to the fituation of the Pen- 
tapolis, on the fame fpot^vhere the lake now lies, Mr. 

Reland is the firft that hath attempted to confute it from 
Scripture. As to the conftant fmoke afeending from the 
lake, its changing the colour of its waters three times it 
day, fo confidently affirmed by Jofephus, and other an¬ 
cients, and confirmed by Prince Radziville, and other 
modems h , who pretend to have been cyc-witnefles of this 
phenomenon, it is now vaniflied and difpellcd by others 
of more modern date, and, at leaf!, of equal candour. 

The water, though clear, is fo impregnated with fait, 
that thofe that dive in it, come out covered with a kind 
of brine *. One remarkable property of this lake, is, that A r o Jif. 
though it receives the Jordan, the brooks of Jabolr, lvi- thargt of 
llion, Arnon, and other fprings, which rulh down from ,/J ' wa!cr ‘- 
the adjacent mountains, yet it never overflows. The 
common opinion is, that it has fome fubterraneous vent, 
either into thclMediterranean orthe Red Sea k : but, there is 
no necefliry for having reenurfe to this fuppofition, inaf- 
much as it may he kept within bounds, like the Mediter¬ 
ranean and Cafpian Seas, by the folc cxpence of evapora¬ 
tion. It is inclofed on the call and well with exceeding 
high mountains; on the north, the plain of Jericho ; or, 
if we take in both fides of the Jordan, the Great Plain, 
properly fo called, on the foutli, extends beyond the reach 
of the eye. Jofephus gives this lakc 'five hundred and 
eighty furlongs in length, from the mouth of the Jordan 
to the .town of Segor on the oppofite end, that is, about 
twenty-two leagues, and about an hundred and fifty fur¬ 
longs or five leagues, in its largefl breadth 1 ; but our mo¬ 
dem accounts make it no more than twenty-four miles in 
length, and fix or feven in breadth. On the well fide of 
it is a kind of promontory, where they pretend to lliew 
the remains of Lot’s metamorphofed wife. Jofephus fays, 

h Jufsrph. TJ— 11 . Jud. lib. v. cap, 5. Radz. ubi fupra. i Galen. 

Pclciipt. Mtdicam. Salull. cap. ly. PoeQcke. k Keland, 

ubi (upra. 1 Antiq. lib. viii. cap. 2. Pe Bell. lib. iv. cap. i+. 

(B) With refpefl to its fait, about the Ihore, which they 
the Arabs make quantities of it fill with that water, and leave 
iroin that lake, in large pits to be cryflallifed by the fun. 
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it was dill danding in his time ; but, when prince RacU, 
ziville inquired after it, they told him, there was no fuch 
fait pillar or ftatue to be feen in all that part. However, 
they have found means, about a century after him, to re¬ 
cover, as they pretended to allure Mr. Maundrell, a block or 
flump of it, which may in tim^grow uy, with a little art, 
to its ancient bulk *. 

The fea of Tiberias, or Galilee (C), is, in mod re- 
fpefls, quite oppofite to that of Sodom, being highly 
commended by the Jewilh hidorian, among!! other things, 
for the fweetnefs, coolnefs, and excellency of its water, 
and the abundance and variety of fine fifli. The river Jor¬ 
dan runs quite through it, and fupplies it with frefli wa¬ 
ter: and here it was that St. Peter, Andrew, John, and 
James, exercifed their profeflion of filhermen, Jofephus 
gives it an hundred furlongs in length, and about forty in 
breadth. 

3 . The lake of Samachon, or Amacon, near the city of 
Dan, and the fpring-head of the Jordan, which runs 
quite through it, lies about an hundred furlongs north of 
that of Tiberias. We do not find it once mentioned in 
the Old Tedament, either by that, or any other appella¬ 
tion, by which one may conclude it to have been known 
to the facrcd hiftorians. Its length is computed near fixty 
furlongs, or about feven miles ; and its breadth, thirty 
furlongs, or three miles and an half. But Pococke afi'ures 
us, it is now no more than four in breadth, when broaded, 
and in other places not above two. As to the lake, it is 
famed only for the thicknefs of its water, from which it is 
fuppofed to have had its name. Jofephus adds, that the 
whole territory about it was full of mardies ; and that the 
city of Hazor, where reigned Sabin, one of the kings of 
Canaan, was feated upon it, as that of Seleucia hath 
fince been. "We fliall now defcribe the rivers. 

Of tlicfe the Jordan is the mod confiderable, and in¬ 
deed the only dream that deferves the name. The others, 
though often mentioned under that title, are but brooks, 
or rivulets, in comparifon of that or the Nile, or the Eu- 

* Maundrel, ubi fupra. 

(C) It had feveral other ter of Genezareth, or Genezar. 
names in Lhe facred writings; The name of the fea of Ga- 
fuch as Cinnereth, Cinneroth, lilee was given to it on account 
or fea and lake of Kinnereth, of its being almofi furruunded 
or Kinneroth; the lake or wa- with that province. 


phrates. 
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^hrates. Thefe are the Arnonj Jabbok, and Cbetith, 
on the other fide Jordan; the Sorek, Kifhon, Bofor, lk- 
lus, the brook of jezreel, which falls into the Jordan near 
Scythopulis, the Nahar-el-farat, and fome others of lets 
note (D). 

Jordan hath its fourcd at the famed lake of Pliiala, Jordan Ji. 
about ten miles north of that of Samachon : this origin ftrilnJ. 
was not fully proved, till Philip the tetrarch made the 
experiment of throwing fome ftraw or chaff into the lake 
which came out at the Panion, or Paneas, where the 
river emerges out of the earth, after having run about 
one hundred and twenty furlongs under ground. 1 his 
Phiala or Phial, a name commonly given to all other re- 
fervoirs of that kind, is fituate in a moll delightful country, 
fo excellently well adapted for commerce, that marts and 
fairs are held in the places adjacent all the fummer long, 
by the neighbouring inhabitants k . The origin of the Name. 
name Jordan is variedly deduced (E); but its dream was 

looked 


k Sanch. apud Rcland. ubi fupra, lib. i. cap. 41. 


(D) The Arnon hath its 
fource among the mountains of 
Gilead, and runs, at firft, from 
north to fouth ; thence turn¬ 
ing from eaft to weft, falls into 
the Dead Sea. The Jabbok 
fprings from the fame moun¬ 
tains, and falls into the Jordan 
a little above the fea of Tibe¬ 
rias. This river divided the 
country of the Ammonites 
from that of Gaulonitis, and 
the kingdom of Balkan. The 
head ot the Cherith, famed 
only for the prophet Elijah’s 
retreat, is not known ; but it 
falls into the Jordan a little 
below Beth-Shean, or Scytho- 
polis. The Sorek runs through 
the valley of the fame name in 
the tribe of Dan. Kilhon, or 
Ciffon, runs through the vale 
of Jezreel, fouth of Mount 
Tabor, whence it falls into the 
fea at the port of Acco, or 
Acra, otherwife Ptolemais. It 
is a pretry large river, and 


receives many fprings from 
Mount Carmel, and the plain 
adjacent. Bofor, or Be/.or, 
parts the tribes of Judah and 
Simeon, and difcharges itfelf 
into the Mediterranean between 
Gaza, or rather Majuma, and 
Anthedon. It is alfo called 
the river or torrent of the dc- 
fert. Belus, Bel, Beleus, a 
fmall river of Galilee, dif- 
charges itfelf into the Medi¬ 
terranean about two furlongs 
from Ptolemais. The lait ri¬ 
ver worth mentioning, is called 
Nahar-el-firat, or Nehel-frat, 
that is, the River of the Moufc, 
which hath its fource about a 
league to the north-eaft of Je- 
rufalem. 

(E) Jordan, in Hebrew, 
Jar den , is derived from jarad , 
defeendit, or jar den, defeenfus, 
from its rapid defeent through 
that country. The Arabs call 
it Arden, or Harden, or Or- 
dounou; thePerfians, Aerdim ; 
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looked upon as fo confiderable, in reference to tlic reft we 
have lately deferibrd, that it is fometimes ftyled by way 
of emphatis, The River 

The courfe of the Jordan is moftly fouthward, bending 
a few degrees towards the weft- After a run of about 
ten or twelve miles, it pa lies quite through the Sama- 
chonitc lake, whence, after a courfe of about eighteen or 
twenty miles more, cxclufive of its windings, it enters 
into the fea of Tiberias on the north fide, and comes out 
again on the ibuth fide, at a fniall tliftance from the city 
of that name. 1 hence it proceeds flill ibuth-weftward, 
through a plain and defert of about fixty miles, and falls 
into the Afphaltitc lake. Its cnuife is very rapitl, though 
its bed is very deep. As to its breadth, Pococke'comparcs 
it to the Thames at Windfor ; Shaw gives it only thirty 
yards in breadth; but obferves, that its depth makes fuf- 
ficient amends, it being three yards deep, even at the 
very brink. Its banks appear different, according to the 
places it runs through, fome very beautiful, others choak- 
ed up with high and thick reeds, canes, and trees ; luch 
as willows and tamarilks, which aflord harbour for lions, 
and other wild hearts. 

It is faid to have overflowed its banks conftantly about 
the time of the early barvelt, or foon after Barter, con¬ 
trary to the nature of other rivers, which commonly 
fwi.ll moll during the winter. This inundation hath been 
aferibed to its having a fubterraneous communication 
with the Nile. But the molt probable raufe is, the melt¬ 
ing of the fnows about that time, and the early rain, 
which falls in great abundance. However, our modern 
travellers allure us, that it is no longer iubjetf to thefe 
overflowings, having, as they fuppofe, by the rapidity of 
its current, worn its channel deeper than formerly, or, 
perhaps, diverted fome of its waters another way. The 
water of it is commonly very turbid, occalioncd by of its 
rapidity, but faid to be very wholcfome, and incorruptible; 
fuperftition hath even inverted it with the property of 
waffling away the fins of mankind (F). All that need be 

added, 

1 Jofeph, Antiq. lib. v, cap. i, lib. viii. cap. 3, 

and the Nubian geographer, (F) Dr. Pococke, who, a- 
or the lharif Edrifi, gives it niong others, mentions this 
the name of Zacchar; which, particularity, adds, that not 
in Arabic, lignifies tumid, only men, but women are 
fxetting, overfinving. ambitious of rcapiug the be¬ 

ne lit 
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gilded, with regard to this famed river, is, that the plain 
on both fitles, from the feu of Tiberias quite to the Af- 
phaltite or Dead Sea, is extremely dry, fultry, and un- 
wholefome during the heat of the fummer, and every 
where barren, except that part which lies near, and is 
watered by that river k . Having fpccified the principal 
feas, lakes, and rivers of Faleltine, we lhall now give a 
fliort account of its moll remarkable rarities. 

Among thofe of the natural kind, we may juftly reckon Petrified 
the petrification,s refembling citrons, melons, olives, fruits, &r, 
peaches, and other fruit, found about Mount Carmel, 
which imitate thofe vegetable productions, both within 
and without; and we are further told, that the melons, 
when opened, emit an agreeable lmell 1 (G). Here alfo 
are found a kind of oyllers, and other filli, and even 
bunches of giapes, of the fame confidence. Little round Peat Jinnee. 
flones, exactly refembling peas, are found on a fpot of 
ground near Rachel’s tomb, nut far from Bethlehem, 
which they pretend to have been the effect of a miracle 
wrought by the Virgin Mary. The fand of the river 
Belus was not only excellent for making glais, but is ru- 
ported to have, by fome accident, miniflered the hint of 
that noble invention. On the fame road is a fountain, 
called the Apollie’s Fountain; and a little farther, the 


x Jofeph. de Bell. lib. iii. cap. iS. 
vant, vol. iv. p. yoS. 410 edit. 


1 Le Bruyn Voy. au Be¬ 


nefit of thefe falutifcrous wa¬ 
ters, by bathing and fwim- 
ming in it, not without great 
hazard. The Latin prielts crebt 
altars along the banks, where 
they fay mafs to the devout 
pilgrims. 

(G) Dr. Shaiv fays the 
greatell part of the mountain 
ot Carmel, and ot thofe in the 
neighbourhood of Jerufalein 
and Bethlehem, are made up 
of a kind of white chalky 
llrata, in the former of which 
they gather a great many 
Hones, which, being in the 
form of olives, melons, peaches, 
&c. are commonly impofed 
upon pilgrims as antidotes 


againff feveral difiemper*. 
Theolives, the laptdes Judaiei 
ot the (hops, have been much 
celebrated as an approved me¬ 
dicine again ft the gravel and 
done. The little round cal¬ 
culi, commonly called the Vir¬ 
gin Mary’s peas; the chalky 
ilone of the grotto near Beth¬ 
lehem, and called her milk; 
the waters of Jordan and Si- 
loam ; the oil of Zacone ; the 
rofes of Jericho; beads made 
of the olive-floncs of Gethfe- 
mane ; with various curiofities 
of the like nature, are the pre- 
fents which pilgrims ufually 
receive in return for their cha¬ 
rity, 


defert 
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jinuilJJc- defcrt to which nur Saviour retired, and was tempted hy , 
Jtil. the devil ; a mod barren, rugged, and difnial folitude, in 

which appears a very craggy mountain, called Quadran- 
tana, or Qunrantnnia, of difficult and dangerous afeent, 
which is furl to he that on which the tempter fliewed him 
all the kingdoms of the world. On rite top are two 
chapels, and in the neighbourhood, a great many hideous 
caves ami holes in the roek, formerly the folitary retreat 
of Chriltk.n anchorets” 1 , and probably, likewife, of the 
more ancient I'denes. 

Hoi ova- Hot and medicinal waters, of feveral forts, may be 
likewife ranked under this clafs ; and of thefe there was 
variety. It may he obferved, in general, that the Hebrew 
names ihamuk, thamutb, and chtmam, which the Greek and 
Vulgate write /•■■nw.ius, amulba, hamata , nmatb, and amaihus , 
always fignifv fuch places as had thefe hot waters ; and 
of them we find feveral in l’aleftine, whofe waters were 
famed for curing a variety of riifeafes, fome by bathing, 
others by drinking. The fuperftitious Jews were fuch 
admirers of fome of them, as to imagine that their virtue 
was miraculous ; though Jofcphus owais it to be natural. 
Thofe in particular of that fmmaus, about twenty-two 
leagues from Lydda, on the fea-fide, and fince called 
Nicopolis, of fuch efficacy againd mod didempers, that 
the Chritlians attributed it to our .Saviour’s having wafhed 
his feet in them. Julian, the apodate, caufed their fource 
to be Hopped, out of hatred to our religion. 

Saline rf- Among other natural rarities are reckoned, I. The 

fi-rcjumis. falme efllorefcences obferved, at the didance of fome few 
leagues from the Dead Sea, like thofe which aie men¬ 
tioned to be near Aleppo, after an inundation ; a plain 
indication, that the whole plain mud be, in an extraor¬ 
dinary manner, impregnated with that mineral. 2. The 
hillocks, with which the plain, about an hour’s didance 
from the Dead Sea, is here and there covered, not unlike 
thofe places in England where there have been fome lime¬ 
kilns, but which are here pretended to be the pits where 
the kings of Sodom and Gomorah were overthrown by 
the four kings. 3. The celebrated fruit called, by the 
Arabs, zachonc (H), in the plain of Jericho, which grows 

on 


" Radzevil. Peregr. p. 99. 


(H) Dr. Pococke, who faw 
it, aud calls it zoccum, flyles k 
a tree, and deferibes it thus: 
The bark is like that of the 


holly; it hath very Along 
thorns, and a leaf fomething 
like that of the barberry-tree; 
it bears a green nut; the fltin 
or 
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on a kind of thorny bufh, with finall leaves, and both in The sa ~ 
{hapc and colour refembles a frriall unripe walnut. The chant. 
Arabs bray the kernels of it in a mortar, and throw the 
pulp into (balding water, on the furface of which the oil 
rifes; which being fkimmed off, they apply inwardly for 
bruifes, and outwardly for wounds ; and prefer it, in both 
cafes, even to the balm of Gilead. On the fame plain 
grows the famed wood-olive, the outward coat of which is 
green, like that of the common olive; but being taken 
off, difeovers a nut of a woody fubltance, ribbed length- 
wife, of the thickncfs of an almond-lhell. The kernel 
within is like that of a piftacho, and without of a chdimt- 
brown, but inlipid. Much of the fame nature is that 
fort of tree which the monks of the convent in St. John's 
Defert (hew, and pretend to be the right loccft-tree, on 
whofe fruit the Baptift lived ; on which account, R.idsti- 
ville calls them by no better name than monuments of the 
ignorance of the middle times(l). l)r. Pococke fays 
they are called caroubs, and bear a fruit like a bean, but 
(latter, in which are (ome finall feeds ; the (hell of it, 
when dry, is eaten, and has an agreeable talle; and it is 
on thefe that the Baptift fed, as they there pretend. As 
for the duJoins, or, as ourverlion renders that word, the 
mandrakes, mentioned in Genefis ; the kikaion, or gourd 


or flefli over it is very thin, 
and the nut libbed; hath a 
thick (hell, and a very (mail 
kernel. They grind the whole, 
and prefs an oil out of it, as 
they do out of olives, and call 
it a balfam. I take it to be 
the myrobalanum mentioned 
by Jofephus, as growing about 
Jericho; efpecially as it an¬ 
swers to the fruit deferibed by 
Pliny, as the produce of that 
part of Arabia which was be¬ 
tween Judaea and Egypt (i). 

(I) It is, indeed, the com¬ 
mon opinion, that the axpi'h;, 
or loculls, which the Baptift 
fed upon, were the fame which 
we call by that name, and not 
the fruit above meant; and in 
mod parts of Alia and Africa 


where they come, fome years, 
in fuch quantities, that they 
darken the fun, it is com¬ 
mon for people to eat them, 
and even to prtferve them in 
fait or pickle. That this kind 
of food was of very ancient 
date, may be inferred from the 
perraifliun that is given for 
eating it in the Levitical law, 
where a particular diftinffiors 
is made between reptiles with 
and without wings; the former 
ot which might be eaten. 
The common way of deeding 
them, was by plucking off the 
legs and wings, and boiling 
them over a blaze, in a pan 
full of holes; or elfe to lay 
them in heaps, and then kindle 
a fire about them. 


(i) Obferv. on Paleftin, vol. ii.p. 31. 
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of Jonah, ami fome others of the fame doubtful nature, 
we may perhaps hare occafion to fpeak of them in the 
courfe of this hidory. 

Among the artificial curiofities we may rank, i. The 
ruins of 1 ’tolcmais, or St. John il’Acre, or Acra, from its 
ancient Hebrew name Acco, or Accljo (JC). Whoever 
confulers tliefe ruins with attention, would be almofl in¬ 
duced to conclude that the city confided only of cadles, 
without the intermixture of private houfes. It had two 
walls, well flanked with towers, and other bulwarks; and 
each wall had a ditch, lined with done, and many pri¬ 
vate poflerns beneath; but now' that huge wall, and 
all its arches, are overthrown, and its fragments appear 
like fo many huge rocks upon the foundation \ In the 
fields, without thefe ftupenduous rocks, are feen fluttered 
up and down, great done balls, at lead thirteen or four¬ 
teen inches in diameter, formerly ufed in battering the 
city, before the ufe of cannon was known”. The ruins 
within thofe broken walls carry dill lome tokens of their 
ancient magnificence. Here are the remains of a cathe¬ 
dral formerly dedicated to St. Andrew; a noble Gothic 
drudlure, with a portico. In the vaults of the church of 
St. John, the titular faint of the city, there is a relief of 
St. John’s head in a charger. The convents of the 
Knights Hofpitallers may he dill didinguidied, as well as 
the palace of their grand mader, exhibiting a large and 
noble dair-cafe, and part of a dately chapel, or church, 
the walls of which are dill entire. We Until conclude this 
article with the curious pyramidal hill, about half a mile 
call of the town, which is fo improved by art, that its 
ftcepnefs renders it altogether inaccedible, except on the 
fouth-wed fide ; fo that from its fituation and form, it 
appears to have been a mound, or camp, of the befiegers, 
about half a mile in length, and a quarter of a mile 


n Sandys, lib, iii. p. 155. 

(K) This town is, among 
feveral others, mentioned in 
the book of Judges, as being 
in the tribe of Aflier, but fo 
ftrong, that they could not 
drive out the old inhabitants; 
fo that it feems to have re¬ 
tained its ancient name among 
the natives, feeing the Arabs 
do dill call it Akka. The 


0 Maundrell, ubifupra, p. 54. 

name of Ptolemais was fince 
given it from one of the Ptole¬ 
mies of Egypt; and that of 
Acra, probably, from its for¬ 
tifications and importance ; 
whence the knights of St. 
John ot Jcrufalcm did after¬ 
wards give it that of St. John 
d’Acre, 


broad. 
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broad. On this hill the bafha commonly pitches his pa¬ 
vilion, when he takes this town in his circuit. 

2. The remains of Scballe, or the ancient Samaria, 
though long ago laid in ruins, and great part of it turned 
into ploughed land, (till retain fome marks of its ancient 
grandeur, and of thofe noble edifices with which king He¬ 
rod caufed it to be adorned (L), particularly towards the 
north fide, where is a large fquarepiazza,enciimpaired with 
marble pillars, fome (landing, fome lying, together with 
the fragments of ftrong walls at fome diltance. But the 
moll confiderable object is the church, faid to have been 
built by the emprcfs Helena, over the place where St. 
John the Baptift was beheaded, or buried ; the dome of 
which, together with fome other parts, adorned with line 
marble columns, capitals, and curious Mobile work, prove 
it to have been a very noble fabric (M). 

q. Jacob’s well is Hill (hewed, and reverenced by tra¬ 
vellers for its antiquity ; but byChiiltians much more, on 
account of Guilt's ccndcfcemiiug to bob! a conference 
with the Samaritan woman. It Hands, indeed, at prefent 
too far for the people of .Samaria to have fetched their 
water from it ; hut it mu(l be remembered, that the city, 
which Jofephus tells us was no lefs than twenty furlongs 
in compafs, Itretched itfclf farther this way than the ruins 
now appear. The well is at prefent covered with an old 
(tone vault; it is all hewn out of the folid rock, about 
three yards in diameter, and thirty-five in depth, five of 
which Mr. Maundrell found full of water. 

4. The pools of Solomon, fo called bccaufe that mo¬ 
narch is fuppofed to have caufed them to be nude, in 
order to fupply not only his palaces and gardens, but 
even the city of Jerufalem, with water, appear Hill, by 
what remains of them, to have been a work of inimenfe 
Colt and labour (N). Such alfo are the fealed fountains, 

which 


(L) This city was enlarged 
and beautified by Herod, and 
called by him Setiafle, and 
Augulht, in honour of the em¬ 
peror Auguftns, hisgoud Iriend 
and patron. 

(M) The remains of this 
church are now divided into 
two parts, one of which be¬ 
longs to the Chri{lions, the 
other to the Turks; which 


lad is paved with marble, and 
hath a chapel under ground, 
where are three tombs, fur- 
rounded with low walls; in 
which, it is pretended, the 
Baptill lies buried, between the 
pruphets Elilha and Obadiah. 

(N) Thefe llupendou» 
works, which were the delight, 
and fuppofed the contrivance, 
of that famed monarch, are 
alluded 


Jnrch'a 
ix r !i. 


The f ools 
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which lie oppofite to them, towards the north-weft comer 
of the fame hill, in the neighbourhood of Bethlehem : 
thefe pools are three in a row, one over the other, fo dif- 
pofed, that the water of the uppermoft may defeend into 
the fecond, and from the fecond into the third. They are 
all three quadrangular, and all of an equal breadth, viz. 
about ninety paces ; but in length they differ, the firft of 
them being one hundred and fixty paces, the fecond two 
hundred, and the third two hundred and twenty ; all 
three are of a confiderable depth, -well walled and 
piaiftered, and contain a large quantity of water. About 
oiie hundred and twenty paces diftant from them is the 
fpring which fupplies them, and which the friars pretend 
to be the icaled fountain fpoken of in the Canticles. 
JrjjiSuit. The aqueduft is built on a foundation of ftones, and the 
water runs in earthen pipes, about ten inches in diameter. 
Thefe are cafed with two ftones, hewn fo as to fit them, 
which arc likewife covered over with other rough ftones, 
well cemented together; and the hole is fo funk into the 
ground on the fide of the hills, that in many places no 
part of it is to be feen J . This work formerly extended five 
or fix leagues, and appears, by the ftrength and con¬ 
trivance of it, to hate been defigned to laft as long as the 
world. However, all thefe precautions have not been 
able to prevent its being in a great meafure deftroyed by 
the violent hands of the Arabs, who make no fcruple to 
break all before them whenever they are in want of water. 
So that there are only fome fragments of it here and 
there to be found, though enough to convince us, that, 
upon the whole, it muft have been a very expenfive and 
ftupendous work. As for the gardens, if any fuch there 
were, they have long lince been deftroyed; and the fpot, 
at prefent, appears but little adapted toTuch noble plan¬ 
tations (O). To thefe we may add, 

5 rhe famed pools of Bethefda and Gihon,. the former 
i if a,(3t. Jerufalem, one hundred and twenty paces long, forty 
broad, and, at leaft, eight deep, but now without water; 

d "Vide Maundrell, Pococke, Thevenot, 

alluded to in his book of Ec- appears, at prefent, fu rocky 
clefiaftes; where, among other and barren, that Mr. Maun- 
intiances ot his grandeur and drell thinks Solomon difplayed 
magnificence, he reckons up his wealth more than his wif- 
his gardens and vineyards, his dom, if he made choice of it 
■ fountains, conduits, sic. far the putpofefuppofed. 

(O) The ground, it feems, 

the 
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,tbe other about a quarter of a mile without Bethleherri 
gate weftward, a (lately ruin) one Jiundml and fix paces 
long, and fixty-feven broad, lined with wall and plailter, 
and (bill well itored with water. 

6 . In the city of Bethlehem, betides a great many Amiquitief 
holy places, fuch is the (table, arid the very manger where »I Bu/ih- 
the divine Infant was laid, they (hew a grotto cut wholly 
out of a chalky rock, in which, they pretend, the bldfed 
Virgin concealed herfelf and child from the fury of He¬ 
rod ; and where fome of her milk, having fallen on the 
ground, gave not only an uniform whitenefs to the whole 
place, but likewife a miraculous virtue, to encreafe the 
milk of women who fuckle (D). At Nazareth is a (lately and Naxa- 
church under-ground, built, as is reported, on the very rtti. 
cave where the Virgin Mary received the angel’s hail ; 
and where, jult at the feftion of the crofs, are erefted 
two pillars of granite, each a little above two feet in 
diameter, and about three feet diitant from each other. 

Thefe are fuppofed to (land where the angel and the Vir¬ 
gin ftooil at the time of the annunciation. Near this are 
fecn fome noble remains of a much larger church, fup¬ 
pofed, from the architecture of it, 10 have been built by 
the emprefs Helena, or about her time. Among cither 
fragments, here are fcveral capitals and bafes, and other 
pieces of ancient work in a tolerably good taile ; and 
over a door there is an old alt-relief of Judith’s cutting 
off the head of Holophernes c . But the greatell curiofityin 
this way is, the great church, built by the fame emprefs, 
over our Saviour’s fcpulchre, and, from thence, called 
the church of the Holy fepulchre. 

The 7th clafs of artificial rarities in this country, 
and the lall worth mentioning, is, that of the fepulchr.il 
monuments that are fcattered all over it, and out of which 
we (hall only [elect fome of the moll remarkable, refer¬ 
ring our readers, for the re(l, to the travellers quoted 
throughout this fedlion. 1. That of the Virgin Mary Tomh of 
near Jerufalem, in the valley of Jeholhaphat, into which the Virgin 

Mary. 

• Fococke, ubi fupra, p. 63. 

(D) Thefe legends are fvval- great quantities, and carried to 
lowed, not only by the fuper- Jerufalem, where, being int¬ 
uitions Latins, and Greeks, preffed with the feal uf. the 
but by the very Turks and city, they are conveyed thence 
Arabs; infomuch that lumps into Europe, and other parts, 
of that chalk are broken off in 
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there is a dcfccut by a magnificent flight of forty-feven 
Heps. It hath, on the right-hand, the fepulchre of St. 
Anna, the mother; and on the left, that of Jofeph, the 
hufband of the Virgin; fomc add that of Jehoiakim, her 
father. In all thefe are altars credled for priefts, of all 
forts, to fay mafs ; and the whole is cut out of the folid 
rock. 2. That of king Jcholhaphat, divided into fevcral 
apartments ; in one of which is his tomb, adorned with a 
itately portico and entablature. 3. That of Abfalom, 
commonly called his pillar, or place, bccaufe he reared 
it during his life, and to perpetuate his memory, as he 
had no male ifluc. Jofephus ftyles it a marble pillar, and 
fays, it Hood about two furlongs from Jerufalem. This 
Itrutturc is about twenty cubits fquare, adorned below 
with four columns of the Ionic order, with their capitals 
and entablatures, to each front. From the height of 
twenty to forty feet, it is fomewhat lefs, and quite plain, 
except of a filial 1 fillet at the upper end ; and from forty 
tti the top it changes into a round, which grows gra¬ 
dually into a point, the whole cut out of the folid rock. 
Th cie is a room- within, confiderably higher than the 
level cd the ground without, on the Tides of which are 
niches, probably to receive coffins, or bodies. 4. A little 
iaithcr udiward, is the tomb of Zcchariah, the fon of 
JW.ichnih, whom the Jews ilew between the temple and 
the altar, as is commonly fuppofed. This fabric is all 
ciiL out of the natural rock, eighteen feet high, and as 
Jti.my iquare, and adorned with Ionic columns. The 
whole ends in a pointed top, like a diamond. Dr. Po- 
cocke obferves rightly, that there is fomething very parti¬ 
cular :u the execution of the Ionic order, which appears 
•rather of modern date, and may have been added after¬ 
wards. 

Hul the nmft curious, augufl, and elaborate piece of 
antiquity of this kind, arc the grotts itvlecl the fcpulchres 
ot the kings, without the, walls of Jerufalem, north of 
Hexetha. Why they are Hyled the royal fcpulchres, and 
to what kings they belonged, is not exactly known ; 
though there is not the lealt qucHion to be made of their 
being real depo/itories of the dead, as appears from the 
coffins which are Hill remaining. The whole appears a 
work of fuch vail cxpencc and labour, that it may be 
julily enough pronounced a royal work ; and, if really 
lire fcpulchres of the ancient Jcwifh monarchs, they may 
be deemed the moil authentic remains of the old royal 
fplend01, that ,\rc to be met with iu or about Jerufalem. 
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They are nil cut out of the folid marble rock. On the 
cart fide is the entrance, ten feet deep into the Hone, 
leading into feveral fpacious and elaborate apartments ; 
the firff of which is a large (lately court, about one hun¬ 
dred and twenty feet fquare, neatly cut and polilherl, out 
of the fame maftde quarry. On the lelt, or fouth fide 
of it is a noble gallery, or portico, with a kind of archi- 
tiave in front, fupported by columns, all cut out of the 
fame rock. It was once adorned with feitoons, and other 
architecture, hut thefe are now almoH defaced ; and on 
the left of the portico is the defeent into the fepulchres, 
into which one enters by creeping on the ground, through 
a narrow pafl'age, which leads into the firll apartments. 

This is a large handfome room, about fevcn or eight 
yards fquare, fo very neatly and exadtly formed, that it may 
be jufily llyled a fine chamber hollowed out of one folid 
piece of marble. From three of the fides of this chamber, 
you may pafs into a great number of others, all of the 
fame fabric, but of different fixes ; and from thefe into 
others, Hill lefs, and within another, of an oblong fquare, 
l'ome of which are divided into two; the innermuil of 
which arc deeper than the rcit, by a defeent of fix or 
feven Heps. In every one of thefe rooms, the firll ex¬ 
cepted, arc Hone coffins placed in niches, carved on the 
fides of the chambers, which were formerly covered with 
handfome femicircuhir lids, adorned with (lowers, gar¬ 
lands, Src. but molt of them are now broken to pieces. 
But what appears mod furprifing is. that, on the doors 
leading from one chamber to another, the door-cafes, 
hinges, pivots, See. tire all of the lame Hone with the 
rcli; for the doors appear to have been cut of the very 
piece to which they hang, ami not wrought elfcu here, or 
from any other block. M.iundrell, however, obferves, 
that the only door now left hanging, which is tv.o lect 
and a half wide, five feet and a half long, and five inches 
thick, ilid not touch its lintel, by at lcaft two inches; fo 
that he believes it might have been eafily lilted up, and 
unhinged. He took notice, hclides, that thofe which 
had been thrown down, had their hinges at the upper- 
end twice as long as thofe at the bottom ; a circumftance 
which plainly difeovers the whole contrivance. 

We might add to thefe a good number of fupernatural 
particulars, highly revered by the monks, and other de¬ 
votees, as well as by travellers ; hut as they are, for the 
greatell part, founded upon impoHurc, we fliall only 
fingle out tw o or three of the molt remarkable ; namely, 
G a the 
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the tmpreffion of our Saviour’s foot, or feet, in the rock, 
on the mountain from which he afcended into heaven; 
the cleft faid to have been made on the fame mountain 
by the miraculous earthquake that happened at our Sa¬ 
viour's crucifixion. It is inciofed ill the great church of 
St. Sepulchre, about a fpan wide, and ‘two deep ; then 
the rock clofes, and opens again below, and runs down, 
to an unknown depth, in the earth. The Akeldatna, or 
Field of Blood, formerly the Potter’s Field, and fince 
ftyled Campo Santo, or Holy Field, purchafed with the 
price of judas’s treafon, for the burial of ftrangers, is 
faid to have acquired fuch virtue, that its earth will con- 
fume a dead body, in twenty-four hours, to the very 
bones. But fome more accurate obfervers have found 
reafon to be convinced, that, if it ever had fuch a virtue, 
it hath loft it in the fequel. We fliall clofe this article 
with two other inftances of the fuperftition that reigns in 
thel'e regions of holy pilgrimages; and which, being pe¬ 
culiar to the Turks, will convince our readers that they 
are no lefs credulous, and fond of wonders, than the 
Greeks and Latins. The lit ft is a fort of pillar jutting 
out of the city wall, over-againft the valley of Jfeholha- 
pliat, of which, they tell you, among many other won¬ 
ders, that it is the place whereon their prophet (hall fit 
in judgment at the lalt day, whilft all the children of 
Adam Hull be gathered below, in the valley, to receive 
their everlalting doom from his mouth. The other is the 
wall which they have cauled to be reared to flop the 
entrance into the temple-gate, in confequence of a pro¬ 
phecy, that goes current among them, that their expul- 
lion out of that land, and final extirpation, will come in 
at that gate * (N). 

We lliall fay nothing here of the topical rarities which 
aiefhewnto, and vifiterl by all ftrangers; there being 
{carve any place or tranfaclion mentioned, either in the 
Old or New Teftament, but they drew you the very fpot 
of ground where the one ftnod and the other happened, 
even to thofe which are mentioned in the parabolic way ; 

* Maundiell, ubi Aipra, p. 103, 61 icq. Thevenot, part i. chap. 50. 

(N) This latl particular ia city every Friday, which is 
continued by mod travellers; their fabbath, till after morn- 
who add, that, on the fame ing fervice is over; it being on 
account, and from that fame that day and time, that their 
luperftitious dread, they (but final expujfion is expefled to 
up all the other gates of the be accomplished. 
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fuch as the houfe of Dives, and the ftye or place where Other re- 
Lazarus was laid (O); and many others of the like nature ; markable 
for which we (hall refer thofe that are curious in fuch t’' ac ' J 
kind of things, tD the authors often quoted through this ' ,w ’'' 
fetSion. 

Having finilhell our general defeription of the Holy 
Land, we fhall now take a fhort view of the feveral lots 
and countries afligned to the twelve tribes, beginning with 
thofe of the two tribes and a half feated beyond the Jor¬ 
dan, as being the firlt conqueft they made in their way to 
the Land of Promife. Then we (hall proceed to the other 
nine and a half on this fide of that river, ftyled, more pro¬ 
perly, the Holy, or Promifed Land ; and thefe we lhall 
deferibe, not according to their feniority, or dignity, but as 
they lie in our way, from north to fouth. Laftly, we fhall 
give the topical defeription of thofe countries contiguous 
to Judaea, whofe inhabitants were either intermixed with, 
orbordering upon the Jews, and whofe hiftory hath been 
exhibited in the foregoing chapters (P). 

The 

(O) They pretend to fhew They were defeended from 
the identical olive-tree to which Ham, or Cham, the youngell 
our Saviour was tied, whilft fon of Noah, who is fuppolcd 
his enemies were looking out to have come, with his eleven 
tor frefii accufations and falfe fons, foon after the difperfion 
witneffes, in order to condemn of Babel. Five of them we 
him with fome appearance of have already feen fettled in 
jutiice : the place where he Phccnice and Syria ; viz. Heth, 
fainted under his crofs, and Jehus, Hemor, Girgafhi, and 
left the print of his face on a Hevi; and who, with their 
napkin, or handkerchief, with father Canaan, became the 
which a woman, whom they heads of fo many nations. Sena 
have flyled St. Veronica, came was another, whofe fettlement 
to wipe the fweat off his brows: we are in the dark about; only 
thegallery wherePilate brought fome authors, from the affinity 
him forth to the Jews bedecked of the names, fuppofe the de- 
with the enfigns of inock-roy- fertofSin, and Mount Sinai, 
altv ; the ragged purple, the to be the place, and to have 
reed, and crown of thorns. been fo called from him. The 
(,P) It will not be amifs to Hithites, or Hittites, inhabited 
give our readers a fhort (ketch about Hebron, quite up to 
uf this country, as it lay be- Beerfheba, and the brook Be¬ 
fore the Ifraelites took poffef- for, reckoned by MofeB the 
fion of it, at leaf! fo far as re- fouth limits of Canaan. The 
fates to thofe feven nations Jebufites, or defeendents of 
■vhich were then in affuah-pof- jebus, dwelt near them on the 
feHion of the Promt fed Land, north, as far as the city of |e- 
ptoperly fo called. bus, fince called Jerufalem, 

Q 3 The 
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The Two Tribes and Half beyond Jordan. 

We have had occafion, in fome former chapters, to 
mention frequent embattles fent by Mofes to the kings of 
Edom, Moab, and thofe of the Amorites and Balhan, 
for leave to pafs through their country *into the land of 
Canaan; and that, upon their being refufed by them all, 
they were exprefsly forbid to commit any boftilities againft 
the former, but ordered to force a paffage through the 
territories of the two latter, which they did, with fuch 
fuccefs, as to make themfelves matters of both their king- 
Tbe lot of doms. Thefe were fettled by the two tribes of Reuben 
Reuben. and Gad, with half of Manafleh. That of Reuben, 
which was the eldeft, had the fouthern part of the new 
conqueft, extending from the north-eaft coafts of the 
Dead Sea, along the eattern banks of the Jordan; divided 
on the fouth from Midian, by the river Arnon; on the 
north, from the tribe of Gad, by another fmall river ; and 
hemmed in on the eaft, partly by the Moabites, and partly 
by the Ammonites; whilll the Jordan parted it on the 
weft from Canaan, properly fo called. It reached from 
31° 40' to 32 0 if oflatitude, and from 36“ to 37' of eaft 
longitude; and was every where fertile in corn, wine, 
fruits, and cfpecially in pafture grounds- It exhibited 
three celebrated mountains, viz, Nebo, Pifgah, and Pcor 

The Amorites poflefled the very likely, finre we read no- 
country on the eaft fide of thing of their abode in cities, 
Jordan, between the river Ar- Sec. that they lived difperfed, 
non on the fouth-eaft, and and in tents, like the Scythians, 
Mount Gilead on the north, roving on both fidcs the Jor- 
aftenvards the lot of Reuben dan, on the hills and plains; 
and Gad. The Girgadiites and that they were called by 
lay next above the Amorites, that name from the Hebrew 
011 the eaft tide of the fea of pharatz , which fignifies to dif- 
Tiberias, ami their land was perfe. The Canaanites dwelt 
afterwards poflefled by the half in the midland of all, and 
tribe of Manafleh. The Hi- were furrounded by the reft, 
vites delcended from Hevi, This is, as near as can be coil- 
dwelt northward, under Mount eluded from the facred writ- 
Libanus. The Perizzites, who rugs, the lituation of thofe 
nuike one ot the feven nations feven nations which are faid to 
of the Canaanites, are fup- have been doomed to deftruc- 
pofed by Heylin, and others, tion for their idolatry and wick- 
to be the defeendents of Sena, ednefs when the Ifraelites firft 
above mentioned; and, it is invaded their country (1). 

(1) Vide Gen. Jofli. Jofepli. Reland. Cellar. Calmet. 

or 
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-or Phegor, which were, probably, all three, parts of the 
"fame chain. The chief towns in it were Helhbon the 
capital, Jaza, Bamoth Baal, Beth-Peor, Medaba, Me- 
phath-Abilah, Edom or Adam, Shittim, Livias, Betha- 
barah, Macheron, Bezer, Bozer or Bozrah, LafaorLaiih, 
fince Callirhoe, Cedmoth or Kedemoth or Jethfan, and 
Bethjefimoth. We know fo little of rhefe cities, and of 
their true fituation, that we fhall fay nothing farther of 
them ; and only obferve, in general, that thofe which 
have the Hebrew word betb before them, which fignifies 
either boufe or temple (as Beth-Peor, Beth-Shemelh), were 
properly ifo named from fome particular deity, except it 
may be that of Bethabarah, which fignifies either a ford- 
ing-place, or the office where any kind of cuftom or tri¬ 
bute was paid. 

On the north fide of Reuben was feated the tribe of 
-Gad, having likewife the Jordan on the weft, the Am¬ 
monites on the eaft, and the half tribe of Manafleh on 
the north, reaching from 32 0 5' to 32° 50' of latitude, 
and from 36“ tj' to almoll 37 0 eaft longitude. It was 
•no lefs rich and fertile than the former, efpecially in paf- 
ture grounds. Its chief towns were Mahanaim and Pe- 
nuel, both fu named by Jacob, Succoth, where he built 
his booths, Mifpha, or Mafpha-Rabba, the metropolis of 
Bafhan, fince called Ribboth, and more lately Philadel¬ 
phia, Ramoth Gilead, or High Lands of Gilead, Rngelim, 
the native place of good old Barzillai, Thifhbi, Sharon, 
Sophar, Armon, Magefh, Debbir or Dabbir, Afht..roth, 
Jazer or Jahfor, Dibbon, Aroer, Beth-flaran, and Euon 
or Ennon, the place where John baptized ; which lull 
was on the eaft bank of Jordan, between that and Salim, 
about eight miles fouth of Scythopolis. 

Northward of Gad was feated the half tribe of Manafleh, 
having that on the fouth, the Jordan and Semachunite 
lake on the weft, the hills ofBalhan and Hern.on on the 
eaft, and part of the Lebanon on the north. This terri¬ 
tory, which was olmoft as large as the other two, extended 
from 3.2 0 36' to 33“ 30 1 of latitude, and was more pro¬ 
perly called, afterwards, Upper Galilee, or the Galilee 
of the Gentiles ; of which more in the next article. It 
had feveral large territories, and confiderable cities; thofe 
of the former forts were known by the names of Gilead, 
Batanea, Gaulonitis, Auranitis, Machonitis, Gefliur, 
Auran or Amram, and Argob ; all of them fo called from 
their capitals. Gaulonitis extended from Perwa quite to 
Lebanon. Its capital, once a famed pity, was civen to 
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the Levitical tribe, of the family of Gerlhom, and was ^ 
made a city of refuge. It was the birth-place of the famed 
Judas Galilsus, or Gaulonites, chief of the Herodian 
feft. Gilead was fo called from the fon of Machir, and 
grandfon of Manafleh. We have already fpokep pf the 
mountains of that name. Batanea was ^ropetly the land 
or kingdom of Bafhan, bounded by Gilead and the Am-, 
monites on the eaft, by the brook Jabbok on the fouth, 
by Mount Hermon on the north, and by the Jordan on 
the welt ; the canton of Argob was part of it, and both 
were famed for their ftately oaks, and herds of cattle. 
Aiiranitis, or Auran, was another fertile canton, fituate 
between the upper fpring of Jordan and the country of 
Jelhur. Othersplace it along the fea of Tiberias. Wp 
are told, that the Syrians and Arabs called that coaft by 
this name; and Jofephus makes it the fame with Iturea. 
Machonitis, or Maachonitis, fo denominated from its 
capital Maachah, was a fmall canton, near the head pf 
the Jordan, on the eall fide of it, in the way to Damafcus, 

It was the utmoft border north of this half tribe ; and we 
find that the Manaflites forbore to deftroy the old inha¬ 
bitants, and lived in friendlhip with them ; the fame is 
faidofthe Jelhurites, who lived in the next canton to 
Maachonitis. 

The cities of this half tribe were Bofra, or Bozrah, 
Selfcha, Maachah or Maacati, Gerfhon, Afhtaroth, A- 
drach or Hadrach-kedar, or the tents of Kedar, Sueta, 
Gamala, Efdrai, Gilead, Pella, Abel, Abel-Maachah or 
Abei-Beth-Maachah, Jabelh-Gilead, Corazin or Coro- 
zaim, Julias, Bethfaida, near the defert of its name, Gi- 
rafa or Girgelba, Hippo, Gadar, and Ephron, betides a 
good number of others oflefler note 1 . 

The Nine Tribes and Half an this fide cf the Jordan. 

Croffing the Jordan, from the half tribe pf Manafleh, 
we hall deferibed, we enter into the province of Lower 
Galilee, which lay on thefarthefl; northern verge of Ju- 
dtea ( Q^J ; and in which we find the tribes of Alher, Ze- 

bulun, 

1 Gen. Jolh. Sam. Jofepli. Reland. Paled. Illultr. 

( QJ The province of Ga- qlfo Galilee pf the Gentile*, 
jilee was divided into Upper probablv, becaufe inhabited by 
and Lower, the former beyond, by mod of that fort, whom 
gnd the latter on this fide Jor- the Manaflites had fpared, and 
dan, The former, furnamed lived intermingled with, or 
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bulun, Naphtali, and Iflachar, fettled by lot. It was 
very fertile and champain, except on the northern fide 
towards Syria ; produced excellent corn, wine, oil, fruits 
of all forts, with little labour ; and was, in its flourifhing 
ftate, fo full of towns and villages, that Jofephus, who 
was made govern# of it, tells us, the lead of them con¬ 
tained fifteen thoufand fouls; but whether or no he 
hath fpoken within compafs, there is reafon fufficient to 
believe that the country was really very rich and populous, 
and its inhabitants of a ftout and warlike difpofition, and 
very zealous for the Jewifli religion. It had, in particu¬ 
lar, a fpacious valley, fo very rich, that it was ftyled, by 
way of emphafis, 11 the Fat Valley;” fince better known 
by that of .St. George, from a fort or cattle built on it, 
and dedicated to that faint. 

The tribe of Aiherwas fented on the north-weft corner Trite of 
of the province, adjoining to the north fide of Fhoenice, 4 fl“ r - 
having the Mediterranean on the weft, Zebulun on the 
fouth, and Naphtali on the eaft. It contained fome cotl- 
fiderable cities near the fea, though no fea-port of any 
note. It was fo fruitful in corn, wine, and oil, of the 
beft kinds, that it fully anfwered the blefling which 
dying Jacob gave to it: “ that the bread of it fhould be 
fat, and that it (hould yield royal dainties.” It was in this 
tribe that the lands of Mifpha and Cabul lay, which So¬ 
lomon gave to Hiram king of Tyre, who, being difpleafed 
with it, bellowed upon it that contemptible name. The 
chief towns of it were Elkath or Alcath, Cana the Cities. 
Greater, Gabala Rahab, Aphek, Hacok, Gifcalah, Beth- 
Shemelh, Achfaph, Beth-Dagon, Acca, Accoa, Acra or 
Ptolemais, lately defcribed, with a good number of in¬ 
ferior places. 

The tribe of Naphtali lay on the eaft of Alher, between 7>i be of 
it and the Jordan, ovcr-againft the half tribe of Manaftch. Naphtali. 
It was very fertile, having on the north the fpring-heads 
of the Jordan, formerly mentioned, and extended along 
the weftern banks of it, from Mount Lebanon down to 
the fea of Tiberias. The chief towns were thefe : Dan, 

rather, perhaps, becauft it lay gether mountainous. There 
contiguous to the heathen na- has been, however, no fmall 
tions. This, we are now upon, controverfy, whether Galilee 
was ftyled the Lower, on ac- did really extend beyond Jur- 
count of its iituation, and flat dan, and whether it contained 
country, in comparilbn with any part of the kingdom of 
fhe other, which was alto- Balkan. 


formerly 



Cilia. 


Trihe if 

Zibulun. 


Cilia, 


The Hijlory of the. Jews 

formerly called Laiih and Lalhem, taken by a colony of 
the Danites, who gave it the name of their tribe (R) 
Beerim, Emath, and Arbites, each a capital of a confi- 
derable territory; Heliopolis, anciently Hir-Cherefh, or 
the Cifv of the Sun, andfince, Balbek, Allodim, Amath- 
dor or* Amathar, Hir-Lajathain or Harjatbaim, Ablala, 
Merom, near the lake of its name, Harozeth or Arazoth, 
Hazor, tents or camp of Heber, where the Kenites 
dwelt, Malkeloth, Migdudel, Kadefh-Naphtali, Sepher 
or Cirjath-Sephcr, fuppofed, from its name, an ancient 
univerfity, or City of Books, Bcth-Shemefch, different 
from that in Afher, Carthan, Hammau, fo called from 
its hut waters, Mens Chrifti, and Capernaum (S). 

On the fouth of Afher and Naphtali, was feated the 
tribe of Zebulun or Zabulon, having the Mediterranean 
on the weft, the fea of Galilee on the eaft; parted on 
the north from Afher by the river Jepthael, and on the 
fouth, from Iffachar, by that of Kilhon ; and by its 
vicinity to the fea, the number of its ports, and extent 
of its commerce, it exaftly verified the bleffings given to 
the tribe both by Jacob and Mofes. The cities of it were 
Zabulun the capital (T), Bethfaida, Magdalon, Jotapa, 
Joppa, Cinnereth, fince Tiberias, on the lake of that 
name, Cartha, Bethulia, Rimmon, Dotbaim, Darrma, 
Somerom, Tabor, both the city and Mount, Sapha, Saffa 
or Siporis, Nazareth, Cana the Leffer, commonly Cana 


(R) This city became after¬ 
wards infamous for the calf fet 
up by Jeroboam, which was 
reforted to by all the revoked 
tribes on this fide; and, as it 
flood on the utmoft verge of 
Judea, as Beerfheba did on the 
oppofite, it gave rife to the 
common proverb “ from Dan 
to Beerfheba.” When the Ro¬ 
mans took it, they gave it the 
name of Faneai, and bellowed 
it on Philip the fon of Herod, 
who called it■Gefanea Philippi. 

(S) This lad was fount* on 
the north fide of the fea of 
Tiberias, at fome diftance 
weft from the mouth of the 
Jordan; hut though vre are 


told it flood till the feventh or 
eighth century, as appears from 
the travels of Adamnamus and 
Villibaldus, yet the true fitua- 
tion of it is quite loft. 

(T) It flood on the Mediter¬ 
ranean, near the mouth of the 
Jepthael, and was once ftylcd 
Zabulon Andron, or of Men, 
on account of its extraordinary 
populoufnefs. It was adorned 
with fin* buildings, utter the 
manner of Tyre, Sidon, and 
Berytus, and much admired 
on that account by Ceftius, 
who neverthelefs took, plun¬ 
dered, and burnt it to the 
ground. 

of 
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of Galilee, Iconium, andSicaminum or Porphyreon (U), 
•and Heipbah or Ceipha. 

The laft tribe in Lower Galilee was that of Iflachar, 
bounded like the former by the Mediterranean on the weft, 
byZebulon on the north, by the Jordan on the eaft, which 
parted it from thaf of Gad, and on the fouth by the other 
half of Manafleh. Its moil remarkable places were the 
Mounts Carmel, and Gilboah, and the Valiev of Jez- 
reel, already deferibed. The great plain of Megiddo, 
called alfo the plain of Galilee, and now .Saba, from a 
caflle built upon it, and famed, like that of Jezrecl, for 
the many battles fought upon it ; as well as for the 
abundance of corn, wine, oil, &c. it produced. The 
chief towns were Tarichea, Cefion, Iflachar, Camoth, 
Enghannim, Rabboth, Cadefli, Aphek, Enhadda, Shu- 
nem or .Suna, the place where the hofpitable Shunamite 
lodged the piophet Elijah, Endor, where the pythonefs 
entertained king Saul, Naim, where Chriit raifed the 
poor widow’s fon, Beth-Shemefli, Jezreel, or Efdrelon, 
or Efdraelon, and Caftrum Peregrinorum (X). 

South of Zebulon lay the other half-tribe of Manafleh ; 
and fouth of this, that of Ephraim, afterwards known 
by the name of Samaria. The territories of thefe two 
tribes, though contiguous, varied pretty much, fome 
parts being mountainous and rocky, barren, and even de- 
fert ; whilft others were pleafant, fertile, and well inha¬ 
bited. That of Manafleh was hemmed in, north and 
fouth, by Iflachar and Ephraim, and on the eaft, and 
weft, by the Jordan and Mediterranean. It exhibited a 
variety of plains, mountains, vallies, fprings, and a good 


(U) Its ancient name was 
Heipha, which ive take notice 
of becaufe the Greeks and La¬ 
tins, having changed it into 
Cepha and Caplin, fome have 
conceived a notion, that it was 
fo called from the rocky ground 
which they fuppofe it to be 
built upon, orfurrounded with. 
The names of Sycaminos and 
Porphyreon were probably 
given to it, the firft from the 
fycamore-trees, which grew 
about it ; and the latter from 
the thell-filh which wai taken 
on its coall, and which they 


ufed in dying purple. It is 
firuate at the foot of Mount 
Carmel, to the north of it, on 
the gulpli of Ptolemais or 
Acco, and is only parted from 
it by its fair and fpacious ha¬ 
ven, fo that thofe two cities 
Hand but at about fifteen miles 
diftance from each other. 

(X) Amongft them was that 
of Tarichea, tested on the 
banks of the fea of Galilee, 
abour eight miles fouth of Ti¬ 
berias, of great ftrength, and 
famed for the defence it made 
again!! Vefpaftan, 


Trite of 
Ijjncfutr. 


C'itiei. 


Other half 
of Ma- 
najfeh. 


number 
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number of (lately cities; among which were Beth-Shean 
or Scythopolis, .Salem, Auer, Bezech, Abel-Meholah, 
Caftrum Alexandrinum, Tirfhah or Terfa, Acrabata, 
Tliebez, Tlianac or Tanac, Gath-Rimmon, Maccoth, 
Ennon, Megiddo, Gilgal, Dor or Dora, Crefarea Palef- 
tina, and Antipatris. 

If hr aim. The tribe of Ephraim took up the fouth fide of Sama¬ 

ria, and extended, like that of Manafieh, from the Me¬ 
diterranean on the wefl, to the Jordan on the eaft; 
bounded on the fouth, by the territo'rity of Benjamin, and 
part of Dan. Here, likewife, fome parts were rocky and 
mountainous, though covered with trees, and good paf- 
turc, and the low lands exceedingly rich, fruitful, and 
Cilin. even luxuriant. The cities and towns, numerous, large 
and well peopled ; among which were Saren or Sarona, 
Lydda or Diofpolis, Elon, Ramathaim or Arimathea, 
Bethoron, Gazer or Gafera, Timnarh-Serah, Pharaton 
or Pirathon, Caftrum Hyrcanium, Sichem or Sechem, 
fince Neapolis, Samaria, fince Sebafte, Jechman, Taph- 
nah, Dog, Doch, or Dagon, Najoth, Gath Rimmon, 
Michmafh, fince Byra, and Shilo or Sio. Thefe were the 
chief places in the tribe of Ephraim. 

Judea, froferly fo called. 

Judta fro- This canton, which contained the tribes of Benjamin, 
ter. Judah, Dan, and Simeon, was fituate on the molt 
fouthern fide of the whole, having Samaria or Ephraim 
on the north, the Mediterranean on the weft, Idumrea and 
Egypt on the fouth, and the Jordan and the Dead Sea on 
the eaft. The climate;Wa5 much warmer than that of the 
other two, being moftly under the thirty-fecond degree of 
latitude ; but well refrelhed with cooling wands from the 
feas and mountains. The face of the country was beau¬ 
tifully variegated with plains, hills, valiies, and fome de- 
ferts, moft of them well watered with pleafant ftreams 
and rivulets, which ran down from the mountains; fo 
that, in the whole, it was as feitile In corn, wine, oil, 
Ruits, and pafture grounds, as any of the reft". 

Tribe of *• The tribe of Benjamin lay contiguous to Samaria on 
Benjamin, the north, to Judah on the fouth, and to Dan on the 
weft, which laft parted it from the Mediterranean. It had 
not many cities and towns; but this wrant was amply 
compenfated by its containing the moft confider^ble, and 
the metropolis of all, the celebrated city of Jerufalem, 

• See Joftpbm, Reland, tec. 


the 
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jhe centre of the Jewifh worlhip and religion, the feat of 
all the Jewifh monarchs and pontiffs, and of the famed 
fanhedrim, or grand court and council of the nation. 
The other cities were Jericho, Gibeon, Beth-el, Gibeah, 
Hai, Gilgal, Anathoth, Neb, or Nebo; to which we 
may add the two ftoted villages of Bethany and Gethfe- 
mane. 

Jerufalem (Y), in its mod flourifbing ftate, was divided 
into four parts, each inclofed with its own walls; namely, 
the old city of Jebus, which flood on Mount Zion, where 
the prophets dwelt, and where David built a magnificent 
caflle and palace, which became the refidence, both of 
himfelf arid fucceffors; on which account it was empha¬ 
tically called, “ the City of David (Z).” The lower city, 
called alfo, the “ Daughter of Zion,” being built after it; 
on which flood the two magnificent palaces, which So¬ 
lomon built for himfelf and his queen ; that of the Mac- 
cabean princes ; and the ftately amphitheatre raifed by 
Herod, capable of containing eighty thouf.iml fpetlators ; 
the ftrong citadel by Antiochus, to command the temple, 
but lince rafed by Simon the Maccabce, who recovered 
the city from the Syrians; and laflly, a fecond citadel, 
built by Herod, upon a high and craggy rock, called by 
him Antonia. The new city, moflly inhabited by tradtf- 
men, artificers, and merchants; and, Mount Moriah, on 
which appeared the celebrated temple of Solomon, de- 
feribed in the fixth and feventh chapters of the fecond 
hook of Kings; destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar, rebuilt by 
the Jews on their return from Babylon, and afterwards 
renewed, augmented, adorned, and enriched by Herod. 

Without pretending to give a particular rlefcription of 
this renowned edifice, concerning which different writers 
have fo widely differed in opinion, we fliall confine our 
prefent account of it to fuch particulars only, as are 
agreed on all hands, and founded on the authority of the 
Scripture. It is generally allowed, I. That there were 
no lefs than one hundred and fixty-three thoufand three 
hundred men employed in the work. 2. That, notwith- 

(Y) The name fignifies in city and temple, by Nebu- 
the Hebrew, the vtfioit, inbe- chadnezzar, was never tho- 
ritauce , or pojjejfum of peace. roughly rebuilt, till the reign 

(Z) This (lately building of Herod the Great, who raif- 
was greatly enlarged and beau- ed it to a mod fumptuous and 
tified by Solomon ; but being elegant ftrudture, and inferibed 
dellroyed, with the reft of the it to Agrippa and Csfar. 

Handing 
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Handing that prodigious number of hands, *it took uf^__ 
feven whole years in building. 3, That the height of ir 
amounted to one hundred and twenty cubits, or eighty- 
two yards ; and the courts round it were about half as 
high. 4. That the front on the eaft fide was fuftained by 
ramparts of fquare ftone, of vaft bulk*, built up from the 
valley below, three hundred cubits high; the height of 
which being added to that of the edifice, amounted to 
four hundred and twenty cubits. To this if we add, 

5. Sixty cubits, the height of the principal tower above 
all the reft, the total will be four hundred and eighty cu¬ 
bits, w hich, reckoning at two feet to a cubit (A), amount 
to nine hundred and fixty feet; but according to the 
length of that meafure, as others reckon it, viz. at two 
feet and a half, it will reach to one hundred and twenty 
feet; a prodigious height this from the ground, and fuch 
as might well make Jofephus fay, that the very defign of 
it was l'uificient to have turned the brain of any but Solo¬ 
mon. 6 . Thole ramparts, which were raifed in this 
manner, to fill up the prodigious chafm made by the deep 
valley below, and to make the area of a fufheient breadth 
and length for the edifice, were one thoufand cubits in 
length at the bottom, and eight hundred at the top, and 
the breadth of them one hundred more. 7. The huge 
buttrefles which fupported the rampatts, were of thefame 
height, fquare at the top, and fifty cubits broad, and 
jutted out one hundred and fifty cubits at the bottom. 

8. The ftones of which they were built, were, accord¬ 
ing to Jofephus, forty cubits long, twelve thick, and 
eight high, all of marble, and fo exquifitely joined, that 
they feemed one continued piece, or rather polifhed rock, 
p. According to the fame Jewifh hiftorian, there wete 
one thoufand four hundred and fifty-three columns of Pa¬ 
rian marble, and twice that number of pilaftera, of fuch 
thickneis, that three men could hardly embrace them, 
their height and capitals proportionable, and of the Co- 


(A) This Hebraic meafure 
is very differently fettled by 
authors, viz. by bifliopCum¬ 
berland and others, to twenty 
inches and an half, by others 
at eighteen. Capellus and 0- 
thers think the Jew's had two 
cubits, one facred, the other 
common; the firft of thirty-fix, 
the other of eighteen inches; 


this they prove from fundry di- 
menlions, which Mofes gives 
to the Levitical territory round 
their cities; viz. in one verle 
at one thoufand cubits, and, 
in the very- next at two thnu- 
fand ; the former being fup- 
pofed the facred, and thefecond 
the common. 


rinthian 
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rinthian order. But it is likely, Jofephus hath given us 
Wiefe two laft articles from the temple of Herod, there 
being nothing like them mentioned by the facred hiflo- 
rians, but a great deal about the prodigious cedars of Le¬ 
banon, ufed in that edifice, the excellent workmanlhip of 
them, adapted to 9 their feveral ends and defigns, toge¬ 
ther with their gildings, and other curious ornaments (B). 
It is affirmed in the text ", that all the materials of this 
ftupendous fabric were finilhed and adapted to their fe¬ 
veral ends, before they were brought to Jerufalem, that 
is, the ftones in their quarries, and the cedars in Leba¬ 
non ; fo that there was no noife of ax, hammer, or any 
tool, heard in rearing the edifice. The variety of for¬ 
tune to which both city and temple were expofed, will be 
fpecified in the fequel of this hiftory. Mean while, as 
we have taken notice of the moft remarkable places, 
mountains, vallies, &c. in Judea, under a former article, 
we fliall conclude this with an account of its prefent de¬ 
plorable condition, under the Turks. As for other towns 
of note in the tribe of Benjamin, the reader may fee all 
that is worth notice concerning them, in the note (C). 


This 


" i Kings, vi, 7. 


(B) The fenfible reader will 
require berter authority than 
that of Jofephus, to confirm 
the truth of thefe dimenfions, 
which feem to be the efl'eft of 
Jewilh exaggeration divelted of 
all probability. But, we lhali 
give a more accurate deferip- 
tion of the temple, in the le- 
quel of the Jewith hiftory. 

(C) 1. Nob, Nobe, Noba, 
Nornba, a facerdotal city at the 
fartheft end weftward of this 
tribe, and the place where the 
ark fome time veiled, after the 
taking of Shiloh by the Phi- 
lillines, fo totally ruined by 
kina Saul, on account of the 
fmall affiftance which the high- 
prieft Abimelech had given the 
fugitive David, that St. Jerom 
tells us, it ftill lay in ruins in 
bis time, which were then to 
be feen at fome (mail diftance 
from Diofpolis. 


2. Gibeon, Gabaon, fo ftyl- 
ed from its being advanta- 
geoufly fituare on an eminence, 
about forty or fifty furlongs, 
or fix or eight miles north from 
Jerufalem. 

3. Gibeah, or Gibeath- 
Saul, fo called for being the 
birth-place of that monarch, 
and to dillinguilh it from Gi- 
beath-Phineas, in the tribe of 
Ephraim, ftood feven or eight 
miles north from Jerufalem, 
and as many north-well from 
Gilead. 

4. Gilgai, Galgal, Galga- 
tha, fituate on the banks of the 
Jordan, where the IfraeBtes 
crofted at their entrance into 
the Promifed Land, famed for 
the monument which Jofluia 
reared there, in memory of 
that miracuioqf paflage, 

J. Betli-el, anciently Luz, 
but fo ftyled by Jacob in me¬ 
mory 
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This once (lately and opulent metropolis is at prefent 
called by the Turks, Cudfembaric and CoUdlherifF, andT 
reduced to a poor thinly inhabited town, of at mod three 
miles in circuit. It (lands in 31 0 48' of north lati¬ 
tude, and 35“ 34' of eall longitude, on a rocky moun¬ 
tain furrounded on all Tides, except o» the north, with 
deep afcents, and deep valleys below; and thefe again en¬ 
vironed with other hills at fome diftance(D). The foil, 
for want of cultivation, is now become (tony, fandy, 
and barren ; yet in fome places, produces corn, wine, 
and oil; efpecially in the neighbourhood of the city. 
There was a period indeed, after its total deitruftion by 
Titus Vefpafian, at which it was likely to have recovered 
ftbih by its former grandeur; when the emperor Adrian built a 
Adrian. new c ity, almoft upon the fpot of the old town, which 

mory of his fignal vilion there, weft of Beth-el, and at a fmall 
that word lignitying, the houfe diftance north-weft from Jeri- 
af God. It flood 011 thevveilof cho. 

Ai, a Canaahitilh cityy taken The laft, and mull conft- 
immediately alter Jericho, a- derable city in this tribe, next 
bout twelve miles north from to Jerufaletn, was- Jericho, 
Jerufalem. about fix miles weft trom the 

6. Anathoth, a facerdotal Jordan, and twenty-two al- 
city, lituate between Gilgal moll eaft from Jerufalem. It 
and Jerufalem, the birth-place was lituate in a fpacious plain, 
of Jeremiah, and inheritance producing all forts of fruits, ef- 
of many of the Jewilh pontiffs, pecially palm-trees, and ftyled 

7. Bethany, a famed village from thence the “City of 

on the road between Jericho Palms.” It was adorned with 
and Jerufalem, the dwelling- a magnificent palace, and other 
place ot Lazarus, and his twu edifices built by Herod ; but 
lifters. of all its ancient fplendor no¬ 

il. Gethfemane, which fig- thing now remains; the place 

nifies an oil profs, was a village being dwindled into a poor vil- 
on the Mount of Olives, and lage, except fome arched parts 
perhaps fo called, becaufe of ot an old conduit, fuppofed to 
the prefling of that oil there, have been made to convey the 
It is chiefly noted for a garden, water into the city, and parts 
to which our Saviour was wont adjacent (1). 
to refort at night with his dif- (D) The natural fituation 
ciples, and where he was be- of Jerulalem bounded by thole 
trayed by Juda?, and led away precipices, feems to prove that 
bound. the city could never be much 

g. Ai, by the Septuagint more extenfive thau it is at pre- 
Aai, by Jofephus Aina, and fent. 
by'others Ajahj was lituate 

(1) Jofeph. Antiq. Pococke. 


b* 
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Vc called JElia Capitolina, and adorned with walls, and 
Jot her nobfe edifices, permitting the Chriftians to fettle 
and live in it. But this was a Inort gleam of good for¬ 
tune-, for, when the pious emprefs Helena, mother of 
Conftantine the Great, came to vifit this theatre of the 
world’s redemption, (he found it in fach a forlorn and 


n 


ruinous condition, as raifed her pity into a noble zeal of 
reftoring it to its ancient luftre. To this end, £he caufed, RtJlirK . 
with a great deal of coft and labour, all the rubbilh that the tmprift 
had been thrown upon thofe places where Our Saviour had ***««> 
fuffered, to be removed: and, in the profecution of this 
work, they are faid to have found the crofs on which he 
died. 

Mount Calvary being thus cleared, (he caufed a mag¬ 
nificent church to be built upon it, to comprehend as 
many of the fcenes of his fuffprings, as could be Cpnve* 
niently inclofed. This ftately edifice is ftill Handing, and 
kept in good repair, by the offerings of a conftant con- 
courfe of pilgrims, who annually refort to it, as well as 
the contributions of feveral Chriftian princes. 

The walls of it are of ftone, the roof of cedar; the eaft The gnat 
end indofes Mount Calvary, and the weft comprehends church of 
the holy fepulchre. The former is covered with a noble st - 
cupola, fupported by fixteen maflive columns, which thr, ‘ 
were crufted with marble. The centre of it is open on 
the top juft over the fepulchre, and above the high altar 
at the eaft end is another ftately dome. The nave of the 
church conftitutes the choir; and in the infide aifles are 
the places where the moft remarkable circumftanees of 
Chrift’s paffion were tranfafted, together with the tombs 
of Godfrey and Baldwin, the two fiift Chriftian kings 
of Jerufalem. An afcent of twenty-two fteps, leads to a 
chapel, where that part of Calvary is fhewn, on which 
Chrift was crucified, and the very nole in the rock, in 
which bis crofs was fixed. The altar hath three erodes 
on it, and is richly adorned, with other coftly embellilh- 
ments, particularly with forty-fix Giver lamps of immenfe 
value, that hang before it, and are kept conftantly burn¬ 
ing. Adjoining to this, is another fmall chapel, front¬ 
ing the body of the church. At the weft end is that of 
the fepulchre, which is hewn -wut of the folid rock, and 
hath a fmall dome or lantern, fupported by pillars of 
porphyry. The cloifter round the fepulchre, is divided 
into fundry chapels, appropriated to the feveral fefts of 
Chriftians, who rcGde there, fuch as Greeks, Armenians, 

Maronites, Jacobites, Copts, Abyffines, and Gcorgines. 

Voi., II. H On 
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On the north-wen:, are the apartments of the Latins', wM 
have the care of the church,, and are forced to rcfidc con-* 
Handy in it, the Turks keeping the keys of it, and not 
fuifermg any of them to go out, but obliging them to re¬ 
ceive their provifions through a wicket. 

Ctremmu Eafter is the time at which the chief ceremonies are 
ptrflrmd performed within this place, and which chiefly conGft in 
at Bapir. reprefentations of Chrift’s paffion, crucifixion* death, 
and fefurredlion. At this folemnity every pilgrim, pay¬ 
ing a certain fee, is admitted in to affift at the folemn 
proceffion, and other ceremonies s of tbefe there is com¬ 
monly a vaft concourfe j, fome of them choofe to enter on 
the eve of Good-Friday, and to flay till Eafter-Monday *> 
A'rmrk- The laft particular we ftiall take notice of under this ar- 
tmtpUbuilt. tide, is an edifice erected on Mount Moriah, on tha 
fouth-eaft part of the city, called Solomon’s temple, 
Handing on or near the fpot where the ancient temple 
Hood. But, as we are well aflhred, that the old temple 
was totally deftroyed by the Romans, it is not eafy to 
guefs when, or by whom this modern building was- 
reared (I). The entrance into it is at the eaft end, under 
an oftagon, adorned with a cupola, roof, and lantern \ 
and forward, towards the weft, is a fair ftrait aifle, like 
that of a church, the whole furrounded with a fpaTiou* 
fquare court, walled on every fide. The extent of this 
place, according to Mr. Maundrell, is five hundred and 
feventy common, paces long, and three hundred amt 
feventy broad. In the midft of it, where the Jewifli 
Sandtum 8unetoruni is faid to have ftood, is ere£ted a 
Turkifti mofque, neither confiderable for its magnitude 
nor ftrutture; which, neverthelefs, makes a ftately figure, 
by the foie advantage of its fituation. This place, Maun- 
Xrutrtncd drell tells us, is held in fuch veneration by the Turks, that 
4urks 3 ^ r ? n 6 er cannot g° ^ar it, without being in^danger of 
forfeiting his life, fcr religion. It lies over-againft the 
Mount of Olives, and is parted from it by ths Vale of 
Jeholhaphat; and one may eafily judge what an ittimenfe 

* Vide Pococke, Shaw, Maundrell, Radziville, Tiicvenut, 
oADdyi, & k Bruyn. 

e *’® enee of tjis dation of Solomon’i Temple, 
bmWmgfrerm winvalidatethe were defiroyed by fubterrane- 
truth of the mirade wrought ous fire, that the prophecy 
fa the days of Julian the Apof- might be- verified, which im- 
fate, where the workmen cm- plied that the temple flwuW 
P* 0 f«d to dig upon the faun- never be rebuilt. 


labour 
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.labour it muft have coft to level fuch a fpacious area upon 
K{o ftrong and rocky a mountain. Dr. Fococke, who hath 
taken a more particular view of that edifice, much extols 
the beauty of the profpeft, as well as the materials and 
workmanfhip. The colonnades are of the Corinthian or¬ 
der, finely wrought, and the arches turned over them; 
being, as he fuppofes, the porticoes leading to the infide 
of the building, which, he thinks, was formerly a Chrif- 
tian church. 

The-city is now under the government of a fangiac, Prefent go 
tvhofe refidence is in a houfe faid to have been that of verumeui 
Pontius Pilate, over-againft the cattle of Antonia, built V 1/11 cl 9 
by Herod the Great. There they (hew the ftairs by which , 

Jefus attended to the galleiy where the governor expofcd 
him to the people; at lealt they (hew a new flight of 
them : for, as to the old fteps, called ttala fanta, they are 
faid to have been carried to Rome. Many of thofe (lately 
churches, built in memory of fome remarkable gofpel-tranf- 
aftion, have been fince turned into mofques, into fome of 
which money will procure an entrance. Both friars, and 
other Chriftians, are kept fo poor, by the tyranny of the 
government, that the chief fupport and trade of tne place 
confifts in providing ttrangers with food, and other accom¬ 
modations, and felling them beads, relics, and other re¬ 
ligious trinkets; for which they are obliged to pay confi- 
derable fums to the fangiac, as well as to his officers: 
thett are ttldom fo well contented with their ufual dues, 
but that they frequently extort fome frefh contributions, 
efpecially from the Francittans, whott convent is the 
common receptacle for all pilgrims. For this accommo¬ 
dation, they have confiderable allowances from the pope, 
and other crowned heads; befides the ufual prefent* 
which ttrangers generally make them at their departure. 

The Tribe of Judah. 

This canton extended fouth of Benjamin about twenty- f/,, i ri y 
feven miles, quite to the mountains of Seir, or Edom, gf Judah. 
which were the frontiers between it and Idumxa. It wag 
bounded on the eaft by the Dead Sea, and on thewettby 
the tribes of Dan and Simeon, both which lav between 
it and the Mediterranean. Judah was reckoned the 
largeft and moll populous tribe of all the twelve, and 
the inhabitants were the ttouteft, and moft vali¬ 
ant. It was, moreover, the chief and royal tribe, from 
Which the kingdom was denominated, as hath been al¬ 
ready Hinted. Hie land was beautifully variegated with 
H 2 fertile 
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fertile plains, hills, dales, lakes, and fountains. It pro- , 
duced great plenty of corn, wine, oil, fruits and pafture, f 
except where it lay contiguous to Idumtea. It was pro¬ 
perly in the territory of Judah that the Canaanites dwelt; 
and here it was, likewife, that Abraham and his defcend- 
ents fojourne.d, till their going down Into Egypt. The 
principal places in this tribe were, Libna, Makkedah, 
Azecha, Beth-Zor, or Bethfora, Emmaus, Nicopolis, Be- 
zech, Bethlehem, Tekoah, Engadi, Odalla, Keylah, 
Hebron, Jether, Jerimoth, Taphnah, Kirjath-Jearim, 
Maon, Holon, Gozen, Gelo, Cabzael, Hazor or Chad- 
zor, and MafTada ; the molt remarkable of which the 
reader will find defcribed in the note b (K). 

The 

b Dc his rid. Reland, ubi fiipra, lib. i. cap. iS. & feq. Cell- 
arium, Jofepb. & al. 


(K) At thehead of all thefe 
we may juftly place the royal 
city of Bethlehem, not only on 
account of its being the birth* 
lace of king David, and from 
im emphatically ftyled the 
City of David, but much more 
fo, as it was appointed by Pro- 
videncft to be the birth-place 
of the Saviour of the world, 
though at prefent reduced to a 
poor village. It is fituate on 
a hill, in a fertile and de¬ 
lightful plain, about five or fix 
miles, according to Jofephus 
atld Eufebius, but feven or 
eight, according to more mo¬ 
dern travellers, fouth of Jeru- 
falem. It is dill held in great 
efteem, both for the magnifi¬ 
cent church which the pious 
emprefs Helena caufed to be 
built over the grott where the 
Divine Infant was boro, and 
for the great concourfe of pil¬ 
grims, who yearly repair to it. 

Hebron, now called El-ka- 
hil, the ancient feat of David 
before he bad taken Jerufalem, 
Hands on a ridge of mountains, 
which overlook a mod delicious 
▼alley twenty mile* fouth of 


that metropolis. The old city 
hath long lain in ruins, but 
near to them dands a village, 
in which is dill a handfome 
church, built by the fame pious 
emprefs, over the cave where 
Abraham and Sarah, Ifaac, 
Jacob, and Leah, lie buried. 
The Turks have turned it into 
a mofque, and the place is 
much revered by them, as 
well as by the Jews and Chrif- 
tians. 

Makkedah, a royal city, 
near which the five Amoritidi 
kings were put to death by Jo- 
fhua, was once a very drong 
city, and placed, by Eufebius, 
Hbout eight miles from Eleu- 
theropolis. 

Lebna, a drong city, fi¬ 
tuate in a narrow neck of laud 
in this tribe, which ran north¬ 
wards between thofe of Dan 
and Benjamin. 

Azecha, another drong place, 
both by fituation, and its dout 
walls; feated in the fame 
north-wed corner with Lebna 
and Makkedah, in the valley 
of Terebinth, where David 
flew Goliath. 

Bethzor, 
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The Tribe of Dan. 

South-weft of the tribe of Judah, between it and the Trite if 
Mediterranean, lay the two laft tribes we hare ftill to 
fpeak of, namely, Dan and Simeon ; beyond which were 
ftill feated, along ^he fea-coaft, the ancient Philiftines, 
once mailers of the whole from the confines of Phcenice, 
on the north, to thofe of Idumtea on the fouth. The Phihftine 
cities along this coaft were fo ftrong and populoas, that cllut - 
the Danites could not prefently wrelt them from their 

J 

Bethzor, or Bethfora, fo quantities of palms, and other 
called from its fituation upon odoriferous trees : though it 
a high rock, was a very ftout be likewife often called a wil- 
fortrefs, efpecially about the , dernefs, on account of the 
time of the Maccabees ; but mountains and woods that fur- 
had formerly been fortified by rounded the town. Both this 
king Rehoboam, to keep the of Engadi, and that of Tekoah, 

Danites in awe. The author are full of large caverns, fome 
of the fecond book of Macca- of which the reader may fee 
bees places Bethfora within defcribed in the authors lately 
five furlongs of Jerufalem; quoted. 

but that is a palpable error; Ziph, from which the neigh- 
for it could not then have been bouring defert hath its name, 
in the tribe of Judah : but flood on a high hill, about 
Eufebius alfures us, it was eight mileB call of Hebron, ac- 
twenty miles from it, on the cording to St. Jerom, and was 
road to Hebron. ftill aconiiderable town in his 

Emmaus, in Hebrew, Cham- time. 
min , from its hot and faluti- Maon, another ftrong cky, 
ferous waters, famed for our which gave name to the neigh- 
Saviour’s appearance to two of bouring wildernefs, flood on a 
his difciples, Hood, as the c- barren eminence, at a lirtle 
vangelift tells us, about fixty diftance to the fouth-weft of 
furlongs, or eight miles, fouth- the Dead Sea. 
well from Jerufalem. The laft place worth notice, 

Tekoah, Tecua, fituate on in this tribe, was the famed 
the fide of a hill about tine fortrefs of MalTada, built by 
miles from Bethlehem, be- Judis Maccabeus, and often 
tween Bethfora and Engadi. mentioned by Jofephus as im- 
Engadi, or the fountain of pregnable. It flood a few 
the goat, formerly Hazazon miles fouth of Engadi, and 
Thamar, or the city of palm- well of the Dead Sea; on a 
treei, is fituate on the top of high craggy rock, inacceflible 
a high and fteeprock near the on all fides but one, and that 
Dead Sea, furrounded with a very difficult and lieep ). 
territory much famed for great 

1 1 ) Joleph. de Bell. Jdftn Sam. 
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brave inhabitants, but were forced to pin them by de-. 
grees, as they could, and at laft to leave them in quiet pof - ! 
feflion of fix of the moft confiderable ; viz. Gath, Accaron, 
Alhdod, Afcalon, Gaza, and Majuma, together with the 
territories 'belonging to them; whilft they contented, 
themfelves with thofe which lay norttf of them, up to 

lot of Dan was bounded on the north by Ephraim, 
on the weft by the Fhiliftines and the Mediterranean ; 
on the fouth toy Simeon, aftd on the eaft by Judah and 
Benjamin. Its greateft length, from north to fouth, did 
not exceed forty miles; it was exceeding narrow on the 
north fide, and not above twenty-five broad on the fouth. 
But what it wanted in room was, in a great meafure, 
made up by the fertility of the foil, and the induftry andl 
bravery of its inhabitants, fome of whom, rather than 
be confined within their narrow limits, ventured fo far as 
the city of Lailh, in the utmoft verge north of Palelline, 
after new fettlements. The country abounded with corn, 
wine^ oil, fruits, and all other neceflaries. Here was 
the famed valley called Nahal Efcol, or of the grapes ; 
whence the fpies fent by Mofes brought fuch noble fpe- 
cimens of its fertility to the Ifraelitifh camp. Dan had, 
befides, a good number of cities within its fmall extent, 
the chief of which were Joppa, Jamnia, Cafphin, Thim- 
nah,Beth-Shemefh, Ajalon, Lachilh, Modin, Eltek, Lehi, 
Gibbethon, and Zora or Sora b . Of thefe we fhall de* 
fcribe here only the two former, which were maritime, 
and refer the others to the note (B), 

/ Joppai 

s See Reland, Jofeph. Cellar. &al. 


(B) Cafphin was a fmall, 
but well-fortified town, feated 
on a fmall lake about fix miles 
eaftward of Jamnia, famed in 
the time or the Maccabitilh 
wars. About five or fix miles 
fouth of it, and well from Di- 
efpoiis, on the road to Eleu- 
theropolit flood the Levitical 
city of Gath-Rimmon, or 
Geth-Rtmmon, given by the 
tribe of Dan to the family of 
Cobath. Its name fignifies 
the pre/s of pomegranates, and 
it is likely they made lb me 


quantities of wine from that 
noble fruit. Beth-Shemelh, 
another Levitical city, about 
fix or feven miles fouth of 
Gath-Rimmon, near the fea- 
coaft. There were feveral 
other cities of the lame name; 
and no wonder, that word fig- 
nifying the honfi, or temple of 
thefan. Every place that had 
fuch a temple, afleded to call 
it by that name, as the Greeks 
did. by that of Heliopolis, 
which implies the lame thing. 
Ajalon Rood near the borders 
of 
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■ Joppa, Japha, now Jaffa, ence a confiderable Tea-port 
on the Mediterranean, and the only port which the Jews 
had on that Tea, was Tented on a high hill, which com¬ 
manded a full profpe& of the fea on one fide, and 6f a 
fertile country on the other. It had the town of Jamnia 
on the fouth, Cwfaiea Palxftina on the north, and Rama, 
or Ramula on the eaft j and it is often mentioned both in 
the Old and New Teftament. This city was Co entirely 
ruined, during the holy war, that it had fcarcely any 
buildings left handing but the old cattle, which is fituate 
on an eminence above it, and another near the fea-fide. 
At prefent, the town is rebuilt towards the fea with good 
Rone houfes, and drives a confiderable trade, particularly 
in the Rama and Jerufalem foap. There are likewife 
■great quantities of rice, corn, and other commodities, 
brought hither from Egypt, and exported hence into other 
countries. On the weft fide of the haven is a copious 
hiring which fupplies the town, and refrefties all the paf- 
lengcrs that travel this way. 

of Judah, and was .given to -could be feen atfuch adiftance 
ahefacerdotal family ofCohath. off at fea, at to ferve for a land- 
There were four cities of that mark, and were {HU Handing in 
name; one in the tribe of Ben- 'St. Jerom’s time, not tar from 
jamin, about three miles eaft the city of Diofpolis; but the 
from Seth-el; n fecund in that town was dwindled into a vil- 
of Ephraim, two miles from lage. Lehi, the place where 
Sechem, on -the road to Jeru- 'Samfon llew a thoufand Philif- 
falem; a third in the tribe of tines with the jaw-bone of an 
Zebulun, whofe fituation is afi, was near Eltek, ur El taka, 
tmeoctain-; and the fourth in a facerdotal city, given to the 
this of Dan, between Timnah fons of Cohath. Gibbethon, 
and Beth-Shjmelh, lately men- -or Gahbathon, probably the 
tioned. ■Lachiih, in the fron- lame with Gabbatha, a Levi- 

tiers of Judah, to which Sen- tical city on tbe frontiers a£ 

nacherib laid liege when he Judah, twelve miles from Eleu- 
lent that haughty meflage to theropolis, where theylhewed 
Hezefciah, was Hill a fmall .the tomb of the prophet Ha- 
town, about feven miles fouth bakkuk. Daftly, the tamed 
frdih Eleutheropolia, in Eufe- city of Zorah, or Sorah, 

hius and St. Terom’s time, the birth-place of Samfon, 

Modin, famed for being the which Hood in a Ipacious plain 
birth mid burying-place of the near the frontiers of Dan and 
Maccabean princes, was feated Judah, ten miles from Euthe- 
on a hill ac a fmall diftance ropofis, on the mad to Nico- 
from the fea. Their toipbs, palls. 

Which were vety magnificent, 

H 4 Jamni*, 
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Jamais. Jamnia, Jamni, Jamnes, Jemne or Jemmais, fttuato,, 
on the fame coaft, between Joppa and Azotus, in a plea- ? 
fant champain country, is not mentioned by any of tbofe 
names in the Hebrew text; but we meet with that of 
Tabne among thofc which king Uzziah took from the 
Philiftines, which is, without doubt,' the very fame. 
Jofephus tells us, it was given from the tribe of Judah to 
that of Dan. The fecond book of Maccabees, places it 
about two hundred and forty furlongs weft of Jcrufalem. 
It was made an epifcopal fee, under that of Csefarea, in 
the early times of Chriftianity; but, at prefent, has no¬ 
thing worthy our farther notice ; we fhall, therefore pafs 
into the next and laft canton of Paleftine; namely: 

The Tribe of Simeon. 

rribe if This tribe was confined to a very fmall lot on the moil 
Simeon. fouthern corner of Judaea, bounded by Dan on the north, 
the little river Sichor on the fouth, which parted it from 
Idumxa, by Judah on the eaft, and by a fmall neck of 
land towards the Mediterranean on the weft. The greatety 
part of it was fo mountainous, fandy, and barren, efpe- 
cially that which lay on the fouth fide of the river Bezor 
which ran acrofsit, and on the north of which they had 
but a very narrow flip of fertile land. They were fo ha- 
rafled by the Philiftines on one fide, and the Idumaeans 
on the other, that, fining neither room nor fuftenance 
Difrerftd fufficient, nor any quietnefs in their inheritance, they 
tut of their were obligedtofeek their fortune among other tribes, from 
1,1 • the very beginning hiring themfelves out to aflift their 

brethren in the conqueft of their lots, for the fake of 
having fome fhare of the conqueft. Others difperfed 
themfelves among every tribe, where, it Items, they 
ferved as feribes, notaries, and fchoolmafters 5 fo truly 
was their father Jacob’s curfe verified on them, as well as 
on the the tribe of Levi (C), on account of their bloody 
maffacre of the Shechemites : “ Curfed be their anger, 
for it was fierce ; and their revenge, for it was inhuman : 

I will difjierfe them in Jacob, and fcatter them in Ifrael 

1 Gen. *lix. j, Sc frq. 

(C) A« the Sim conites were ing debarred from having any 
forced to difperfe themfelves lot or inheritance among the 
junong the other tribea, for reft, and obliged to live on the 
Want of room and fuftenance, tythes and offerings of the 
fo were rije Levitts, they be- other tribes, 

Tbeif 
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Their towns were few, and none of them very confider- Fmtrunu. 
sjsle, but rather anfwerable to the thinnefs and poverty of 
the inhabitants. The chief of them were Ziklag or. Sice- 
leg, Hain or Aen, Hormah, Debir, anciently Kirjath- 
fepher, Gerar, alias Gezarah, Beeriheba, Anthedon, and 
Rhinocolura k . lahe two lait, which lay near the fea- 
coaft, were, indeed, the moft confiderable ; but, it is a 
queftion, whether the Simeonites ever got pofleillon of 
either, if they were then in being. However that be, 
the reader may fee the former feven deferibed, with the 
reft, in the following note(D). As for thofe of Anthe- 

k Vide Reland, ubi fupra, p. 151. 

(D) Ziklag, by the Septua- Abimelech, famed for their 
gint aud Vulgate called Sice- juftice and generous hsfpitality 
leg, given by Achifli to king to Abraham and Ifaac; at 
David, during his abode a- which time it was the boundary 
tnong the Philiftines. > It is, of the Canaanites, lituate on 
by Eul'ebiua, placed in the the river Bezor, about feven 
moft foutbern frontier of the* miles fouth-weft of Debir, and 
land of Canaan. Hain, Ain, fix eaft of Beeriheba. Thii 
Aen, was given by Judah to laft, called alfo Berfabe, and 
Simeon, who aftifted him in Barfheba, had its name frum 
the conqueft of his lot. There the well on which Abraham 
were many towns of that name, and Ifaac ratified their alliance, 
it fignifying a fountain ; nn by an oath, with Abimelech 
which account they were dif- above named. The city was 
tinguilhed by the addition of fituate on the fouthernmoft 
fume other, as Ain-Shemefh, verge of all Judea, as Dan 
Ain-Gannin, &c. Eufebius was on the moft northern; 
calls this we are fpeaking of, from which came the proverb, 

Beth-Ain, and Beth-Anin, •< From Dan to Beeriheba.” 
and places it about four miles At prefent it is a poor village, 
from Hebron. Hormah, a adjoining to a large, fandy, and 
royal city, fo called by Joftma, barren, defert, altogether un- 
who devoted it to deflruftion. inhabited, except towards the 
Debir, Dabir, anciently Kir- fea-coaft, on which Hand the 
jath-Sepher, or the City of two famed cities of Anthedon 
Books, and thence fuppofed and Rhinocolura above men- 
an univerfity, was inhabited tioned. Beeriheba was givea 
by a gigantic race called Ana- by Jolhua to the Simeonites, 
kim, from Anak their pro- and flood about twenty mile* 
genitor. It flood at fume (mall fouth of Hebron, and feven 
diftance from Hebron, and weft of Gemr, both of them 
fell to the lot of Judah, who about three days joupey from 
took it, and put ns monarch Jerusalem. Our modern map* 
to death. Gerar, or Gcza- now place them about rhirty- 
rah, the royal refidencc of the three miles foufh-weft of that 
kings of that name, fumamed metropolis ( 1 ). 

Judg. Nuns. Joftk Jcrom, k Eufeh. loo. Hebr. fob voc. 

lip* 
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don and Rhinocolura, they will come in order after die 
fix Philiftine cities, which lay on the fame coall} fo that? 
we have now finiflied our courfe through all the 
twelve tribes, and have nothing left to fpeak of but die 
five Philiftines fatrapies, and the two towns above men¬ 
tioned, before we come to the geography of thofe na¬ 
tions that inhabited round the Ifraelirifli provinces. 


The five 
Phibflim 
furafut. 


Gath. 


fSrM, 


Tht five Philiftine fatrapies deferiied. 

Thefe were fituated along the Mediterranean coaft, be¬ 
tween that and the tribes of Simeon, Dan, and part of 
Benjamin, extending from the fea-port of Jamnia to the 
mouth of the river Bezor. How far their territories ex¬ 
tended inland it is not eafy to guefs; but upon the 
whole, they were confined within very narrow limits-, 
for, though they have been able to raife very confider- 
able armies againft the Ifraelites, the far greater part of 
them feem to have confifted of auxiliaries from Edom 
or Idumaea. Their names, •* they lay from north to 
foutb, were thefe : 

i. Gath; 2. Accaron, or Ecron* 3. Afiidod, or 
Azotus; 4. Afcalon-; and, 5. Gaza, with its fea-port, 
called Portus Gazx, and Majuma-: of all thefe we can 
only fay, in general, that they appear to have been 
ftrong, rich, and populous. 

1. Gath, or Geth, the birth-place of the famed Goliath, 
was firft conquered by David, fortified by his grandfos 
Reboboam, and retaken by Uzziah and Hezekiah. It 
ftood about five or fix miles fouth of Jamnia, about four¬ 
teen fouth of Joppa, and thirty-two weft of Jerufalem, 
under the 35th degree of eaft longitude, and 31 deg. 
c6 min. of north latitude. , It recovered its liberty and 
•ruftre in the time of the prophets Amos and Micah, but 
was afterwards demolifhed by Hazael king of Syria ; after 
that period it remained of little eonfidcration, till the 
time of the holy war, when Fulk, king of Jerufalem, 
built a caftle on its ruins r . 

a. Ekron, or Accaron, fituate about ten miles fouth of 
Gnth, fell, at firft, to the lot of Judah ; was given to the 
tribe of Dan, and appears to have been a very ftrong con¬ 
fidence city. According to our lateft maps, it ftood in 
31 deg. 15 min. north latitude, and 34 deg. 57 min. eaft 
longitude, about thirty-four miles weft from Jerufalem. 


'Set the Bofy War, and MaundreU. 
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j. Azoth, Afhdod, or Azotus, fituated about fourteen Azatk. 
«r fifteen miles fouth of Ekron, between that and Afca- 
lon, was a celebrated fea-port on the Mediterranean. It 
fell at (irft to the lot of Judah, but continued a confider- 
able time in the hands of its ancient owners : it was in 
this city that the Mol Dagon fell in pieces before the ark. 

So ftrong a place it was, if we may believe Herodotus, 
that it fuftained a liege of twenty-nine years, the longed 
that ever was heard of, under Pfammetichus, the power¬ 
ful king of Egypt. 

4. Afcalon, another maritime town, and fatrapy, about Afcalan. 
eight or nine miles fouth of Afhdod, lying between it and 
Gaza, was efteemed the ftrongeft of all on the Fhiliftine 
coaft ■, neverthelefs, the tribe of Judah, to whofe lot 
it fell, made themfelves mafters of it foon after the death 
of Jolhua. Jofephus places it about three hundred and 
twenty furlongs well of Jerufalem. It is ftill in being, 
though dwindled into a village. Origen mentions, in his 
time, fome famed wells near it, faid to have been dug by 
Abraham *; fome profane authors fpeak of a fmall lake 
full of fifties, confecrated to the goddefs Derceto * j on Laif ^ 
which account the Afcalonians forbore to eat them, as Darttta. 
they alfo abltained from pigeons, becaufe fuppofed to be 
under her protection. This city was made an episcopal' 
fee from the earlieft ages of Chriilianity, and, during the 
holy war, had been adorned with many (lately edifices} 
all which have been fince ruined by tne Saracens and 
Turks. It was the native place of Herod the Great, who 
was thence furnamed Afcakmites. It Hands in 31* 1 6' 
north latitude, and 34" io / eaft longitude. 

The lad fatrapy was Gaza, about fifteen miles fouth Gaz*. 
of Afcajon, four or five north of the river Bezor, and at 
a fmall diltance from the Mediterranean. It was fituate' 
on an eminence, furrounded with the mod-beautiful and 
fertile valleys, watered by the above mentioned river, 
and a number of other fprings, and, at a farther didance, 
encompaffed, on the inland fide, with hills highly cul¬ 
tivated. The city itfelf was drong, both from its fitua- 
tion, and in confequence of the drong walls Mid (lately 
towers that fummnded it, built after the Pbiliftine man¬ 
ner. It was, however, taken by Caleb, then chief of the 
tribe of Judah; but foon after regained by the ancient 
inhabitants, and held by them tiH Samfon carried off the 
gates of it in the night. It often drifted mafters, and 


* Eufeb. Onomaft. . * Died, Sicul, lib, l Lucian, dr Dm Syr. 
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patTed from the Jews to the Clialdaeans, Perfians, and, 
Egyptians, till it was facked by Alexander the Great, It 
was a fecond time deltroyed by the Maccabees, and we 
hear no more of it till St. Luke fpeaks of it as a ruined 
place (H). Some geographers make it a fea-port, mif- 
taking it for New Gaza, or Majuma® others place it 
feme miles from the fea. Arrian fays it ftood only 
twenty furlongs, or two miles and a half, from the 
fea, and not twenty miles, as Calmet hath written by 
miftake. 

It Hands between two and three miles from the fea, 
and exhibits many noble monumencs of antiquity; fuch 
as rows of ftately marble columns, with all their orna¬ 
ments ; and a great number of fepulchres, each tomb con- 
lifting of one entire ftone, finely wrought. Near the 
city (lands a round caftle, flanked with four fquare towers, 
in good repair. Over-againft it is the fcraglio, where the 
balha’s wives and their attendants are kept; and a little 
above it are the remains of an old Roman caftle, the ma¬ 
terials of which are ftill fo firm, that the hammer can 
make no impreffion on them. The Greeks have here 
a handfome church, the roof of which is large and bold, 
fupported by two rows of ftately marble pillars of the 
Corinthian order. That of the Armenians is little in¬ 
ferior to it, where they Ihew the fpot where ftood the 
ancient temple which Samfon pulled down, and which 
is now reduced to a heap of rubbilh. The caftle is the 
refidence of the fangiac, or governor, who hath about 
three hundred towns or villages under his jurifdi&ion R, 
The territory about it is ftill pleafant and delightful; but 
beyond it, quite to the river of Egypt, the ground is more 
barren, inhabited by wild Arabs, who are under no regu¬ 
lar government 

Majuma, Majuma, or New Gaza, was the ancient fea-port to the 
Goal?' former, and a place of fome note on that account; but 

much more fo in the reign of Conftantine the Great, who 
gave it the name of Conftantia, from his fon Conftantius, 
and endowed it with many Angular privileges, of which it 
was afterwards ftripped by Julian the apoftate. Majuma 
Rood near the mouth of the river Bezor, about ten miles 
fouth of Afcalon, and as many north-well of Anthedon, 

f Tbevenot. S Pococke. 

fH) We are indeed told by with the Maccabees; and if 
Tqfcphus, that it was rebuilt fo, it piuft have been deftroyed 
■ by Gabinius, duripg his wars again. 

i in 
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gj 31 0 41' north latitude, and 34° 50' eaft longitude. It 
4i’as dill fome curious antiquities remaining, but it is not 
eafy to fay whether they belonged originally to New or 
Old Gaza 

South of Majuma flood the two maritime cities lately 
mentioned of Arithedon and Rhinocolura. The former 
was a fmall fea-port on the Mediterranean, but deftroyed 
by Alexander Junneus, one of the Maccabitifh monarchs, 
and fince rebuilt by Herod, and called by him Agrippius, 
in honour of his ftedfaft friend Agrippa, the favourite of 
Auguftus'. It flood between Gaza on the north, and 
Rhinocolura on the foutb, about fifteen miles from the 
former, and twenty from the latter ■. 

Rhinocolura, or, as others, though improperly, write Rhimcnlu- 
it, Rhinocorura, was the laft city of this coaft, feated on rg. 
the northern fide of the river of Egypt, which parted that 
kingdom from the tribe of Simeon (K). It was likewife 
indifferently placed, by ancient writers, in Paleftine, 

Syria, and even in Egypt, having, at different times, be¬ 
longed to all thefe countries' j but what name it was 
called by whilft under the Jews, or, indeed, till the fabu¬ 
lous Greeks gave it the above mentioned appellation, is no 
where to be found. It very early became a bifhoprick 
under the metropolitan of Pelufium in Egypt, and, fince, 
a ftrong fortrefs during the holy war, though it changed 
its name into that of Pharamica, and was of fingular ufe 
to prevent the Turkifh auxiliaries from coming out of 
Egypt into Paleftine. It is now an inconfiderable place, 
and the territory about it a mere wildernefs (L). 

It 

s See U La Martiniere, Cub Gaza. ' Jofeph. Antit). lib. xiii. 
cap. u. * Reland, lib.ii. p. 439. 460. Cellar, lib.hi. cap. ij. 

* Vide Hieron. in I(ai, xix. & xxvii. 

(K) The Greek word pro- thiB city, which was, from 
perly fignifies Jlit noftrilt ; them, ftigmatized with that 
and the account that is given, name (1). 
both of the city and name, is (L) It will not be amifs to, 
as fellows : a numerous gang mention here two cities more, 
ot banditti, who had for a long placed, by geographers, along 
time infefted the Perfian do- this coaft, and, by fome, be- 
minions, were at length caught, tween Gaza and Rhinocolura; 
and fent, with their nourils but, by others, between this 
Hit, into this defert place by and Egypt, viz. Laris, or La- 
°ne of its monarchs (fuppofed rifta, and Rhaphia. The 
Carabyfes), where they built former, if we may believe 

(1) Strabo, lib. sri. 

Thevenot 



I |<j Yhe fflftory of the fetes 

It bow remains that we fpcak of thofe few nation# 
which were feated round about Paleftine ; moft of them- 
the feed or kindred of Abraham, at perpetual war with 
the Jews; fuch as were the Ifiunaelites, Moabites, Am¬ 
monites, Edomites, Amajekites, &c. whole hiftory we 
have given in fome of the foregoin# chapters. In de- 
feribing their feveral countries, we (hall not rank them 
according to their dignity, with rcfptfl to elderfhip or 
eminence, but take them, as in courfe they lie in our 
way round thofe of the Israelites, beginning with Idumea, 
as the neareft to Judah, Simeon, and the Philiftines. 

Edom, or Idumaa. 

letJof This country lay fouth of Paleftine, and was part of 
Edom, or Arabia Petrsea, having Judtea on the north ; Egypt, and 

Idumea, a branch of the Red Sea, on the weft 5 the reft of Arabia 

Petraea on the fouth ; and the defect of Arabia on the eaft. 
It lay moftly under the 30th degree of north latitude, and 
34th of eaft longitude. As to its extent, it hath fo often 
changed, that there is no Hating it, without having re¬ 
gard to the various periods of time through which it pall¬ 
ed. At firft, Efau, or Edom, from whom it received its 
name, and his defeendents, fettled along the mountains of 
Seir on the eaft, and fouth of the Dead Sea, from whence 
they fpread themfelves by degrees, through the weft part 
pf Arabia Petrsea, from that fea quite to the Mediterra¬ 
nean. In the time of Mofes, Jofhua, and even of the 
Jewiih kings, they were hemmed in by the Dead Sea on 
one fide, and the Elanitic Gulph on the other; but, 
during the Jewiih captivity at Babylon, they advanced far¬ 
ther north into Judxa, and fpread themfelves as far as 
Hebron in the tribe of Judah ; Co that Strabo, and, after 
him, many modern geographers, have rightly enough di¬ 
vided it into Eaftem and Southern Idumaea, with regard 
to its fituation from Paleftine the capital of the former 
of which was called Bozrah, and that of the latter Pe- 


Thevenot and Baudrand, waa a 
city of Idumaa, fo called from 
the mount of that name, and 
the dune with the modem 
mount Codas, fituate about 
twelve league* fouth from Ga¬ 
za, , Off this place Pompey re- 
vrived hi# daub, and his fe- 
pulchre in it; the former by 


the command of the treacher¬ 
ous king of Egypt, and the 
latter from a generous private 
lbldier. Here the emperor 
Adrian afterward* ereAed a 
ftarely monument in memory 
of that brave and unfortunate 
general. 

UK»t 



m 


"o tie Babyhnijk Captivity. 

jfxa, or Jeftael. Jofephus, with regard to its different 
extent at different periods, diftinguifhes it, when at the 
largeft, by the epithet of Great, in oppofition to its more 
narrow boundaries ; and even places Hebron among the Hnu A- 
Jdumxan cities, He feems likewife to make a kind of nnied. 
diftindlion between that which he calls the Lower, and 
Upper Idumea ; but, upon the whole, the country is re¬ 
presented as hot, dry, mountainous, and, in fome parts, Barren 
barren ; the mountains exhibiting dreadful rocks and ca- /“'*■ 
verns, like the fouthem part of Judah, which is called a 
defert, full of fuch rocky receflea and cawems, which be¬ 
came the lurking-places of thieves and banditti. 

In the hiilory of this country we have given an account 
of the various changes it hath undergone, as far as we 
have been able to colled! from thofe authors that have 
written of it; but for many ages paft, little has been faid 
of it by geographers and travellers, except that it lies 
moilly wafte and uncultivated. It is inhabited by wild 
Arabs, with whom Europeans have little or no intercourse. 

The country is now in poffeffion of the Turks, though it Prefnt gi. 
doth not appear, that they keep any garrifonB in it, ex- venment, 
cept on the fea-coaft, for fecuring the road between 
Egypt and Paleftine. Among thofe cafUes mentioned 
by travellers is Larifia, to which we fiiall only add that of 
Salha, near the frontiers of Egypt, the refidence of the 
baihaof this province 4 (B). 

The ancient cities belonging to Idumrea, mentioned in Ancient 
Scripture, were Dinhabah, the feat of Bela, the fon of ciliee. 
Beor, one of the chief dependents of Efau, or Edom, 
and prince of that territory ‘. Bozrah, BezerJ Befora, 
and Boftra, the capital of the Ealtern Idumaea, and royal 
refidence of Joba, the fon of Zerah, duke of Edom \ tnis 
city is commonly mentioned as fituate in a wildemefs, be- 
caufe it flood on the coniines of Arabia Defcrta. It was, 

a Thevenot, Ricaut, Sc aliis. 1 Grnef. xxxvi. ja. 

(B) Other places where the other'provifions. Tor, afinaft 
Turks keep futdiers, are Tina, lca-pokt and caftle neat the 
a town on the fea-(hore ; and ffreights of Suez, ■ where ah 
Cado, a caftle with a garri- aga commands the garrifon. 
fon ; where a capher, or toll. Near this place is a fair fp»- 
h exacted from all merchants cious convent of Greek monks, 
and paflengers. This toft is who give an holpitable reoep- 
fituate in a defect, the garri- tion to all travellers. Theve- 
fon being forced to fend quite not, ft al. 

*» tin former (at water, and 

Bcverthclcte) 
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neverthelcf?, a confiderable place; having been made | 
Levitical city by Jofhua, and a city of refuge ; it is like* 
wife celebrated by ancient writers and medals; and fe- 
veral of its bifhops, aflifted at fome of the ancient coun¬ 
cils. It Hands four days journey diftant from Damafcus, 
bath a very ftrong caftlc, a gate twenty cubits high, and 
one of the largeft bafons, or refervoirs, in all the Levant. 
Pau, or Phau, is mentioned, alfo, as another royal city, 
the refidence of Adar, the laft Edomitifh king mentioned 
by Mofcs. ‘ Anetb, or Anah, the rbyal city of Hadad; 
and fome others not worth naming. Befides thefe, we 
find Caparofa and Gamaris mentioned by Ptolemy as ci¬ 
ties of Idumaea ; but of thefe nothing farther is known. 

The Land of Amaltk. 

’flu land of This nation, whofe origin and hiftory webave given in 
Amaltk. a former chapter, was feated in that part of Arabia Pe- 
traea which lay call of the Edomites; having Midian or 
Madian on the north, with part of that of the Ifhmael- 
ites i Arabia Petraea on the fouth; the Deferta on the 
eaft ; and reaching aim oft as far north a9 the Dead, and 
fouthward as the Red Sea. But it is not to be fuppofed, 
that the inhabitants had any conftant dwelling, being 
moftly of the wandering kind, and living in booths and 
tents, like the Arabs, or even in caverns, cither in the 
NtdiltJ. rocks, or under-ground; infomuch-that we do not find 
one Angle city they had, except that which Saul is faid 
to have befieged, and which the text doth not fo much 
as name. As they were divided into tribes, or hords, it 
is likelyjjthat thefe places were no more than hamlets, of 
more or lefs extent; and that the country being wide 
Wmdtriaz enough, they ihifted their abode from one canton to an- 
*/'• other, as their convenience or fancy led them. It were 
therefore in vain to attempt thefetting any limits to them, 
who, befides the vaft traft of ground they had to range 
in, might, moreover, live intermixed, on their out-fkirts, 
with their neighbours on each fide; accordingly, we find 
them, in the times of the judges, joined with the Midian- 
ites and Moabites againft Ifrael r ; who were delivered from 
the former by Ehud, and from the. latter by Gideon'. 
Mr. Reland feems to place them between the deferts of 
Cadelh and Engadi, though fome what nearer to the Me- 
Ntprtftr diterraoean. But the truth is, their fituation and neigh - 
’ • hours' are fo differently affigned in different places of 

r Judg, iii, »j, ti, j. » Ibid, n, It feq.vS, paffia. 

. Scripture 



to the Baiyhnijh Captivity. 113 

Scripture, that they cannot be ascertained. Jofephus af¬ 
firms they extended from Pelufium to the Red Sea •; and, 
in another place, fixes them between Gebolitis ~ and Pe¬ 
tra 1 (C). 

The Land if Midion, or Midiamtit. 

The Midianites, the defcendents of Abraham by Ketu- The landtj 
rah, were Seated on the north of the Amalekites ; haring Midian, 
the Dead Sea on the weft, the Hhmaelites on the eaft, 
and the Moabites and Reubenites on the north; the river 
Amon parting them from this laft tribe”. Their country 
was hot, fandy, and, in many parts, quite defert ; yet 
abounded with cattle, particularly with camels*; a very 
ufcful bead of burden for their caravans, with which they 
ufed to trade into Egypt, fo early as the time of the pa¬ 
triarch Jacob. Their country, we find, likewife, divided Divided 
into a kind of pentarchy in the time of the Exodus; fo into five 
that the Ifraelites, in the war which they waged with kingdoms. 
them, are faid to have flain the five kings of it; namely, 
ofEvi, Rekem, Zur, Hur, andReba; whofe capitals are 
fuppofed to have been fituate near the Dead Sea. But 
they had, befides, a famed metropolis of their progeni¬ 
tor’s name, often mentioned in the prophetic books, and 
other authors ; particularly in Jofephus, who places one 
of that appellation near the Red Sea ; not far from the 
fpot where Ptolemy places that of Madiana (D). To thefe citin. 
cities already named we may add thofe of Dibon-Gad, 
which, Eufebius fays, was a large town on the river Ar- 
non ; and Almon-Diblathaim, which could not be far 


’ Antiq. lib. vi. cap, I. * Ibid. lib. iii.cap. a. “ Re- 
End, lib. i. p. 98, k feq. * Jerom. Comm, in Ifa. lx. & in 

Ezek, xxv. Eufeb. Onomaft. in Madian. 


(C) Petra was the capital of 
Arabia Petra-a, about one 
hundred and thirty-five miles 
ealt of Gaza, and four days 
journey to the fouthward of Je¬ 
richo ; fifty miles eaftward of 
Kadclh, near the confines of 
the Moabittfs and Midianites. 

(D) This laft feems, how- 
over, to be very different from 
the former, which we call the 
capital of the Midianites, 
though, probably, built and 
named by them, and thecapi- 

1 Vol. IL 


tal af a different canton of the 
land of Midian; viz. that to 
which Mofes retired from the 
refentment of the king of E- 
gypt, and which was different 
enough from the other. The 
former lay eaft of the Dead, 
and this near the north-eaft 
coaft of the Red Sea ; the ca¬ 
pital of the one was fituate on 
the river Amon, the fartheft 
boundary north; and that of 
the latter on the eaft of the 
Red Sea. 
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from it, beeaufe it was the next encampment of the Ifira- 
elites from Dibon-Gad ; die city of Beeroth, fo called;* 
probably, from its many wells, and fome others, which 
are commonly placed by geographers within the Midiaa- 
itifh territories. No doubt but they had a great many 
fuch, as well as caftles, even in thofeeearlier times, as 
we may guefs by the havock which the Ifraelites made of 
them in the war above mentioned 1 . As to the city of 
Midian, it is more than probable, that they rebuilt it in 
time, fince Eufebius and St. Jerom, who place it on the 
river Arnon, ealtward of the Dead Sea, and fouth of Ar, 
or Areopolis, tell us, there were ftill tome remains to be 
feen of it in their time. 

Maabilh, The Land of Moab or Moalitii, 

°Mnk * Called *" rom . Moab ’ one of tbe inceftuous fons of 

Lot, was fituate, Iikewife, in Arabia Petraea, on the north 
of Midian ; having the river Arnon on the weft, which 
divided it all the way from tribe of Reuben (E) j the Ifh- 
maelites on the eaft and the land of Gilead on the north. 
Their country was at firft inhabited by the gigantic Emims, 
whom they expelled in time, and made themfelves mas¬ 
ters of it, and of all the cities, which were in great num¬ 
ber, and fome of them very confiderable. Jofephus hath 
given us an account of fome of the moft noted and opu¬ 
lent; among which he hath mentioned feveral, which, 
being on the other fide the river Arnon, could not pro¬ 
perly be faid to be in Moabitis, but rather in the land of 
the Amorites, or Reubenitcs ; particularly Heihbon ; but 

Ciliti. might have been probably, inhabited by the Moabites. 

The reft were, Medaba, Lemba, Oronas, Thelitho, Zara, 
with Aulon, Pella, and lome others; all which were af¬ 
terwards pofl'efled by the Jews, in the reign of Alexander 
Janneus. 1 he truth is* thefe limits were then in a. con- 
itant fluctuation; and accordingly we read of the plains 
of Moab, which are alfo called by Mofes the land of 
Moab, but which had been taken by Sihon, quite as far 
as the river above mentioned. The very Mount Ncbo is 
by Mofes placed in the land of Moab, though feated on the 
other fide the Arnon, and, confequently, in the kingdom 

1 Numb. xxxi. ,o. Stfeq. 

(E) Jofephus, who rightly through this whole region, in- 
deiciibci the courfe of that to the lake Afphalcitea, or Dead 
river from the mountains of Sea, fays, it divided the A- 
Arabia, where it bath itt fource monte* from the Moabites. 

of 
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df Sihon. From all which conGderaticms it is plain, that 
Aefe petty monarchs often infringed on each other’s ter¬ 
ritories. However, that river Teems to have been the 
molt common, as well as moll' proper, northern boundary 
between thofe two kingdoms, as this of Moab feems to 
have been the foufhern boundary between Arabia Petrsea 
and Deferta. Befides the cities we have already mention¬ 
ed out of Jofephus, we find the following mentioned in 
Jeremiah, as belonging to the kingdom of Moab; viz. 

Nebo, Kirjathaim, Mifgab, whence they expelled the 
Emims } Helhbon, Madman, Horonaim, Luhith, Dibon, 

Chemofti, Aroer, Helon, Jahzah, Mephaath, Belh-Dib- 
lathaim, Beth-Gamul, Beth-Meon, Kerioth, Bozrah, Kir- 
herefh, Jaazer, Shibmah, Eicale, Zoar, and Me-Nimrim. 

The Land of the Ammonites. 

Thefe, being likewife the dependents of Lot, by his Landofthe 
youngeft daughter*, were feated in Arabia Deferta, north- dmmoniiei. 
eafl of the Moabites; having ftill the fame river Arnon 
on the weft, which divided them from the land of Gi¬ 
lead, and the tribe of Gad. They had on the louth the 
Iftimaelites, on the eaft the deferts of Arabia, and on the 
north the hills of Gilead and Bafliart 1 ’. This land had 
been formerly inhabited by a gigantic nation, ftyled, by 
Mofes, Zamzummim, who fell a prey to the Ammonites, 
together with their country, and populous cities ; parti¬ 
cularly the famous Rabbah of the fons of Ammon, Rab- 
batammana, or, fimply, Ammana, and Gnce Philadel¬ 
phia ; in which was feen the monftrous iron bed of Og, 
the king of Balhan. According to the facred hiftorians, 
their territories feem anciently to have been confined by 
the rivers Arnon and Jabbok; but their frequent con- 
quefts on their neighbours, oCcafioned their boundaries to 
be in a conftant fluctuation °. 

The Land of the Ifhmaelites. 

Thefe were the dependents of Ifhmael, the fon of Land of the 
• Abraham by Hagar, his Egyptian bond-maid •, feated in tjhuaeiim. 
Arabia Deferta, eaftwaid of the Midianites and Moabites} 
bounded on the north by the Ammonites; but how far 
they extended fouthward and eaftward, efpecially injthofe 
early times, is not eafy to guefs. Mofe* only tells us, 
that in his time they fpread themfelves “ from Havilah 
unto Shur, that is before Egypt, as thou goeft into Af- 

fc Reland, lib. i. p. 113. « Ibid. p. 104- 

I 3 fyria." 
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fyria From which defcription we may guefs how far 
they extended j Cnee Havilah, according to the genera¬ 
lity of writers, was fituate near the confluence of the Ti¬ 
gris and Euphrates, and Shur on the ifthmus which di¬ 
vides Arabia from Egypt, now called the Ifthmus of Suez \ 
From thence, we doubt not but they Spread themfelves 
on thofe two fides fo far, as to have poffefled the greateft 
part of Arabia j whence Jofephus makes no fcruple to ftyle 
their progenitor the founder of the Arabian nation 6 . For 
this reafon we fhall fay no more of them here, but refer 
all the reft till we come to fpeak of that large country. 
And we have only faid thus much of their ancient Cte, as 
we find them to have joined with the Moabites, Amalek- 
ites, &c. in their wars againft the Israelites c . 

Wc have now traverfed the territories of the leveral an¬ 
cient nations with whom the Jfraelites were engaged in 
war, and who were defeended from Abraham and Lot: as 
fur the olheK^kingdoms, fuch as Syria, Egypt, Phoenice, 
&c. their gAraphy hath been already given at the be¬ 
ginning of th||r hiltory, to which we have nothiflg farther 
tD add. Ther* are fome others mentioned in Scripture ; 
fuch as Sobah, Zobah, or Aram-Zobah, of Cufhan-Rifha- 
thaim, ftyled king of Aram, or Mefopotamia, he. of 
whofe fituation we have fo little certainty, that we fhall 
willingly omit faying any thing farther, than that the 
former was, moft probably, one of the cities that gave 
name to one of the cantons of Syria ; but as it either 
changed its name afterwards, or was deftroyed, it is not 
eafy to guefs where it was fituate ; though, from its be¬ 
ing different from the Aram of Darnafcus, Hamath, and 
Rehob, we conjefture it to have been fituated on the 
northern borders of Coelefyria. Our modern maps place 
it eaftward of the half-tribe of Manaffeh, beyoml Jordan, 
between the hills of Bafhan on the fuuth, and the Aram of 
Darnafcus on the north. 

SEC T. II. 

The Religion, Government, Laws, Cvftms, Learning, • 
Art, and Commerce of the Jews. 

7 heJru><Jb T infbitution of the Jewtfli religion, and common- 
gaviriwunt , **=*1*1), > s by Mofes, attributed wholly to God ; for 
waja tkfo- which reafon, Jofephus make* no fcruple to diftinguilh 

cra ‘J' * Gen. xxv. iS. » Bocharr, Sc al. " Antiq. lib. i, 

ca P■’ *! c Judg. vii. & vfti. paffira. Pfal, btxxiii. 6 . 

\ Cfiron. v. 10.13,10. 


the 
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fhe latter from all other governments in the world, by the 
name of Theocracy “, or a government under the imme- 
■diate command and direftion of God : and indeed, though 
-this theocracy has often varied under Mofes, Jofliua, the 
Judges, Kings, a#d High-priefts; and the divine autho¬ 
rity differently interpofed during thefe revolutions, yet 
God wai Hill iooked upon as the Supreme Monarch of 
the Ifraelites. He was coniidered as the foie Director of 
every momcntuous tranfadfion ; and the Di&ator of the 
laws which Mofes promulgated- Jofliua, though not ho¬ 
noured fofar as to receive the divine commands from the 
mouth of God, yet confulted him by the Urim upon all 
emergencies. The Judges were valiant and wife men, whom 
God made choice'of to govern the people, and to deliver 
them, from time to time, from the thraldom, which their 
frequent rebellions brought upon them. Accordingly, 
when Gideon had delivered them from the Midianites, 
and the people offered the government to him, and his 
pofterity, he modeftly replied, that neither he nor his 
fons b , but the Lord God, Ihould rule over them. When, 
in procefs of time, tfieir.delire for a king was grown to 
fuch a height, that all Samuel’s expoftulations could not 
■divert them from it, though he told them, that, by fo do¬ 
ing, they rejedfed the Lord from ruling over them ; God 
was pleafed to nominate Saul, and after him, David, to 
the regal dignity, and to make it hereditary in the pof¬ 
terity of the latter. 

The Jewilh laws contained in (he five books of Mofes, 
which they call by way of excellency, Ha-ihorah, the Lnw, 
are blended in uteb a manner, with thofe conveyed by 
oral tradition (A), that the whole forms a kind of chaos 
or confufion. Thofe-who are willing to be further fatif- 
fied with refpeft to this fubjedb, may fee the abridg¬ 
ment which Munfter has given of them, and of the 

Jewilh 

* Cont. Apion. lib. ii. k Judg. viii. n, *J. 

(A) To the written law the quarter of that time was more 
Jews add the oral, which, they than fufficient. They affirm 
pretend, was alfo given by God therefore, that he employed 
to Mofes, during his abode on the greateft part of that time 
Mount Sinai. For they think in learning the oral law by 
it abfurd to fuppofe, that he heart, which he afterwards 
ipent all that long interval of carefully delivered by word of 
twice forty days in tranferibing mouth to Aattm, Elenzar, and 
the written law, for which one to his fervant Joihua, w ho 

I 3 com- 
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Jewifh comments, with his verfion of each, as he hai 
collefted them, from their Talmud, and other rabbinic 
works. We fhall only obferve, that they acknowledge no 
other divifion of thefe laws, but into negative and aSrmi. 
five, in imitation of the Decalogue, which not only be¬ 
gins with three negative laws, but contains, in all, eight 
of that kind, and but two affirmative. Accordingly, they 
reckon up the negative laws to the number of three hun¬ 
dred and fixty-five, and the affirmative to two hundred 
and forty-eight; in all fix hundred and thiiteen : and as 
they have a wonderful fkill in extrafting fome iignificant 
myftery out of every texc and fubjeft, they have not failed 
to apply the firft number to the days of the year, and the 
fecond to the number of parts in a human body; and to 
affirm, that God defigned by this application, that not a 
day of our life ought to pafs without meditating upon his 
law, nof any member of our bodies be enjoyed, which is 
not confecrated and employed in his fervice. Thefe, and 
fuch other reveries, they have drawn from their Cabbala, 
or oral tradition. It mult be owned, however, that the 
fe£t called Caraites, always rejedled it, and adhered wholly 
to the plain meaning of the text; but thofe were few in 
comparifon of the reft, and mortally hated by their bre¬ 
thren. Thfe Caraites are all very rich, and as they are 
often at a lofs for wives among themfelves, they would 
gladly purchafe them at any rate, from the Talmudifts ; 
but as well as thefe love money, they never could yet be 
perfuaded to give one of their daughters to any Caraite, 
though ever fo opulent (B). 

We 


communicated it to the feventy 
elders; from whom it palled 
to all the prophets ; the three 
Jaft of whom, Haggsi, Ze- 
chariah, and Malachi, deliver¬ 
ed it to the grand fanhedrim, 
from whom the wife men of 
Jerufalcm and Babylon re¬ 
ceived it. It was aftenvards, 
fay they, committed id writing 
by feveral h^nds in the Tal¬ 
mud, eon fifing of two parts, 
the Milhnah and Gemarrah; 


containing a heap of idle 
dreams, rabies, contradiftions, 
obfcurities, improbabilities, and 
all manner of abfurdity (i). 

(B) Though the Jewilh 
Cabbala, or oral tradition, is 
juftly rejedled by all Chriftiaris, 
aB a mals compofed of the moll 
ridiculous notions; yet there 
is another Cabbala, which has 
been received by fome of the 
ancient fathers, and is to this 
day flrtnuoully defended by 


(>) Vide Packhurfl, Maaorsh, feS. de ParaOiah. 


many 
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We (hall endeavour to range the main body of their 
written laws under fuch diftindl heads and clalTes, as lhall 
give our readers a clear idea of them, abridging fome, 
and omitting others, that are either of fmali confequence, 
or not fuflicientlp underflood. 

Laws againjl Idolatry, and for the pure Worjhip of tbe only 
true God. 

Thou {halt have no other Gods before, or bcfides me c . Lavu 
Ye fliall not prophane, nor take in vain, but hallow 

P it i i j uiuintfjt 

Uod s holy name . 

Ye fhall utterly deftroy all the idols, altars, groves, and 
all other monuments of Canaanitifh idolatry 

Ye fhall not tempt the Lord your God, as ye did in the 
wildernefs f . 

Ye fliall make no image or reprefentation of God, 
from the likenefs of the cdeftial, terreftrial, or aquatic 
bodies *. 


Ye fhall not bow down nor worfhip any kind of idol h . 

Whofoever entieeth another to commit idolatry, (hall 
be floned upon conviftion *. 

The fpoil of a city doomed to anathema fhall not be 
faved upon any account, but be publicly burned. The 
inhabitants of it fhall b,e put to the fword, and the place 
fhall be no more rebuilt, but continue an heap of ruins for 
ever*. 


The fi'lver, gold, and other precious ornaments belong¬ 
ing to idols, fliall not be turned to advantage, but be de- 
Itroyed with the utmoft abhorrence *. 

Whofoever facrificeth his feed to Moloch, whether he 
be an Ifraelite, or a fojourner in the land, fhall be floned 
to death “ (C). 

Pofttivt 


c Exod. xx. 3, a Exod. xx. y. Levit. xvii. 3*. Sc al. 

r Dent. xii. x, & feq. f Dcur, vi. 16. E Exod, xx 4. 

Dcut. iv. pafiim. Sc v. 8. h Exod. xx. Deut. v. 9, Sc al. 

1 Deut. xiii. l.&feq, Deut.xiii. 15. 1 Ibid, s 5, 16. 

** Lexit. xx. x. 


many learned moderns; which 
they call by way of diitindtion, 
Kabbla, or Reception: it con¬ 
tains that my ftical fenfe of the 
Old Teftament, in which, it 
is pretended, the writers of the 
New Teflameuiunderfloodand 
explained it: which.fenfc, they 
affirm, has been conveyed to 


them from Moles by tbe pro. 
diets,-not by human tradition, 
bat by divine infpiracion, as 
being very different from, if 
not diredlly contrary to the ob¬ 
vious and literal meaning. 

(C) There are feveral more 
to the fame purpofe interlpcrf. 
ed, and often repeated in the 

1 4 four 
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Poftiive Laws concerning the IVarJhip of the only true God. 


Law con¬ 
tenting the 
true vuir. 
flip of Cod. 


The Lord, who delivered his law from Mount Sinai, is 
the only God in heaven and earth. 

He alone is to be loved with all the heart, mind, and 
ftrength ; he ouly is to be feared above all things, and his 
name to be fandhfied. 


They Avail engrave his laws in their hearts; diligently 
teach them to their children and grand-children ; wear 
them for a fign upon their heads, as frontlets between 
their eyes; and write them upon the gates, polls, and 
other parts of their houfes. 

They (hall circumcife their hearts as well as their flelh; 
and be no more rebellious to him, hut ferve him fmcerely, 
cleave unto him, and fwear by his name alone. 

The whole law fhall be read by the prielts to all the 
people, men, women, and children, every feventh year, 
at the feaft of Tabernacles ; and the fubftance of it (hall 
be learned by heart by every Ifraelite ; and every king of 
Ifrael (hall be obliged to write a copy of it with his own 
hand, from that which was by Mofes committed to the 
cuftody of theLevites, in order to be conftantly read and 
obferved by him. 

All bleilings fhall be thankfully acknowleged to come 
from God, and punilhments inftifted by him fubmiflively 
received, as fatherly chaftifemcnts, or trials of obedi¬ 
ence. 

The law (hall be engraven upon flones, and fet upon 
an altar; and the blefluigs of obedience, and curfes for 
difobedience, fhall be publicly inferibed upon the Mounts 
Gebal and Gerizzim, for a perpetual remembrance. 

No forgivenefs, or deliverance from any punifhment 
for difobedience, fhall be expedited, without a deep fenfe 
and acknpwlcgement of the fault. 


four kfl books of Mofes, which 
we need not dwell longer upon. 
Of the fame nature are alfb 
thofe which forbid all com, 
merce, intercourfe, contract¬ 
ing of affinity with idolatrous 
nations, and all kind of imita- 
tioo of their ways ; the ufe of 
familiar fpirits, inchantments, 
obferving of times and omens, 
divinations, referring to wiz¬ 


ards and necromancers, under 
pain of death i as alfe the round¬ 
ing of the corners, or temples 
of the head, and marring the 
corners of their beards, cutting 
their flefh, or making any 
marks upon it for the fake of 
the dead ; and laftly, the pro- 
mifeuous ufe of apparel in 
either fex, in imitation of the 
Canaanites, 

Burnt-, 



to the Rabyknijh Captivity. 12 j 

. Burnt-offerings, facrifices, tythes, vows, firfttings of 
the flock, and free-will-offerings fhall be brought and fa- 
crificed at no qther place but that which the Lord (lull 
appoint'. 

Laws Pofitivt OntPNigativc, concerning the Sabbath , Pajftver, 
and other Fejhvais, Holidays, and Fajis. 

The fabbath, or feventh day, fhall be kept holy (D). law cm. 
No fervile work (hall be done in it, by mailer, fervant, ‘/Tl"*. 
Have, ftranger, or cattle. There fhall no fire be kindled 
on that day, nor any thing bought or fold. No perfoii 
fhall be put to death for any crime whatfoever. No 
travelling fhall be allowed on the fabbath (EJ. 

The 

f Bib, Sacr. Exod, Deuttion. 


(D) The Jewifli doctors have 
flretched this abftinence from 
work to the moft fuperftitious 
degree. They extend it not 
only to every bufinefa that 
tends to the getting of food 
and raiment, fuch as plowing, 
fowing, reaping, threfhing, &c. 
which amount to thirty-nine 
negative precepts, but to many 
other things: and hence arife 
other negative precepts, which 
are as appendices to theformer: 
graf9 muff not be walked upon, 
left it be bruiled; a horfe 
mult not be rid, left he be 
galled ; it it not lawful to ride 
m a coach or cart, though a 
heathen drive it. No Tinging, 
dancing, playing upon inftru- 
tnents, or any kind of noife, 
is allowed, though it were to 
quiet a crofs' child. No caufc 
is to be tried, no arcompti 
made or caft up, or marriages 
folemnized; no difcourfe a- 
bout buying and felling, or any 
other worldly matter, much 
left loofe and profane talk, ia 
to be fuffered. The pofitive 
precepts concerning the fab- 
bath runs much in the fame 


flrain. On that day every one 
is obliged, according to hif 
circumftances, to put on clean 
linen, to wear better deaths 
than ordinary, to eat flefli, 
fifh, or fowl, to drink wine, 
and to feed at leaft once in list 
hours. Care alfo is to be taken, 
that a clean table-cloth be laid, 
and the victuals fet upon it, 
the beds made, and the lamps 
lighted, before the commence¬ 
ment of the fabbath, which be¬ 
gins and ends with them on or 
about fun-fet, according to the 
faying in Genelis, “ the even¬ 
ing and the morning were the 
firft day.” 

(E) Though the text ex- 
prefsly fays, that they fhall not 
ftir out ut their place, yet it 
could mean no ocher chan a 
prohibition of going out to ga¬ 
ther manna; for it is plain, 
they were obliged to repair to 
the tabernacle from all parts of 
the camp, and afterwards to 
the temple from all quarters of 
Jerufalem: however, the Jews 
underftand it, of going out 
about worldly bufinefa, or for 
pleafure, and indeed upon any 
account. 
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The fabbath-breaker {hall be (toned. With feveral Others,' 
cither to the fame purpofe, or of lefs moment. 

Lawi relating to the Three grand FeJUvals , the Pafiver, the 
Feaji of Weeks, and the Feaji of %ahtrnailes. 

The three Three times a year fhall all the male children appear 
grand/of- before the Lord their God, at the place by him appointed, 
tivah. namely, at the Fealt of Unleavened Bread, or PafTbver ; 

at the Feaft of the Weeks, or Pentecoft ; and at 
the Feaft of Tabernacles. 1 hey {hall not come empty- 
handed before him ; but every man (hall offer unto the 
Lord according to the ability wherewith he hath blefl'ed 
him (FJ. 

Of the Pajfover. 

Fofife, ‘r This grand fcltival was inftituted in memory of their 
enjrvtr. deliverance out of their Egyptian bondage. The laws re¬ 
lating to it, are to the following purpofe. 

It {halt be of perpetual obligation both to the Ifraelites, 
and to all circumcifed profelytes. 

No circumcifed perron, whether of the feed of Abra¬ 
ham, or admitted into the commonwealth by circumcifion, 
unlefs hindered by ficknefs, journeying, or fome legal im¬ 
purity, fhall omit the annual celebration of it, under the 
penalty of being cutoff from his people. 


account, beyond what they call 
a fabbath day’s journey ; this 
diftance is determined at two 
thoufand cubits. And though 
they differ among themfelves 
about the length of that mea- 
fure, fome making it much 
longer than others, yet they 
agree, that the fa fed way is, 
not to exceed two thoufand 
moderate paces; and this feems 
to be pretty near the diifance 
between Jenifslem and the 
Mount of Olives, which St. 
Luke calls a fabbath-day’s 
journey : however, he that ex¬ 
ceeded that diftance, was not 
judged a violator of the fab- 
bath, but came off with a beat¬ 
ing j whereas the breaker of it 
iris to be Honed to death. 


(F) The Talmud however 
exempts from this obligation, 
ift, The women who were to 
take care of their families, un- 
lefs their hulbands permitted 
them to go with them, as in 
the cafe of Hannah, and the 
Virgin Mary, zdly. Boys un¬ 
der twelve years of age, who 
were not fubjeiS to the law, 
or called Benc-hathorah, that 
is, the fans or dif ifies of the 
hnu. 3<Uv, AH old men above 
lixty. 4thly, All the lick and 
impotent, lunatics, Sec. And 
laftly, All that lived at fuch a 
diftance from the tabernacle, 
and afterwards from the tem¬ 
ple, or were any otherwife fo 
weak, that they could not per¬ 
form the journey on foot. 

No 
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’■ No fervant or danger fliall eat of it unlefs he become 
circumcifcd. 

The fcaft (G) fhall begin on the eve of the fourteenth day 
of the month Abif, or, as the original expreifes it, between 
the two eveningj; at which time the pafchal lamb (hall 
be killed, and the feftival continued, till the one and 
twentieth day of the fame month at evening. 

The firft and lad day (hall be kept holy and free from 
all fervile work, even as the fabbath, except only, that 
on the former vitftuals may be deeded, but not on the 
latter. Thefe two days (hall likewife be folemnized by 
a holy convocation (H). 

No leaven of any kind (hall be ufed, or even kept in 
thehoufe, during thofe fevtn days; whofoever ufeth any 
leaven on thofe days (hall be cut off from Ifrael. 

On the firft day of the Padbver (hall be offered a burnt- 
facrifice of two young bullocks, one ram, and feven lambs 
of the firft year, with fome inferior offerings ; and on the 
fecond day of the feaft fhall be offered, befides the ufual 
facrifices, a (heaf of the firft fruit of that year’s harveft ; 
no new corn (hall be eaten, in any way, before the firft 
lhe?f has been prefented unto the Lord" (I). Some other 

ordinances 


" Exod. Levit, Numb. 


(G) This feftival is called 
in the original Pefach, from 
the verb pajfacb , which figni- 
fies to pafs by, or leap over-, 
and not from the Greek rria^u, 
to fuffer, as if it had been pro¬ 
phetical of Chrift’s fuffering 
at that feaft, as fome ancient 
fathers have imagined, for 
want of underftanding Hebrew. 
The month Abif, afterwards 
called Nifan, anfwers to March 
and April. 

(H) The five intermediate 
days are to be fpent in mirth 
and lawful recreations: they 
enjoin all, efpecially the wo¬ 
men, to wear the gayeft ap¬ 
parel, to eat flefti, filh, and 
fowl, and to drink wine. Wed¬ 
dings are forbid during this and 
the other two grand feftivals, 


left the joy that attends the for¬ 
mer (hould make them forget 
the occafion of the latter. 
However, they all agree, that 
women may (have and wa(h 
themfelves, or even their 
cloaths. upon fome occafions. 
There is a ftrange injunction 
that obliges every man and 
woman, though they be fo 
poor as to live by alms, to 
drink at lead four cups of wine 
on the firft night of the PalT- 
over, whilft they are rehearf- 
ing the wonders wrought by 
God in Egypt, and at the Red 
Sea, with fome more of she 
like nature, not worth repeating. 

(I) As for this (heaf, it was 
to be of barley, becauie it is 
ripe about this time in that 
country. It was reaped on 
the 
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ordinances of lefs moment, about this, and other feflivals,' 
are interfperfed in the Pentateuch, which we therefore 
qmit. 

The Ftaft of Weeks, or Pentecajl. 

• 

ufeafltf This feaft was inftituted in memory of the law given 
u ^‘ upon Mount Sinai, fifty days after the exod, and t# 
oblige the people to appear before the Lord, to offer the 
firft-fruits of their harveft, viz. two loaves of the nevr 
wheat, which was then ripe, as an acknowlegement of 
hisabfolute right and dominion over them, and their land, 
and of their dependence upon him. 

Seven weeks, or fifty days, were to be reckoned from 
the fixteenth day of the month Nifan, which was the 
fecund of the Paffover, and the fiftieth day was to be the 
firft day of the fefiival (K). 

The facrifices ordained upon this day, befides the two 
loaves, confided of feven lambs of the firft year, one 
young bullock, and two rams, for a burnt-offering ; to- 


the evening of the I <;th day 
of Nifan, and was to be offered 
up in the name of the whole 
nation. As foon as the even¬ 
ing of the firft day of thePaff- 
over was come, at which time 
the fecond began, and in which 
fome kind of works might be 
done, the beth-din, or great 
council, sflembled, and de¬ 
puted three men to go and ga¬ 
ther the fhtraf, with a kind of 
folcmnity, at which great 
crowds from the neighbouring 
cities flocked tojerufaleiti,with¬ 
in whofe territories it was to be 
gathered. Thele deputies afk- 
ed three times whether the fun 
was fet, and were as often an- 
fwered, by the by-flanders, in 
the affirmative. They then 
afked three times leave to reap 
the (beat; and it was no footrer 
granted, than they entered 
into three different fields, with 
ffckles iu their hands, and ga¬ 


thered, each a diftinft parcel, 
which they put into three dif¬ 
ferent boxes, and brought to 
the temple. Here they were 
threfhed, winnowed, and parch¬ 
ed, and a homer, which con¬ 
tains about three pints, was 
filled with them, and presented 
to the pried, who poured a 
quantity of oil, and threw 
tome incenfe upon it; and 
having raffed it op to the Lord, 
towards the four points of the 
compafs, threw fome part of 
it upon the fire of the altar, 
and the reft he kept for him- 
felf. After this ceremony it 
was lawful for every man ns 
begin his harveft (1). 

(K) It is therefore called in 
the original Chag fhebugnoth, 
or the feafi »f weeh, from the 
{even weeks which where reck¬ 
oned from the Paffover; as 
from the fifty days the Greeks 
gave it the name of Pentocoft. 


(j) Vide Marts on. 


gether 



g&her with. 4sir ufual meat ami drink-offerings, and 
DheWife a kid for a Sn-ofering, and two lambs f of a 
peace-offering. No fervfle work was to be done on that 
day, fare that victuals might he deeded, and a holy 
convocation was to be called, as on other felenaa feftivals » 
• ' 

The Pnft if the Tabernacles. 

This feftival was Ordained in memory of the forty years 
abode of the IfraeKtes in the wilderriels ; for which rea- 
fon it is called the Feaft of the Tabernacles or Tents (L), 
not only becaufe they lived intents, or booths, during all 
that time, but becaufe it was' to be celebrated in fijeh 
kinds of booths, made of the branches of feveral forts of 
trees, fuch as willows, palms, olives, and the Kke, and 
erefted in the irioft decent and convenient manner. 

This feaft was the third great feftival, equal in iblem- 
nity to the other two, except in what related particularly 
to the Failover. It began on the eve of the fifteenth day 
of the feventh month, called Tifri, which was the firft of 
the civil year, and anfwered to part of our September, 
by which time all the harveft being (robbed and. brought 
in, they returned'their folemn thanks to God. It lasted 
feven days, the firft and Lift of which were kept with the 
greateft precifion ; the people repairing to the tabernacle 
or temple with palms and other branenesin their hands, 
marching round the altar, andfingingthe praifes of God. 
It was like wife celebrated, by facxiuces- peculiar to the 
folemnity, and by a ceffation from all fervile works except 
cookery. ‘ 

The people were obliged to dwell in tbofe booths all 
the feven days, unleia prevented by tome lawful impedi¬ 
ment. „ 

The facrifices peculiar to this feaft were: on the 
day, thirteen bullocks, two rams, and fourteen. larahs*a£ 
a. year old, aft without blemifh, which were offered upkr 
a burnt-offering, with their, ufiialmeat and drink-offeriqgj* 
confiding of a certain quantity of Soar mingled with ml, 
and feme wine- To tbefe was likewife added, a kid. for a; 
fin differing, which was offered up ins dm n ants of the 
whole people of ifracl j belides the nfftal morning and 

' Exod. Levit. Numbers. 

(L) The original calls it the Greeks gave it the name 
Cbag haffukotb.ctr/e^a/'t&r, of Exawmsht. 
teats or booths-, from which 

even* 
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evening facrifices, which were never to be intermitted* 
and thofe which any one might offer out of devotion;* 
On the fecond they offered twelve bullocks, two rams, 
and fourteen lambs, with their concomitant offering of 
flour and wine, and a kid, as on the firft day; and thus 
on the third, fourth, fifth, lixth, and feuenth (hey offered 
the fame facrifices, only leffening every day one bullock 
fo on this laft day they facrificed but feven. On the 
eighth, or laft day, themoft folemn of all, on which they 
were to hold a folemn affembly, and to abftain from all 
fervile work, they offered but one bullock, one ram, and 
feven lambs, befides the goat for a fin-offering, and the 
ufual and voluntary facrifices ; which laft tofe or fell ac¬ 
cording as their harveft had been more or lefs plentiful. 
Laftly, on this day, the firft-fruits of thofe things which 
were of later growth, were brought up, and offered to 
God; and thefe came, fometimes, in fuch numbers, that 
they were forced to continue the feaft one day longer p . 

The Feaft of the Trumpets and New Moons. 

. The month of Tifri was the firft of the civil, as that 
tkllrum- °f Abib, or Nifan, W 3 S of the facred year; this feaft 
pelt. was appointed to be kept on the firft and fecond day of 

that month. It was ulhered in by the found of the trum¬ 
pets, kept holy, free from all fervile work, and diftin- 
guilhed from other new moons by particular facrifices. 

As the Scripture no where gives the reafon of this 
feftival, authors are much divided about it; the Jews 
in general believe it was inftituted in memory of the 
creation, which happened on that month ; though fome 
rabbies think that it was alfo in memory of Ifaac’s de¬ 
liverance, and of the ram, that was caught by the horns, 
and fubftituted in room of him. Some of the fathers are 
of opinion it was in memory of the laV given upon 
Mount Sinai, at which time the trumpet and thunder were 
heard; others, from fome of the ceremotiies obferved by 
the Jews, by way of preparation, have fancied that it was 
inftituted in order to put mankind in mind of the general 
refurreflion, which was to be ufhered in by the found of 
the trumpet ’ (G); but the moft probable reafon for this 

feaft, 

1 > Vide Segonium, Bertrand, Cunseum, Meyer, Goodw. & al. 
S Vide Goodw. ubi fupra, $ 6. 

(G) The Talmudifti believe one of the good, a fecond of 
that God keeps three books, the bad, and a third of thofe 

that 
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feaft, and For proclaiming the entrance of the civil year 
by the found of trumpets, feems to have been that it 
ihould be rendered the more obfervable, feeing all their 
contrafts, mortgages, and bargains, as well as their fab- 
batic years, and jubilees, were to be regulated by it ; for 
which reafon the^trumpets ceafed not to found every 
where from the riling to the fetting of the fun. The 
proper facrifices for this folemnity were one young bul¬ 
lock, one ram, and feven lambs, offered up in a folemn 
burnt-offering, with the ufual addition of flour and wine, 
in the name of the whole nation, befides the kid for a fin- 
offering, and the daily and monthly facrifices r . 

The New Moons. 

The Ifraelites were commanded to obferve the firll day 
of every month, or moon, and to offer, befides the ufual 
facrifices, a burnt-offering of two young bullocks, one 
ram, and feven lambs, with the ufual quantity of flour, 
wine, and oil. The moft folemn of all the twelve was 
that of the month Tifri, which was kept holy upon a par¬ 
ticular account. The reft had nothing to diltinguifti them 
from common days, except the facrifices above men¬ 
tioned, which were accompanied with the found of trum¬ 
pets (H), making better cheer, and perhaps ufing fome 
kind of devotion, or affemblies, peculiar 

r Vide Numb. xxix. i, & fee. 
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that are neither good nor bad. 
The firll is the book uf life, 
the fecond of death ; and thofe 
that are in the third are to be 
transferred either to the firft 
or fecond expiation day, ac¬ 
cording as they gaow better or 
wurfe. Thofe two books have 
two kinds of pages, one for this 
hte, the other for the next ; 
and the Jews believe that on 
this day their names are writ¬ 
ten for that year. Upon this 
account they take particular 
care, whatever they do the reft 
ol the year, to be well em¬ 
ployed about this time. Some 
appear at the lynagogue in 


white, others in their Ihrouds, 
in token of repentance; others 
plunge themfelves gradually 
into the water, confemng their 
fins, and fmiting their breads, 
as they fink lower and lower 
till they are over head and 
ears; and laftly, others give 
themfelves forty-nine ftnpes 
on the bare back, or procure 
fomebody to do it for them; 
and after thefe mortifications, 
and fuicable prayers, they wilh 
one another the happioefs of 
being written down for a good 
year(i). 

(H) The fixing the time of 
the new moon, for want of 


CO Vide Buxtorf, 
Medcn. & al. 


Synpg. Jud. Hofpin. Goodwin, Leon, de 
aftronoinical 
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Though, in all refpe&s, this day did not differ froiji 
any common day, they were very (crapulous in obferviiig 
it i and as the (pace of the moon’s entering and coming 
our of the partile conjun£Hon of the fun, belongs one 
half to the old, and the other to the new month, and 
they had no fure way of computing it with any exaflnefs 
or certainty, they obfcrved two days, namely, the laft 
day of the old, and the firft day of the new, for greater 
fecurity. 

This irregularity of the moon obliged them- likewife to 
make fome tranfpofitions of the days of the month, in 
order to fix the beginning of Tifri, and of the reft of the 
months, according to that computation. But how early 
thefe tranfpofitions began, is what cannot eafily be 
afcertained. 

Thefe are all the feaft-days appointed by the Mofaic 
law. The Jews added, in procefs of time, feveral others, 
in memory of fome great mercies, fuch as that of Purim, 
of Lots, in memory of their deliverance from Haman’s 
cruelty, the dedication of the temple, and many more 
which we (hall not particularize '. 

Laws concerning the Sabbatic and Jubilee Tears. 

Sabbatic The fabbatic, or feventh year, and the jubilee, which 
jtmr, &c. happened once in feven times (even years, are alfo to be 
confidered as religious folemuities. They were defigned 
for reft and rejoicing; and as they bore a kind of analogy 
to the fabbatb or feventh day, they may upon that ac¬ 
count be alfo reckoned among their feftivals. 

The Mofaical law diftinguilhes four forts of years: 
I. The civil, according to which all political matters 


■ Vide Scalig. de Emend. Temp. Hofpin. Orig. Fed. Buxt. 
ljper. he. f 


aftronemical tables, was done 
in this maimer. The firft men 
that obferved, or thought they 
obfcrved* the new moon, were 
to repair with all fpeed to the 
grand council, and give notice 
of it. An enquiry wa* then 
made, whether the perfona 
We re credible wkneffes; and 
ftcondly, whether their report 
agreed with fuch computations 
m they were then able to 


make j in which cafe the pre- 
(ident proclaimed the new 
moon, faying, Mekudafti, it 
is ctmfecrattd ; which word 
was twice repeated aloud by 
the people; then it was or¬ 
dered to be proclaimed every 
where by the found of trum¬ 
pet, ur by other means, ac¬ 
cording to the times and 
places. 


were 
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were regulated, confifting of twelve lunar months (I), 
beginning at the month Tifri or September. 2. The 
facred, which began at the month Nifan or March, which 
was the feventh of the civil year, and regulated the order 
of all their religious ceremonies i fo that the Paflover, 
which happened tn the middle of this month, might be 
named, the mother of all the other feftivals. 3. The 
fabbatic, or feventh year. And, 4. The jubilee, or 
fiftieth year, which was kept at the end of fevcn weeks 
of years. 

The ceremonies of the fabbatic year, kept every feventh La-jus con- 
year, confided chiefly in the five following articles : timing 1/14 

1. In a total reflation from all manner of agri- 

, 6 ytart. 

culture. 

2. In leaving all the produft of their ground to the 
poor, the orphan, and the ftranger. 

3. In the releafe of all Hebrew Haves, unlefs they vo¬ 
luntarily renounced their proffered liberty, and chofe to 
abide with their old mailers ; in which cafe they were to 
be brought before the judges, and have their ears bored 


(I) Scaliger and others have 
fuppofed that they had an in¬ 
tercalary month, once in fix 
fcore years; but it is plain 
that the Scripture hints no¬ 
thing like fuch an intercalation, 
or year of thirteen months ; 
though without fome fuch fup- 
pofition, it is not eafy to guefa 
what they did with the fix ad¬ 


ditional hours, if they ever 
reckoned by folar months, ac¬ 
cording to the manner of the 
Egyptians. However, Mofea 
afterwards computed the year 
by moons; for that is the 
meaning of the word 
cbodejh, from to reicnv. 

The names of their months arc 
thefe: 


1. Tifri 

Days. 

30 

2. Marchefhvan 20 

3. Chafleu 

3° 

4. Thebet 

2 9 

t. Sebat 

30 

6. Adar 

29 

7. Nefan 

3 ° 

8. Yihar 

29 

9. Sivan 

30 

to. Thammuz 

2 9 

11. Abb 

3 » 

12. Elul 

2 9 


anfwers / 
to our \ 


September. 

Oftu: er. 

November. 

December. 

January. 

February. 

March. 


April. 

May. 

J une. 
u!y. 

Auguft. 


To this laft they added in and, or the fecond Adar, at 
procefs of time the interca- that was the laft of the facred 
lacy month Ve-adar, that is, year. 


V01.II. 
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irt their prefence, in token that they freely embraced \ 
perpetual fervitude, or at lcaft to the year of jubilee. 

4. In the remiffion of all debts from one Ifraelite to 
another ; but ftrangers were excluded that benefit. ’ 

5. It was to begin and end on the month Tifri, or 
September, that there might be fufficKnt time for ga¬ 
thering all the fruits of the earth of that year, and for 
fowing it againft the next, that fo the land might not lie 
fallow two years together. The generality of the Jews, 
ami many Chriftians, both ancient and modern, have 
looked upon the main defign of thefe inllitutions to be 
typical of the millennium, or thoufand years reft ; for as 
the Pentateuch confecratcs the feventh day, the feventh 
year, and the feven times feventh year, to reft, they con¬ 
clude, that the world will lalt fix thoufand years in its 
prefent ftate; or as It. Elias exprefles it, two thoufand 
years without the law, two thoufand under the law, and 
two thoufand under the Mefliah ; after which comes the 
grand fabbath of one thoufand years'. 

Laws relating to the Jubilee. 

Jubilee This folemnity is the laft and molt confiderable of 

* lar ' thofe that were peculiar to the Ifraelitcs. It was Cele¬ 
brated every fifiieth year, and had this advantage over 
that of the feventh, that it releafed all Haves who had re- 
fufed their liberty ; annihilated all debts ; and reftored to 
every man all his lands, houfes, wife, children, and pof- 
fellions, however alienated ; and every Hebrew fervant, 
or Have, to his own tribe and family, liberty and pro¬ 
perty, how or upon what account foever he had been de¬ 
prived of them during thofe fifty years : for this reafon it 
was calle.d jubilee, or yobel, becaufe it reftored every 
thing to its prilline ftate. However, it mull be obferved, 
that this privilege extended no farther than to the original 
Ifraelitcs, or to thofe who had been incorporated into their 
religion and commonwealth by circumeifion ; thefe, in¬ 
deed, might claim the benefit of it, though they had been 
fold for Haves in confequence of any crime, even by the 
lenience of the grand fanhedrim hut as for the Gentiles, 
they were wholly excluded from the benefit of this iu- 
ftitution. 

During the whole twelve months all kind of agricul¬ 
ture was exprefsly forbid, the poof had the benefit of the 
harveft and vintage, and of all the produ£t of that year; 

* Vide Hofpin. Goodw. Mey. Munfter. 
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jnd all other things of that nature "Went on after the fame 
manner as they did in the fabbatfc jrear. The beginning 
of it was fixed for the feventh month Tifri, which is 
about the time of the autumnal equinox j but in what 
year, after they entered into the land of Canaan, they ce¬ 
lebrated the firft Jubilee, and whether from the beginning 
of every forty-ninth or fiftieth year, is not eafy to deter¬ 
mine. The Jews, indeed, begin to reckon the firft of the 
fifty years from the fourteenth after Jolhua’s paffirtg the 
Jordan. 

The next controverted point, is whether it was cele¬ 
brated on the forty-ninth or fiftieth year; a difpute which 
we (hall not pretend to decide, nor is it indeed a point of 
any great importance to the hiftory. 

During the firft nine days of the jubilee the flaves were 
exempt from doing any work for their mailers, and fpent 
that time in eating, drinking, and other diverfions, their 
heads adorned with garlands. On the tenth day the fan- 
hedrim caufed the trumpet to found all over the land, 
upon which the Haves were inftantly reftored to their li¬ 
berty, and the reft to their poffelfions z . 

Expiation-Jay, or Day of Atonement, 

This folemnity differed from all the reft, in that they Exfiation- 
were days of joy and thankfgiving; but this, a day of fay. 
falling, humiliation, and confeffion of fins : but this we 
do not find to have been made annual by Mofes, or ob- 
ferved by the people till after the captivity, when they 
became fo religious, that they appointed as many fads for 
the mifcarriages and misfortunes that had happened tn 
their nation before it, as filled near the fourth part of 
their kalendar. Thole who conje£lure, that this expia¬ 
tion-day wa s or dained in memory of the golden calf, 
limit the deligrT of it too much, feeing it appears rather 
inftituted to expiate the fins of the whole nation, both 
public and private, but more particularly thofe of the fore¬ 
going year. 

It was to begin on the evening of the ninth day of the 
feventh month, and to laft till the evening of the tenth ; 
during which interval the Ifraelites were obliged to ab- 
ftain from all labour and pleafure, and-to continue in the 
work of mortification, under the penalty of being cut off 
from among their people. They were likewife to hold a 


* Vide Levitie. Maitnonid. 
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folemn convocation, to confefs their fins, and to offer at 
peculiar facrifice for them by fire. 

The high-prieft’s office on this day was ftill more fo¬ 
lemn and awful. ■ It was the only time in the whole year, 
on which he was perinitted to enter into the mod holy 
place; and therefore he was obliged ft prepare himfelf 
for this grand ceremony in a very extraordinary manner. 
The Talmud adds, that: he was to abftain, during feven 
whole days, from all matrimonial commerce, and from 
every thing that might caufc an accidental pollution, and 
thereby render feaBtt unfit for this duty; fecondly, his 
mitre, bread-plate, and other prieftly ornaments, were tor 
be fet afide on that Hay, when he appeared cloathed in 
linen ; his garfoconfifting of a linen mitre, or cap, a coat, 
breeches, and girdle. He was, in the third place, to of¬ 
fer, as foon as he entered the holy place, a young bul¬ 
lock for a fin-offering, and a'ram for a btrmt-offering, for 
himfelf and his whole houfe, coBfeffing his and their fins 
over them. Then he was to receive from fome of the 
heads of tbeaffembly a couple of kids for a fin-offering, 
and a ram for a hnmt-oftering, for the whole congrega¬ 
tion. Two goats were fet bfefore the tabernacle, and the 
high-prieft calt lots for them, which of the two Ihould be 
facriheed on that day, and which fhould be fent away. 
This latter was called hazazel, or fcape-goat. He then 
entered into the holy of holies, with his cenfer in one 
hand, and a large quantity of fine incenfe in the other, 
that the fmoke of it might fill the place, lb as to cover the 
mercy-feat from, fight. As foon as he had fet the cenfer 
upon the altar, he cache out, and dipped his fingers in 
the blond of the bullock, which he had offered for him¬ 
felf, and went and fprinkled it towards the mercy-feat 
eaft.ward feven times. This ceremony being performed, 
he killed the goat for the people’s fm-offft-ftig, and went 
and fprink^d the mercy-feat with the blood of it, as he 
had done with 'that of the bullock; and by llicfe afper- 
fions the tabernacle was purified from all the pollution it 
®*d contracted, by Handing in the midft of that finful 
Pfople. During all this ceremony, that is, till the fo¬ 
lemn atonement had been made for the fins of the priefts 
and people, neither priefts, nor any perion, were per¬ 
mitted to come, either within the tabernacle, or even into 
the courts. 

As foon as thefe ablutions were ended, and the priefts 
and people purified, the goat, whofe lot it had been to ef- 
cape, was brought to the high-prieft, who laid his hand* 

upon 
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upon Its head, and confeffed his own fins, and thofe of 
the whole nation, in words to this effeift: “ O Lord, thy 
people, the houfe of Ifrael, haye finned, hare rebelled 
againft thee 5—and now, 0 Lord, I befeech thee, forgive 
their fins, rebellions, and backflidings, by which they 
have offended thee, according as it is written in the law 
of thy fervant Mofes : in that day he fliall make atone¬ 
ment for you, he fhall cleanfe you, and you (hall be 
clean from all your fins before the Lord.” The confef- 
fion being ended, he delivered the fcape-goat to a man 
appointed for the purpofe, who conduced it into a defert 
place, and there left it to Ihift for itfelf. After this ce¬ 
remony, the high-prieft waffied himfelf all over, and 
having put on the ephod, mitre, breaft-plate, and his 
other prieftiy garments, he proceeded to offer_ a burnt- 
offering of two rams, one for himfelf, and the other for 
the people. As for the man that conduced the fcape- 
goaf, he was deemed unclean, till he had bathed himfelf, 
and walhed his cloaths, as were alfo thofe who carried 
away the flefh, blood, and entrails of the bullock, and 
goat of the fin-offering, to be burned without the camp. 

It was likewife on this day, that the high-prieft entered 
the raoft holy place in the greateft formality, and gave the 
people the folemn id effing preferibed by Mofes, m which 
he pronounced the tnyfteriaus name of God. Accord¬ 
ing to the Jews, the uttering of that word had been for¬ 
bidden upon any other occafion, by a particular law, ever 
fince the Honing of a notorious blafphemer. When he 
came out, he went backwards, keeping his face ftill to¬ 
wards the mercy-feat, and bending towards the ground. 

The refidue of the day was fpent in prayers, and other 
works of mortification. Thefe ceremonies being per¬ 
formed., the trumpet gave notice that the folemnity was 
ended; and"tfien they dreffed themfdves in white, or, 
at leall, put on clean linen, asd, after a blefling, fat 
down to break their faft. They feldom failed making a 
plentiful meal, and to rejoice that their fins were now 
expiated ; but above all, the high-prieft expreffed a more 
than ordinary joy, that he had gone through the folemn 
and dangerous office of that day, and was come alive out 
®f the moft holy place *. 

’ Vide Levir. Numb. Philo in Vit. Mof. Jofeph. Talmud, 

Mifcna. Traft. Yoma. 
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Laws concerning other Expiations or Atonements. 

Before we leave this fubjett of expiation, it will not 
be araifs to give an account of fome others, which were 
enjoined by Mofes, upon contrafting any legal impurities, 
fuch as thofe of a woman after child-birth, of a man by 
touching any unclean thing, as a dead body, or an un¬ 
clean perfon, as a leper; and feconrily, by the breach of 
any one branch of the law, whether knowingly, or through 
ignorance. By thefe contingencies, theperfonscontraft- 
ed a kind,of legal defilement, from which they could not 
be cleanfed, but by offering fuch facrifices as the law ap¬ 
pointed ; and this purification was to be performed in the 
following manner. The perfon who had committed any 
trefpafs, whether knowingly or ignorantly, was to bring 
his vi£lim or fin-offering to the door of the tabernacle. 
This offering was to be a bullock, or a goat, if it was for 
a prieft, and if for a layman, a goat, fheep, kid, or 
lamb ; if the perfon was too poor to afford one of thefe, 
then a couple of pigeons or turtle-doves, or even a fmall 
quantity of flour, was accepted. One or more of thefe, 
according to the nature of the trefpafs, were brought to 
the prieft, by the perfon to be purified, who having con- 
feffed his fin, and laying his hand upon the head of the 
victim, killed and offered it up. The prieft then took 
up fome of the blood with his fingers, and applying it to 
the horns of the altar of burnt-offerings, poured the re¬ 
mainder at the foot of it. He then took the fat of the 
caul, kidneys, and rump, and burnt it upon the altar, 
and having prayed for the perfon, pronounced him par¬ 
doned and abfolved from his trefpafs. The flelh of the 
vidfim thus offered, belonged to the prieft alone -, and 
none other was allowed to eat of it. This ceremony was 
fomewhat more folemnly performed, if'Jfcn the king, 
high-prieft, or the whole nation had committed a trefpafs; 
but in the main it was the fame. 

For legal pollutions, fuch as we mentioned above, there 
was added another ceremony of cleanfing, namely, the 
aflies of the red heifer, referved for that purpofe. The 
ceremony of killing and burning it, as preferibed by 
Mofes, was after this manner : the high-prieft was to take 
, care it was without fpot or blemifti, and that it had never 
been yoked. Jt v/a^ to be carried out of the camp, where 
he killed it, and made a feven-fold afperfion of the blood 
with his fingers towards the faiictuary; then a large fire 
beiqg kindled, it was flung into it, with its Ikin, intrails, 

and 
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jnd a bundle of cedar wood, hyffop, and fcailet, and 
burnt to afhes before his face, he himfelf paving helped 
to caff her into the fire in the prefence of the people. 
The .afhes were then gathered and laid up for ufe, ami all 
that had afiifted in this ceremony were unclean until even¬ 
ing. Any perfofl having contrafted fuch pollution, as 
made him unclean feven days, was to be fprinkleri with 
water, in which fome of thefe afhes had been thrown, on 
the third and feventh day, 6n which laid he was to be 
dean ; but if he neglefted being fprinkled on the third, 
he was not to be clean till the tenth day. This law was 
fo fevere againft thofe who were polluted by the touch of 
a dead body, or by coming into the tent or room where it 
lay, that if they offered to go to the tabernacle, before 
they had been thus purified, they were to be cut off, as 
having polluted the fanftuary. The'very veffels that were 
in the place uncovered, as well as the place itfelf where 
the corpfe lay, were likewife defiled, till fprinkled with 
this water of reparation, as it is called in the text. .Some 
affirm, that the heifer, which was burned by Eleazar, 
Aaron’s foil, lafted from the time of Mofes to the capti¬ 
vity; others affirm, that there was one burnt every year, 
and that fome of the afhes of it were fent to every city 
and town in Ifrael h . Whether this facrifice was to 
be numbered among the burnt-offerings, which were 
made for the whole nation, is a difpute among the learned, 
both Jews and Chriftians. 

Laws concerning fome other Sacrifices , and Oblations, not men¬ 
tioned under the former Heads. 

As we have had occafion to mention the facrifices that 
were enjoined to be offered upon every folemn feftival, 
under the head op each, and of thofe which were offered 
by way of ex^SStion for fin; we fhall now mention a few 
others hitherto undeferibed, reducible under the feven 
following heads, i. The daily facrifice. 2. The peace- 
oil'erings. 3. Meat and dring-offerings. 4. Offerings for 
cleanfing. 5. Firft-fruits. 6. Firft-born. And, 7. Tithes. 

The daily, or, as it is called in the original, the conti¬ 
nual facrifice, was performed in this manner. A certain 
quantity of incenfe being burned upon the golden altar ; 
the prieft offered two lambs of the firft year, without 
blemifh, as a continual burnt-offering for the whole na¬ 
tion : thefe were burnt every morning and evening. J hey 

k Numb. xix. per tot. Vide Hieron. Epift. xxvii, 
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Offered, likewife, a certain quantity of wine and floury 
mixed with oil, for a meat and drink-offering; this was 
called continual, becaufe it was not to be interrupted by 
iny other facrifices or folemnity. 

The peace-offering was either euchariftical, in acknow- 
legement of fume mercies received froof God ; or fuppli- 
catory, in order to obtain fome bleffings from him ; or out 
of mere devotion, in honour to God ; or, laltly, upon 
account of fome vow. Thefe were all free and voluntary, 
there being no law that obliged the Israelites to make 
them ; except, where it is faid, that they fhould not ap¬ 
pear empty before the Lord ; but be liberal in thofe kinds 
of facrifices, according to their faculties. The votary was 
to bring the viftim to the door of the tabernacle, lay his 
hands upon the head of it, and kill it; the prielt then 
took fome of the blood, and fprinkled it upon and round 
the altar, and poured the remainder upon the ground. 
All the fat of the offering, the kidneys, and if it was a 
Iheep, or lamb, the rump, were burnt upon the altar : 
the breaft and Ihoulder of the vittim were the perquifite 
of the prieft in waiting, and the reft belonged to the 
owner, who might then drefs and eat it, as if it had been 
killed within his own gates. 

The meat and drink-offerings we have already mention¬ 
ed occafionally, becaufe they ufed to accompany the 
burnt-offerings of every feftival, the daily, and all other 
facrifices made with fire : they confifted of a certain pro¬ 
portion of wine, oil, and fine flour, to every beaft that 
was facrificed. 

Offerings for cleanfing we have alfo fpoken of above, 
under the head of Expiation : two more remain ; namely, 
that of two pigeons, which a woman was to offer for her 
purification, after child-bed, in cafe {he pould not afford 
a lamb; or, if the pigeons were alfo abtW^'her circum- 
ftances, an handful of flour and oil ; and that of two 
fparrows, which the leper offered, after his cure, for 
cleanfing himfelf and his houfe. In both thefe cafes, one 
of the birds was, inftead of a lamb, for a burnt-offering; 
and the other for a fin-offering ; th? firft bird was to be 
killed in a clean earthen veffel, over a running water; 
the prieft took the other bird, with a hunch of cedar- 
wood, fcarlet, and hyffop ; then dipping them in the blood, 
and fprinkling the perfon or houfe with it feven times, 
pronounced them clean; the living bird was let loofe. 
Some portion of flour and oil was likewife made into 
cakes, aad offered up to God, either of barley, or wheat- 

flour, 
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flour, fome with leaven, which, confequently, came not 
hear the altar; others without it ; all bf them feafoned 
with fait, home were voluntary, others enjoined : fome 
were dreffed one way, and fome another, according to 
the diferetion or circumftances of the votary. 

The next objKt under this head is the Ihew-bread, 
called, in the original, the bread of fdtes, becaufe it was 
always to Hand before the Lord upon the golden table in 
the holy.place. It was to be made of the pureft wheat, 
into twelve loaves or cakes, anfwering to the twelve tribes. 
The priefts were to take care to bring frelh loaves warm 
every fabbath day in the morning; at which time they 
took away the old bread, which was to be eaten by none 
but priefts: each loaf was to contain two tenth-deals, or 
about three wine-pints of flour; and they were to be fet 
up in two piles, fix to each pile. The Jews tell us, that 
there were fome double plates of gold between each loaf, 
to give them air, and prevent their growing mouldy. 
The loaves were without Jeaven, and perfumed with in- 
cenfe *. 

As to the firft-fruits, we have already fpoken of thofe 
that were offered at Eafter, Whitfuntide, and the Feaft 
of Tabernacles, in the name of the whole nation ; but 
every private man was likewife obliged to bring the firft- 
fruits of his fields, orchards, and vine-yards, to the ta¬ 
bernacle, and afterwards to the temple, as an acknowlege- 
ment, that God was the giver. Neither the time nor the 
quantity being preferibed by the written law, the former 
was left to the eonveniency of the people, and the latter 
was determined, in fome fort, by their wife men, yet fo 
as to leave room for generofity to exert itfelf, more or lefs, 
according to the difpofition of each perfon. Thus it was 
agreed, that they ought to offer, at lead:, the fixtieth part 
of the prodffSf*; but fome offered the fiftieth, and fome 
even the fortieth part. After the building of the temple, 
they were all obliged to bring them thither, and the cere¬ 
mony was performed as follows: 

As foon as the perfon who came to offer them had 
reached the court of the priefts, the Levites began to fing 
the thirtieth Pfalm; which being finilhed, the perfon 
made this confeflion : “ I do this day make a public ac- 
knowlegement before the Lord your God, that I am entered 
into the good land, which he fware unto our fathers that 
he would give us.” In fpeaking thefe words, he took hi* 

■ Exod. xxv. 30, Levit, xxiv. 5, te feq. 
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bafket off his fhoulder, the prieft aflifting him ; and 
whilft thefe two held it up, he made an end of his con- 
feflion, in the remarkable words preferibed by Mofes, 
which the reader may fee in the margin (C); which being 
ended, the balket was fet before the Lord by the fide of 
the altar, and he offered the burnt-oflbring and peace- 
offering, which were always to accompany the firft-fruits. 
Having paid his devotions to God, he went to feaft with 
his acquaintance, on his fhare of the peace and meat-of- 
feringS: and on this occafion, he was likewife obliged to 
impart fome portion of his good cheer to the fatherlefs, 
the widows, and the Levites : an injunction the more 
willingly obeyed by the rich, who facriliced a bullock, 
becaufe they were forbid to leave any fragments to the 
next day. 

With refpedt to the firft-born, the Mofaic law makes a 
three-fold diftinftion ; namely, the firft-born of men, of 
cattle, and of the product of the earth (D). The word 


(C) “ A Syrian, ready to 
perifh, was my father, and he 
went down into Egypt, andfo- 
journed there with a few, and 
became there a nation, great, 
mighty, and populous; and 
the Egyptians did evil-intreat 
lis, and afflicted us, and laid 
upon us hard bondage. And 
when we cried unto the Lord 
God of our fathers, the Lord 
heard our voice, and looked on 
eur afflictions, our labour, and 
oppreflion. And the Lord 
brought us out of Egypt with 
a mighty hand, and ftretched- 
out arm, and with great ter- 
riblenefs, with figns, and with 
wonders; and brought us into 
this place, and has given us this 
land, a land flowing with milk 
and honey. And now, be¬ 
hold, I have brought the firft- 
fruits of the land, which thou, 
O Lord, haft given me.” 

(D) We mult remind our 
Englilh readers, that this ex- 
preflion has no fuch harllmefs 
is the original, as it has in 


ours, and other languages ; be¬ 
caufe the word, which in thefe 
is rendered firjl-born, is, in the 
original, btcor, which properly 
implies, the principal, or mojl 
excellent of every thing or crea¬ 
ture, in its kind, whether in a 
good or bad fenfe. Thus God 
expreffes htmfelf concerning 
David, “ I will make him my 
firft-born, higher than the 
kings of the earth;” where 
the word means nothing like 
firft-born, in our acceptation 
of the word. On the other 
hand, a moft««Wel death is in 
Job called, becor metveth, the 
fir/i-born of death. And Ifaiah 
called the pooreft, or weakeft 
of all, becore dallim, the firft- 
born of the nveak. It is there¬ 
fore probable, that this word 
wa3 figuratively applied to the 
firft-born, to imply their ex¬ 
cellency in ftrength and dig¬ 
nity, according to Jacob’s ex- 
prefiion to Reuben, his eldeft 
ion. 

firft* 



to the Bahylonijh Captivity. 

firft-born cf the males, mud not be retrained to the 
eldelt fon ; for he may be eldeft, and yet not firft-born; 
and therefore Motes adds, “ that firft opened the womb.” 
So that it was poflible among the Jews, where polygamy, 
and polygyny were allowed, for a man to have ieveral 
firit-born, and all to be redeemed at the price of five 
fhekcls, as foon as they were thirty days old; at which 
time they were prefented to the pried, and the mother of¬ 
fered the facrifice of her purification, mentioned in a for¬ 
mer article; the price being paid for the child’s redemp¬ 
tion, he began then to belong to the parents, and not till 
then (E). How they redeemed them fince the deftruttion 
of the fecond temple, is foreign to our prefent purpofe ; 
the reader may fee it in Leo de Modena, and other He¬ 
brew rabbies ; only we may obferve, that the children of 
the prieits needed not to be redeemed, at any time. 

The firft-bom of clean beads, fuch as calves, lambs, 
kidsf and the like, were alfo confecrated to God; but 
with this difference, that they could not be redeemed, 
but were to be brought to the tabernacle, or temple, and 
there killed: the blood was poured at the foot of the 
altar, the fat burnt upon it, and the reft of the flefli was 
the prieft’s perquifite; with this precaution, however, 
that if the bead; had any natural or legal defedhs, fuch as 
blindnefs, lumenefs, the want of. a limb, or other muti¬ 
lation, it was not to be facrificed: the prieft took it 
home, and there killed and eat it; and might invite his 
friends to partake of it, as of any uther common meat. 
But if it was an unclean beaft, fuch as an afs or a dog, 
the owner was at liberty either to redeem it with a lamb, 
or with five Ihekels of money, or to break its neck. 

As to the firft produdt of the trees, all that is meant 
by it is, that every new-planted tree was to be reckoned 
uncircumcif<!5¥J’and impure, during the firft three years, 
when it was not lawful to gather, much lefs to eat the 
fruit. On the fourth year, all that grew upon it was 
the Lord's, and confequently the perquifite of the priefts; 

(E) According to this law, is allowed, by all writers, to 
we find the Virgin Mary re- have been her firft-born ; con- 
deeining her child Jefus : ne- cerning which queftion, the 
verthelefs, it has been much reader may confult, among 
difputed, whether he was fub- others, the authors quoted in 
j eft to this or not, though he. the margin (i). 

(i) Cyril. Hierofol. Homil. de occurf. Dom. Vid. Cornel a La- 
pid. on Exod, aiii, & Auft. ab eo citat. Origen. Tertul, Ambrof. 
$£ al mult. 
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from whom, however, the owner might redeem it, if he 
thought fit, by an equivalent; but, from that time the 
owner was at liberty to ufe it *. 

The tithes, firft-fruits, and redemption of the firft-born, 
conflituted the moil conftant and confiderable income of 
the priefls and Levites, though the fir ft's by far the nioft 
ancient, as we {hall fhew in the fequel of this hiftory. In 
the laws preferibed by Mofes, it is ordained, that none 
of the firftlings of clean animals fhould be redeemed at 
any rate, but that they fhould be all facrificed to the Lord ; 
arid that the firft-fruits fhould not be bought off without 
paying one fifth part more than the intrinfic value We 
need not here obierve that they were given to them as an 
equivalent for their not having any fhare in the divifion of 
the land, nor any portion nor inheritance with the reft of 
the people. 

The tithes were of four forts ; namely, 1. Thofe 
affigned to the tribe of Levi, of which (as they were not 
holy things) all that tribe, men and women, clean and 
unclean, might cat. 2. The tenths of thefe tithes, 
which were affigned to the priefts, for thefe laft did not 
gather the tithes themfelves, but that office belonged to 
the Levites, who were not to touch any part of them till 
they had paid that proportion to the priefts, and fent it to 
Jerufalem. 3. After a. layman had paid his firft tithes to 
the Levites, he was obliged to fet afide a fecond tenth, 
or exchange it foran equivalent in money, with an addi¬ 
tion of a fifth part above the value ; and this he was 
obliged to bring to Jerufalem, thereto make a feaft, and 
invite, befides his friends and relations, the priefts and 
Levites. 4. The laft kind of tithes, which Mofes ex- 
afted, was to be fet by every third year, and confumed 
in feafts at home, to which the Jews were obliged to in¬ 
vite the Levites, the poor, fatherlefs?“%idows, and 
ftrangers J . 

As Jerufalem became to the Jews, wbat the camp had 
been during their abode in the wildernefs; thofe viftims, 
which had been ordered to be burnt out of the camp, 
were, after the building of the temple, burnt without the 
walls of tbe city, to avoid the inconvenience arifing from 
the great number of animals thus flaughtered for the 
purpofes of religion. 

f Levit. xix. 13. k Ibid, xxvii. 30, & feq. ‘Deut. 

*ii. »S, »). 
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Law i concerning Vows. 

Vows conflituted a folemn part of the Jewifh wor- 
{hip. How foon they began to be in ufe we (hall fee in 
Jacob’s vowing the tenths of all his acquifitions, as he 
went to Padan-Apm : however, we confine ourfelves to 
thofe under the Mofaic difpenfation, concerning which 
that lawgiver made feveral regulations, in order to direft 
and enforce the performance. 

Vows were of a two-fold nature ; namely : fuch as de¬ 
voted the thing vowed, whether men, beaft, money, or 
any part of a man’s poffeflion to the fervice of God ; 
and fuch as devoted them to utter deftruftion. Under 
the firft head, perfons, who were fui juris, or their own 
mailers, might vow themfelvis, their children, or any 
part of their poOeiCons to God. We fay fui juris, becauic 
the vow of a fon or daughter, of a wife or a Have, were 
of no farther force than as they were approved, or difap- 
provid, by thofe under whofe power they were. So that 
a parent, nufband, or mailer, if he heard the vow, when 
it was made, or when he came afterwards to be informed 
of it, was at liberty either to give it a fanflion ordifannul 
it; in which laft cafe he was obliged to fignify his diflent 
on the fame day, according to the text, or in twenty-four 
hours, according to the Jewilh doctors. 

Of perfons vowing themfelves in this fenfe, we meet 
with no plain inflance ; but of their vowing their children, 
we have, among others, that of Samuel, who was dedi¬ 
cated to God by his mother’s vow, ratified by her huf- 
band ; and he was accordingly confecrated to God’s fer¬ 
vice. However, in thefe cafes, the law of Mofes allowed 
of a redemption, or commutation for a fum of money, 
which was either greater or lefs, according to the age 
and fex of thejjerfon vowed. 

The cafe wis quite different with refpedl to thofe things 
which were vowed to deftru&ion, for they could not be 
redeemed at any rate. That which had life was to be put 
to death; and that which had not, was to be deilroyed 
by fire, or fome other way (P). 

What 

(P) Thus, for inllance, the he hadfaved fome of theplun* 
kingdom of Arad, and the der of that city which was 
cities of the Canaanites, were to have been deftroyed. A* 
under the anathema, and more for Jephthah’s vow, it was not 
particularly Jericho; and A- exa&ly of the fame nature ; 
chan, and all that he had, fell and authors are much divided 
under the fame curfe, becaufe about the manner in which it 

was 
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What curfe Jonadab, thefon of Rechab, had laid upoli 
his pofterity, if they did not obferve his arbitrary injunc¬ 
tions of abftaining from wine, from planting, fowing, 
and the like, doth not appear ; but how ftrict obfervers 
they were of them, we may conclude from their anfwet 
to Jeremiah, when he invited them to drink wine *. We 
fliall conclude this article with a lhort account of the Na- 
zaritcs, olten mentioned in the Old Teftament, who were 
perfons that either dedicated thcmfelves, or were dedi¬ 
cated by their parents, to the obfervance of the laws of 
Nazarita. Naiaritifm. Thel'e were of two forts; namely, fuch as 
limited the obligation to fome lhort fpace, as a week or a 
month; and thole that extended it the whole life, as 
Sarnfon and Samuel 1 , who Were dedicated by theirparenls. 
All that we find peculiar in their way of life was, that 
they were to abftain from wine, and all intoxicating 
liquor, and to wear their hair to its full length. As for 
thofe dedicated in the other way, they were moreover to 
avoid all defilement, even that of entering into a houfe 
where a dead perfon was ; for if they chanced to be pol¬ 
luted by it before the term was expired, they were obliged 
to begin afrefli. Women, as well as men, might bind 
themfelves by this vow ; and after it was accomplilhed, 
they prefented themfelves to the prielt,, who brought 
them to the door of the tabernacle, or temple, where 
they offered the facrifices preferibed by Mofes in fuch 
cafes; after which ceremony he caufed their heads to be 
ihaved, and the hair to be thrown into the fire which was 
under the fucrifice, and then pronounced them abfulved. 

Thofe who lived at fuch a dillance from the temple, 
that they could not reach it by the time their vow was ex¬ 
pired, might lhave their heads at what place foever they 
found themfelves, when they fet by the price of their 

1 Jer. xxxv, paff. k Judg. xiii. j. 1 Sam. i. 11. 


was fulfilled. The Ifraelites 
affembled at Mizpeh, vowed 
thofe to deflrufliun that did 
not aflift in punching the tribe 
of Benjamin, for their barbar¬ 
ous ufage of the Levite’s con¬ 
cubine ; and Saul would have 
iacrificed his own fon Jona¬ 
than, for ignorantly incurring 
the curfe, which he had laid 


upon thofe that fhould eat or 
drink whilft he was in purfuit 
of his vittmy, had not the 
whole army lfrongly oppofed 
his will. By all which inftancef, 
and many more that could be 
brought, it appears, that no¬ 
thing lefs than death was the 
lot of the perfons devoted by 
this kind of vow. 

facrifice, 
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facrifice, in order to bring or fend it to the temple by the 
next opportunity. This was the pradfice of St. Paul, 
who made his vow at Corinth, fhaved his head at Cen- 
chrea, and went, foon after, to Jerufalem, to accomplifii 
it by the ufual offering k . 

Laws concerning the Priejls, Levites, and Nethinims. 

The two laft particulars to be confidered, under this Laws con- 
head of the worlhip of God, or, as it is commonly called, ceming the 
the commands of the firft table, are; 1. The perfmis, frieJfs,Se. 
and 2- The things, which were in a more peculiar 
manner confecrated to his fervice. Of the firft were the 
priefts. Levites, and Nethinifis^ of the fecond, the 
tabernacle, and afterwards the temple, with all its pomp¬ 
ous apparatus. As to the tribe of Levi, we Ihall fee} in the 
fequel, how, and upon what account, it was feparated 
from the reft, and appointed to this important office. 

I. Of the Priejls. 

The Levitical tribe confided of three main branches, 
diftinguilhed by their principal heads, Gerfhon, Kohath, 
and Merari; but the prielthood was given folely to the 
family of Aaron, which was no more than a fmall branch 
of that of Kohath, whilft all the reft of it, even the fons 
of Mofes himfelf, as well as the other two branches, re¬ 
mained in the common rank of Levites, and were only 
admitted to the inferior functions of the minillry. 

At the head of the priefthood was the high-prieft, the 
chief of the Jewilh church, and the final judge of all con- 
troverfies, whether concerning religion or the adminiftra- 
tion of common jufticc. This laft province feems plainly 
implied in the directions which Mofes gives the people, 
to have recourfe to the priefts in all difficulties of that 
nature, and it»abide by their determination under pain 
of death 1 . However, in this refpett, he aCted rather 
as a 0vil judge than as high-prieft. The fame office ex¬ 
tended to the fubaltern priefts and Levites, who were 
commonly admitted to fit in their inferior courts of judi¬ 
cature ; for it is plain, that the main end, for which they 
were to fet apart, was, to blefs the people in God’s name, 
and to offer up incenfe, and thofe facrifices to him, that 
were preferibed by the law, exclufive of all other tribes m , 
under the fevere penalties above mentioned. 

* A£b, xviii. 18. 1 Deut. xvii. 8, & feq. xix. 17. xxi. J. 

***>. 10. xxxiii, *0. Eaek. xliv.14. f Numb. xiii. It al, 
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The laws relating to the high-prieft are fuch as relate^, 
I. To his office. a. T 0 his confecration. And, 3. To 
his drefs. 

As to his pontifical authority, befides hi3 having it in 
his power, whenever he pleated, to perform any of the 
fun&ions of the inferior priefts, and hi# being alone pof- 
feffed of the divine oracle of urim and thummim; he 
was alone permitted to enter the holy of holies, and 
pronounce that folemn bleffing, on the day of expiation, 
mentioned under that head; all which privileges were 
confined to him, and entailed on his fon and fucceflbr, 
either of his own body or family- There was fuch a 
facred charafter inherent k his dignity, as obliged him to 
the obfervance of fevetal ftritt laws, from which the reft 
of the priefts were exempt. It was not lawful for him to 
marry a widow, a repudiated woman, or an harlot; the 
perfon whom he took to his bed was to be a pure virgin, 
and one of his own tribe: he was forbid to put himfelf 
into mourning for the neareft relation, or to go into any 
houfe where a dead body was ': he was farther obliged to 
abftain from matrimonial commerce during thofe festivals 
in which he was to officiate, and alfo from all food, and 
other circumftances, which might occafion any defile¬ 
ment. Befides all thefe, he was, in common with other 
priefts, to be free from all natural defects mentioned by 
Mofes; that is to fay, he was to be neither blind, lame, 
maimed, crooked, or a dwarf > he was to have neither 
feurvy, itch, nor any difeafe in his (kin, or defeft in any 
of his limbs: as many as had any one of thefe blemilhes, 
were abfolutely excluded from all pricftly functions, and 
from entering into the fanftuary and offering the fhew- 
bread, only they were allowed to lire upon a portion of 
the offerings. 

The ceremony of his confecration waff-performed by 
Mofes, upon his brother Aaron, with a folemnity an- 
fwe ruble to the facred nature of his office. 

At the firft inftiturion, Aaron and his fons were con- 
fecrated at the fame time, and with the fame ceremo¬ 
nies, though the fons were to continue ftill in the rank of 
common priefts. This may be the reafon, why Eleazar is 
afterwards faid to have bees inftaiLed into the high-prieft- 
hood, by the foie inveftkure of his father's garments, 
without any other ceremony j from which circum fiance 
feveral commentators have concluded, that the reft w ere 


not 


* Lc title, xxi. 10, le fcq. 




nit to be uAdat the inftalfetionaf any new Kigh-prieft. 

It is true, we can offer nothing conclufive out of the Mo- 
faic text, to confute that option; yet, if we believe the 
•Orient Jews, who may be properly enough looked upon 
as the belt judge^ they will tell us, that the un&ion did 
always accompany the mveftiture till the deftrudfion of 
the firft temple, when Joliah depofited the facred oil in 
to fecret a place that it could never he found out aftef 
their return from the Babylonith captivity; from which 
time they began to content themfelves with the bare in* 
veftitutre, without the un&ion. However that be, it 
feema reafonable to think, that Mofes confecratfcd Aaron’s 
two Tons, Eleazar and IthamarJ at that grand ceremony, 
as the two branches, towhicH the high-priefthood was 
confined; as he cbnfecrated, at the fame time, all the 
prieftly garments, die tabernacle, and all the facred uten- 
fits Of it, which Were to be entirely dedicated to the for*, 
vice of God d , * 

The ve ft merits of the high-prieft confided of fcarlet, Hiidrtft. 
purplef filk, and fine linen, adorned with gold, filver, 
and precious Hones; but as to the faftuon of them, all 
that has been advanced about it, is mere conje&ure j be- 
caufe Mofes is filent on this fubjefl. JoftphOs has, in¬ 
deed, been more particular, in this refpeft; but he de- 
feribed them, as they wine worn in his time; and how 
far the falhion of them might have altered, during fb 
long a fpace, and fuch a variety of circumftances as the 
Jewifh commonwealth underwent, is not ea fj to gueft. 

The rahbies vary greatly from him, in their delcriptum of 
(hem i an<#Su Jerom both from him and them (T). ■ 

'■ What 

<) Vide Selden de Sncceflione id Fontificat. lib, n. cap. 9. Baf- 
nag. Rep. Heb.ifyivi. lib. ii. cap. j. Letit. viii, io,& feq. 

(T) They tvere of two girdle; the others peculiar to 
forts^one made of linen, and him, which he wore upon all 
common to him and all the folemn day’s mdoccaftons, were 
other priells; if there was fo rich and magnificent, that 
any difference between them, the Jews called them bogje *4- 
it was, th*t, the former was 1 btti, ntfittru anwMtries 

made of a. finer linen, and ftyfet them the glory and oma- 
woven in a richer manner, ment of Aaron,* The firft was 
Thole he is fnpppfed to have a blue'or purple robe which he 
worn' when he went into the put over his unite veft ; this 
hdly of hoiks, confided of gsrmenf had no flfcevda, Irir 
the mitre or turban, long any fetm, according to Jo* 
or veil, the drawers ancr fipbili, bettif woven, from 
v Voa, II. L • 



tbt W^ry ^ibl Jews 

frhat the Oracle of urim and thummim cenfifted ia t 
and bow it was cpnfulted, ihail be. Ihewp in a mote pro* 
per place ; and, as to its forp* and fliape (U) we are left 

top to bottom, with a flit to tribes; tKJte were fet in^fiar 
put tits head through. The tows, three in each row; and 

r -r :- -c-a -V-,- *•_«. - the 


nlmoft.to bit anklet, was trim¬ 
med with • rich fringe, to 
which were interchangeably 
bung little belli and pomegra¬ 
nate*, curioufly wrought rn 
pure- gold, at equal diftanrfbt 
one from another, that by thfir 
tinkling, hit approach might 
be the more eafily diflinguilh- 
ed ; this red ‘ was tied round 
with a rich girdle, which went 
twice about hit body, and 
bung down a convenientlength 
before him. 

Oyer this reft wat a third, 
called the epbod, curioufly 
wrought with gold, and other 
variegated embroidery, not un¬ 
like a fliort.coat, about two 
feet in length; on the top of 
it, on each fide, were tjro 
-flioulder-piecei, to which were 
fattened two preciout lionet, 
fet in gold, on which were en¬ 
graven, the names of the 
twelve tribes, fix upon each 
Hone, that he might always 
have before hia eyes, thofe 
that were committed to hit paf- 
toralcare: upon the breau of 
it, was a vacancy of about half 
a cubit in length, and a pro¬ 
portionable breadth, on which 
the bread-plate was to befaf- 
tened* tbit wat a folded piece ‘ 
of the font* rich embroidered 
tiffue, op. which , were fet 
tpelve preciocp feones in gold, 
,*5».*acb.fff whfchjira*. «jgta- 
the'tmme:'oToee of the 


four corners, thofe at the top 
to each Ihoulder-ptece by a 
golden hook, ot, ring, at the 
end of a wreathed chain; and 
thofe below to the girdle of the 
ephod, by two blue drings, or 
ribbands, which bad likewife 
'two rings and hooks ; fo that 
the whole might be tied fad to 
the garment, without danger of 
falling off; for thefe were never 
to be fevered. The Jews tell 
ut, that if the high-pried did, 
at any time, either Through 
inadvertency, or wilfully, put 
op one without the other, he 
was to be puniihed for it: this 
ornament it therefore called the 
memorial, to put him in mind, 
how dear thole tribes ought to 
be to him, whofe names he 
wore over his bread: it » alfo 
called the bread-plate of judg- 
raent, becaufe it had the divine 
oracle fattened to*it; at lead 
the far greeted part of inter- 
prefers have lb underflood the 
commands of God to Mofes of 
putting th** OWn and thum- 
mim to die breaft-piate. 

(U) The flones , of the 
bread-plate were divided from 
each other by the golden par¬ 
titions into which they were 
fet, and were ranged in the fol¬ 
lowing order;' to which we 
have added their Hebrew 
names, together with the tribe 
that was engraven upon each 
of them (i). 


VideSxod. xxviii. 17, fc feq. 

1* Odum. 


to the Baltyfanyh Captivity . 


fq much in Ac dark, that it would require a new ufint 
and thummim to explaUf'it j becaufe Mores has not givep 
us any hint about the matter. Some ancients thought 
there was a thirteenth (tone in the breaft-plate, whofe ex- 
tm >rdinaar lufths^md beauty, above the reft, did fignify 
to tbe high-prieft God’s approbation or diflike of the thing 
enquired about *. And though St.' Auftin has plainly 
proved, that there was not. the leaft foundation for fuch 
a fupernumerary ftone, fome moderns have not fqrupled 
to add another, in order to anfwer the two names of urim 
and thummim. An ancient father, who is followed by a 
great many moderns, thinks, ®at thefe two words were 
cither engraven on a plate of gild, and fixfd to abreaft- 
plate, or embroidered, in raifea work upon it b . Moft of 
the Jews, believe, it was the Cetra grammaton, written 
upon a plate of gold, or fame other way fixed to the 
breaft-plate ; and Le Clerc imagined that urim and thum¬ 
mim Vere the ohmes of two kinds of precious ftones, fet 
in a gold chain, or collar, hung about the high-prieft’s 
neck, In imitation of the Egyptians,, whofe chief magis¬ 
trate wore a gold chain, at tne end of which hung 1 the fi¬ 
gures of Juftice and Truth, engraven on fome precious 
none. ‘Spencer, after de Caftro, believed, that the 
breaft-plate had two little golden figures, inclofed in a 










tions of the high-prieft c : for this notion he quotes St, Je- 
rom, and Cedcrenus, among the ancients; Cornelius a 
Lapide, and Ludovicus de Dieu, amongft tbe moderns, 
with fome Jewifh writers; but Fococke has condemned 
this as abfurd and impious. Philo feems to hint fbme- 
thing like it, only with this difference, that he fays thofe 
two figures, or virtues, namely, Manifeftation ana Trath, 
were only ezqbrqpiered upon it; and it muft be owned, 
that, if there were any fuch figuses, or fymhols, it ,is 
more reafonable to fuppofe them, with him, to have been 

a Epiphan. Trtft. de xii. Genimia. b Cyril. ExpoEt, 

Symbol. ‘ Spencer Diflert. delfr. Sc Thura. 


i.Odem. Sardius. Reuben. 7.Leftem. Ligure. Gad. 

a. Phitcrah. Topaz., Simeon. 8. Sheba. Agate. Alber. 

3. Barketh. Carbuncle. Levi. 9. Addamah. Amethyft. -Mb* 

4. Nophek. Emerald. Judah. • * - d»- 

5. Saphur. Saphire. Dan. 10. Tarftiifli. Beryl. Zebnhm. 


tali.. iz. Yaihphe. Jafpc*. 

I A 



#4® Tie. Htftory ofthe yews 

only embroidered, than, with Spencer, that Weifc 
real figures, whether raft or carved, becaujV'fhis latter 
Teems alfo contrary to the prohibition i A the ftcond 
commandment. But we fee no need of TuppoGng foch 
figures, upon the authority of either} hetaufe'fofephtfs, 
wV. was alfo a prieft, and may be reafonably fuppofed to 
hare been as well acquainted with, it as Philo, doth not 
fo much as hint any thing likj fuch figures; but makes 
the oracle to eonfift in the fttpematuralbrightnefs of the 
twelve 'ftones at the time of enquiring; The moft rea¬ 
sonable opinion feems to he that of Hettinger, who thinks, 
that when Moles is commanded to put into the hreaft- 
plate, the urim and thumteim, which wprds fignjfy light 
and perfection, in the pRiral} it means only, that he 
Ihould make choice of them oft perfedt fet of ftones, and 
have them poiilhed, fo as to give the moft confummate 
luftre. And this opinion feems moft agreeable to what 
Jofephus and Maimonides faid of it, except the miracu¬ 
lous luftre, which the former attributes to them, in order 
to account for the oracle. 

The laft garment, peculiar to the high-prieft, was his 
mitre, or bonnet. Whether, and how far, it differed in 
falhion from that of the common priefts, Mofes doth not 
tell us, neither is it eafy to guefs though their being 
called by different names, and made, at leaft of different 
kinds of linen, inclines us to think, that there was fome 
conliderable difference between them, if notin fhape, yet 
in beauty and richnefs (X). However, the pontifical 
nutre was remarkably diftingulfhed from the common 

bonnet 


' (X) .All that we can learn 

S im Jofephus, St. Jerom, 
( aimomdea, and othetp, con¬ 
cerning this ornament, w, that 
it was akind of Cap not unlike 
an hemifphere, which, con- 
fequendy, did not comedown 
lower than the ears, sod was 
■ wrapped feveral times about 
: ; wiifc* ! pieceof' fine cotton, or 
- fihett, of a CooSderabie length, 
nsd uddifiehiiid the bead with 
• Mae ribband, , oy firing, to 
ent re a t its falling off. jufo- 
fophos adds, that the mitre 
With another of 


fine blue or purple, having s 
triple cro^n of gold about it, 
and that on the top ; juft in the 
middle, it had a kind of golden 
cup turned upwards,- ^%mb- 
lin fJ the bud of a plant, which 
he u there very particular in ■ 
deferibing. The jewilh priefts 
carefully tied their bonnets on 
their heads, becaufe it was 
deemed indecent to appear 
bate-headed. On the contrary, 
the greeted token of icfpeA 
with thkm Was, to be bare¬ 
foot j and this Ss the reatbn 
'Why we find no mention of 
fin** 




fHE* JEWISH HIGH PRIEST IN 
HIS PONTIFICAL HABIT. 
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Heb 
is alf( 
tened 
or firing*. 



to the Babyh)mjh Captiv\ty^ 

8°^*" g 3 ^ « ^ich were engraven in 
^words « Hohnefs to the Lord.” This plate 
other places, a crown, and was faf- 
‘ of die mitre by two bbreabbsuffis. 


We lffiws_ 

fcended from Aaron, 
Eleazar and Itbamar. j 
thefe . two, as being the h 
of the priefthoed; but it 
thence, fhat they were t 
their fatherj for we find 
to years of manhood, 
\agamft the Midianiti" 
tb^re more of age fu' 
tionbs Thefe being 
of a rank and office _ 
fibred in a three-fold 
confec ration, office 
need to fay much j, 
or folemnity ufedin _ 
Their confecration, 
Aaron, which we nit 
performed with little < 
carefully examined, w 
tural. defers and impu 
duced into the court of 
they walked themfelves i 
for that purpofe; the 
bit, they were bro 
them to the Lori 
ed by MofeS, 
tified themed 
hjMsdwd^ejqjteffion 
. atel y f« ebemtfirere 


crxctmmgmrrufit. * 

dut thete were, de- xnw, 

by hist wo 

mentions only, /rur/U. 
dte two main branches, 
lahftrd to. fuppofc, from 
~~ tjNM^ciated under 
’ready come 
he fjhewtfi} 

Sr there 
[ytfund* 
rfi, and 
. , h* con- 

regard to their 
<£fe we (hall not 
of pomp 


frjwf of the foils of fMr com 
'taet article, was fimam, 
f‘i ^2hey were firft 
fro ™ aU na¬ 
if they were intro- 
*—**■» or temple, where 
(.wato^ jeeferved there 
d*edMj'.ds*ir pricflly ha. 

iprefepted 

. 

K-m Waiting, fanc- 
.■’A&sf-their hand* f 
i«r being immedi- 
tion. 


ftloe !, OT IMik «w*« the thmigii but a ftraw. between 

(Witty -•- ?as n|h|f' : 1riS(g nfl- _JL-» ¥ 3 EBft 

obliged to perform their oik* 'werei 

fo*re-foiot; ia/dKi TeAY 

™*y were fi» fcrj) 

® they pereesr 






■ ( 9 ) VMrJoAph. * .Vtfsewrid, 
' hi 



the Wfiory of tbe Jevai 

Their office, which .was federally determined^a lota 
caft attbeir firft coming into waiting, was, differ tfflfcma 
Incenfe, morning and evening in the holy pmce^jmm of¬ 
fer up the daily Crcriflce; to kill, drefs, awe offisup the 
victims proper for the day; to pour theffifoadHTt the foot 
pf the altar; to keep up a continual fip»$n the altar of 
burnt-offerings5 to light the lamga^and to make and 
offer the fhew-breajl upon thejgoiden table, Thpir time 
of waiting, was weekly from fffhbath to fabbath, and quar* 
terly, according to their dales : the age at which they 
were to begin to minifier^was fixed by Mofes at about 
twenty-five, or thirty year! and ended about fifty * j but 
in David’s time they wereltnade to ferve from the.age of 
twenty h . Thofe whom other age or infirmity difabled 
from miniftering, were maintained by the offerings of the 
altar and other perquisites of the priefthood; and any 
Levhe, that willingly offered himfelf to ferve in 
temple aUabis days, Whs admitted to the like mainte- 
nince * (E). 

Hi 

• Numb, iv. j« viii. 14. * 1 Chrpn, juiii. *4, * Chrofl. 

xxxi. 17. 6 Deut. xviii. 6. 


(E) Some other important 
parts of the prieftly office were, 
the inftruftion of the people t 

a ing of controverfies, ofle- 
/, and other pollutions, 
caules of divorce, and the ufe 
of the waters ofjealoufy, of 
vows, .and of the fitnefs or un- 
. fimefs of vidfim#; blowing the 
trumpets, in order to. proclaim 
the &■■>:> h, and folemn feafht 
hecallingof affemblies; found¬ 
ing to war; encouraging the 
combatants; and others of the 
like nature, which have been 
oc ca fi o nally fooken of already. 
But the moft facred part of their 
fon&ion was, thy bearing of 
stearic, preferring the volu mes 
-bf.tJuelaw, jjm bfeffira the 
*’s name. There 
fosse fevere in¬ 
flating to their ef¬ 
fort# of which wese «t- 
e implicit. Of 



foe firft fort were thofe which 
forbad them to make ufe of 
*ny ftrange fire, of drinking 

H ‘ itoxicating li-' 
ry came to mi-' 
were likewife 
anyfacerdotal 
hev had firft 
lads and feet. 
unQions were, 

8 tbe miniftry 
T% garments, 
or with any rent in t(rap;gl oaths, 
becaufe they were tokens *'6f 
mourning. Or with their hair , 
grown to too great a length, 
or their beads uncovered. To 
thefe tbe Talmudiftshave added 
feme others, fuch as fitting 
down, whilft they performed 
ahy part of their office; mak¬ 
ing ufeof the left hand inftead 
. of the right (becanfe Aaron and 
his (am bad their right ears, 
thumb*, and grpat toes, fanfti- 



to the Bobykni/b Captivity. 

*. In Ifcfcd’s time, the two families of Eleazar and Itha- 
aiar, |»««^- better order’s fake, diftinguiflied inrotwen- 
ty-fo«kclafl'A according to the number of each family 5 
fo than^efo|mcr being the more numerous, was divided 
into fixtefl^kjmNithe latter into eight elides. Tbeie took 
their turns in (Sflyniniftry, according as it was affigned to 
them by lot, wfifSliygjs commonly caft before the king, 
high-prreft, and other “Wfons of diftin<aion, to avoid 
fraud and confufion. All, Ofct we fhall add, is, that thefe 
clafles took their names froA their, heads or chiefs, and 
continued to be'called by thenLo the end of that common, 
wealth i and from this the heMs of each clefs af. 
tet wards to be called chicf^pdepi. 

Laws conctming tht Leoius, 

yTheft related either to their-office, or to their privi. 
legt^and income ; fof as to their defeent, the choice 
their tribe, and their confecration, we have already 
occafion to mention all that is material only with fe- 
Ijefit to the laft of thefe, it is obfervable; that this cere¬ 
mony was begun with fprinkling them with the water of" 
reparation, ufed for purifying thofe, who had contra&ed 
any legal impurity, with {having their whole body, and 
wafiling all their cloatbs, beforcthcy were prefented by 
the people to the high-prieft (FL As for their drefs, it 
was the fame with that of tho^eft pf the Ifraeljtes. 

The 


fied by the blood of the^ic- of thefe, which he alfo fubdi- 
tima), and others of lefiycotj- vided into twenty-four cllfles, 
fequence(i). / which were to fucceed one an. 

(F) After DaviddTad opce other weekly ip their turns, he 
fixed the ark gt T^ulalem, by , appointed their foveral furic, 
which rime t^rwere become tjons: to,one he affigned the 
rery numpsros, he made feve* affiftmg the priefta lit the taber- 
*»Wv*.egflary regulations con- pafcte, preparing flour, cakes, 
cerning their different employ- wine, apdoil, .for the {acrificCs, 
meats, which continued tUl the and aft other fervices Of that 
dilution of the Jewifli polity, kind. • The footed tels^sfc 
We havefeen above, that they' pointed to flag and play <m 
were diftinguiflied into three ra-tt&si iaftnunents, at proper 
families, namely, _ Gerfijon, periods of divine ^fericej 
Kohath, and Merari. To each and thethirdtokoepfrtsiftim 


(p) LWlt. x 11. Maisell. ii. .. Dtw, xvii. 1 

iltST**. ** ,n * feq ' 

h ♦ 


VJPW8F 


LtviUs. 


TktW cn 
ftrratim 
and drift. 





fieir re- 
venues, 


The Hifioty of the Jem 

The finger* king Solomon didinguilhed from Attn* hr®, 
thren, by their being allowed to wear a lijff& khA of 
robe, or furptice, when they were upon dusp*; hjit the 
tell Aid not obtain that privilege, till the king 

Agrippa, about the year of Chrift 63^ ajp^abont fix 
year* before the dedru&km of the laft temple. Jofephus 
adds', that the prieits highly re fente ^nt; and obfervea, 
that fuch innovations feldom x<Sfied unpunilhed. It is 
true, he, calls them fingers ; Kit it is plain, he mud have 
been either midaken or nAcopied j unlefs we fuppofe, 
that he there fpeajts of a particular garment, to be worn 
by them at all times, as w/l as at divine fervice. 

' With refp'eft to their revenues, we have chofen to fpeak 
jointly of thofe of the pr|:ds and Levifes, becaufe they 
were intermixed together, at lead in their main branches, 
thofe of the tythes, cities, and fome other perquifites. , 
As for what either of them had in particular, it is icar^C 
worth mentioning. The Levites were excluded, b; an 
exprefs la^of Deuteronomy, from having any lhare in 
the divifion of the land j and had their portion alligned 
them out of the tythes, offerings of the altar, and the re¬ 
demption of the fird-born of the Ifraelites, in whofe 
dead they were fubdituted : but as it was neceffary, that 
they Ihould have fomc certain places of abode, as foon as 
they arrived in the plain of Moab, over-againd Jericho, 
forty-eight cities were alligned them, thirteen of which 
were to belong to the priefb and the other thirty-five to 
the red of the tribe of Levi. The only difference between 
them was, that the cities of theViefts were, for the mod 
part, of the tribes of Judah and Nfienjamin, and confe- 
quentjy nearer to Jerufalem j wherijas thofe of the Le¬ 
vites were didributed by lot, out of aW the other tribes on 
either fide Jordan. With refpedt to tint privilege, which 

11 a Cbron, v. 1*. c Ant. lib. xx. ca&4. 

s. 

guard about the tabernacle, piety, to teach and breed up 
and afterwards about the tern- the younger Levites, either to 
pie. Over thefe claflei he ap- the min'uny, or to expound 
pointed from among them, the law to the people; befides 
proper officers and overfee r» of thofe whom be appointed to 
Several ranks, according to their affift at the courts of judicature 
merit or capacities. He chofe of every city (1). 
likewife men of learning and 


(a) Vide Obad. Btrteoor, Trail. Cbolin. lib. i. fc£t 6. 


fome 



to the Bahylonijb Captivity. 

B d no further than the bare enjoyment 
ire may obferve, that' they had power 
them, as well as the other tribes; only 
ous difference on their fide, that they 
at any time, if they, were able ; and if 
o them on the year of jubilee ; where- 
jioufe s of the laity, which Hood in 
walled cities, if not recfihyricd within the year, were irre¬ 
coverably loft to the firft ofltper c . 

Laws tenoning the ft* Citiei ef Rtfuge, 

Thefe were chofen out of jtofe forty-two; which had Cititt 
been afligned to the tribe of Hevi *. They differed from rtfuge. 
the afyla of the Greeks and lfomans, in *that they were 
defiened to protect innocent perfons only from the rigour 
of the law, in cafes of involuntary homicide, whereas 
K^irs equally flickered the guilty and innocent. There is 
an exprefa command in Exodus with relatjpn to wilful 
murder, that the guilty perfon fhall be tom even from 
God’s altar to be put to death • from which expreflion, 
one may naturally infer, that the tabernacle was a fanc- 
tuary to the innocent, not only during their wandering in 
the wildernefs, but all the time of their abode in the land 
of Canaan ; at Ieaft, the inftance of Joab’3 taking refuge 
there, feenjs to imply as much, though his crime exclud¬ 
ed him from the benefit ofif f . And indeed, fo fevere 
were the Jewilh laws agaipft mwder, that if it was even 
committed in a fray, in yforrefting a fervant, or in fome 
other cafes, which ourAnilder laws call chance-medley, 
the guilty perfbn could not pafs unpunilhed. Where the 
fa£l was accidcntai/and involuntary, the homicide waa 
condemned to alrind of banifhment, till the death of the 
high-prieft ■farjKe time being; infomuch that if he ven¬ 
tured out of^ne limits of the city, it was lawful for any re¬ 
lation qi^fhe deceafed, either to kill him, or fo have him 
Pit to death by the hand of juftice. 1 

Thefe cities were not only for the Ifraelites, but for all 
ftrangers that either lived among them, or came occafion- 
ally. The Jews indeed confine the benefit to thole that 
were profelytes to their religion. 

How, where, and by whom, the examination of the 
man-flayer wag made, in order to his being admitted to* 
or excluded, the benefit of the city of tetuget that is* 

* 

1 Larit. «xt. > 9 , It fenq, t Numb. xxxr. *, • Exod. xzL 

■f * a King! ii *t. 

whether 



The Htjtory of tht Jews 

whether by the next judges of theplace 'where theA^ vcti 
committed, or by thofe of the city whither tbrJ^WaJj fled 
for refuge, is not certainly known. Hoover, Jihere 
feeing to have been a double trial, one beijfcc drudges 
of the city of refuge, and one before wlu»f^*f^text calls 
the congregation j by which are underlWa either thofe 
of the place where the fafl was CoramjXgS, or perhaps the 
great council. As foon therefqg^asa mart had been un¬ 
fortunately guilty of accidcntaThomicide, his firft bufinefs 
™ to fly with all convenient hafte to the next city 
of that kind. The ways 1 tilling to it were to be kept in 
good repair (N), that noting might retard his fpeed. 
When he arrived at the place, he prefented himfelf to 
the judges of It, declaring the occafion of his coming, 
end the mapner of his killing the perfon ; and according 
w hls account appeared true or falfe, he was admitted to, ^ 
or excluded from, their protean. If the avenger nfr 
blood, who was always the neafeft relation of the‘ del 
eeafed, came to demand juftice.he and his evidence were 
heard, and the judges either confirmed their former fen- 
tence in favour of the man-flayer, or delivered him up to 
be punched, If the fa ft appeared to be accidental; he 
was to be conduaed to theplace where it was committed, 
and there tried a fecond time ; then, if found innocent! 
he was rccondtided to the place of refuge, with a fuffi! 
cient guard, and remainefcfree from all further profecu- 
t.on 5 and at the death high-pried:, he was at li¬ 

berty to return to his own h(?m\ This, at leaft, is what 
the generality of interpreters coVlude to have been the 
method of proceeding in fuch cafes\ However, as the ac¬ 
count we have of it from Mofes is fit from being dear in 
this point, and the cities of refuge\cre fometimes at 


(NJ At every place where 
the road paired, a poll was let 
up to direct them, which had 
She Worjl miiialf rtfugt, en¬ 
graven upon it. Every brook, 
or river, was to have a good 
bridge; ail watery places were 
to be drained, and the fur face 
kept finooth and hand. Once 
^ at leaf!, the magiftrates 
uf cjqr were obliged to 
rifit them, and fee that they 
Wfekeptin goodorder j othar- 
■*»b' “ cafe the .avenger 


chanced to nK^ake. and kill 
the flayer, the nfs^jf!ruey of 
the place were judgetTfroilt w.-f.. 
his death. As for the cities of 
refuge, they were to be of a < 
moderate extent, well furniflied 
with water, provifions, artifls, 
and all manner of conve- 
nienciea, weapons excepted. 
The reafon they give for ex¬ 
cluding this laftwas, left the 
ivepgcr ftwuU, in a. fit of 
anger, make ufe of them againll 
the flayer. 

fuch 
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ftteh-fftgftaiice from the place where the fa£t was com¬ 
mitted tffS%the man-flayer might be eafily overtaken by 
the pifecutA before he could reach it, 'we think it, at 
leaft, aS^reafauable to fuppofe, that he went and fu[ren¬ 
dered himfSWWhe judges of the nearelf place; and hav¬ 
ing cleared hTflufelf Before them from the guilt of wilful 
murder, was, by Jr-ard er, conduced fafely to the nest 
city of refuge, ♦here tKeSjagiftrates, on a further hearing 
of the caufe, either confirmed or revoked the fentence of 
the former. It is true, tAt what we quoted out of 
the rabbies in the laft note,%bout the conveniences of 
the roads leading to fuch plspes, would be needlefs in 
this cafe; but we look upon wheir teftimony to be very 
dubious, and in fome cafes plainly erroneous. Thus the , 

Ti^tnud tells us », that thofe cities were to be fituated by 
rivers, in order to be well fupplied with water, and all 
of provilion; that accefs to them was to be eafy, 
ancNvithout afcent; and yet it rather appears that the 
far greater part were built upon rocks. They tell us 
many other particulars there, which we purpofely omit, 
becaufe they are Hill more incredible. 

Befides thefe cities of refuge, the tabernacle, as we IhtaUtrm 
have partly obferved above, and afterwards the temple, t la “ if r# " 
had likewife the privilege of being fanftuaries, efpecially 
the altar of burnt-offering a. The rabbies indeed tell us 
the latter was only for prieftsy*but we have feen the con¬ 
trary in the inftance of Joib/f Thofe, indeed, who wet* 
guilty of wilful morierJf Sheltered themfelves there in 
vain, and were taken Jway from the altar to condign 
punilhment. To thisyend proper judges were appointed 
there alfo, whofe tmnnefs it was to make a ft rift exami¬ 
nation of the cifc,jSnd either to deliver up the criminal 
into the hands pr jufticc, or fend the innocent, under a 
proper efcorj^tb one of the cities of refuge 

The ^minims conftituted the laft clafs of perfons de- 
dijjjted to the fervice of God. Thefe were not of the 
children of Ifrael, but of the Gibeonites, who obtained a 
treaty of peace of the former by a ftratagem. Jolhua 
condemned them to the loweft and moft laborious offices 
in the tabernacle under the Levites, fuch' as drawing of . 
water, and fetching and hewing of wood fot the altar \ 

f Gvmar. Tnft. Maklot. < Vide Philo. Lent, ad Cni. 

' Vide Maimonid. a pud Hotting.' in Good*. lib. li. cep. J. 

Nqte ». »nd Commentator* in Numb. xxxv. ' JoA.ix. »|.*7- 

We 



God* 

ark, the two 


Hifioiy of the Jews 

W® l *> not find that this name of Nethinims w» 
to them till After the captivity, when a fmall 
LTHeff* Eara> thc reft -of Ifraeiif fro) 

Mw(9)- ' j, $ 

II. 0/ Things confecrated to the ,, 

Thefe confi&ed of the tabern acle. 
altars, the candieftkk and its app<?Knanc«*, the table of 

■ rT j r nd v hc < ; ou „ rt * w /«™ a11 ‘he tttenfils there de- 

pofited. Mofes has beftowa*. almoft as many pages in 
deferring the ftrua«re of tfc tabernacle, and ite fump- 
tuous furniture, as he has ^ployed lines in his account 
of <the creation, and yet 4c are left in thc dark with 

‘ and material flgmficat “> n & 1 g reat number of its parts 

*“7 nam * s . but was commonly 
called by that of Ohel, which properly fignifies a tent ; and/ 
fuch tt was, but fo magnificent, both in ftr U aure,%^T 

tir, \*a U r n f s * as 1 . might mf P*re the Ifraelites with 
an awful idea of their religion. The moft coftly and pre- 

Cl0 . ua ® ateria ! 8 ‘hfy bad, brought with them from Egypt, 
and thofe other kingdoms, which they had conquered 

hands^rh^ 1°^*! b ? the Pe#lc, and put into the 

Si. 0 !, ficm -" {e »■ ~ 

The tahernacle was of iu oblong-fquare figure, thirty 
cubits in length, ten cubitsiWd, and ten in height. It 
had two apartments within, divided by a row of four 
columns of fluttun-wood IP), coWred with maiflve gold. 


(O) That name imports as 
much as given ; and Ezra fays 
they were given, or appointed, 
by David and other kings, to 
ferve in the temple under the 
teiri tes; and in anot her place, 
that thej- were children of So¬ 
lomon's fervants, So that by 
****'.d*P e the name, was not 
confined to the Giboonites, but 
gi*eo altb to the Ca- 
npatutei, whom thofe princes 
*h»d conquered and converted. 
fP) St. Jenun fyys, this is 


a hard*fmooth wood, free 
frojn kiihy, and of exquifite 
beauty anh. lightqefs; info- 
rtiuch that 7 k' rich ufed to 
make ferews ofScl for their 
prefTes ; that its leavfcs and co. 
lour were not unlike the wfiSo 
thorn, but that it grew to fuch 
a height aa to be fawed into 
boards of a confiderfble length, 
aed’that it was not found in 
the Roman empire, but only 
in the uncultivated parts of 
Arabia (i). 


(.XHisrotu Comm. in Jed, iii. »d finem. 


fixed 
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fame number of pcdeftah or fockets of Cher. 
To tit to^pr chapiters of them was fattened, by golden 
hooksl a ri»i embroidered curtain, which divided the 
whole t'eadtij, of the place, and diftinguifhed the out¬ 
ward, cangsUhfcstfoly, from the inward apartment, called 
the Mott Hol^jt ^r the Holy of Holies. The latter was 
but ten cubitsdee^j and confequently fquare. The other 
extended twenty cubifo'P’k^d at the entrance, at the weft 
end, hung a fecond curtafrvto another row of five co¬ 
lumns, of the fame fabric wiJb the former, only the bafes 
of thefe were of brafs 5 and this concealed the infide of the 
holy place. The curtain, oryhe veil, that parted the 
Holy from the Mott Holy place, was made of the richeft 
(tuff, both for matter and w(i*kmanfhip $ adorned with 
cherubim, feftoons, and other ornaments, curioufly 
, embroidered. The whole was enclofed on the north, 
and fouth fides, with boards of the fame wood, 
covered alfo with plates of gold, and fixed below and above 
into fockets, or mortices, like the columns. Thefe ‘ 
boards were ten cubits in length, and one and a half in 
breadth, fattened to one another by a five-fold row of 
golden rings, at equal diftance, one over the Other, five 
to each board ; and through thefe were run five bars of 
gilt fhittim-wood, which locked, or unlocked them on 
thofe three Tides. As for the eaft end, it had no boards, but 
was Theltercd by a veil, liket^rft which divided the two 
apartments, except that this was only adorned with 
flowers, leaves, and fuchjfte embellilhments, of needle¬ 
work d ( 5 ). 

* F4°d* xxvi. 36. 

were made to hang down to 
the ground on’the three tides 
that were boarded, whilft they 
left the outward veil open to 
public view, on the weft end, 
which was the entrance into 
the facred place. The tnoft 
holy place had no light but 
what the -confer gave, when 
the high.prieft went into it on , 
expiats-im day. A* for the 
holy place, it was enlightened 
by the golden candlettiek,with , 
a fufficieat number ofbraaches. 


(S) The tabernaclafiad four 
different covering^the two 
innermoft of ^J-.dautiful light 
blue mohaiymiped with fear- 
let and -purple, or crimfon, 
ana adorned with cherubim. 
The undermott of the other 
two was of rams Heins, with 
the wool on, of fcarlet dye, 
and the uppermoft of badgers 
fltins, of a light blue. Thefe 
two laft were intended to pre¬ 
fect the others from wind and 
trin; for which realba they 



uutmtrcy- 
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Of the Mtrcy-Stat and Ark if the Tejtii 

Thefe were the two Chief obje&s depditi 
holy place, and the former was as a 
latter} for which reafon fome interpret 
that this was all that was meant by 
Moft ver Rons more properly fen ' 



mod 
Ver the 
fancied, 
kaphoreth. 
propitiatory, 


ercy-feat; becaufe God 
to have delivered his 
ave dwelt between the che- 
'efides, it is plain, that it had 


others the oracle *, and ours i 
is faid to have heard their 
oracles from thence, and to 
rubim which covered it. 

more than ordinary fanjdity attributed to it, and that it 


was looked upon as the place of God’s immediate pre¬ 
fence r (T.) ft 

The ark was a fniall cheft made of fhittim-wood, and 
covered with beaten gold, having the fame dimen lions in. 
length and breadth, as’thofe of tne mercy-feat; its beipht 
was equal to its breadth that is, one cubit and a 'half. 
It is called the Ark of the Covenant, and the Ark of the 
Teftimony; the ' firft, becaufe it was a fymbol of the 
covenant made between God and his people, and con¬ 
tained the two tables of it, the pot of manna, and Aaron’s 
miraculous rod, which were depofited as fo many wit- 
nefl'es againft every deviation of the people. On each 
fide were two gold rings, and through thefe were fattened 
the two bars by which it ui^d to be carried on the prietts 
Ihoulders. 


• Hieron, Vulgat. & al. 


(T) It was of pure gold; 
the length of it two cubits and 
a half, and the breadth one 
cubit and a half, fo that it ex- 
aftly fixed the dimenfiona of 
the ark. It was fitted with the 
cherubim that over-fludowed 
it, in a frame, or, as Mofes 
calls it, a crown, not of a 
round, but. qbloog-fquare fi¬ 
gure, which doled the upper 
part of the ark, like a rim or 
ogee. As to the cherubim, 
it U certain that they were 



vi. 19. a Sam. vi. Sc feqq. 


made, of gold; but whether 
folid, Wid call of the fame 
piece, %i in the fame mould, 
with the\;ercy s feat, as fome 
J ewiandChnifewi tenderit (z), 
or Only chafed antkhammered, 
as the original, which n al jr 
exprefies it by hardened gold, 
feems rather to intimate, is not 
worth difputing. Theyftretch* 
ed out their wings on high, 
with their faces turned down 
towards the mercy-feat (3). 


(a) Vide Child. Paraph. R. Sail. Art. Montan. Tremel. ft alib. 
ism.yer. iJ, (j)Exod. ut.as, 

Befides 
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. Befi&s the ark and mercy-feat, there was Hill, in this 
ihoftfho^jplace, the volume of the law, which Mofes 
gavefhe Le^tes to deport by the fide of the ark. * As to 
the bS»>k itfetf, we mull not fuppofe that it was the only 
copy, fe*«|g itfc^puld not have been lawful for the high- 
priefl to fetcWtout and in but on expiation-day; whereas 
the public readihig.of it was to be on the fealt of taber¬ 
nacles. We may tiicAjore fuppofe with the Jews, that 
there were feveral copies’ntVr, and that this prototype was 
thus carefully preferred to Prevent the rell from being 
corrupted. Laftly, after the \\rk was brought back from 
the Philiftines, they depofitem by the fide of it, that 
little cheil with the golden mice and haemorrhoids. 

The utenfils in the holy place^were, the altar of incenfe, 
the golden candleftick, and the table of fhew-bread. 

The altar of perfume is fbmetimes called the Golden 
^ltar, becaufe, though it was made all of fhittim-wood, 
was fo well covered over with that metal, that it 
looked like a folid piece of gold. It is alfo denominated 
the Inner Altar, to diftinguifh it from that of bumt-offfer- 
ings, which flood without the tabernacle. Its ufe was to 
bum incenfe morning and night, and to be fprinkled with 
the blood of the facrifices, which were offered for fins of 
ignorance, committed either by particular priells, or by 
the people in general. It was one cubit fquare, and 
two cubits high, fo that the fmpife had.Hill eight cubits to 
afcend. Two bars of the farryt wood, covered with gold, 
and put through four gold ferved to carry it about, 

like the ark, only thefe might be taken off. There was a 
golden crown, ’or ornament, like an ogee, round the top 
of it, and .four horns, on the four corners (U), like wife 
covered with gold- 

The 


{ U) The vragfiieren fignifies 
either abor *or a ray of 
• frc.j,- which fignification, per¬ 
haps, as Cunxus obferves, 
' thofe rays which (hone about 
Mofes’a lace, may eafily have 
been transformed into horns ; 
fo that thefe, on the corners 
of the altars, might probably 
he nothing elfe but ornaments 
refembling the rays of the fun. 
However, thofe who think 


them to have been in fhape like 
the horns of an ox or ram, 
may as probably guefa rightj 
fince any of thefe forms might 
□ nfsvcr the purpofea for which 
they feem intended; namely, 
in this fmall altar for the 
greater cafe and fteadiaefs in 
moving and carrying it about; 
and, in the great altar, for 
lying the vi&ims to them, ac¬ 
cording. to the ailufion of the 
pfalraifli 
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a golden border or crown, which may be fuppofed to be 
a kind of rim round it, like that of our tea-tables r . 

The court of the tabernacle was an oblong-fquare, one 
hundred cubits in length and fifty in breadth, enclofed on 
all but the eaff^fide, which had an opening of twenty 
cubits for the pnells and Levites, and people to go in and 
out with their offerings. This enclofure was not defigned 
to conceal what was done in. the court, fince the curtains 
that furrounded it was done with a kind of net or point- 
work, through which even the heathens might have a view 
of the enclofure. Thcfe curtains, which Mofes, there¬ 
fore, calls by a particular name, to diflinguifh them from 
thofe of the tabernacle, whofe ufe was of a different na¬ 
ture, were fupported by four rows of pillars, probably of 
fliittim-wood, with brafs pedeftSls or fockets, and adorned 
with filver fillets, or rather chapiters, for fuch they were 8 . 

The altar of the burnt-offerings was placed at the eaft jn tar 0 f 
end of the court; and one may fuppofe it to have flood at burnt-offer 
fuch a convenient dillance from the tabernacle, that nei- mgs. 
tlier the fmoke of its conftant fire, nor that of the victims, 
which were burned upon it, might damage its outward 
veil. This altar is alfo called the Outward, to diltingBifh 
it from that of incenfe, which was within the fantfluary. 

We have already taken notice that it was made of fhittim- 
wood, arid covered over with brafs. It was five cubits 
fquare, and three cubits high; aod becaufe it was port¬ 
able like the other, it had four brafs rings, through which 
the two bars were put when it was carried upon the priefls 
fhoulders. It had four horns, at the four corners, of the 
fame wood, and covered with the fame metal, but their 
ffiape is equally uncertain with thofe of the other altar. 

In the cavity of it, which may be luppofed to be as capa¬ 
cious as the fize of^he altar would admit, was hung, by 
four brafs rings, a'crofs-bar grate, which reached down to 
the middle of the cavity, and through this the afhes fell. 

The grate was to be placed under that part which is ge¬ 
nerally rendered the compafs of the altar ; but is vari- 
oully underftood, in order to fave the wood from being 
confumed within the copper-work. 

It was on this altar that the facred fire, which defeended 
from heaven at the confecration of the tabernacle, was to 
be continually kept. If it be alked how this could be pre¬ 
ferred in their marches, when this, and all other uten- 
fils, were wrapped up in feveral coverings, the upper- 

f Exod. xxv. 13, ft Jeqq. s Exod. xxxviii, 18. 
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mult of which was of badger’s fkins, without either burn¬ 
ing thofe coverings or extinguifhing the fire, we need 
not have recourfe to miracles, as the rabbies do here and 
every where elfe. We may reafonably fuppofe that the 
carcob, or veflel, which field the fire, and was to be 
taken 6fF when they decamped, was carried in fueh a 
manner, as to preferve fire enough to kindle a greater 
blaze, when occafion required, as on the morning; and 
evening facrifice. 1 

The brazen laver is the laft confiderable utenfil ithat 
Hood in the court of the tabernacle. It was conveniently 
fituated, between the ealt end of it and the altar of burnt- 
lavei. offerings. Its fhape and fize not being mentioned fay 
Mofes, weean afimn notjiing certain of either. Itfarved 
for the priefts to wafh their hands and feet, who Were 
exprefsly forbid, under fevere penalties, to prefume upon 
any part of their fun£lion till they had performed that 
ceremony*.;' and, fecondly, to wafh the entrails and legs 
of the vtclims *. Some Jews fancy that there was an¬ 
other refervoir of water for the laft ufe k ; as we find it 
ordered in Solomon’s temple, where the brazen fea was 
for the foie wafting of the priefts, whiHl there were 
ten other lavers bolides for the clearifing of the vic¬ 
tims '. If this was'not the cafe here, we mud fuppofe, 
that they only took the water out of the laver into-fome 
other veffels, to wafh *thofe entrails in; for it was not 
even lawful for a prieft to wafh his hands and feet in 
the fame water. For this reafon they fuppofe that the 
laver h$d a quantity of cocks, at which the water was 
fet to, run upon their feet firft, and then upon their 
hands, and was received into a bafou underneath ”. 
This fountain wasto be kept continually replcnifhed with 
water h (X). 1 

To 

B*0di XX*. » 9 , fefeqq. ‘ Uvit. axii. i*, &Ceqq. . * Kimch. 
w l«W: . » Chron. iv. 6. “ Miftin. ap. Arr. Mnntan. 

^S):,Moies teas us, in an- even ventured to turn 
other chapter, that this brafs brafs, there mentioned,] into 
fiver, and its foot, were made Heel, as if thofe ancient inir- 
ot the lookmg-gUflcs of the rors had been made of no other 
women, that came in crowds metal. For our part, wc uke 
to the door of the tabernacle ; it for granted, that they were 
an c.vprcllion which has given made of other metals alio, fuch 
ground forvariousfpeculations; as brafs, tin, iilver, and the 
and fome interpreters have like, and fome of brafs, mixed 
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To thefe particulars we might add a multitude of other 
furniture fubfervient to other ufes, fuch as kettles, pans, 
frying-pans, ovens, fhovels, tongs, pickaxes, hatchets, 
cleavers, knives, forks, tables, tubs, trays, and difhes; all 
of which are either made of brafs, or of wood covered 
with it; but it is fufficient to have named the molt con- 
fiderable. The charge of all thefe was committed, the 
molt facred articles to the pricfts, and the reft to the Le- 
vites, whofe bufinefs it was to pack and cover them with 
proper cloths and Ikins made for that purpofe, whenever 
they removed from one place to another. 

Thefe are the principal laws relating to the worfliip of 
God, or, as they are called, of the firft table ; but before 
we proceed to thofe of the fecond, it will be neceflary to 
fay fomething of thofe which»related to the profelytes (Y). 

There 


with tin or (ilver: the laft of 
which, Pliny tells us, were 
the mod elleemed ; but we are 
apt to think, that there is an 
error crept into the text, or an 
exchange of one letter for an¬ 
other like it; and thatitlhould 
be rendered, he made the laver 
and its foot of a brafs like the 
looking-glades of the women 
that crouded about the door of 
the tabernacle; hy which is 
meant, that he made them 
either of the fame metal, or 
that he gave them the fame 
degree of brightnefs orfmooth- 
nefs. And, it what an ancient 
father tells us, be true, of the 
Egyptian y'Dinen, that they 
ufed to go into the temple with 
a looking-giafs in one hand and 
a timbrel in the other, it will 
ftill give us a greater light into 
the meaning of the Hebrew 
women wearing fuch an orna¬ 
ment when they came to the 
tabernacle (4). 

(Y) The text diftinguifhes 
them oply by the words ger, 


a traveller, or fy earner \ and 
neker, a fir anger, or alien. 
However, we may make a 
three-lold didinftion of them; 
namely, of fuch as continued 
Hill in their idolatry, and the 
religion of their fathers; fuch 
as had renounced it to worlhip 
the only true God, but re¬ 
mained dill uncircumcifcd, or 
Ifound themfclves, as the Jews 
pretend, only to the obferva- 
tion of the Noachid law; and 
ladly, thofe who by circum- 
cifion were bound to obferve 
the Jaw of Mofes, and were 
entitled to the fame privileges 
with the Ifraelites. It is true, 
they were not to differ anyof the 
firil fort to live among them ; 
but it is plain by the fequel 
that they became extremely 
remifs and negligent in this 
refpedl, and were often re¬ 
proved for it by the prophets. 
The fecond fort were called 
gare halhahar, Jtrangerj af the 
gate , from the expreifion often 
ufed in the Pentateuch, “ the 


(4) VideExod. xxxviii. 8. Tremel. in loc. Cyril. Alcxand.de 
Adorat. in Spirit, lib. ii. ap. Calm, fub vac, Miroir, 
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There was an exprefs command of God, that, if any 
flranger was defirous to be admitted to eat of the Paif- 
over, he was firfl to be circumcifed ; then he was to be 
admitted, not only to the grand folemnity, but to all the 
other religious privileges, in common with the Ifraelites b . 
Of this number was a great part of the mixed multitude, 
which came with them out of Egypt, and of the conquered 
inhabitants of Canaan. And indeed the condition of 
thofe who became circumcifed was fo much preferable to 
that of thofe who continued in their old religion, that the 
number of the former encreafcd very much •, and this en- 
crcafe is fuppofed to have put the felfifh Jews upon the 
diftinftion between profelytes of the gate, and profelytes 
of rightcoufnels ; the former of which continuing uncir- 
cifed, and being Lound toiobferve only the precepts of 
Noah, were kept in a hate not many degrees better than 
llavery. We find no lefs than a hundred and fifty-three 
thoufimd and upwards of this kind in Solomon’s time, who 
were all employed in the molt fervile and laborious works =. 
J3ut becaufe this would have proved a moft effeffual way 
to have made them embrace the Jewilh religion, in hopes 
of bettering their condition, the Jews tell us that they 
admitted lew, if any, efpecially in the happy reigns of 
David and Solomon, leh they Ihould be induced to con¬ 
form only from worldly ends J (Z). 

Mofes made likewife fpme difference between nation 
and nation, with refpeff to their admiiTion into what he 
terms the congregation of the Iaird. The Edomites were 
received after the fecond generation, bccaufe they were 

b Exod. xii. 48. Numb. ix. 1*. c 1 Chrnn. ii. 17, iS. 

rf Maimon. Vide Seld, de Synedr. Buxiorf. Synagog. & alii,. 

lb-anger that is within thy rcafon they add, that they were 
gates.” But when any of refufed three times; but if 
either fort became circum- they perftfted in their delire of 
•fifed, they were then diflin- being admitted, thev were 
guilhed by the name of gate then to be circumcifed be- 
hahereth, grangers or profelytes lore two or three fulficient wit- 
<f the covenant , and gare zedek, nefles; to be baptized, in 
projehtes of rigbteoufncfs. order to walh away the filth of 

(Z) The Talmud compares heathenifm ; and latlly, to offer 
thofe proleivtes to the rufl in up the ufual facrifices for fin, 
iron, or ulcers in the body; & c . after which they were re- 
a»d adds, that too much cau- ceived as fervants of the God 
tion could not be taken in the of ifrael. 
admiflion of them. For thia 


' brethren; 
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brethren ; and fo were the Egyptians, becaufc Ifrael had 
been a itr.viger in Egypt. The Moabites and Ammo¬ 
nites, on the contrary, were not to be admitted till after 
the tenth generation, as fome underftand the text, or, ac¬ 
cording to the letter of the original, not even after the 
tenth generation ; becaufe, inllcad of receiving the 
Ifraclitcs with hofpitality, they hired Balaam to curfe. 
them (A). Baftards, and all illegitimate ifiue, were under 
the fame exclufion (B). The AruaieLites, as wellj as 

eunuchs 


fA) The Jewsobferve, that 
Mofcs exprefles himfelf only 
in the mafculine, Ammoni, 
and Moabi, a man Ammonite , or 
Moabite , to intimate, that he did 
not mean to exclude a woman 
from being admitted upon fome 
extraordinary account. For 
Ruth, though a a Moabitefs, 
was, for her extraordinary 
piety, married to Boaz, the 
great grandfather of David. 
Rut this is not the only inftance 
of their admitting perfons ex- 
prefsly excluded by that law¬ 
giver. 

(B) The original word is 
mamzer , by which the Jews 
generally underhand, not only 
all kindot incefluous and adul¬ 
terous ifiue, but likewife chil¬ 
dren begot in fornication; and 
even in wedlock, when either 
of the parents tv ere Canaanites, 
or of any idolatrous nation, 
and unconverted. The Sep- 
tuaginr, Vulgate, and the ca- 
noniils, take it to fignify only 
the Ion of a proftitute. The 
truth is, the right meaning of 
it cannot be fixed, becaufe it is 
ule’d only in this place, and in 
Zechariah ; but in neither is 
explained by the context. 
What has induced the Jews to 
underftand it of inceftuous, and 
other unlawful iflue, is that 
the mamzer is mentioned juft 
before, and put upon the fame 


foot with the Ammonites and 
Moabites, who were born in 
inceft; but if that were the 
iafe, how came the two Ions 
of Judah, Pharez and Zarah, 
whom he had by his daughter- 
in-law Tamar, not to be re¬ 
puted fpurious ? If it be find 
he knew her not, yet it is plain 
(he knew him; and the Jews 
pretend, that eitherin inceft or 
adultery, though neither party 
be confcious, as when a wo¬ 
man, believing her hufband 
long fince dead, marries an¬ 
other, or vice verfa ; yet the 
ifiue of fuch marriage is mam- 
zer, or Jpuriqus ; fo that ac¬ 
cording to this canon, thole 
cwo, and their pofterity, ought 
to have been excluded. Again, 
as to the children of whore¬ 
dom, it is plain they have not 
always been rejefted, fince 
Jephtha, who was both judge 
and general in Ifrael, was the 
fun of a concubine. We muft 
therefore fuppofe, either that 
thefe were particular cafes ex¬ 
cepted, or, which is moft pro¬ 
bable, that mamzer fignified 
fomething different from either 
of thefe ; perhaps the children 
begot by a Hebrew upon a 
Canaanidlh or any idolatrous 
woman, in order to deter them 
from fuch unlawful mix¬ 
tures, by the confideration, 
that the iflue of them inufl be 
M z excluded 
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eunuchs of all kinds, were totally excluded; the former, 
becaufe they were under the divine anathema ; and the 
latter, becaufe their condition Was accounted a legal de. 
fea k (C). 

Laws of iht Second Table, concerning the JcwiJh Government, 
and the Cujioms relating to it. 

The patriarchal government becoming impracticable, 
by reafun of its being branched into fo many families) 


k Exod, xvii. 14., & feq. 

excluded from all the privileges 
of the Ilraelitifli common* 
wealth, both civil and reli¬ 
gious ; but whatever it meant 
at firft, the Jewilh canonills, 
according to their ufual rigour, 
have extended it, not only to 
all illegitimate iflue, but even 
to that whole legitimacy is any 
ways doubtful (1). 

(C) What is meant by "not 
entering into the congregation 
of the Lord,” is not precifely 
known ; fome underhand ,by 
it, their being denied admit¬ 
tance into the Ifraelitilh com¬ 
monwealth by circumcifion; 
and others, their being only 
excluded from places of au¬ 
thority. This lad opinion is 
the mod probable, and mod 
received among Chridian in¬ 
terpreters. The Jew’s, how¬ 
ever, underhand it of contraft- 
ing affinities and intermarriages 
with the Ifraelitilh women; 
for it was a received maxim 
among them, that the children 
followed the quality of the 
mother. Every profelyte of 
vighteou fnefs was obliged to 
preumcife all the males, and 


Vide Levic. xxi. zo. 

baptize all the females, in his 
family, under the age of thir. 
teen 1 but thofe who were 
above that age might chufe 
whether they would fubmit to 
it, or remain in their own re¬ 
ligion. On the other hand, 
thofe under thirteen could not 
be admitted to profelytifin, 
without the confent, either of 
their parents, nr, in cafe of 
their lefufal, that of two or 
three judges. In this cafe 
their admidion was looked upon 
as a new birth, and their pa¬ 
rents were no longer edeemed 
as fuch ; infomuch, that they 
believed rhefe kind of new con¬ 
verts received new fouls alter 
baptifm. We find feveral 
other regulations concerning 
the prerogatives of thele pro- 
felytes in the Talmud, and 
other Jewilh writings, which 
we fliall not dwell upon ; but 
(hall only take notice, that 
their admidion did fo totally 
cancel all former ties either of 
blood or alliance, that even 
parents and their children 
might intermarry without com¬ 
mitting inced (2), 


(1) Seld, ubi fapra, Sc de Jur. Nat, Sc Gent. lib. v. cap. 
16. & Lib. d« Succeffi Bon. lib. ii. Sc alib. palT. Munft. ubi 
fupra, Se Al. It. Plate, Neg. 117. (») Vide Seld. ubi fupra, Sc de 

]. fJ, Sc G. Sc Jac. Alting. Difput. de Profelyt. Leo de Moden. 
port y. tap. j. Calm, fob Voc‘. Pfofelyte, & al. 

i>nft 
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and the precepts of Noah, or rather the laws of nature, 
being, perhaps, partly forgot, and partly corrupted, dur¬ 
ing the Egyptian thraldom -, God was pleafed to declare, 
that himfelf would be their king, and appoint proper 
vicegerents, from time to time, under whom the heads 
of families fhould govern, and admini/ler juftice, in ex- 
aft conformity to his Jaws. Mofes was declared the hr It 
vicegerent ; and “gave a Jaw, or rather a boily of Jaws, 
and an-inheritance, unto the congregation of Jacob, and 
was king in, or over, JeJhurun, that is, over Ifrael (D), 
when the heads of the people, and the tribes were ga¬ 
thered togetherthat is, as we tinderJland the original, 
when the divided power of the heads of tribes and fami¬ 
lies centered in one head. To him fucceedcd Jolliua, 
the judges, and lalbly the kinjjs ; but Jlill by God’s ap¬ 
pointment. ' 

With refpefl to the latter, we find nothing in the 
whole body of the Mofaic laws, to enforce an obedience 
to them, except the command, “ Honour thy father and 
thy mother which alluded mod likely to the patriarchal 
government ; and a diredl prohibition againft curling the 
tulers of the people ; whereas there are feveral very ex- 
prefs laws to reltrain the kings from abiding their power, 
and oppreffing their fubjeffs. Of this nature are thofe 
that exclude all ftrangers from being raifed to that dignity; 
that forbad a king of Ifrael to multiply horfes, wives (L), 
or liehes, and to marry (trange women ; that oblige him 
to write a copy of God’s law, to read and meditate upon, 
and to govern himfelf by it, without deviating from it to 
the right or left; that enjoin him to make choice of per¬ 
rons of wifdom and integrity to be judges over the people ; 
fo that they had no other enforcement for the people’s 
obedience and loyalty, than their free promife and oath of 
allegiance whillt they themfelves were tied to their juft 
and equitable government, not only by their oath, but 

(D) The word JeJhurun is mote than David had, who ij 
derived from jajbar, la be recorded to have had but iix- 
riyjjicous ; which name is given teen ; and by multiplying 
them, not fo much for their horfej, they underlland, hav- 
righteoufnefB, as for that of ing more than ferved him, and 
their progenitors, Abraham, his retinue; but we fhall flicw, 

Ifaac, and Jacob. that if there was any fuch oral 

(E) What the Jew’s under- law, Solomon made very light 
hand by multiplying wives, is, of it in either cafe, even Jrom 
that he (hall not have above the very firft year of his 
eighteen at a time, that is, two reign. 

M 4 by 
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by the moll flrift and fevere injunctions and menaces 
from the Divine Being. 

Neverthelefs they looked upon themfelves as accountable 
to God only; it is plain from their hiftory, that they 
made no fcruple of tranfgrefling the law in numberlefs 
inltances ■, and their power was fo great, that none dared 
to controul them, or even reprove them, except fucli 
prophets as were commiflioned by God for fo doing. 
Their being anointed, at lead in the beginning (F), by 
fome celebrated prophets and appointed fovereigns of a 
nation, which the Scripture Ityles a royal piielthood, 
gave them a full power, not only in matters purely civil 
and military, but in ecclefiaflieal affairs alfo (G). What 


(F) TheTalmudifTs tell us, 
that the immediate heir of a 
king, who had been anointed, 
was himfelf proclaimed king, 
yitbout unffion, efpecially in 
the family of David ; and that 
the ceremony was only ufed, 
when a younger fun was pre¬ 
ferred to the elded, as in the 
caTe or Solomon. One thing 
is certain, that the cullom of 
confecraling any thing to God, 
by this protution of oil, is very 
ancient, as appears from the 
inflance of Jacob’s anointing 
the pillar ot Beth-el, How 
much earlier it began, and 
how introduced, is inipnfiible 
to guefs; but it is plain, that 
it continued in ufc, during the 
whole Mofaic difpenfation, in 
the dedication both of men and 
things ro the immediate fer- 
vice of God. Of the fiidkind 
were the kings, prieds, and 
prophets; and of the fecond, 
all the facred utenfi'.s of the ta¬ 
bernacle (i). 

(G) This is indeed denied 
ty many divines, who think, 
that they never esercifed any 

(i) Vide Gen. xjrviii- 18, & fcq. 
Melakim, cap. 2, (3} 1 5am 


profound 

authority in rhe latter, as 
kings of Ifrael, but as pro. 
phets, nr.d infpired perfons, 
inch as were David and Solo¬ 
mon. But the contrary plainly 
appears from the reformations 
and regulations, which Heze- 
kiah, Jehofhaphnt, Jofiah, and 
others made, who were nei¬ 
ther prophets nor infpired per¬ 
fons. We have already taken 
notice, that they had power to 
confult the oracle or uriin; 
and, indeed, they were com¬ 
manded In to do upon all emer¬ 
gencies, as well as the grand 
council, or fanhedrim, over 
which they prelided, when¬ 
ever they pleafed to aflifl at it 
(2). David, after he had been 
anointed king, eWn in Saul’s 
time, confulted the divine 
oracle concerning the fuccefsof 
his undertaking (3). They had 
likewife the abl'olute power of 
life and death; and though, ac¬ 
cording to the law of Mofes, 
no man was to be put to death, 
till he had been conviffed be¬ 
fore proper judges, and upon 
the evidence of at leafl two or 

(>) Vide Maimon. Haiak, 

1, xxx, 7, p. 


three 
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profound refpeft was paid to the regal dignity, appears 
both from the fubmiflive language with which the kings 
were addreffed p, and the humble manner of approaching 
them; infomuch that even queens and prophets proi- 
trated themfelves with their faces to the ground before 
them, as Nathan and Bathlheba did to Davids. 

Laws and Cujlms relating to Judgti and Courts of Judi¬ 
cature, 

We need not fpeak here of thofe judges, emphatically 
fo called, who governed Ifrael from Jofhua to Saul ; 
thefe, as we are taught, were appointed, from time 
to time, by Gnd himfclf, entirely governed by bis 
laws, and in doubtful cafes by his Spirit : they had the 
fupreme authority during life, and differed in nothing 
from kings, but in title, pomp, and grandeur. They 
could make peace and war, fummou the tribes to arms, 
ami confult God by urim and thummiin. The people re¬ 
paired to them for judgment, and they took yearly cir¬ 
cuits through the land, to adminiftcr juflice; but whe¬ 
ther this circuit was undertaken to afford opportunity of 
appeal from the judgment of inferior courts, as the der¬ 
nier refort, or in order to decide doubtful cafes, is not 
eafy to determine. 

But, betides thefe. Mofes, and after him, thofe who 
direfted the Ifraelitilh commonwealth, were commanded 
to appoint a number of judges and magillrates in all cities, 
to adminiftcr juftice f to the people ill every tribe. We 
find feveral denunciations againlt thofe, who fliould fuffer 
themfelves to be briber! to aft contrary to the ftrift laws 
of juftice; but as they were appointed by the kings, their 


p i Sam. xxv. i;, & fcqq. & ver. 40, & feqq. a Sam. xiv, 
pafT xxiv. abb. a 1 Kings, i. jfi, a;. 


three witneffes; yet we meet 
with frequent inhances of per- 
fons put to death by the foie 
will of the prince. The cafe 
may be prclumed to have been 
the fame with refpeft to pro. 
perty, by the inllances of Me- 
phibolhcth, and his fervant Zi- 
ba (4), andothersof the like na¬ 
ture. From that of Naboth (5), 

(4} 1Sam.xix.19, 


we may likewife conclude, that 
in tome cafes, the chares of 
perfons condemned devolved 
to the king; but from the 
laws lately mentioned againft 
oppreffing the fubjefts, it ap¬ 
pears rather to have been a ty¬ 
rannical ufurpation, than any 
eflablifhed prerogative. 

(i) 1 Kings, xxi. paflira. 

virtue 


Courts of 
judicature* 
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virtue rofe or fill, according to the chara&er of the f 0 . 
vereign. 

Thefe courts were held at the gates of the cities; bui 
how they were kept, or how many judges belonged tc 
each, whether power was equal, or fonte were fuburdi- 
nate to others, cannot be learned from Scripture. In p/u. 
ccfs of time, they became fo corrupted, that the prophets 
were often obliged to exclaim againft them. One of them 
having been fent to Jehofhaphat, to denounce God’s 
heavy judgment againft Ifrael for thofe abufes, that good 
king immediately fet about making a thorough reforma¬ 
tion, appointing new judges in every walled city, fome 
of whom were of the tribe of Levi, and charging them, 
in the moft preffing terms, to be more watchful and up¬ 
right than their predecefh/.s. He likewife appointed two 
tribunals for the city of Jerufalem ; one, confuting chiefly 
of priefts and Levites, for matters of religion ; and the 
other, which was moftly made up of the heads of families, 
fur matters of ftate. In this condition they are fuppofed 
to have continued till the captivity, abating that, as the 
princes became more and more wicked, fo did the judges 
under them, till God was provoked to drive them out of 
the land (H). Thofe tribunals took cognizance of all 

civil 


(H) Befides the grand cjun- 

cil of fevenry, to which, the 
Jews pretend, all other tribu¬ 
nals, throughout the land, were 
fubordinatc; the Talmudifb 
tell us, there were two other 
courts, doc confiding of three, 
and the other of three and 
twenty judges; and thefe were 
conftituted in every city and 
town that had one hundred and 
twenty inhabitants, according 
to tome, or fo many families, 
according to others. The firil of 
thele courts was only chofen pro 
re nata, one arbiter by each par¬ 
ty, and the third by the other 
two : their cognizance extend¬ 
ed no farther than to fmall 
matters, fuch as fervants wages, 
petty larcenies, refiitution, and 
the like; neither could they 
icflicl a heavier puni/hment 


than fcourging. That of twen¬ 
ty-three was allowed to judge 
of all capital caufes, and to 
condemn criminals to death: 
if there arole any difference in 
their judgment, the enufe was 
carried by the majority ; fur 
which reafon they fay, their 
number was to be odd ; but in 
cafes of momenta and of a du¬ 
bious nature, the high-piit’fi 
was to be confulted. If a man 
was condemned to death, he 
was immediately led to execu¬ 
tion ; a crier walked before 
him, proclaiming the crime 
he was to die for; to the end 
that, if any perfon knew any 
thing towards his exculpation, 
he might be brought back to 
the judges, and have a fecond, 
and, if occafion offered, a third 
hearing. The fame indul¬ 
gence 
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civil and criminal cafes, even where the offence was of a 
religious nature ; fuch as idolatry, blafphemy, witchcraft, 
and facrilege ; for which reafon the prieits and Levite 3 

were 


^eiice was allowed him, if he 
'complained of being unjuftly 
condemned, whilft he went to 
the place of execution; in 
which cafe, he waB Id chufe 
two wife men to plead for him, 
and, if poflible, to obtain a re- 
verfion of the fentence; but 
if in neither cafe he could 
pruve himfelf innocent, he was 
then to be forthwith executed 
by the witneffe ; for it is here 
to be obferved, that, if the 
crime was fuch as dcferved 
hanging, the criminal was firft 
to be ftoned to death, and then 
hanged. But, before execu¬ 
tion, he was to be exhorted to 
confefs hiS crime, and to pray 
that his death might atone 
both for it and all his other 
lins: then they gave him a 
dofe of wine mixed with 
myrrh, or frankincenfe, to 
ltupify him ; after which he 
was put tu death. Jf he was 
to be hanged after it, as in 
cafes of idolatry and blafphe¬ 
my, they flayed till about an 
hour before fun-let, then tied 
his hands bshind him, and 
hmfhng him up, let him hang 
till julh before fun-fet, at which 
time he was taken down, and 
both the halter, and the gal¬ 
lows, or tree, were buried 
with him. They except, how- 
ever, out of the cognizance of 
thefe courts of twenty-three, 
all cafes, whether criminal or 
civil, which related tu the high- 
prieft, to a whole tribe, and to 
lalfe prophets, which, they 
pretend, were only to be tried 
by the grand council. The 


twenty-three judges fat in the 
form of a half-moon ; in the 
centre of it was the prefident, 
whom they call nalli, or 
prince ; having the ab belli din, 
or father of the ftnate , at his 
right-hand ; the reft fat on 
each fide, according to their 
feniority, or merit. At each 
eiyi was a clerk, or fecretary, 
who took the depofitions in 
writing: fome add a third, 
whofe office was, to gather the 
votes of the court; at the feet 
of the judges fat their difciples 
in three rows or forms, whofe 
bufinefs was, to ubferve every 
thing that was faid or done ; 
and thel'e were chofen to fac¬ 
eted thofe on the bench, either 
at their death, or when they 
became unqualified by old age, 
or any other impediment. 
The accufed perfon was placed 
upon an eminent place in the 
court, that he might be eafily 
feen, by all; and the witnelTes 
flood fronting him ; thefe were 
to be diligently examined, and 
their charafter enquired into; 
and if any flaw was tound in 
it, they were fet alide ; but if 
any was found to give falfe evi¬ 
dence, the talion law was his 
portion ; that 13, he was con¬ 
demned to the fame punifli- 
ment as his evidence would 
have brought upon the inno¬ 
cent. The foterim, that is, 
the officers or executioners, 
were alfo to attend the court 
conftantly, with rods and 
leathern fcourges in their 
hands, to execute the fentence 
of the judges; the accufed 
perfon 
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were appointed to afiift, if not to prefide in them. The 
next in authority to the magiftrates were natural parents; 
to be honoured and obeyed in a mod particular man¬ 
ner f . St. Paul obferves, that this is the firft com¬ 
mand with promifej and the punilhment of difobedient 
and wicked children was no lefs fevere. It was death for 
any perfon to curfe or ftrike his parents, or even to con¬ 
tinue in a ftubborn difobedience to their commands. In 
this laft cafe they had power to infli£l any punifhment 
but death upon them; and if that proved ineffedlual, they 
might then bring and accufe them before the judges, 
who, upon full proof, were obliged to condemn them to 
death, without mercy or delay. And now w r e are upon 
the fubjeft of puniihmenfs, it will not be improper to 
conclude this article with an account of thofe which were 
either appointed by the Mofaic law, or infiifted at the 
arbitrary will of the prince. 

Of the firft kind were fines, by way of compenfation 
for wrongs, theft, and fraud. Selling for flaves thofe 
who were not able to pay their debts, or make fatisfa&ion 
for any injury committed. The talion law, “ eye for eye, 
tooth for tooth, ftripe for ftripe,” and flagellation, but the 
number of ftripes was not to exceed forty. The capital 
punifhments were of four kinds; (toning, burning, be¬ 
heading, and ftrangling. Stoning was the molt ufual; 
and when the law condemned a perfon to death, without 
naming the fpecies, this was always underftood to be 
meant. The crimes punifhed by this kind of death were 
inceft, fodomy, beftiality, raviftiing a betrothed virgin, 
or even her defilement, though by confcnt; blafpheming, 
fabbath-breaking, witchcraft, idolatry, enticing others to 


'Exod.xjc.u. Deut, v. iS. & alib. 


perfon was likewife allowed a 
cnunfellor to plead for him, 
who was called ba hal rib, the 
majfcr of the proerfi ; and he 
flood on the right hand. After 
a full hearing, the votes were 
gathered and examined; and, 
according to them, the per¬ 
fon was either abfolved, or 
condemned, in words to this 
purpofe; “ Thou, Simeon, 


art innocent;” “ Thou, Ju¬ 
dah, art guilty:” if the latter, 
and his crime was capital, he 
was immediately put into the 
executioner’s hands, and led 
to execution; but if the crime 
was fuch as only deferved 
fcourging, it was forthwith 
performed before the whole 
court (3). 


(5) Vide de his Milhn. Trail. Sanhedr. cap. v. Maim. M. Kotr. 

is »1. 

idolatry, 
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idolatry, rebellion againft parents, and offering one’s feed 
to Moloch. For fome of thefe laft the criminal was like- 
wife hanged, after he had been ftoned to death. With 
refpedt to the place and manner of execution, the malefac¬ 
tor was carried out of the city, and after he had confeffed 
his faults, the witneffes came and laid their hands upon 
his head, faying aloud, “ Thy blood be upon thee,” and 
threw the firft ftone ; then the reft of the fpe&ators 
helped to execute the feutence*. This praftice, however, 
null be underftood of regular cafes, for there were others 
of an irregular nature. A blafphemer, idolater, adul¬ 
terer, was ftoned upon the fpot w ithout further trial. But 
thefe ought rather to be looked upon as the effefts of 
licentious fanaticifm, though encouraged under the fpc- 
cious title of Judgment of Zeal, 'founded upon the aftion 
of Hhinehas h , of which we fliall fpcak in the fequel ‘of 
this hillory. Burning was a punifhment tried before 
Mofes, as appears by Judah’s condemning his daughter-in- 
law to the flames. The Mofaic law adjudged the daugh¬ 
ters of priefts to be burned for incontinency 1 ; and Achan 
was condemned to be ftoned and burnt for facrilege k . 
Thefe are the only two inftanccs in which that punifhment 
is mentioned. The Jews tell us, alfo, of fome other 
crimes which were punifhed with it, particularly fome 
kinds of inceft h They add, that it was two-fold ; namely, 
burning with fire, and with melted dead poured down the 
criminal’s throat h . 

Beheading, according to the Jewifh doctors, was only 
Uiflicfed on murderers andidolaters ; but we find nothing 
like it pratftifed before the captivity, in a judicial way (I). 

But 

e Deut. xvii. 7. *> Numb. xxv. 6. Sc feq. < I-evit. xXi. 9. 

1 Jolh. vii. 18. 1 Mof. Kotz. in Traft. Sanhedr. cap. i. 

■ 

(I) The text makes no ex- criminal converfation with z 
plicit mention of (trangling ; priefl’s daughter. The crimi- 
hut the Talmudifts reckon lix nal being immerfed in dung to 
forts of criminals that were the knees, two executioners 
fomlemned to it; namely, tied a napkin about his neck, 
•hofe that ftruck their parents ; and twilled it till he was quite 
men-ftcalers; the priefts that fuffoeared. AH kinds of cri- 
retufed to conform to the de- minals were buried apart by 
termination of the courtfatfe themfelves, and on the fame 
prophets, or thofe who pro- day, together with the inftru- 
phelied in the name of talfe ments of their death, whatever 
K ’ds; he that defiled another they were, to blot out as much 
"tan’s bed; and he that had as poffible, the remembrance 
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But the mod dreadful of all punifhments, though not 
capital, was excommunication, efpecially that which 
they call fhematta(K), anfwering to the Syrian maran- 
atta, ufedby St. Paul *, which fignifies, in both tongues, 
the Lord comes, or is at hand b . Enoch, the feventh from 
Adam, is fuppofed the author of it, becaufe St. Jude 
quotes that faying of his, “ Behold, the Lord cometh 
with ten thoufand of his faints to execute judgment (L)”. 

Laws 


* i Cor.xvi. 11. 
ofit. Crucifixion was not a 
Jewifh, but a Roman punifh- 
ment (i). 

(K) The Jews reckon three 
kinds, or rather degrees, of ex- 
communication. The firft they 
called niddui, from nadah, to 
feparatc , or put from one ; fo 
that this word was indifferently 
ufed to exprefs tliofe that were 
feparated for any uncleannefs, 
or crime that came within this 
degree of excommunication. 
The time of its lading was 
limited to thirty days; and yet 
the delinquent could either 
Ihorten it, by doing ppnance, 
or lengthen it by ftubbornnefs, 
even to the end of his life. In 
this lafl cafe his children could 
not be circumcifed; and, if he 
died impenitent, the judge or¬ 
dered a Hone to be thrown into 
his coffin or bier, toffiew that he 
deferred to have been ftoned. 

The fecond degree they call¬ 
ed cherem anathema; and 
this, they pretend, was more 
fevere than the niddui, be¬ 
caufe it excluded the perfon 
from the fynagogue, and from 
all civil commerce, which the 
other did not. But SClden 
has proved, that there were 
really but two kinds of excom¬ 
munication, the leifer and the 
greater; and that the terms 


>> Ver. 14 

niddui, cherem, and (hematta, 
were ufed indifferently. The 
lafl, however, according to 
them, was this fhematta, pro¬ 
claimed by the found of lour 
hundred trumpets, as pradfifed 
at the curfing of Meroz by 
Deborah. A perfon fo ex¬ 
communicated was never re¬ 
ceived again into the congre¬ 
gation ; and fome pretend, 
that it was even lawful to put 
him to death. For this reafon 
they derive the word from 
Jham , there , and mattah , death. 
In our opinion it is derived 
from two Hebrew words figni- 
fying the name , and at hand ; 
and this anfwcrs to the Syriac 
maran-atta , which bears the 
famefenfe. As for the crimes to 
which thefe excommunications 
were annexed, and the manner 
of pronouncing them, or of 
abfolving thofe that had in¬ 
curred them,, the reader may 
confult Selden and Buxtorf, or 
the learned Hottinger. (a). 

(L) The Jews fetch the 
origin of it both trom thole 
frequent expreffions in the M«- 
faic writings, “ That Saul 
fliall be cut off from Iliad 
and “ thou (halt put away evil 
froth the midft of thee:” and 
more particularly from the 
words in Deborah's fong, 

(v) Dilf, Hift. Theol. d= 

it Cui'fe 


(1) Vide Trail. Sanhedr. ubi fupra, 
Fcenitcnt. p, 49, Sc feq, 
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Laws again/} Murder. 

Mofes tells us, that, from the time of the flood, mur¬ 
der could not be expiated but by the death of the mur¬ 
derer % whatever might be the punifhment of it before 
that time. God not only forbad this crime in the Deca¬ 
logue d , but appointed avengers to punifh the guilty perfon 
wherever he Ihould be found : he permitted him to be 
torn from the molt venerable fanfltuaries to condign pu- 
nilhment; and exprefsly forbad both the avenger and 
judges to make any compofition ° (M). As foon as the 
judges, who lived near the place where a man was found 
murdered, were informed of the fadd, thdy were to ex¬ 
amine what town was neared to it, and to fummon the 
elders of that city, who were thereupon obliged to bring 
an heifer, that had never been yoked, and to drive her 
into a rough uncultivated valley, and there (trike her head 
oft; thefe, and the priefts, were then to wafli their hands 
over her, and to profefs that their hands had not (bed 
this blood, neither their eyes feen it done; after which 
ceremony, they were to pray to God not to lay it to theit 
charge f (N). 

Laws 


c Gcn. ix. 6. d Exod. xx, 13. xxi. ii. Deut. v. 17. Levit. 
xxiv.17,&al. c Numb. xxxv. ii, 11. f Deuteion. xxi. 1. 


“ CurfeyeMeroz, faid the angel 
nftheLord; curfe ye bitterly the 
inhabitants of it.” But with¬ 
out enquiring into the validity 
of thefe fubtle etymologies, 
we find a more exprefs form of 
it in Ezra and Nehemiali, who 
excommunicated ail rhofe who 
refufed to repudiate their 
ftrange wives, and exadted an 
oath trom the people, to avoid 
all affinity and commerce with 
them. 

(M) The only cafes, there¬ 
fore, in which one man might 
lawfully kill another, were, 
1. When the avenger of blood 
found a man-flayer out of his 
place of refuge, z. In a man’s 
own defence. 3. In defence 
of a brother Ifraelite. And, 


laflly, an infant might like- 
wife be deftroyed to preferve 
the life of the mother. To thefe 
the Jews add, that which they 
call the Right of Zeal, by 
which it was lawful for any 
number of men to fall upon 
a perfon who was caught in 
any abominable (aft, fuch as 
blafpheming, or offering his 
feed to Moloch, and to kill 
him upon the fpot. Thus the 
Levites went out, and killed 
three thoufand of the worlhip- 
pers of the golden calf; and 
Fhiuehas punished an abomin¬ 
able whoredom with death. 
Thus was the life of the indi¬ 
vidual left at the mercy of on 
ignorant and frantic multitude. 

(N) Wherever we find fe- 
vere 


Murder. 
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Law I again/} Adultery, and all other unlawful Commerce of 
Sexes. 1 he trial of Adultery, or Waters of "ftahufy ; con* 
cerning Marriage and Levirate. 

Again/ InCeft, rape, fodomy, and beftiality are forbid by other 1 
adultery. exprefs laws, under pain of death, as well as adultery. 

As for fornication, though it was not made capital in 
fome cafes, yet it was forbid by feveral laws ; the dif¬ 
ference was, that any woman, who ventured to marry in 
the charafter of a virgin, and proved otherwife, was to 
be (toned ; whereas, if a man deflowered a virgin, he was 
to pay her father fifty (liekels of filver, and to marry her, 
without having it in his power to put her away in the 
fequel. Adultery was pui^iihable with death in both par¬ 
ties, whether they were both married, or only the woman; 
but we cannot affirm the punifhment of a married man 
to have been the fame, who committed adultery with an 
unmarried woman ; for, befides that the crime was not 
alike with refpeft to foricty, it is plain, that Mofes was 
forced to indulge them in fome other particulars as unjus¬ 
tifiable as this ; fuch as polygamy and divorce, which are 
juftly condemned in the Gofpcl. However, with refpeft 
to the wives, as there was a neeeffity that they fhould be 
kept under drifter ties, to prevent ftrange mixtures in 
families; fo, in order to deter them from all unlawful 
liberties of that kind, as well as to prevent thofc that were 
innocent from being unjudly fufpefted, and ill-treated 
by their jealous hufbands, recourfe was had to the 
Waters of Jealoufy, with the promife of a conftant mi¬ 
racle, by which the guilty ffiould be puniffied in a very 
dreadful manner, and the innocent cleared with ap- 
plaufc. 

Waters of When a man had conceived a miftrud of his wife’s con- 
jeatoufy. tinency, he was to bring an offering for her,' peculiar to 
this cafe; namely, a cake made of barley-meal, without 
oil or incenfe, and to put it into the hands of the pried ; 
at the fame time he brought his wife aifo, and declared 
■what grounds he had for fufpefting her; the pried then ‘ 

vere law* enacted againft par- neceflary, therefore, to enaft 
ticular crimes, we may pre- fuch laws, for the purpofe of 
fume thofe crimes prevailed to fociety, as might, in fome 
an uncommon degree. The meafure, fupply their natural 
Hraelites were cruel; audit was want of humanity. 


took 
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took the aceufed woman,before the Lord, either to the 
tabernacle or temple, Uncovered her head, and,put the 
offering into her hand, whilft he himfelf took feme holy 
water, impregnated with wormwood, or fome fuch bitter 
herbs, into which he put fome of the duft of the floor, or 
pavement, together with the words of the curfe, written 
at full length, importing, that if fhe had been guilty of 
defiling her marriage-bed, thofe waters'fhould fwell and 
burft her belly, and rot her thigh ; but if fhe was inno- 
cent, they fliould have no power to hurt her. Thefe words 
he firft read to her aloud, and, if fhe perfifted to go 
on with the trial, fhe anfwered Amen. He was then to 
blot out the words of the curfe in the bitter water, for they 
were written with a kind of ink which could eafily be 
walhed away; then he gave*her the water to drink, 
whilft he took the offering, or cake of jealoufy, out of her 
hand, and waved it to the Lord, and burnt part of it 
upon the altar ; if lhe was guilty, it was fuppofed that 
the water would burft her belly, and rot her thigh, 
and that fhe would immediately expire. When no 
fuch effefts enfued, lhe was declared innocent, and the 
hufband cherifhed her the more, for having given him 
fuch an eminent proof of her chaftity'(O). This 
ceremony mighthave been inftitutedonly in terrorem, and 
yet prove very effeftual, both in keeping the wives within 
the bounds of conjugal fidelity, and the hufbands from too 
lightly fufpedling them of a breach of it; efpecially when 
corroborated by another circumftance, which the Jews men¬ 
tion, that thefe waters could have no effefl upon the wife, 
how guilty foever, if the hufband had likewife been guilty 
of tranfgrefling the laws of wedlock f . Whether the Ifrael- 
ites had feen any fuch cuftom in Egypt, or in any other 
nation, which they thought it expedient to imitate in this 
particular, vie will not affirm; but it is plain, that almoft 
every country, on the face of the earth, has fince, had a 
kind of trial, or ordeal, not only for cafes of incontinency, 
but almoft for every crime. 

, Mofes contented himfelf with reftraining the Ifraelitcs 
from marrying within certain degrees of confanguinity, 

• Numb. v. 14, & feq. < Seld. de Syaedr. & Uxor. Htb. 

Buxtorf, Munft. in Numb. v. Biftug. Hep. Htb. lib. i. cep. u. 

(O) This ii all that we find other circumfhmcet relating to 
in the Mofaic law. The Tel- thit ceremony, which we 
mu dilb have added feveral fhould be loth to warrant. 

Voj.. II, N which 
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which had, till then, been permitted, to prevent their 
taking wires from,among the idolatrous nations, with 
whom they lived. This was the reafon which Abraham 
gave for ending a wife for Ifaac from his own kindred *: 
and his dependents followed his example, till they be¬ 
came exceedingly multiplied. By the law of Mofes, the 
degrees of consanguinity within which no individual could 
marry, were tfeefe: a father or mother; father, or mo¬ 
ther-in-law v the brother or lifter of one’s father or mo¬ 
ther i a grandfon or grand-daughter s an uncle or aunt; 
a fan or daughter-in-law j two brothers or fitters by the 
mother fide ; becaufe the Jews looked upon this confan- 
guinity to be greater than the paternal degree, perhaps 
from a belief, that the njother contributed moft to the 
generation of the child k ; a brother or fifter-in-law ; the 
huiband or wife of an uncle or aunt; the father and fon, 
or mother and daughter, either together or one after 
the death of the other l . The breach of any of thefe in- 
ftitutions was deemed inceftuous, and punifhed with 
death. As for the other laws relating to matrimony, they 
feem to be taken from the praftice of the patriarchs (P). 

The fame remark may be made on the law called the 
Levirate, which obliged a man, whofe brother died with¬ 
out ifliie, to marry his widow, and to raife up feed to his 

( Gen. xxiv. 3, & fetji * Phil, de Spec. Leg. Clem. Alex. 
Strom, ii. - * Levit. xviii. 6, Be feq. 


- (P) The Jews did not con¬ 

tent themfelvea with the fmall 
allowance of two wives, as we 
may infer from the examples 
of David, and Solomon, and 
many others: but it mull be 
bbferved, that they made a 
diftin&ion between the wives 
of the fit ft rank, and thofe of 
she fecond. The firft they 
called nsfhim; and the others 
pilgafhim ; which tail, though 
moft verfions tender by the 
woid concubines, harlots, and 
profittutes j yet, in none of 
thofe places of Scripture, 
where that word occurs, which 
are about thirty-fix, is any 
fuch finifter fenfe implied. 


However, there is a two-fold 
difference between thefe, and 
wives of the firft rank: firft, 
with refpect to the manner of 
taking them ; namely, the 
latter with the>ufual ceremo¬ 
nies, and the former without; 
and, fecondly, with refpeft to 
their authority, and the ho¬ 
nour paid (0 them and their 
children. Maimonides tells us,' 
from the Talmud,, that a mao 
might have as many wives as 
he could maintain, even to aa 
hundred; and that it was not 
in their power to hinder him, 
provided he bad riches and 
firength fufficient for them all. 


brother i 
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brother; for this is no more than what we find had been 
the practice in Judah’s time. However, Mofes doth here 
leave it, in fome meafure, to a man's choice, whether he 
will comply with the law, or not ; and, in cafe of a re- 
fufal, the widow could only fummon him before the 
judges of the place, where, if heperfifted, fhe untied his 
fhoe, and fpit in his face, and faid, "Thus fhall it be 
done unto the man, that refufes to build up his brother’s 
houfe or family after which difgrace, he was branded 
with the appellative of " the man whofe fhoe was unloof- 
ed.” To this number we may alfoadd aifotherlaw, which 
obliged the hufband to pay down a competent dowry for 
the wife, or, as the Jews termed it in their contrails, to 
pay the price or equivalent of lyr virginity * ( Q^_). From 
thefe and fuch inftances, we may likewife conclude, what 
was their way of courtfhip, or rather of contrafiling and 
celebrating their marriages. The former was transited 
by the parents and relations, on both fides •, and when 
the matter was agreed, the bridegroom was introduced to 
his bride ; prefents were exchanged on all fides j the con* 
trail was Ggned before witnefies; and, after confumma- 
tion, the bride tarried fome time with her relations; fhe 
was afterwards fent to her hufband’s habitation, with 
finging and dances, to the found of feveral inftruments. 
It was cuflomary with the parent^ to contrail theft mar¬ 
riages, whilft their children were very young ; and this 
prafitice was called efpoufing ; after which both parties 
continued with their parents till they were of age to con- 
fummate. As for the daughters, whether they were 
cfpoufed or not, they were kept very ftrifil, and fecluded 

S Maimon. in Ifhoth. cap. Hi. ft ft. i. 

( Q_) Thlls Abraham fent fefling hia inability to pay a 
his fleward with confxderable dowry anfwcrable to Saul'* 
riches to prefent his future daughter, the king acquitted 
daughter-in-law, and her re- him for an hundred prepuce* 

, lations : Jacob purchafed his of the Philiftinea ; and the pro- 
’ two wives at the price of four- phet Hofea bought a wife for 
teen years fervitude ; and when fifteen pieces of hirer, and a 
Hamor came to aft his daugh- fmall quantity of barley: fo 
ter for his fon Secheln, he bid that a man might be truly faid 
h*n raife the price of her to have purchafed, as well as 
dowry as high as he pica fed. to marry a wife (i). 

David likewife modeflly con- 

(i) Vide Gen. xitiv, pafiim. Sara, avifi, as, if feq. HoCiii. *■ 

N 2 from 



the Hiftory of the Jews 

from the fight of men; though this cuftom feems rather 
to have been adopted, after the misfortune of Jacobs 
daughter, than borrowed from their neighbours, who 
made no fcruplc to fend theirs to feed watertheir 
Bocks, as we find in the instance of Laban s finer and 
daughters, as well as thofe of Jethro among the Midian- 
jtes From this fequeftration of the unmarried damiels, 
they were denominated. Hidden or Concealed. There 
was likewife another law, which forbad heirefles to marry 
out of their own tribe, from which the reft were exempt¬ 
ed • but a man was left to his liberty to marry, not only 
in any of the twelve tribes, but even out of them, pro¬ 
vided it was with nations that ufed circumcifion ‘; fuch as 
the Midianites, lfhmaelites, Edomites* Moabites, and 

Egyptians (R). . . , ., 

We do not find, that marriage was accompanied with 
any religious ceremony ; fuch as going to the tabernacle 
or temple, offering facrifices ; or even that it was per¬ 
formed by, or before a prieft : only, from the exam¬ 
ples of Ifaac with Rebecca, of Boaz with Ruth, and ol 
Tobias with Sarah, we may conclude, that the parents 
and the reft of the company, did pray for the profpcrity of 


the new-married couple. 

Plurality of wives was no great charge or incumbrance 
on the Jews, confidering their fimple way of living : do- 
meftic affairs were the* province of the women ; whilft 
that of the hufband was the bufinefs of the fields and vine¬ 
yards : dreffing viftuals, the care of children, fpmning, 
carding, and weaving, are often mentioned in Scripture, 
as the occupation of women ; whilft their hufbands chofe 
the more laborious works. 

Divorce, which was permitted to the Jews, had never 
been pra&ifedby any of the patriarchs, whatever it might 
have been by other nations. The law, relating to it, is 


a Gen. xxiv. j S , Sc feq. * Numb, xxxvi. paffim. 


(R) Accordingly we find 
that Mofes married a Midian- 
ite; Boa» a Moabite; Maa- 
chah, Abfalom’s mother, was 
the daughter of Talmai, king 
of Gelhur ; Amafa was the fon 
of Jether, an Ifhmaelite, by 
Abigail, David's filler; and 
Solomon, in the beginning of 


his reign, married Pharaoh’s'* 
daughter. Whenever, there¬ 
fore, we find him, and other 
kings, blamed for marrying 
ftrange women, we mull un¬ 
derhand it of thofe nations 
that were idolatrous and uncir- 
cumcifed. 

exprefled 
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exprcfled to this effeft 1 : “ When a man hath taken a 
wife, and married her, and it come to pafs, that (he finds 
no favour in his eyes, becaufe he has found in her fome 
uncleannefs ; then let him write her a bill of divorcement, 
and give it into her hand, and fend her out of his houfe. 
And when fhe is departed,— the may go and be another 
man's wife; and if her fecond hufband hate her, and 
write her a bill of divorce,—or if he chance to die,—her 
former hufband lhall not take her again to be his wife, 
after fhe is defiled; for that is an abomination to-the 
Lord.’’ The queftion is here, Whit is meant by the 
words, “ if he find any uncleannefs, turpitude, or naked- 
nefs, in her The Jews are divided in tbeir opinion about 
it; the Chriftians are altogethexias uncertain ; fome con¬ 
fining it to adultery, and others to all enormous crimes, 
fuch as idolatry, and apoftafy ; which lalt the Scriptures 
often call fornication, and is the word made ufe of by our 
Saviour for adultery. Neverthelefs, we cannot believe 
any of thefe cafes to be meant by the words of Mofes ; 
becaufe, as thefe were all capital crimes, it would have 
been ridiculous to have ordained a divorce againlt fuch as 
were to be put to death. We think rather, that it meant 
fome involuntary uncleannefs, whether natural or con- 
trafted, which rendered her loathfome in J?is eyes, or un¬ 
fit for the nuptial intercourfe k (SJ. 

Lawt 

1 Deut, xxiv. l, & Teq. k Vide Jofeph. Ant. lib. iv. cap. 1. 

& lib. de Vit. fua ad tincra, & Phil, de Special. Legib. przc, 6, & 7. 


(S) The form of the bill of 
divorce was to this effedt : 
“ Such a day, month, and year, 
I, fuch an one, of fuch a 
place, upon, or near fuch a 
river, do. of my own free 
eo'nfent and choice, repudiate 
thee, fuch an one, my late 
, wife, baniih thee from me, 
and rellore thee to thy own 
liberty ; and thou mayelt 
henceforth go whither, and 
marry whom thou wilt: and 
this is thy bill of divorcement, 
and writing of expulfion, ac¬ 
cording to the law of Moles 

fa) Vide Mof. Kotz. fob ijj. 
“eld. Buxtorf, Sc Goodw. 


and Ifrael.” Signed by two 
witnefies ; and delivered in the 
prefence of as many, at lead. 
From this time, the wife was 
as much at her liberty, as if 
Ihe had been a widow; only 
in both cafes, the was obliged 
to (lay, at leaft, ninety days, 
before (be was married to an¬ 
other, left (he Ibould .prove 
pregnant by the laft (z). 

.Touching the controverfy, 
whether women might like- 
wife divorce their hufbands 
upon the lame ground, we do 
not find any fuch indulgence 

k Mof. JBgypt. part, it fob ss ■ 

N | granted 
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Laws againjl Theft. 

As to theft, it muft be obferved, that the Jews under, 
ftood the words in the Decalogue, “ Thou lhalt not (teal, 
of mcn-ftealing; and thought that the other fort of theft 
was implied in the lift precept, “ Thou lhalt not covet: 
hut we (hall include them under the fame head. 

The ftealing of a man was the only capital theft under 
the law pf Mofes (T). And whether the ftolen perfons 
had been fold, or were Hill in the poffeffion of the thief, 
he was to be put to death *. All other theft was pumlhed 
by reftitution, and the addition of a .fine, according to the 
nature of the theft; only the man, that broke into a 
hoiife in the night to rob, might be with impunity killed, 
though not in the day-timfc. He that Hole an ox, was to 
reftore five oxen ; if a fhcep or a goat, four Iheep or four 
’ goats; but if he had neither killed nor fold them, but 
they were found alive with him, he was only to pay .two 
for one. In cafe the thief had not wherewith to make fa- 
tisfaftion according to the law, it was lawful for the pro- 
fecutor, if an Ifraelite, to fell him; but not, if he was a 
profelyte of any kind ; neither could the former fell him 
to any but an Ifraelite. If he bad a wife and children, 
they might likewife be fold with him, till fatisfaftion was 
made to the offended ; at lead it feems to have been fo un, 
derftood and praftifed^by the Jews, in cares of debt, 
though Mofes mentions none here but the thief. 

i Exod. xxi. ,6. 

granted to them by Mofes, for her to marry another, till 
Unlefs in the cafe of a virgin (he had firfl obtained a divorce 
betrothed by her parents be- from him. He adds, tharSa- 
fore (he was twelve years of lome, After Sf Herod the Great, 
age, who might then refufe to was the firft wlyr took upon 
ratify the contratt, which her her to repudiate her hulband, 
parents had made, without whofe example was foon rbl- 
giving any other reafon, than lowed by others, mentioned 
that flie did not like the perfon > by the fame author (3), 
defigned for her: but this can- (T) The Jcws however con, 
not be called a divorcement, fine it to the ftealing or an lf- 
becaufe there is no marriage in raelite. As for the ftealing of 
the cafe. Jofephus therefore ftrangers, the Offender was not 
thinks, that a diTorce was fo to be put to death, according 
far from being permitted to to them, but only to make 
Women, that if the hulband reftitution. 
fiarfook her, it was not lawful 

{jJ Jof. Ant. lib, xv. cap, ». xviil, 7 xx. ij. fit in Vit.fua. 



When a man was fafpeQed of theft, and the profecutor 
had nof Efficient proof againft hi®, he might bring him 
before the judges, andhave both him, and thofe whom he 
thought hk accomplices, examined upon oath. If they 
could he afterwards proved forfwoin, they were put to 
death, not for the theft, hot for the perjury. The fame 
law reached alfo to the receiver, or concealer of ftolen 

g oods, knowing them to be fuch ■ j for fo they uuder- 
ood the words, “ He lhall bear hk iniquity.” 

All kind of ufury, whether of money, grain, apparel, 
&c. was likewife forbid by the law of Mofes, from one 
Ifraelite to another} in which cafes, the uftirer might be 
compelled, by the judges, to refund his extortion. They 
were commanded on the contrary, whenever a brother 
was waxed poor, to fupport* and affift him with fuch 
things as he needed, without propofmg to themfelvci 
any other advantage by fo doing, than the bkfling of 
God * : but of ftrangers, that is, of the Gentiles, they 
were permitted to take ufury} yet £o a a not to opprefs 
them by too great extortion (U). 


Lews againft bearing falfe Witnefu 

Tbe foundation of thefe is in that of the Decalogue, 
“ Thou ihalt not bear falfe witnefe againft thy neigh¬ 
bour The judges were bound fo abide by the teftimony 
of two or three witnefles, cfpecially in capital cafes, a 
Angle evidence not being fufficient to condemn any man f. 


Laws againft coveting another's Property. 

The tenth precept of the Decalogue, “ Thou fhaft not 
covet thy neighbour’s houfe, wife, &c»” is juftly efteem- 


n Levit. v,,. » Exod. xxii, sj, tc feq. Levit. xxv. j«, 

4 P-q Deut. xxiii. 19. • Exod. XX. 16. xxiii. >. Deut. 

v» 10. f Deut. xvii. 6. 

(U).Qppreffiag of fervant* ooed enormous crimes, cog- 
and hirelings; defrauding, or nizabie by the judges, who 
even demining their wages, were impowered to caufe fuit- 
though but one night, deny- able fatufa&jon to be made, 
uie them neceffaty food, and Talong things in pledge from 
refpite j* private mifehiefs, the indigent, of which they 
fuch as milleading the blind, flood in con flaw need } fuch 
or even another’s cattle; re- ar their garments, bed-cloaths, 
moving of land-marks; digging -the nether or upper mill-ftone, 
of pits, and leaving them un- was no left forbidden, . 
covered} were likewife reck- 
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lli| ffc Utfiory of tkejews 

ed, l>y the-JewilH do&ors, the prop and foundation of a]l 
the other laws of the fecond-table-, and he that obferves 
this, is in no danger of breaking the reft. Whether the 
ancient Jew 4 underftood it in that ftritt and refined fenfe 
which the Gofpel implies, or only of fuch overt-a&s as 
tended to the procuring of any thing by unlawful means, 
is not eafy to determine. The Talmudifts, however, con¬ 
demn by it, the very defire formed and indulged in the 
heart, though it doth not proceed to action r. 

An Abridgement of fame other mixed 'Laws relating to Food, 
Raiment , Planting, Sowing, Decency, and Cleanlinefs ; 
and of fuch Difeafes as excluded Men from common Society. 

gainfl Of all the food prohibited by the Mofaic law, blood 

•ting of way be reckoned in the fifft place, that prohibition being 
'out. as old as the deluge. We find it exprefsly forbidden by 
Mpfes, in feveral places, not only to the Ifraelites, but to 
the ftrangers that lived among them, even under pain of 
death. It feems to have been put on the level with facri- 
ficing one’s feed to Moloch ; for, it is faid that God will 
fet his face againft him that tranfgrefles in either cafe; 
which expremon is not ufed in any other prohibition. 
The reafon given for this interdiftion, is that the blood 
(which is alfo the life) of the viftim, makes atonement 
for fin ’ j purfuant to which declaration, the tabernacle, 
with all its utenfils, waS at firft purified with it; the co¬ 
venant between God and the people was ratified with 
blood ; and without blood there could be no remiflion of 
fin '. 

'ndta* Next to the blood, was forbidden likewife the flefh of 
\eats. ' a confiderable number of beafts, fowls, fifties, and rep¬ 
tiles, which were deemed unclean. This diftinftion, 
however, of clean and unclean, can hardly be fuppofed to 
have its.origin from the Mofaic law, and to hate been ufed 
proleptically, when the hiftorian mentions it even before 
the flood*. We {hall not, however, enter into a nice feru- 
tiny about the animals thus forbidden; but refer the cu¬ 
rious to the learned BochartV elaborate treadfe on that 
fubjedt*; and mention only the general rule, which Mo¬ 
les has given to diftinguifti the clean from the unclean, 
which the reader may fee in the following note {%). 

' " . 'With 

r Vide Free. Neg. i;8. q Levit. x*ii. 11. > Heb.ix. »%• 

te alib. paffira. * Gen. vii. s. < Hieroioic. paflim. 

(X) Of beafts, whatever the hoof, was to be reckoned 
chewed the cud, and divided clean; and whatever had hot 

both 



to the Batyhnifls Captivity. 

With rcfpeft to the article of raiment, Mofes has left 
no pofitive laws, except that which belonged to the 
priefts, of which we have fpoken elfewhere ; and where 
he orders the people to wear blue fringes to the borders of 
their garments, for a remembrance, that they were now 
no longer to live after their own will, but after the com¬ 
mands of God. The two mod remarkable of the nega¬ 
tive kind, are thofe that forbid the promifeuous habit of 
both fexes, and the weaving ot two different fluffs, fuch 
as linen and woollen, in'the fame garment *. The firft is 
fuppofed to have been defigned to prevent the fhameful 
abufes which might attend fuch difguifes ; and the fe- 

nb. xv. 38,^9. Deut. xxii. 

• 

ootn cncic quauncations, as indolent life, and yet can eat 
the fwine, which divideth the of them all without any incon- 
, hoof, but doth not chew the venience : but the reafon is 
Cud; or the camel, hare, rab- given in the text, namely, be- 
bet, which chew the cud, and caufe in all facrifices, the fat 
do not part the hoof, was for- was to be burnt upon the altar, 
bidden as unclean. Of fowl, as appertaining unto God (3), 
all carnivorous birds, fuch as The flelhofbeafb torn in pieces, 
the eagle, vulture, and the or that died of themfelves, 
like; ail that had four feet, was likewifeforbidden (4). 
and yet flew, as the bat. Of All that needs to be farther 
fifties, all that had fins and added, with refped to unclean 
feales were lawful, and all that animals, is, that though the 
wanted either, were forbidden, touch of them, while alure, 
Qfinfsds, all that had wings was not defiling,, yet that of 
to raife themfelves from the their carcafes was; infomuch 
earth might be eaten,- but that even the veffels and li- 
whatever only crawled on the ouors, into which their blood 
earth, was unclean. Laftly, tell, were made unclean by it; 
the fat of the clean beafts was the liquors were to be thrown 
forbidden, not becaufe it was away, the veffels purified, and 
unclean, much lefs becaufe it the perfon who touched them, 
is hard of digeftion, which is was to walh himfelf, and be 
the reafon fume authors give unclean until evening. Awell, 

1 for the prohibition of this and however, a fountain, or any 
blood, and fwine’s flefh, feeing large receptacle of water, waa 
their laborious life, and healthy not defiled by the blood or car- 
eonflitution, rendered the If- cafe, but only the perfon who 
raelites more capable to digeft took the unclean creature out 
them, than many among us, of them (5). 
and other nations, who lad an 

.(») Lev'«. iii. 14, Sc feq. (4) Sued, xaii. ji. (j) Levit. 
ji, Sf feqq. 

cond 



coni to jet^enre onkf f ^k W> laft 

fumptuary taw (ferns to have been made with fame ceco- 
nomical giew iot the encouragement of jnanufa&ure. 

Ufrcfr. But ofallthe difeafes meiitionedin tbe laftnote, the le_ 
profy was reckoned the moft defiling (Z )} for which rea_ 


' (Y) It is equally difficult to 
affign any go-si reafon for thus 
being prohibited to few differ* 
ent (eedSj or plant divers kinds 
of tree* in the fame field; :or 
plow with a mixture of cattle, 
filch ai an ox or an aft. Clean- 
lineft and decency, as being 
obvious requifltes in hot cli¬ 
mates, are enjoined -by'Moles 
under fevere penalties. All 
matrimonial commeneewas for¬ 
bid for a certain time after 
child-birth, during the month¬ 
ly period*, or after any acci¬ 
dental weakneft of tfiift kind ; 
in men, nocturnal pollutions, 
tunning fores; and whatever 
Wat touched by any jjerfou lb 
defiled, whether chair, bed, 
table, or any other utfnfil, 
was alfo diemedundean, and 
defiled all thofe that touched 
iftbm ; and all were ro be pu¬ 
rified according to the law. 

(Z) Mofet difba’guifhet three 
forts of leprofy, namely, of 
the body,. gartnentyapd houfes. 
The firft ii'a t;iT^u»r dS&ife,' 
not Wrthgte'.fi*! 

orfeurvy, .™«>f 

garments b fupifofed to have _ 


been owing < 
the managert 


fttosaif 

eonn^St^^^erds'yiV-;', : 

(«) Vide Levit.sfin-er. 


murks of this kind of leprofy 
were fposs, other of a reddifli 
at gieenifo hue, which appear¬ 
ed upon the garment!, whether 
of linen, Woolen, or of fkius. 
In tbefe cafes they were to be 
brought to the priefis, and ac¬ 
cording at they appeared to 
them, were either burnt, or 
walked and cleaned; or the 
fpots cut out, and the reft de¬ 
clared Clean and wholefome. 

Aa to the' leprofy of houfes, 
it was of different kinds; either 
a fort of vermin that bred in 
the cement 5 or a kind of raft 
or feurf, that fpread itfelfalong 
rbe walls. In thefe cafes, the 
prieftt were direfted to Ihut the 
houfes up for a week; and it 
. it probable, they made fome 
kind of fumigation, during 
th«f time, though no mention 
h made of it; elfe we cannot 
fee, how the here Ihutting it 
bp, could eoorriburc to the 
cure. If 'Upon the opening it 
aodn* they joyed the marks 
fcotte,'theyproBO need it clean; 
Arndt, tker caufcd them to be 
feraptsf a# dyery where , f and 
Che houfertbefhut up another 
&vCtt:da|f 'i andif that ftcond 
fl|ti:e%ra|m<mi..pofworit the 
; '••-••aed u to be de- 
materials 
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fon thofe infeSed with it, were forced to lire feparete 
from the reft, till they were cored t monarch* them¬ 
felves were not exempted from this law, at appear* 
from the inftance of king Azariah, orUzziah, as he i? 
called in the Chronicles, who, having too far intruded 
into the prieftly dffice was frnitten with an incurable 
Ieprofy, deprived of his government, and forced to live 
apart to the day of his death. And, , indeed, one kind of 
it was of fo infectious a nature,; that too much caution 
could not be ufed to prevent its fpreading; infomuch 
that even thofe that died of it, were buried feparately 
from the reft As for the other, called the dry Ieprofy, 
it was not an infectious difeafe (A). 

' Comp, i Kings xv. 5. Sr * Chron. xxvi. 16, ft frqq. 
• 1 Chron. xxvi. ver. ulr. 

(A) The priefts were the lip covered with a kind of 
proper judges both of the dif- muffler, to prerent bis infeCU 
cafe and the cure; concerning ing others by his breath. But 
which Mofes gave them fere- one may reafonably fuppofe, 
ral plain directions, though we that they had places in which 
do not find that he prefcribed thofe lepers lived together, 
any remedy again ft it, becaufe, and made a kind of cuitimu* 
as the Jews think, It was an nity among, themfelves, We' 
immediate j udgmentfrom God. read of four of them that went 
The fame they affirm alfo of together out of Tome quarter of 
the Ieprofy of houfes and gar- Samaria into the AlTyri an camp, 
ments; which, they pretend, when the famine raged in the 
was peculiar to the Jfraelites, city; and of ten in the Gof- 
and to the land of Judza; be^ pel, who applied themfelves 
caufe God had promifed to in a body, to Chrift, to be 
them, that, whilft they con- healed by.him. Perfons, gar- 
tinued obedient to his laws, ments, and houfes, being cur- 
their bodies, houfes, and gar- ed of. this diftemper, were to 
ments, fhoujd be preferred he further purified by the pried, 
from that difeafe ; but when Wefoave already fpoken of the 
they proved ftubborn and re- fecrifices, which were to be 
bollious, he would fend it as a offered upon this occalien, it* 
punifhment upon them. When its proper place. As for the 
the pried had pronounced a other ceremonies, enjoined by 
man infeCfed with Ieprofy, he Mofes, we fhall refer our 
was not only fecluded from the reader to the book of Levitin 
fociety of clean perfons, but cus, where he may fee a full 
obliged to go bare-headed, with account of them (;). 

J»is ckntlu rent, awl hi* upper 1 

4 jM Vi4$ napi, .» v ia tor . fpwfc -Alp fcerit. 

Mof. Gerund. KtcSnat. Abr. Sepharad ft al. Muoft. hi l*Wb 
|iu. s Kiogi rii, 3, l, Luke »vi». is. 
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fbe Hiftory of the Jews 

Manetho, and feveral other heathen writers after him *, 
hare affirmed that Egypt, being grievpufly infected with 
the leprofy, king Bochorus was advifed by the oracle, to 
fend all the lepers into a defert place, where they might 
perifli for want of fuftenance. This advice was followed, 
and the lepers being driven to the defolate place, Mofes, 
who was one of the number, obferved, by tracing the 
footfteps of a wild afs, a fpot, where they found water to 
quench their thirft. Thils revived, they chofe him for 
tneir guide, and were by him conduced and fettled in 
the land of Canaan, in the fpace of feven days. In me¬ 
mory of this expedition, he ordered the feventh day to be 
a day of reft, and forbad the eating of fwine’s flefh, be- 
caule that creature is lubjeft to the leprofy. In remem¬ 
brance of their kind benefa&or, the afs that laved their 
lives, he commanded an afs’s head to be fet up and wor- 
fhipped in their temple. This ftory is confuted by Jofe- 
phus. Indeed, the care which Mofes took with refpeft 
to this diftemper, fufficiently Ihews, that, at leaft, the 
far greater pa« of the Ifraefites were free from it, at their 
departure from Egypt j elfe it would have been impoffiblc 
to fegregate them from the reft, and to have executed 
thefe laws which excluded them from the commerce 
of thofe who were free from the diforder, 

B 

Of the Cuftoms, Looming, Arts, and Ctmmerct of tht 
jews. 

Their cuftoms, both religious and civil, being chiefly 
founded upon their laws, and the greateft part of them 
having been already mentioned under that article, we 
(halt have the lefs to fay here, efpecially confidering the 
harrennefs of the fubjefl, for want of books gnd authors, 
of a date old enough to be depended upon. We have al¬ 
ready mentioned all that could- be collected concerning 
their cuftoms at weddings and fellivals : we lhall now fay 
fomething of thofe that were nfed at births, and feafts : 
to which we lhall add a Hunt account of fome of their 
practices at their high-places, groves# and other places of 
idolatrous worlhip; of their divinations, games, and ce¬ 
remonies ufed at burials. It may be remembered, that 
circumciCon was not enjoined by the Mofaic law, but by 

■* Maiwtb, »p. Jolepb. toot. Apion. Tacit. Jaift. ex Troj. Plu¬ 
tarch. tt at. 

rtue 
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virtue oftheeiprcfs commandgiven to Abraham. But n _ r rf 

nothing is ordained either wifh refpeft to the perfon by at drum* 
whom, nor with what inftrument, nor in what manner 
the ceremony was to be performed; only that the fore- 
flcin fliould be cut off on the eighth day: fo that it was 
left to the option of the parent, either to .perform it him- 
felf, or to employ fome other perfon, whether a pricft, 
furgeon, or friend. In this laft capacity, it was looked 
upon as an high compliment to be chofen to that office. 

The inftrument was generally a knife or 'razor, made of 
fome kind of ftone; as being thought lefs dangerous than 
thofeofftcel} the ufe of which they might nave learned 
from the Egyptians, who ufed them in opening bodies 
which were to be embalmed. They were not obliged to 
carry the child to the fynagogifc, much lefs to the tem¬ 
ple, but had him circumtifed at home. Here the father, 
or fome friend deputed by him, held the child in his 
arms, whilft the operator took the prepuce, either with 
one hand, or with pincers made for that purpofe, and 
with the other cut off the foreikin, whilft another held a 
pomnger filled with fand, fot him to fling it in, and to 
jBtoeiye tbe, blood. He ijien applied his mouth to the 
Ipse, jawing'fucked theblood, which generally 
wrice, and ffHt. it out into a 

SpFifcon. the 

esjwsd,add' tedfr&JH.oaep ® A* 

for the form of words ufgd uppa fitch occafiooa, aii ifar it 
probable conjectures will go, we (hall have occafion to 
mention it under another article; to which they added, no 
doubt, fome prayers and bleffings. At prefent, the ope¬ 
rator, having dreffed the wound, applies the cup of wine 
and blood to the Infant’s lips, pronouncing thefe words 
of the prophet, “ Live in thy bipodthen repeating the 
cxxviiith pfaim, he wifhes the parents joy, and that they 
may thus affift at his wedding r . But now old thefe cus¬ 
toms are, we cannot determine : all that can be added is, 
that this ceremony was ufually accompanied with great 
rejoicing and feaftmg; and it was at that time that the 
child was to be named by the parents, in the prefence of 
die company. Thefe names were generally fignificant 


r De his vide Pag. in Debt. t. MoC Katz, la TnS.de 
Circumcif. Fol. lij. Mai man. TnS, Qraimcif, cap. r, tk a. 
Syn. Jod. cep. 4. St alib. Quandt, de Caltrii Circamcffi 
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of fomethlng relating to dm parents, Or dieehiM, isitd 
fottle other drcumffaotes m time (B). 7 

Theft: firft ceremonies being over, the matter of the 
hoafe began to crave a biefRng, if there Was no ftranger, 
nor any perfoh of afuperiot rank *; for, in that cafe, he 
complimented him with thisoffice. Hb then took a cup 
fail of wine, and, having bleffed the Creator of the vine, 
he fipped a little of it, and gate it to the neat perfon, till 
it had gone round. This was called the birkath ajajitt, tbt 
bUJJtng if the wine, Froth thence he paffed to the bleffing, 
and breaking of the bread, and diftributing it to the guefts. 
As fpon as they had done, eating, the fame perfon who 
had craved the bleffing was obliged to give thanks; the 
feaft was concluded with another cupful of wine, and 
this was called the bleffing of plenty. Whether their cuf- 
tom was to fit at meat, or lie down, is a controverfy of 
more nicety than moment. However, to os, the former 
feems more probable, at feaft before the captivity. We 
read, that Jofeph made hisbrethren fit down to eat with 
him ; and David faid to Jonathan, “ To-morrow I fhould 
fit down at meat with the king/' It imift be owned, 
however, that, in the time of thrift, the cuftom was 
altered to that of iyfyig down. 

The Jewifh high places were of two forts; thofe where 
they only w^rflupped die true God, by burning intenfd, 
and offering facruices* to him; and thofe where they 
ferved ftrange'gdds, and Committed abominations in their 
worihip. Both thfefe became fo common and univerfal, 
that we read of but few kings who had die courage to 
pull them down, whilft rtany others, though otherwift 
eornmesded for their piety and zeal, feft them imdifturb- 
td (C). Tu 
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dies Abijah forties GW mj 
father y and Zecbariah, th at- 
•utied tftbe Urdt Dttid apd 
Dtoid, .the JmgA . m jmfc* 
* mttfOad^ Some bad a mute 
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■ were taken frpmlivmg 


creatures] Tripor, a bird-, 
Rachel, ajbtrpi Chamor, oa 
oft i Nachalh, a/erfaui Ta¬ 
mar, atolm-tree ; and the like: 
md ftlrt daughter-in-law, call - ■ 
ed jfor-fiO Imbed, 
tk -gbyr. when fte heart 
that the ark was taken by the 

Irti •«' A* _ 

of dmfc, 

... > criminal, aodfeem- 

lagl/counteuanced by theei- 
amplei 



Mows exprefles 
i {hall not be 


■fr*> a»-Uadi oF dm*. 

JiyilJtiok add ytfchffi te, tbmfijh forbidden, luumu. 

by the tabf Hf'mjfitf a*-tfc4 roffoKt.- lipfes exprefles 
themja tbfe faBettiflg tetm*-. * tljerd {halt not be 
foimd amofeg jtou^ ihf obe that ai^tetb ihia fon or hia 
dawgfc&r thi’ftfe, dirinatietw, 

or an aWervef Sf'ts&ee, or an epchimer, or a witch, 
or a chanfter, or i COrifo^ter. «Ht fphitt, or a 

vizard, or a necromancer (D). 

. 1 •: . Gajhes, 

pNck*m. I0,tn 


ample* of 'Samuel, ftfrid, E- commerce of the younger ge- 
lifca, and other infpired per- Berarion, by furniflnng the 
foes, weife, nirerthdeft, e*- Vtjtarte with tllkind of conve- 
prefsly forbidden) huts at to niencies, Solomon is juftty 
the lail, nothing couldbemora branded, in Scripture, for 
feveiely psohibited j aeverthe- baring brought this evil to its 
left; Jmnta' jiad been fearce greatett heigbr, by the multi- 
dead above twenty'years «e tuck of hia foange womfen, ail 
they began »n^ajfe into this abhife which was never tho- 
defe&ion. It began aboutthe rotighly rooted out till Jofidlft 
times of Othniel dod' Shod, reigrt(i). 
and increased fo fa ft, and {!>}, The moft inhuman of 
fpread fo wide, that it would all thole practices was that of 
beendkfs to enumcrateibeir- paffipg theirbildren through 
falfe deiries, ntd' the plate* ttejne. Thisrite feems to 
dedicated to their worfbip, as have bee* pet uKareo Moloch, 
well >i the abomineWe ceso> wbois therefore alfo called 
monies pradHfed fo them. Aoamafcch,from tram- 
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. Garnet, for ought that appeam upon record, were-tie 
Only. cuftom in tyhicli they did not imitate' tbdir neigb- 
;b<ourt, at’leaft which they did ndt introduce into their 
comxnofrwcaith. They had not forooch as a name for 
ihem, hu't what doth properly fignify to laugh, play, toy, 
and ifuch like innocent amufements. Even Solomon him- 
Telf, who had imitated, or rather furp aiTcd, th? grandeur 
of other kingdoms, and indulged himfelf in till other va¬ 
nities, or what he calls the delights df the fobs’of men, 
fome of which were near of kin to thefe, as his fingers 
and muficians of both fexes, doth yet make no mention of 
any kind of games, either of hazard or entertainments of 
the-theatre ; neither do the Scriptures any where fpeak of 
fiich. 

Their diverfion* feem tp have con filled chiefly in eating, 
drinking, dancing, and mufic. The Scriptures often 
exprefs the fimplicity of their happy lives, by fitting, and 
eating and drinking, everyone under his vine and under his 
fig-tree. But even thefe divetfiohs could not be very fre¬ 
quent, unlcfs it were upon fuch folemn occafions, as we 
have mentioned before, or at their (hecp-lhearing, haryeft, 
and vintage, becaufe they would elfe have had but liule 
time to tranfad their country affairs. 


doubt whether this is capable of his wooden, belahatehem, 
of to favourable a fenfe. t Boc- -which wordmay fignify ajlame, 
hut has given us an account or the glittering of a fpear or 
of ftveral divinations perform- lance, becaufe it dazzles the 
ed by means of ferpenu. An- fight. The Sepeuaaint, how- 
otherway was by familiar fpi- ever, have trauflated it 
fits, which the HArew calls ms, apothecaries, and the La- 
oboth, fuch as the witch of tins, ventficts, poi/bners. The 
Ehdorisftidtohaveitad; and ebovtr may be properly ren- 
interrogating the dead, which dered a mature*, from cbovor, 
the Sepwagmt render faraevw it gather, ample, or ojfbciate, 
rhs Use mekaJheph becaufe 1 he ijpeaks with his lips 

may be pmperiy enough tea- joined. To thefe the prophets 
dered, by !c g er d c m ain t one have added feme others, fuch 
who deceives the fight, and as coafultinr to tenphimt, 
hnpofes upon the beholders; and by tbettypt of arrows,* 
fuch as thofe whom Pharoah by thftliverof beafti, by docks 
fit agniafi Motes, Who are and ftares,'and fuch like; 
Acre tailed mak&aphim, and fcveValof which practices were 
arefeid to have imitated feme fotbid under pain of death (s), 


* •#*) VideMaim.lt Aharfrae in Leg. jjo. , Gen.Btt.ay. Kero- 
wou. hh. heap. id. putt. E*mL yii. tt.&iQb. paff. Better. 
WMe enchant 1 xxi.ai. Bolivia. 




Their diet* expeprorwettfrals, ftetes to hare been very Dftt. 
plain. Boaa, * Ruth with 

drinking of the fame wafts *, eatffhg of thefame bread, and 
dipping her'morfcl in the vinegjarwitH him*. Even thepre- 
fent of vittuals, which were brought to David and his 
men, wbilft he was in a kind of exile, cofrfifted of pulfe, 
parched corn, bread and Sour, dried jailing and figs, 
honey, butter, cheefe, oil, and a few fattedbeafts>. Their 
bread was made either of barley- or wheat, baked into 
thin dices, fame in ovens, fome upon the hearth, and 
others in a frying-pan j feme with, and fome Without 
oil j they often ufed parched com inftead of breast Ho¬ 
ney was fommended for its delicioufnefs ■; and the 
milk of the goats, and the fleece of the flocks. Were 
thought by foe wile man fuffituent for food, and raiment, 
both for the matter and his family *. 

High titles were unknown among them,' unless thole Titftt. 
which implied fome office, fuchas general, treafurer, and 
recorder. They valued foemfelvts more upon their ge¬ 
nealogies^ and a man often aflumed five': or fix patrony¬ 
mics of his anceftors. Some regard was likewife had to 
the diftin&ion of tribes or families: as, for inttance, to 
thofe of foe priefts and Levi teg, upon a religious account; 
to that of Judah, to which the feeptre was promifed ; and 
to that of Ephraim,' out of refpeft to Jofeph’s memory. 

The fame refpcct was likewife paid, in every tribe, to 
thofe who were foeheads and fathers of it, ana to all foe 
elder branches in general 5 and next jto foefe, old men of 
what tribe or branch foever, were held m great veneration. 

Their laborious and frugal lives, and foe healthfulnels piftaf" 
of foe country, were effectual moans to prevent a vaft '*■' am *t 
number of foofe difoafes which hire, been fince ulbered Uum ‘ 
into the world by luxury and Doth. It is for this reafon 
that we read of fofew diitempers among them, much lefs 
of jphyficians, except fuch as are now known by the name 
of surgeons, whom foe ancient’Greeks, as Well as the He¬ 
brews, called phyficians, or healers. Thug the Metric 
law condemned the man who wounded another, to pay, 
amtmgft other things, foe falary of .foe phyfictaa. 

Their mOttrmng,. for foe death of their near relations, 
or for.atfj,.n^teitune 8 ,,m|h^ p#ic of $tmts, W«»..«as- 
pre&d wawHfr In 

* JLatbii. 

* 1 % 



■ J tSam. Jwjr,*Sa sSaw.xri. i.xvii. si, 
' , |o, |Hdlb. p»C ,, : *fw*.*tvu. 



the frft trafrfporte of their grief they rent their deaths, 
(mote their breads, tore their hair, and beards, and put 
ifhee and dirt upon their heads, and went barefoot, wear¬ 
ing fackdotb next the ftin, and lying upon the bare 
grotrad (£). 

tmtrfU. Their Funeral ceremonies were no lefs mournful. As 
(bon asaperfonwas dead, all the near relations came to 
the hojrfe in their mourning habit, and fat down upon 
the ground in filence, whilft another part of the houfe 
echoed' with the voices of mourners, and the found of 
mftruments fuitableto theoccafxon, which was hired for 
the nurpofe 1 (FI. Thefe exclamations were continued 
r , till 

1 Jercm. ix. 17. 

(£) The neighbouring nations the greater vent to tbeir grief; 
had dill more violent.ways of at lead, it feema probable, 
expreffingtheir grief, by prick- there was fome fuch cudom, 
ing, cutting, and fcanfying by what the prophet fays, 
themfelves; but thefe Were fpeakingto Jeruialemr tr What 
eXprelfly forbid by the law of aileth thee now, that thou art 
Mofes. They changed their • gone up wholly to the houfe- 
clonthi for others that were tops r f And fpeaking elfe- 
dr tighter, coatfer, dirtier, and whereof the Moabites, he fays, 
more nigged. They covered “ On the tops of their houfes, 
their faces with their upper and in the ftreets, every one 
garment, to hide their, t^ars; (hall howl and weep abua- 
tney faded till fun-fet, and danely ( 3 )." 
then contented themfelves with (F) As to the mufical in¬ 
cite plained diet; kept a pro- druments, we have no inftance 
found filence, which they ne- of their being ufed upon thefe 
vcr broke but to utter groans, occafions in the Old Tefta- 
eomplaints, or lamentation, ment, only we find the cudom 
Some even chofe to lie in alhes, in our Saviour’s time; and the 
or on a dunghill, and to avoid Talmudifts affure us, that it 
the light. This mourning was was not only an ancient cudom, 
longer or tborter, pawdmg to but that it was even obligatory, 
the occafipn. Forth* death of and that the poored buftand 
a confiderable perfon it conti- . could have no lefii than two of 
nued even a whole month, ax them for hi; wife. Thefe in¬ 
fer Mofc* and Aaron. For an foruments, according to them, 
ordinary perfon, or near rela- Were a kind of mournful flute; 
tint, it laded but about’ a hence that proverb of theirs, 
week,,. •' In public mourning “ Flutes firve either fbrahride 
the people amended to the top or fee the dead.” As for the 
of their houfes, dot to give hired lingers, their office was 

<j) VJ3e twit- Peut. xhr. 1 . VWeFag.inloC. a ftp* 

Mwfo.gx.tdt, Jfiu.tus2.a.w.j. 
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till the funeral rites were performed, when the neareft 
relations refumed their melancholy pofture, and continued 
in it all the time of the mourning, eating, fitting, and 
lying upon the ground (G). - . p 

In the mean time, there were proper perfons appointed 
to prepare the corpfe for the burial. It was looked upon 
as a duty incumbent on the neareft relation prefcnt toclofc 
the eyes of the deceafed. If the perfon was of confitter- 
able rank, they embalmed himj if otherwise, tbcy con¬ 
tented themfelves with wafhing his whole body. Som^. 
times they added a mixture of fweet Aram and fpiceg, 
either to ftrew upon the corpfe, or burn in the place 
where it lay. 

They denied fepulture to none but fuch as were guilty 
offelf-murder, and not even to thfcft, but till after fun- 
let. I hey had burying-places for ftrangers, and for fuch 
as were put to death for capital crimes. The provident 
care of the patriarchs to make fure of a fepulchre for 
their pofterity, fhews that they efteemed it as a fevere 
curfe from God, to be deprived of burial', and a bleffing 
to be interred among their anceftors. For this reafon, 
thole who had inherited a burying-place, were extremely 
careful of preferving it to their pofterity-, and thofe who 
nart not, were no lefs felicitous to provide one for them- 
lelves and their families. As the law had'ordained no¬ 
thing concerning them, they fhoughtlt indifferent where 

1 Vide Jerem, viii, i. xxii. 19, E:c!ei. »i. j, & ,|jb. 


to fing fome mournful dirge, 
proper to fill the company with 
“e d^epeft iorrow. Ofae of 
mem i S elegantly comprifed, 
'n tew words, by one of their 
rabb 'W: “ Motffn for the 
'“ourners, and not for the 
. d J f or he is at reft, and we 
« tears (4)." 

i®) Their very food was un- 


eveiy thing that could afford’ 
any jileafure. They made, in- 
deaf, a kind of banquet for 
the reft of ( the mourners, called 
by the prophets, ‘ ‘ the bread of 
men ,and wine or cup of confo- 
lation(7)but even then their 
table* were covered with wood¬ 
en or common earthen plattera 


1 * ' - "“•* y iwwm wm un- and trenchers; and, for One 
“n, and defiled by thofe that fame reafon, they were not 
. ,*(5)- Theyncither made allowed to drink above ten 
nor lr ^^!a wwllusd tbetaxl^free, (gaffes ofwioe,left they foould 
'pared their nails, hi a - b* intaofifctted, and beply any 
Won4 , they abftained from f6ken ofmirth (8). 

in Babyl, in Cod. Tirol. Bar, Abbm. sip. Hot. 
ffliX* $***’ °*P' 3 - «* e ?*• (O Vida aJix. 4. 

i«cek.ajuv.i 7 . (7} jar, mrf. 7. (IJIsiTraft. Ahat 1.1». 
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ferWQ tA them, whether in a garden, an ordiard, * 
field* a mountain. Or a rock; fo they could hut Secure the 
po ffe ffion of the purchafeJS). Thofe fepulchrea were in 
all likelihood more or left fumptuous, according to their 
quality and opulence j they Wire, however, curious to 
Bate mem, if poffible, cut into the rode, which was no 
difficult matter to fuch a 'mountainous country. 

• Prom tbefe houfea Of the dead we now pals to thofe of 
the living, which were commonly plain, low, and flat, 
fuitable to the climate, with rails round the tops, to keep 
people from falling. Their furniture was much after the 
lame ftyle; chimnies, falhes, and cafements were need- 
Jefs, where they were forced .to ftudy coolnefs; for the 
fame reafon.tipeftfy was of no ufe but upon the floor, 
to St, eat, or Seep Upon; and if they ufed any bed- 
curtains, they were made of feme fine gauze, to keep off 
gnats and other infeds, 

(S) The fepulehres of the was not difeovered, or at lead 
kings of Judah were in that broken in upon, till thirteen 
part of Jerufalem where the hundred years after; when the 
temple flood, Ezekiel feemi city being ftraitly befieged by 
so hint that they were cut in Autiochus, Hyrcan, the high- 
the rock under it, when he prielb, had recourfe to the 
fays, that the Lord** holy tomb, from which he drew 
hill lhould be no more defiled three thoufand talents, and 
by the carcafes of their kings, bought off his enemy. He 
AH the dependents of David adds, that Herod found hit 
are ftid to have been buried way into another hidden cell, 
io the ftme place, except Ma- where he got a prodigious trea- 
naffefa, who was buried in the fare ; but neither he nor any 
garden of Uzzmh, adjoining to one elfc could everdi{cover the 
his own bojafe, Whether the bones of David, his tomb be- 
fepulchre of David'was built, ing fo artfully contrived, and 


or only, begun, by himfelf, fo deep in the ground, as ta 
and fipifheo by Solomon, or elude the moft curious feastb. 
any of hit fuccdBbrs, is not The burying-places of the 
certainly known i but it is to kings of ifrael, after Jerobo- 
be feet* at this day without the am** revolt, were in Samaria; 
walls of fee nrefent Jerufalem. but are cannot fuppafe them to 
It is. a molt flately piece of have equalled thole of Judah, 
jWikj and perhaps the only buffi becasde they srere inlc- 
gemuwexnonuraent of that am: jrifabcu them in riches, and be- 
Oewt 1 city . Jofephus tell us, canfe the crown never fluid u> 
ffiat, Solomon laid up an im- one farmer above three or fouf 
meufe tmtfere there, which pneratyun (i). 

•' i sniiy',1- * , 
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came the crown never fluid *a 
osie fiun% above three or fou f 
gene ratyms (i). 
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The women hod their fepamee apartments, both for 
privacy, to which they re&mWed other caftem nations, 
and for legal mfirmittes) which fedudcd them from the 
reft of the family /or a time).during which, now were 
permitted tomsk* ufe of their bed*, chairs, tables, or aim 
other part of their furniture or utenfiis. All the females 
of a houfe were ohliged to be exceeding careful in this 
particular; precautions from which fee pooreft fort were 
not exempted. Upon this, account, as well as fame Btuht. 
others, they were likewife fawned to have placet for 
bathing to every houfe. Their lahofeius life, the heat 
«nd dryneis of the country, made waihing likewife no- 
ceflarv. In order topreferve die fkin linobth and fup- 
ple, they ufed to anoint iherafelves, cither with oil, or 
ointments, more or lefs coftly, actibrding to their circum- 
ftances, but generally perfumed. 

The arts in which the Ifraelites chiefly diftinguifeed Thrirgn, 
themfelves were thofe of war, hufeaudry, poetry, and •** train. 
mufic. The firft was in a manner natural to them. We 
{hall not venture to fay how much .they had learned of it 
in Egypt) but whoever obferves die regular order of their 
encampments, intrenching, fighting, and retiring, under 
the aufpices ofJMofcs, muft allow him to have been as 
experienced a general as any of his time, and his people 
35 well trained up in the military art, as any of their 
neighbours. * 

"With refpeft to/heir generals, whether judges, princes, 

™ officers, who a&ed under them, their warlike deeds 
wm be mentioned in their proper place in the fequel of 
t is hutory; apd as to the people, though their courage 
wanted often to he fupported by art, yet we may fay that 
*heir men were all trained to war, at leaft till David’a 
«ign; fur we A, not read of any regular troops before 
at time. Till then, as foon as their rulers had refolved 
upon a war, whether erffenfive or defeafive, the fummona 
Wls ‘ent to every tribe) upon which aft fit to bear arms 
were obliged to repair to the place of rendezvous, with 
weir arm* and provifions for a month ) here a certain 
umber was drawn out according to the prefeat exigence, 

S' 1 ** i «>d aa feon as they had atebfered 

. a . the T went upon, they returned every one to hie 
own home, v' •- • >. 

W0W ' J* 10 * of «S«r *«awt Mtidas, Arm,. 
mer ofienfive nr defeafive; thcfbrmer confided of 

■ . xworila wtatr {sort, ■ crooked, mWBfe wwA durp, 

0| which 
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which they girded upon the thighV we read alfo of two- 
edged (words; as for their javelins, they feem rather to 
havebeen a kind of foot* darts, focb as that which Saul 
threw at David k . "They were like wife very expert in the 
fling, as appears from David’s killing Goliath, and from 
what is recorded of the inhabitants of Gibeah, that they 
hit within a hair's breadth V Their defenfive weapons 
were the helmet, fhield,' breaft-plate, coat of mail, and 

a Sts fome wore even greaves upon their legs. We 
-a defeription of complete armour in that of Goliath ; 
but- it is probable that thefe were more common among 
their neighbours than among the Ifraelites, at lead before 
David’s reign j for we find that in Deborah’s time there 
were found neither fhield nor fpear among forty thoufand 
that fought againtt Sifefa**. 

However, it is certain that they became more common 
after they had recovered their liberty under David and 
Solomon s'and in procefs of time, Uzziah is faid to have 
provided a fufficient quantity of all thefe kinds to fumifh 
his army with, though it confifted of upwards of three 
hundred thoufand men. Thefe arms were commonly 
made of brafs, fometimes alfo of iron, fteel, and other 
materials 

In fo mountainous a country, cavalry could he of no 
peat fervjce; and therefore in the more early times 
they did not encumber themfelves with any. Abfalom 
is the fifft we read of, that made ufe of them in his 
revolt againft David’s but his ill fuecefs, and lofs of the 
rattle, fhews that they were of no other fervicc to him 
than to facilitate his flight. Solomon did, indeed, fend 
for * con fiderable number of hoffes from Egypt, with a 
proportionable number of chariots 5 but fome think that 
he-did it rather for grandeur than ufe; and indeed the ex- 
pence fo fat outweighed their fcrvice, that his focceffors 
contented themfelves with hiring them of the Egyptians 
upon any exigence; infomucH, that Rabfhakeh made 
meir want of them a pretence for telling king Hezekiah, 
in dcri . n, that if be foould lend him two thoufand 
horfes, none of bis fobje&s were capable of riding them. 
From all which particulars it appears, that the Ifoaelites 
mdnot much regard either chariots or horfeff. 

foxt calls them chariots of iron, becinfe their 
f«K*,*&cc!s, and axles were armed with fharp feythes, 


*va».*vS8it». 
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Wt are told that theyhindered, at foft.the tribe of to. 
dah from conquering fhofe cities that were in the plains 
where fuch machines do moft execution. Befides th£ 
terror they were apt to ftrike into the enemy, by being 
placed along the front of the line of battle, they never 
faded of breaking the ranks, and fcroetimes of putting 
the adverfary to a total rout; ft, that there was no way 
of preventing it, but by either killing the horfes before 
their too 'near approach; or by opening a paffage to the 
chanots. It .9 likely the Ifraelites became v?ry weM 
flailed in both thefe expedients, feeing they fo often en¬ 
gaged them, and fl.il! came off with viflory. r 

The Ifraelites had no regular forces before SauTs time; «•»,. 
■and he is mentioned to have maintained but few Sanding 
troops, fcarce a handful, in eonfparifon to that prodigious 
number which David enrolled, amounting to above 6 two 
hundred and eighty thoufand (B), befides the Cherethites. 
and relethites, - who were ftrangerg in that monarch’s 
Pay" TWw 

The army of Ifrael was, in the day of battle, drawn up war. * 
in twelve feparate bodies, according to the number of 

" 1 Chroo. xviii, ver. ult. xxvii. p*(T. 


(B) The book of Chronicles 
tells us that he had twenty-four 
thouiand, which came regu¬ 
larly upon duty every month 
throughout tire year, under 
their refpeftive officers; which 
being therefore multiplied by 
twelve, amounts to two hun¬ 
dred and eighty-eight thouiand. 
, "11 thefe were not only con¬ 
tinued on foot by hit fon So¬ 
lomon, bur an addition was 
made to them of a prodigious 
p umber of hordes arid chanots ; 
mfomuch, that he is recorded 
have had forty thoufand 
flails for his chariot-hories, 
htudes twelve thoufand horfet 
lor his cavalry, or life-guard, 
and fourteen hundred chariots 
“twar. The army of Abijah, 
wng of Judah, confined of 
tour hundred thouiand men; 
j™ Jeroboam, king of Ifiael. 
hw double that number, of 


which five hundred thoufand 
were.killed on the fpot by the 
army of Judah. Such was alfb 
that of his fon Afa, which 
confined of almoft fix hundred 
thoufand men, when he dif- 
comfited that of Zerah, king 
of Ethiopia, amounting to a 
million. But the greateft 
Handing army we read of, be¬ 
longing to any of.thejewifli 
Janes, was that of Jeholhaphat, 
conwtiog of eleven hundred 
and fixry thoufand, all men of 
valour, and prepared foi'wir, 
befides thofe which he kept in 
his garrifons throughout the 
kingdom. To thefe we may 
add, that Uztiah introduced 
into jeruialem a kind of en- 
dnesj which hang placed on 
the walls and in the towers, 
threw arrows, other e&nfose 
' tones, to 

'f 

tribes j 



tribal thefe were dividedrato legion*, centuries, dectf- 
ries, and ofen Angle files, each under its rcfpeflive 
eftefer or leader; aitdlfwe may judge front their method 
of marching and encampment, we may conclude they 
otoferod a regular fyftem in their order of battle, their 
attack*, retreats, and every military evolution. 

Reread that David ehtertained a oosfiderabh: number 
of thofe troops, who are faid to have been ambidexter, 
exceeding fierce of afpeft, and fwift' of fodt The 
Jews add, that they placed behind the ranks feme of the 
nouteft fuba Items, armed; with feythes and axes, to cut in 
pieces thofe that offered to give ground 5 but'we are ftill 
to learn how they difpoied of their cavalry,after it became 
in ufe among them. 

IrVthe beginning of thfejewilb monarchy, their kings 
ufed to fight oh foot; at lead we do not read of any horfes 
or chariots ufed by them till a long time after thf ir fettie- 
ment t aud it is very probable, that thefe took their rife 
from thofe alliances which the kings of Iffael and Judah 
vere often forced to make with the Egyptians, Syrians, 
indothef nations 5 connexions which laid them under a 
neceffity of-appearing at the head of their armies with 
fuitable grandeur and magnificence. The officers of war 
under them confifted of'the head or general of the ar¬ 
my (A)j the princes, or generals of each tribe; the 
commanders of thouflfeds, of hundreds, of fifties, of 
tens, and of threes j tbeir fcrihes, or rjuidcr-niaftcrs j 
and laftly, their feterim, or infpeaors, or, as otheis think, 
a kind of provofts, or tninifters to infii£l pundhments on 
all delinquents. ■ 

Train mi ' We muff not expeft to find any trade* or manufafturcs 
‘l£*¥«- among the Jew* before Sohjtnon'a time, except fuch as 
r * r "* . wif abfelutely neceflary; and even thefe were carried on 
In a different way from that praftifed In other great na¬ 
tions. They I uilt their own houfes ; their wives and 
fcrvants fpijn, wove, and made their <Jnath*, baked their 
bread, atjd drefied their meat. The ffraclitcs wore long 
loofe tunic* and drawers, mifepf Hnen, next to the body,. 

t%*la!ew a lotfe g^ent ot doafc, of light 
woolfiTn cloth, when thoywe^sbeonfi, .The beauty of 
p;V;fv^7-i actum*8.* ;' 

■ bader David, and 
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thericbtseAnf ftcdye, fucb asmirpfe, Soviet, blue, and 
yellow} M n ihc plameft, and tie mo& coramoaJy worn, 
was tbe/whi$e r b«aufe itwaa die natural colour of tkc 
linen and-wool, and could be more easily wafted; upon 
which,account k is much recommended by Solomon *. 

Some covering they won: upon their heads; but the 
faihioo is not known j neither can we tell what fort of 
ftockmg*- tbey ufodi but inftead of Owes, when they 
went forth, they wore a kind -of fandal of wood, leather, 
or pthpr material, fattened to the upper part of the foot, 
the greateft part of which, however was left uncovered, fo 
that dm frequent wafting of their feet became neceffary. 

T“e,drefs of the women, efpecially of the rich, was in- ofth* 
need more curious, becaufe they beftowed mom oma- m , 
ment upon k, chiefly of needle-work, which was ftill 
within ^eir own province. They wore jewels of gold 
and fihrer; but a great deal of that finery was brough t at 
arft from Egypt, and mom might be eafily added to it, as 
they enlarged their conquefts, without entertaining any 
artifts t however, it is not iraprohahle, that they hadfomc 
of them, as well as federal other rich Huffs and linen, 
from Tyre, in exchange for their com, halm, and other 
commodities J efpecialjy after Solomon’s time, when 
pride and luxury grew to fuch a height, that Uriah fpent 
almott a whole chapter in enunterating die caftly orna¬ 
ments with which that fex ufcd to deck themfelves in his 
time*; concerning which, however, it were impoffibleto 
C ^jj) t< ^ cra ^ ^ e, » terms them ufed being un¬ 
it 

-Beyk6.it.*. „ • Cb, iii.>«, fcfcqq. 


(1) One ■ft! 

Served frum*r, t£at they were 
very curious in adorning their 
hems, arm*, and feat and 
tW they wont feme kind of 
tinkling ornament, about.their 
“JP, which ga vc amufical qh 
“®cetothe«r ftqas. Judith’i 
undalt (ij -km MWcularir 
fod to have tarifteds' Holo- 
ftraes; j«ad the ijchnefi 'and 
"effwgr of her otber omai. 
roe » t » .might fwrS^iji dear. 


notion of a complete Jewefi’s 
draft, were we fine, that they 
had not by that time mixed 
fome of the BabyioaUh faftiioa 
with it. However, we have a 
1*» authentic ddcriptioa of 
the female garb in the prophet 
Emkieli where- the Jewift 
nation it compared to a poor 
nahad and selplefi woman, 
WhcmGod out of pity, and 
hulhMtd-Uke kibdaeli, doath- 
ed..*«d g m>e d ar i| hfiitaud flo* 


*0 jotfo^nri.* 


linen. 
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The Wficry of the Jews 

It doth not appear, however, that they gave into this 
eacefsof finery before the latter end of David’s life; till 
then a wonderful {economy ftctm to have reigned in every 
faimly, under the wives at home, and the htifbands 
abroad. But the lmmenfc treafuns which that monarch 
amaned, having infpired him with a defire of building a 
sumptuous temple, a number of artificers was thereby in¬ 
troduced, fuch as carvers, mafons, carpenters, joiners, 
p>ld and filver fmiths, founders, and all manner of work¬ 
men, in metals, wood, and ftonej and tbefe brought in 
many others, without whom they could not fubfift. Hia 
on .Solomon built feme ftately palaces as well as the 
temple; and thefe occafions probably gave his fubjefts 
nch a relifh for his more elegant way of building* that 
-he number of workmen Multiplied more and more 
Poetry is, perhaps, the only art in which the Hebrew, 
excelled. It had this advantage, above all others, that 
the authors feem to have cenfecrated it wholly to the 
honour of God, and adapted it to the fervice of the 
temple. No wonder then, if not only their law-giver, 
but their monarebs, judges, priefts, and prophets, men 
and women, have endeavoured to eternize their memories 
by poetical performances: witnefs the two fongs of Mofes, 
thofe of Deborah and Hannah, the whole book of Pfalms, 
the Canticles, the Thankfgivmg of Hezekiab, the book of 
Job, a great part of the prophet Ifaiah, and the Lamenta- 
Cl> ab ° Und with fublimit 7 offentiment and ex- 

Though the Hebrew poetry is generally admired, there 
» icarce a point more debated, or lefs poffible to be de- 
■ tcrm . mcd > t * lan ,bc nature of its metre, and cadence. Se- 
VC fj-? 10 ' ™ a . utbo ^ 8 b?ve pretended indeed to very fig- 
nal difeovp-ies in this intricate province; but they have 
either had the modefty to conceal them from ‘the world, 

complexion and the charader 
of women, it being efteemed 
highly immodefi for them to , 
appear without it; but whe¬ 
ther it was made of feme fech 
tranfpsreot fhifi like gauze, 
fo mil they might f ce their 
Way through it, and at the 
feme time give feme glimpfc 
both of their beauty and neb 
ornaments, or othentrife, wo 
nahnatdetermine. 

«r 


linen, attired her head with a 
crown, or rather mitre, fuck 
#* that of Judith, and put a 
jewel upon her forehead, a 
coaly chain about her neck, 

, bracelets upon her wrifts, ear- 
no S?‘ in her ears, and fendais 
*pon her feet. To aUehefe 
uw may .add the veil, which it 
gmw n;mwmaa od m Scriprnre, 
*«d ww very necedary in thofe 
MWKrim, both to preferred* 



to the Babyhnifh Captivity. 

or thofe who have ventured to publifh fheir lucubrations, 
have only provoked more learned antagopifts to expofe 
their weaknefs and vanity. The truth is, that thofe who 
have made any attempts this way, have, been forced to 
fhift, alter, and overturn the order, the words, and punc¬ 
tuation, and fometimes the very fenfe, in order to re¬ 
concile the text to their chimeras. This is a liberty which 
a learned modern 0 has taken, almofi in every verfe, in a 
differtation published on purpofe to prove, that Hebrew 
poetry was written in rhyme, like that of the French, and 
other modern nations. He takes the liberty to lengthen 
or fhorten the verfes and fyllables, as he thinks fit, with¬ 
out obferving any other rule or proportion than the jingle 
of the laft words; infomach that there is not, we will 
not fay with Calmet, any of TPully’s Orations,'but we may 
venture to affirm, any chapter in the Old Teftament, 
which may not, by the fame method, be reduced to rhym¬ 
ing verfe. He ought rather to have faid, that the rhyme, 
in thofe poetical works, was not only altogether acci¬ 
dental, but almofi: unavoidable. Thofe that are ever fo 
little aeqainted with the Hebrew grammar, know, that 
the terminations of.verbs, and even of nouns in the plu¬ 
ral, and the junction of the pofleffive pronouns to both of 
them, are fo alike and uniform, that it would be more 
difficult to write a poem in blank verfe than in rhyme. 
But, what Teems to overthrow his whole hypothefis, there 
is no rhyme, but what is plainly accidental, in all the 
acroftic, or alphabetic pieces now remaining s fuch as fe- 
vetal Pfalms, the Lamentations, and fome few other 
pieces, where the length of the verfe is determined by the 
firft letter of it, and where, confequently, the liberty of 
tranfpofing and altering the meafure is quite taken away. 

The truth" is, our ignorance of the true pronunciation 
of that aheient tongue, which, for aught appears, has 
been loft ever ftnee the captivity, makes it morally it&- 
poflible to determine any thing about It, with any cer¬ 
tainty 5 becaufe, without it, we never can be fenfible of 
the length ot fhortriefs of the fyllabtes, or,of the harmony 
of words and verfes, in which a great p*rt of the poetic 
beauty confifts. , Had we indeed the fame helps in this, 
as we have in the Greek and Lrttin tongues, •we fbould 
have attained an egual knowledge of its quantity and 
setts, and of the eonftru&iou and cadence of its verie; 
and though it m probable, we aright not have found it fo 
• - * 

* BiUh*. VeirerT. hfay. «!«• 


elaborate 



SbiHfylary ef tbejem 


hlabotute and regular as that of the other two, yet we 
te*M not have mien into that ftratige notion of fo many 
learned moderns, that it was written without meafure, 
farm, or regularity (C). On the other hand, to hear 
feme ancient authors, both Jews and €hriftians, fuch as 
Jofephus, and Philo, Origen, Eufefeius, and St. Jerom, 
expatiate on this fubjett, one would be apt to think, that 
both the genuine pronunciation of the Hebrew, and all 
the rule* of that poetry had been preferred to their time, 
they give *u* fuch preeife account* of every poetical piece 
in rite Old Teftament. Thus, according to them, the 
two fongs of Mofes were written in heroic verfe-, the 
Pfalms Were of a mixed fort, trimeters, pentameters, and 
fometiroes hexameters * (D). But we rather think With 

* , the 


« Jofcph. Ant. lib. li. cap. ult, lib. iv. cap. ult. lib. vii. cap. to. 
Phil, in Vit. Mof. A lib, de Vit, Con tern plat. ad, fin. Orieen jp. 
Eufeb. Prepar.Jib. xi.cap.s. r 


(C) One would think, in- brew poetry was confined to 
deed, that Scaliger had never fome certain rules and re¬ 
heard of any modem Hebrew flraints, though unknown to 
poetry, how common Soever it us, becaufe in many of thofe 
h, when he adds, that neither works we find fome letters re- 
that tongue, nor the Syriac, nor trenched, and others fuperadd- 
the A rabk , wete Capable of fuch ed, in order to lengthen or 
aopnftraint; for it is plain, even flsorten the rerfes or the fyU 
from .thofe fpecimene that Bui- Jables, or to give a fweetcr 
tor/ has given us, out of cadence to them, 
feme of the poetical rabbief, ( 1 >) St. Jerom has ventured 
that it is ds regular as any we . to be (till more particular, and 
hafe, either in Greek or La- to teH us, that the foags of 
dni and confequently, that Mofes, the books of Ifiuah, 
the Hebrewii*; as capable of Job, and others, were fceraue- 
the finatefi rfedc rules as they, ters and pentameters; that the 
if we be agreed m fi*mg Pfalms were fapphftr, iambic, 

the quantity of the (y liable*. and alcaic, after the man. 
We may ad|, that thejt have ner of Horace and Pindar; that 
be® fo far from thinking the Lamentations were of the 
metre rad quantity too great fapphic Had j and m his pre- 
a efeft that they have jomed face to the book of Job, 
of rhyme to It j which, be fays, that from the third 
it 'bc «Qf ansuiMot or verfe of the third chapter, the 
mat, is ntoerthdefta Confine- vetfe is mo% hexameterand 
ment, though not fe great in —- 

fite . Hehrew as, h is in usher 
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tie generality of moderns, that the greateft pan of them 
even thofe two folemn pieces of Moles, were certainly of 
the lyric kind, competed and fct to mafic, long in an 
alternate manner, accompanied with the found of divers 

mft n u ^. e ^ t8 ’ and ** t * 1 *»*»* foitaUe to the mufic, as 
we fliall (hew under the next head. ’ 

»fn the mean time, though we willingly excafe ourfdve* 
fromentermg mto the merit of the cat*, whether or not 
the Hebrews were the ,firft inventors of poetry, becaufo 
we cannot tell how much of it they may have brought out 
*» Egypt# yet we cannot forbear taking notice of the 
vanity of the Greeks, who attribute the lyric kind to 
Orpheus j whereas, it is plain* that it was ufed among 
the Jews at the time of the exod, from the piece which 
Mofes compofcd immediately after their paffage through 
the Red Sea, upwards of two hundred years before Or- 
pheu$, who is faid to have gone a {tripling to the Argot* 
nautic war, that is, at fooneft,about toe time of Gideon^, 
if there is any dependence to be placed on our fyftem of 
chronology. ■ • 

Of the mttfic, with which they ufed to accompany and Afofe, 
enliven their poetic performances, we know little but 
frbm conjecture. We read of eight or ten-ftringed in- 
ltruments in vogue among them 5 of the nebel and kinor, 
which we conjeflure to be like the lute and harp# and 
from which, perhaps, the GAeka had their nabla and 
cmyra. They had like wife federal kinds of wind-inftn> 
ments, fuch as the trumpet, flute, and what modem ver- 
fions call the organ. Jo thefe they joined the dnim, and 
perhaps the kettle-drums (D). ^ 

r See Cher's Annals, Sir Iftac Newton, Bed ford'saChrenol.&al, 


though foil more irregular, 
yet preserve fuch a Cadence 
»ad harmony, as never foil of 
pleafing tjjoie who are judges 
of the rules of poetry. How- 
wer, with reipeft to Mbfet’s 
fongip Deuteronomy, hefcerns 
other tohave forgot, or coned 
lumfetf in another place (3) ; 
•“dfoffc Am i# is written in 
!£®*f ;***% of Wrfoet. 


concerning tvhicwwe own our- 
felves wholly in tie dark. Alt, 
therefor?, we call lay of hhn^ 
and of thefe learned ancienta, 
is, that they give us their bare 
word for What they foy # for 
none of them, ha* ventured to 
for as togiye us any proof or 
$X 3 U^pleotifc fo that the rea¬ 
der .is at fiberty to take k or 
mL ■ 

P -fo Cbc has taken 
fome- pains to prove, that no 


to) VldtBpsk, ijj. H FadMfrttc, 




Ifare were to judge of the excellence of the Hebrew 
mufic, from the wonderful effects it had upon Saul m his 
moft melancholy and diftra£ted moods, and in calming the 
fouls of die prophet*, and fitting diem for divine inspira¬ 
tion, we muft own it had much more energy than any 
thing of the fame nature which the modems have com- 
pofisd. The fame effects, indeed, have been afcribed to 
the Grecian mufic ; and the molt barbarous nations have 
been, and ftill are, tranfported by fpecics of mufic equally 
harih and defective. 

Prom the ftyk of feveral of the pfalms, and the fre¬ 
quent tranfition from the firft to the third perfon.; the 
mufic feems to have been performed alternately, one part 
of the chorus anfwering to the other at proper ftanzas 
anddivifions, not unlike tht choirs of our cathedrals 1 . 
What other improvements they might have made to this 
art, which we are wholly ignorant of, is not fo eafy to 
guefs at, as how and when they might be Joft. 

What has been faid of the Hebrew mufic may be alfo 
fuppofed of their dances; namely, that thofe of a religi¬ 
ous nature were generally more grave and folemn than 
their other fubje&s} but whether confined to rules, or di- 
refted only by cufiom and imitation, whether circular, 
as is generally fuppofed, or of any other form, we can 

* Bedford'* Difcourfe ontbe Hebrew Mufic. 

* 

tzilzele, which our verfion,* incapable of any regular har- 
after the Septuagint, renders mony, though, in ita etymon, 
cymials, were only a couple it fignifies a lovely inftrument, 
of 1 hollow dtmi-glooeaofbrafa, from hagab, to love, delight in, 
or foipe othel tinkling ipetal, to doatvpon. 
about fa inghet in diameter, The fhafifium, one of the 
which they ifed tp /hake one iuftruraenta with which the 
againftanotllr, like a pair of women came to meet^aul, and 
caftaneta, belaufc we find feme which the Septuagint tranfiate 
fuch mftruments to have been cymhoU, St. Jerom jSftra, and 
in ufe among the ancients, oar verfion iujbnonmis tftmt- 
and becaufe the root taaltol JU, is fuppofed to have been 
often'fignifies tc tinilt. The of a triangular figure, through 
hugab, which we tranfiate the which were fining a parcel of 
organ f is thought to have been rings, fo that the muniment, 
nomorethim a row of fi* or befog Sriwt with a flick, or 
eight pipe*; of different lengths fhsken by the hand, made 
ana notes, played by patting the ring* Alike againfi it mi 
them ;: fiieoeffively under the owe another, and produced 
p. Aeeos^Bg tO tht* foendi tiiat cmftft not be very 
defiuiptiott, it muft have been m efe di taq. 
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only guefs bythoft of other ancient nations. But even 
this being >11 conje&ure, anti not worth a farther enquiry, 
we fliall pafs to another fubjeft better known to us, refer¬ 
ring the reader, for a more full account of the Hebrew 
poetry, mufic, &c. to the authors quoted in the margin *. 

Of tit Languagi, Writing, and learning of tbt Jruit. 

Their tongue was the Hebrew, fitch as we bare it in Hrirrm 
the wriciiigs of Mofes. "We are far from thinking that it tuigm, 
was fo called from Heher, in whofe family alone it had 
been prefefved in its purity, as the parent of all the reft, 
according to the opinion of fome authors. We (hall not, 
therefore, repeat what has been faid already concerning 
the confufion of languages in general, and the uncertainty 
of that notion, which (uppofes the Hebrew to haw been 
the mother of all the reft; but content ourfelves with giv¬ 
ing fome further account of its genius, and particular ex¬ 
cellencies, from the conGderatiqn of which that fond opi¬ 
nion arofe. 

Though we allow the preference- to the Hebrew in this 
refpeft, yet we have already proved etymologies to be too 
uncertain a foundation to build upon; if, therefore, this 
‘lalt has any advantage over the reft, with refpeft to its 
being a mother, rather than a daughter to any of them, 
it muft. be upon account of its fimnlicity, its purity, and 
energy, notwithft|nding its natural barrennefs of words, 
over and above its great affinity to all the ancient 
tongues (P). 

> Vide Mercer, Skikard. Meibom. Gomar. Le Clero, Cal met, 

& al. 


(P) It rnuiibe owned, how¬ 
ever, that feveral learned cri¬ 
tics have obferved fome defefli 
in it, as we have it now in the 
Scripture, which plainly fliew 
that if it was the original 
tongue, and the parent of the 
•foils it mull have differed many 
changes, filch aa the lofine a 


lowed all roots that hape above 
three letters, befides vdty many 
fcripiuial words, wheje roots 
are entirely loll. However, 
this is plain from the books 
we have Hill extant, that from 
Mofes’j time, to the Babylon- 
Ifli captivity, it continued die 
fame, without any vifibie im- 


grat number of its primitive ptovement, or, indeed, with 
roou md idioms, and .adopting out any change, either for 
thole of ftrange nations (i s.'Of better or for worie. 

*h» number are generally al- 

(>) ya» Goh. de V«ft JUt, Chr. »ot »«. it % dr Comm. 1st 
r, c n _« f XHwsft. gnu, Gtnabr. Ciurer. Hera, GugA.H 



A* far as we rmdcrftand, and amable tojuugc oi iq, at 
this great diftence, wA frtHwtheSsfew teaa we have of 
k left, its genius is ^SSmrit sad exa&ly 

conformable to the muse fimplicity of the Hebrew pa-v 
triarrbs; iti worda jjk condfe, *ffk etpreffite, derived 
from a (mail number of roots, yet; without' the ftadied 
compofition of the Greek and Roman languages. It has 
the happieft and richeft fecundity, in its verbs, of any 
tongue either ancient or modern y- which arifes, frdm the 
variety and fignification of its conjugations, feme of which 
even imply a whole phrafe, and cannot be Well exprefled 
In any other language without circumlocution { QJ. It is, 
indeed, far otherwife with their way Of writing; though 
we ihould allow it equally cafjr and natural to write from 
the right to the left, asltbey did, or from the left to the 
■ right as the Greeks, Romans, and moderns do; for 
whether we take it to have been the fhrae with the pre- 
fent character, in which we have fhe facred hooks, which 
yet is univerfaily now allowed to have been the old Afly- 
rian, hut introduced only, fince the Babylonilh captivity ; 
or whether we believe it to have been the old Samaritan, 
which has been preferred only in fome few medals, and 
in the Saroaritan Pentateuch, fure it is, that the former 
feems father to have been contrived for beauty and expe¬ 
dition, whilft the other is the fartheft from either, 
and is, perhaps, the “mod uncouth and unnatural, the 
mod puzzling and unfightly, that cverwas invented, info- 
much that it is featek credible, that fo judicious a per- 
fon asMofes was, would ever hare made rife of it, if he 
had known any better extant at that rime. Ibis the reader 
will bed: judge of by the alphabet fallowing, in which 
he will jee fttfltcient rejribn to jwifyEm, and thofe who 
changed it for the more degznt aoa commodious ASyrian. 

' iQJ Thai, for infiance, conjugation makes a 1 Verb ex- 
tt hw, is Ummt, okftw- preft a contraryfenfeor aflion, 
btmatfy, to duhi tlefi and ‘ekr/e, hmeur and 

t» itmeJttt Itvt, attfih wpr Jifismur. tf rtot is or eaufe tf 
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. J 1 * 31 Am » Ac erad aombcr and order of their letter*. 
Mdctnonftrablc from thofe acroftic piece,, both in the 
rfalme and elfcwhcre, whole erenr half or whole verfe, 
«ews«Tother rei^ begin* with one of thefcletter, fuc- 
ceffively. ft » likevrife onrterfaily agreed, that the Sa¬ 
ntas letter, are either the fuse, or eery near So, with 
* *** tt « far from improbable, that 
v ^ ^TP^«MaK»*Byiamk| fo that MoSer, who 


iffw 

burnt . 





was learned in all the wifdona of Egypt, might write his 
|aSr« in tWt .sharper %_ r Sir indeed, thinks 

that he had it from the Midiatiites ■ 5 and we have, in'more 
places than oh e of thj» biftory, con eluded it highly pro¬ 
bable/that not only they, hfit all |heir trading neighbours, 
had the art of writing very early j" though it be not'pofli- 
ble to determine whether ejjch nation had a peculiar cha¬ 
racter of their qwn x or the lame in common to them all, 
much lets to aferibe the invention of it to its true 
author {R). . 1 v ; 

/ • gow- 

fVlde Plutarch, lib, dr Demon. Socrat. Kircher. Vq(T. Capel- 
& nl'mulr. c Clironol. p. no. 


(R) The Sabeans produce 
a book, which they pretend *to 
hare been written by Adam,the 
character of which,though dif¬ 
ferent from all othersfi),might 
hare given the hint to tbofe 
alphabets that hive lince been 
ufed. But as their authority 
Weighs but little ‘in this point, 
others hive attributed it th 


tory of that nation. Among 
thefe- laft, fomtr believe, that 
the Brit.writing was that upon 
the tW<i tablets and that,' con- 
fequeotly, God did find fhew 
it unto Moles, who taught it 
tp Aaron, Jofliua, and the 
feventy elders. Mod of the 
Jews are of this opinion, and 
i'ome of them add, that there 


Sethupon fill?. authority of - was an alphabet engraven alfo 
Jofephur, who tells us. that 
he caufed his aflronoruiea! dif- 
coveries to be engraven upon 
two pillars, defined pa conti¬ 
nue proof, one • againft the 
flood? and the 
the ‘ confagratiott (■*);' othets 
aferfbe it-to Enoch, bees the 
St. Jude quotes a prophecy 
of his^j), which they thihfc 
muit/have been dtanded down 
in writing; though much tnore 
probably by t wfirion; otbttv 
again gsve . tf to Kook 
Abei4wnifcA«'»othe&r 



upon the tables, along the 
niargin, in order to teach 
him, and his people, the way 
ofresiding the Decalogue. But 
the rieverfe .of' all this feeins 
implied in the account which 
that law-giver has left of his 
receiving ihofe tables: he fays, 
indeed, that they were written 
bythe finger, <St f astbephrafe 
implies, by th$,.order, apd di¬ 
rection of God t but he hints 
nothing like hhj; being, taught 
to read, them, or his inftruft- 
wm others, . much that» 

writing w as 
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rn to the 
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K.” dw weft received opinion 
,Vrr"T n tw <** ancieht Hebrew tharafter v 

SSf e " UO "f y 7 P ° fed b ? f =^> leamedmcnc' 

bZl hav!^ Ud i aS !J°1 ° nl /i the contrary all along 
but declared them (elves for the Chaldee charaftef? 

even in that place, where they have been quoted for the 
oppofift opinion d { 5 ). Amonfp thbfe af ni *a'‘ 
who have declared themfclves oltfett Wf one • h^ta’C 
an unfpeakable deal of pains to prove the Chaldee cha 
rafter was the genuine alphabet of nature, becaufc no 
letter can be founded without difpofing the organs of 

W <” S ' im wi, f> >k* figure S Ctuf 

The misfortune is, that ull hisine reabning anJmti.r 

everdfc “ “'*“ l b r "fi'» »» .fiat fiSZ^sSuXt 

®".rh %* », * T «- 

pliabet. Natur. ^ ' F. M. B. Van Helroont. A|. 


£tV*rS 

iedt t ? ^ ° n tbnt ^ u ' > ’ t l* Er definitive nor fatisfaftorv 
left, to which we moil refer we (hall (pecify, and STn 

favour of the Chaldee. The 


-. ’ -- we mud refer 

him, for fear D f digreffing be- 

Vonn nnr / * \ ° 


yond our limits (4). 

(S) The miraculous power, 
by which they affirm the mid¬ 
dle uf the D and D were fop- 
Pitted, in the two tablet which 
Moles brought from theMount, 
and which they pretend were 
engraven quite through the 


----- vuuua, 1 nc 

firfi o# chefe implies, that we 
have roll odr Columns and our 
vaus 1 (mrimating thereby the 
likeAeffl, of the.to a coJtimnwIth 
u» chapiter, fuch 3 ike name im¬ 
plies 5 » the Hebrew)■ whereas 
the Samaritan vau has nothing 
in its figure that bears the leaf? 


r\.l “D°t _n»ea n theSama- intimate*, ehatit is (aid in the 

Vrnnh TTft L / _ 1 -1 m ir 


but the Chaldee; be.- 
u ^ e > ,n the former, theCJ 
hath nothing in its figure 
dw required fuch a fuperia- 
™ral tupport. As to the paf- 
»*■* out of the Talmud 


1U «f»cr 

book of Either (j) that Mor- 
dccai wrote unto ail thenarion* 
according to their writing and 
language, arid to the Jew* 
alio, according to their Ian- 
WLWi wnwng, which «- 
preffioto:khpge*,-tJMt the He* 
ftmttbepid 
which the 


Am • : **■■* <*u* «t, «t 

if Ao&X 

* 4 *- «*&■ *-* 

i* 2 entirely 



the Ifijiory of &» jet vt 

entirely overthrown by one hQt, Sf ptodoeed 

for the otter fide ; namely, that of the old Jejnft fcekel 
Kerf reprefented, 




infcribedoft-one fide, the shekel of Israel; and, 
on 3te rtFerii:, JERUSALEM the holt; not only in 
thfe3*maritmcbara£t£r,but, aa there is feme rcafon to fup- 
pofe, in tbs £aie£t of Jerufaknj (X). By the nave of 

Ifraol 


(JD Some Of theft ftekdi ' culotu rod budding forth ah 


- wet* i^n, 



... on one tide W 
id hire been AatodV miri- 


and. on the other, the 

►The letter’ 
uk being platn 

i, an* oarioufly «»• 
_ t» Band for the name 
of God, of Jftad, Dwid, ,° r 
Jfem&taB tnftt the «*£> 
nans round thoft two “**' 
except 







totbe 


Ifiael in the fiifi, could not be meant the ten revolted 
tribes, hepassfc. tjtey ^r'l^ttyog jK» do wtih Jerufalem the 
Jioly, which'IS on the reverfe. There are alio fome preg¬ 
nant proofs, that it could not belong to the Samaritan* 
after the captivity; their hatred again# the Jews was 
grown to fuch rancour by that time, that they would have 
fullered any calamity, rather than be forced to ftamp fuch 
an infeription upon their coins. . , 

The reader may fee rt(e whole argument at Targe in the 
authors quoted below r ; from which the Samaritan cha- 
ra£ler is proved to have been the ancient Hebrew, and 
not that which has been, and is ftill, ttfed by the Jews 
and Chriftians under that name. 

Thefe char afters, notwithftanding their great affinity 
to the Old Phrenician, if they: he not indeed the fame, 
and the vaft pfogrefs of this latter all over the world, 
would have heen entirely loft, had they not been pre¬ 
ferred to us in the Samaritan Pentateuch ; by the help of 
which, we have been able to decypher both the inferip- 

T Morin, Simon, Calmer, Whifton, &al. 


except a fmall variation of the 
charafter. and orthography be¬ 
tween 1 thofe extant coins, they 
plainly anfwcr to thofe in the 
modem Hebrew, on the one 
lide, shekel iskass. ; and on: 
the reverie, jerushalaim 
Ha kadosh A, Jernfalem the 

holy, ' 

Thus then the argument in 
favour of the Samaritan cha- 
tafters feema to amount to 
5 demonftniriqp. We can fee 
hut two things that can be bb- 
c&ed again# it with any eo- 
our of reaibn; the firft is, 
hat confideriog the notorious 
beats which have been im- 
ra i*d upon the world, with 
“Peft to coins, and medals, • 
[ e ffiould be welt tflufnd of. 
. 6 genuinenefs of thefts te- 
we we venture to deride 

' 

<we the revolt ofthe fen 


tribes, which is more than pro¬ 
bable, from what we have ob- 
ferved above, of one iide’s be¬ 
ing jnferibed the (hekel of 
Ifrael, yet ' they may have 
as likely heen the tribute- 
money, which the Samaritans, 
or feme of the Casaanmih ns- 
tion*, taid either to David, 
Solomon, Or to fome of hit 
fucceffots. What gives this 
latter opinion a greater face 
of probability, is the difference 
of charsifter' and orthography 
betwixt thofe coins, which 
cannot be fo well accounted 
for, if we fupfwfc them to,have 
belonged to a. -Angle people. 



Ito Baingr t 
i, «a tbrirtribute-money. 

brews, vie^^wthe 
: for the resfen Of tins 

tion 
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tipn cjf thefe Shekels, which haj thrown gre^ta light 
oh thu. (jontrojcrfy, and’iif fiwijc (per ^cetticiaq medals, 
of no left ufe in ott^r pap, of ancient tuftory. But 
though we had no copies of that book till withip theft 
two hundred years (Y)s and copfequently no JpiQwlege of 
thofe ffiekels till fome time.'after^ we muft not think the 
Samaritan Pentateuch ieiqaineif unknown till then, or 
that the Chaldee had piffed till that time for the original 
Hebrew chara&er.' Oil the contrary^ we find the former 
often mentioned by fome of the fathers and other ancient 
authors*; the greateft part of whom ,’efpecially of the fa¬ 
ttier*, were of opinion, that the Jews exchanged their old 
Samaritan for that more beautiful Chaldee, which is now 
in ufe with them, after their return from the Babylonifh 
captivity, whilft the Sarparitank chofe to prelferve the an¬ 
cient character. This opinipn W’as Iikewife embraced by 

1 Vide Orig. Fitxapl. Hieren. in tiek. iral. Eufeb. Crfar. 
TarJeaf. Cyril. Alex. PrAcop. Syneell. & it. 

(Y) Archbifbop Ulher is writer we know of ; but who- 
the perfon to whom we ate ever confrdere the raft inter, 
beholden for the firfi copies val between the creation of the 
that ever were brought into. world, and the time in which 
Europe j the' frcqu^at men- he wrote, . the great imereafe 
tion made of it in Tome of the of mankind, their early com- 
authors quoted above, «would merce, arts, and feiences, will 
not fuflfer him to,he at reft, as hardly think the knowlege of 
he exprefifes htmfelf (i), till he letters to be fo recent as that 
had procured five or fix of lawgiver’s writings. It will 
them from Syria apd Paleftine,. be more reafonable to divide 
nod had care bitty Ctantlhed the honour of that invention, 
them. What his».ohfcrvation s, and its gradual improvements, 
and thofe of other learned men among Snore nations, and per- 
«*» concerning that book, is haps more ages than one j for, 
» opr pOrpcrffe; the Without alt dotfbt, bad Mofcs 
reader may coofttlt the authors known it to have been the 
hereunder quoted (si. With invention of one man, efpe- 
refpect to the charoder itfelf, dally of one of the patriarchs, 
Ihall not pretend to decide, he would not have failed r "; 

well as the in¬ 
ti, forging, and 


t) hJorin. Pifl' 11 ' 
. T."' S«wime* B 
Cowbeft, tom. "• 
chap. ■*. & feqq 
maoy 


wnetlttr the Phoenician* had it sordine him, 
from the Hebrews, or tfiiefe ventors of mi 

sas • 

P^bnon. 


FrSftnon. PSlitdCritle. 1 
ITbeetog. * Ho*h.q»> ErfrttaUx 
(!) Winder's Hilt, of Lsaw&g, *«£ tt 


tothr 


many modern etft>cs,even before .thefe Samaritan copies 
werebrougbtmt© Europe, though by a far greater num¬ 
ber, ,un«s foefe additional teftmonics have come to light. 

There is, however, a third clafs, who' have endeavoured 
to reconcile thediffcrence,.byaffirn\irig,tbat the ancient 
Jews had two fort# of charadera, the facreri and the 
vulgar 5 the firft of, which they, pretend was the Chaldee 
now in. life, and the latter foe Samaritan 1 } but as they 
have given no reafonable proof for fuch a diftindion, it 
has been juftly rejeded a# chimerical. 

It has Jikewife been a famous difputc among the T%dr 
learned, whether the Hebrews ufed any vowel letters} or pcnu'tr 
whether the points, which are now called by that name, ’utwli. 
were fubftituted inftead of them} and, if fo, whether 
they are as old as Mofes, or invented by Ezra, or by the 
Mafforetes(Z). It is not our deiign to enter into that 
fpacious field,of controverfy, which ha# exerciihd the 
talents of the aloft learned critics of, the (two laft cen¬ 
turies, and is far from being as yet adiufted by thofe of 
the prefent. It will be fufficient, we hops, to acquaint 
our readers with the raoft received opinions upon thofe 
two heads, and to refer them, for further fatisfadion, to 
the authors whb have treated on thefe fubjeds ex profeffo. 

As to the firft, it is now the general opinion, that the 
aleph, he, vau, iod, and aip, ferved inftead of vowels, 
though they were fametimes omitted, or, as the gram¬ 
marians term.it, underftood, ip their declcnfions and con¬ 
jugations, apd often varied in their found, and had fome- 
timcs the power of confonants, as ojur j and v. Sure it Hot - J ~t 
is, the Samaritans never admitted of any others, though ltd by th, 
they eafily read their Hebrew Pentateuch by the help of ■ Sa * ar '- 
their Samaritan charader. The fame oblervation will 
hold with refped to the Chaldee, Syriac, and jVrabic, 

^hich laft did not begin to ufe points till feveral centuries 
after Chrift; nay, the Jews themfelvea never admitted 
them in their fynagogue?, no not even to this day. So 
that it is plain, notwithftanding the many objedions that 
have been raifed, it maybe, and is cafity, read without 
thofe points, which feem only invented for the greater 

* RR. Aaarisb, Ab. de Banenor Poftet Boatorf. Coatiee. 
Se a*o>hM.J £ al. l . * " ‘ 


(Z )& fix of 
u P«w foe »ibip,fo 
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At what ante, and 


in what place they wrote, the 
learned nave not yet been able 
to determine. 


P4 


cafe 



Vtmr juii- 



oft °f leattidbiand totmeferre the tme pronunciation 
®f th«t*fas*iae. ■ In the Scripture, as ire now bare it, 
fadW word* bare one letterlarger than the reft, others 
W*» ^ smc *t the beginning, fame in the middle, and 
fame at -the end of a word I fame ;are fufpended, or ftand 
hi|[ber in the line, and others are turned upfide down. 

■ The antiquity and authority of the points is the next 
article in difpute. Jews and Chriftians have .been much 
divided, one party attributing them to Mofes, and mak¬ 
ing them equally authentic with the text; and-the other 
afcrihtng tbem to Ezra, and the men of the great fyna- 

{ oguc - dll the famous Elias Levita b , a learned German 
ew, who flourifhed at Rome about the-middle of the fix- 
teenth century, made it appear that they had never been 
tn ofa till after the finiflfing of the Talmud, about five 
hundred years after Chrift.' His book foon raifed him 
a cloud of adversaries, both of his own nation, and of 
Chriftians. Amongthelitter were the two Buxtorfs, 
who produced fame Cabbaliftical books of great antiquity, 
at leaft boafted as fuch by the Jews, in which there was 
exprefs mention of points (A) Thefe were anfwered by 
Capelins and other oritics, till Morenus, having examined 
aM thathad .been urged oti both fides, wrote nis learned 
differtationtm that fubjea, agaihft which there has been 
nothing replied of any confluence; whereas his opinion 
has been umverfally applauded and confirmed- by thofe 

* Eli. Levin prxfat. j. U Miforsth Hsmsoafor. 


(A). Thefe books am the 
Balur, Zohar, and Kozri. 
The firft is pretended t* have 
been written a little before 
our Saviour’s time; and die 
fecund, which quotes and re¬ 
fers to it, not, much above a 
century after; As for the 
Koeri, the Jew w3l have it to 
,» about one rhonfand nine 
hundred jears did, die para- 
cuUrs®ti conference between' 
aLleanfaJ JJfa' fad the king at:- 
m Which the latter 

asms# 


aswsastt. 

Ubu_t,he latter ,hfa .,-thh. e*p. 
About’ them; «< that 


they are the feme to the letters 
that closths are to a modeft 
woman, who dares not be feen 
wialsput^ them.” Weye the 
boafted antiquity of thefe books • 
unqueftiouable, t^ere would be 
an end at once of the argu¬ 
ment,; but the veracity of the 
Jews, in fuch matters. Is not 
to, be rafted upon. However, 
what ftwfas the hnpdfture of 
tbentjlMiyondfal doubt is, that 
there Wre things in them Which 
mufthave, been- written about 
Aiq^jufand yean .after their 

01106 °d 


tnat 



frGipth&jr. 

that baft come after tim in dw'cedtrfie-af'&efe enquiries. 

Neither Origen. nor fit. Jeront, itor even the compiler of 
die Talmud, which, according «* him, was not finilhed 
till the feventh century, knew any thing of them) no, nor 
even any of die Jewflh rabbks, that wrote during the 
eighth and ninth. He adds, that the firft footftepa he 
met of them were in the writings of the cabbies Aaron 
Ben-Afher^chief of the weftem, and MofesBen-Naphtali, 
chief of the eaftern fchool; that b, about the middle of 
the tenth century "•(&). 1 

At the fame time tbefe dodiors fct about inventing and t-h- r v lft 
fixing the grammatical points, the comma and full flop, thtgrim, 
to divide the periods and verfes, which till that time had *"«•«/ 
lain confuTed and undiftinguifhed, not only in the fferijp. 
ture, but alfo in all the other Hdbrew boOks (C). Thbha* 
been alfo a very ufeful work to the world, though few 
Chriftian interpreters have thought it neceffary to confine 
themfelves to their divifions. On the contrary, there ia 

c Vide Morin. Biflert. Btblic. Capal. Arcan. Punfiat. It 
Distrib, Walton. Prologoro. Dupin. Voff. Wafmuth. ft al, mult. 

(B) Wc (hall fubjoin a (faort number; and all <rf them, one 
fpecimen of tbofe points,- fi*r or two excepted, placed under 
the lake of our Englilb tenders, the letter, as follows i . 

They are reckoned fourteen in 


Long points. Semi briefs. 
^ karnti a patacb a 

K tztrt t K Jigvl > 

, ti cbirit i gadol ^ chirik ) . 

itf ebeitm ; » 1 catfu i 

Jtmni v ^ holm a 

1 m ' H kibbutz a 


Qgite brief*. 

N ft*** . I 

if cbattph-paltah ( 3 
& catephrfegal t 1 
tt cbattpb-cametz i - _ 


(C) An eminent critic af- afterwards; and chip he'affirms 
fares us, that he had examm- equally of the grammaticaland 
,ed above two thoufand He- vowel points. And he was fp 
brew mhmdcri|*ta of all forts, fine, that he had made dg the ne- 
snd that he never met bfthany efflsitf ehquirjf'aftdttl'eih. 'fhaV 
pointed, drat were above fix hedeSesall the advocates for 
hundred years old; or, at leaft, the Mints to produce one Bias 
if the, books themfelves litre could difptoVe bis aifcrrion: 
of older date, yet thfe’ poimi sri&b-ftenfeew bedfiJieitie’Bi 
were raanifeftly added to them this day, that we Ju;ow of {ij, 

{>) Vide If. Voff, d t IXXnL Interpret, TraufUt. cap. jo- 

fcartd 
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£ftwt 
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fc*re«amodftteverikm that 4 otfe jMW:>reafonabJy. depart 
fromthem, when a clearer fonfe, a parallel place, or 
analogy, warrants their deviation*. It rnufl be owned, 
however ? that the labour of the Maflorites, in tbefo two 
tdpe&s, has proved yery fervkeabie to the learned} and 
, that they have niade the knowkge of the (acred books 
Much more eafy and expeditious than it was before. 
Heir other prodw&ons* tboup;h. sSfwUy'tabo|ious, are of 
jr more trifling nature : they invented a peat variety of 
other points ; fome rhetorical, feme mufical, and others 
criticaH the forme* were defigned to keep up the right 
cadence and chantof the Hebrew j and the latter to fix 
the fenfe of ambiguous places in their own way s all 
which grew as various, numerous! and intricate, as they 
were indeed ufele&i and #n fome cafet ridiculous. From 
tbefe inventions- they-proceed to number the verfes, and 
even letters bf every booky and to mark down how often 
every letter of the alphabet occurs. As the defign of all 
this labour was tp prevent any miftakes, additions, omif- 
fions, or alterattstis, frttt creeping into the text; fo it 
plainly intimates, that they were cOnfcious of its having 
Wttittfl^ililM''litfgtey andebat, notwithlfonding all 
their- pretended care and forup ulouse x act n e fs in tranferib- 
ing them; they'had not bain able altogether to avoid fome 
fttch mifchance. 

• The m^terM? which'the Hebrews wrote upon, as well 
as the inftrument they wrote with, may, in fome meafure, 
be afeertafoed from certain places of Scripture. As to the 
fortner, li is plain, that their fifft Writing, namely, the 
Decalogue, was upott tables of ftone. But it is likely, 
that Moles made me flf a left heavy and cumberfome ma¬ 
terial to write the "reft of his laws upon. Inch as die (hit- 
aim, or fome other hard wood. This wav of writing 
upon tables wasftill in ofe, not pnlf in Ifaian’s days, but 
ccmtinued fo; till ot^r Saviour’s time. Befides thefe, we 
find frequent mention made in Job, the Pfalms, and the 
Prophets, of thrii’ writing upbmrolls, which are feafon- 
ablyfappofed to have been niide " ! fttns, or Of fome ■ 
pliable iWter fit to roll up 5 fee fo the original word im¬ 
ports And we have the teftifoonies.of Herodotus, 

4> . jfpt- «i *.%• ZfHiar.. v. »■ 
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and Diodorus Siculus L to prove th*t the lonians and Pcr- 
fians ufed the firins of flljep and goats to write upon, lone 
enoiigh before king Pergamus, who, is therefore , to be 
looked upon a# an improver rather than the inventor of 
parchment*.: Thefe roils differedin fizc, according to the 
fubjeci they contained* and the cfiaraifter a which it was 
written j fo that fome of them confided of feverai (kins 
fewed to one another length wife. The Jews retain them 
to this day in their fynagoguea. The lines were not con¬ 
tinued through the whole length of the (kin, much lefs of 
the roll, byt were conveniently divided into columns. 
This is what is meant by what our yerfion renders it gin;, 
in that place of Jeremiah h , where the king cut the roll in. 
pieces, after they had read three, or four pages,of it. Of 
this fort was alfo, we fuppofe, the book of the law, which 
the higb-prieft found in Jofiah’s tjme *. 

We do not find that the Ifraelites had any fcbools or 
colleges, for the inftruftion of their youth, if we except 
thofe of the prophets, which were of a different nature. 
They bred up their fons to bodily exercife, fuch as would 
heft fit them, either for war pr hufbandryj and their 
daughters to houfehold occupations, without troubling 
themfelv.es much about cultivating’ their, minds, farther 
than to inftru& them in the knowlege of their religion and 
laws} and this was the province of the parents, chiefly on 
the fabbath. ' ,, . 

All that related to religion and morality was contained 
in the Mofaic books, and interfperfed in tbe others} bur, 
befides thefe, they had the Pfabns, fire Proverbs, and 
Ecclefiaftes, with many other writings of - Solomon; a 
great part of which is lifcewife loft j to fay nothing of Tab 
and the Prophets. All thefe they wire in(huffed m, even 
from their infancy j they heard them expounded on the 
fabbath, and other feftivals, by the prophets, and Levitea. 
Their lawgiver otdatned, that their children fhouid be 
mftrndted only in fueh truths, as? were proper to inspire 
them with anawfol regard to God andhislaws, and with 
the love of virtue s wbilft he forbad them aimoft upon ait 
occaGons, to be inquifitive after the religion and learning 
°f other nations (E). 

;|^ r 

'Hefoilot. I&. v. Mod. Sc. lib.iv sVoffOrfc.&Mvde 
fMnmat cap. k Jeftni. xxxyivtj. iiKiogi xxii. I. 

(E) This wa* probably alfo ordinary di(regard they (hewed 
ine foundation, of that extra- for thofe ufefiiTara andfcfonces, 

" " ■ in 




5Si r Hffery of the- jwt 

'Tf’heir changing of ®thc folar into the lunar year* and 
the complete month of thirty days, into the irregular 
moons of'twenty-nine and thirty } their diftineuilhing the 
days of At veek) not by the (even planets, hut by nrft, 
fecond, and third day, or firft and fecond from the fab- 
bath i the divifion of foe day and night, not into twelve 
equal parts, hot the day into four parts, and the night 
imb four watches) are ftrong prefumptioha of their ig¬ 
norance in the fcience of aftronotny, even at a time when 
ft was well known to the Egyptians and other neighbour¬ 
ing Rations- It does not even appear that they had any 
iUOfUmfcntato reckon the time, fuch as clepfydrse, or wa¬ 
ter-glades, and fun-dials, except that we read of the fun- 
dial, or as the original fignifies, tbt flair-iaft, or flight of 
fltf s, of Ahaz *: and eveif allowing this to have been a 
teal and regular fun-dial, it was probably the work of 
feme' foreign artift (F), 

On 

ft a King* XX. 9, Sc feq. 


fo which their neighbours had 
fo long impelled. Arithmetic, 
belngfb necefiary for the trad- 
■fog part, - might indeed find 
feme encouragement wmongll 
them > and,even this we offer 
more as apeobable conjpdhwe, 
than from spy jefHmooy-but, 
as. fornavigation awl, aftro- 
nooiy, wefindnothing fofoeir 

bMh>ry». hwt yii»« mo* *» of 

their fo^utforiy unknown- 
T^e markune tribds contented 
thfcmfebfe' :rwth receiving 
roigp mtrriaaau info their 1Ui> 
fcoors, without endeavouring 
to dairy on their commerce 
abroad-; infomuth that when 
HoiemOB refal ved to fend (bene 
foips JtM- foreign", countries, 
Jfo.cW8e= forced fo Jbm*h them 
jtfSfoforeign follow.. 

bm 

fafoll fcaar oefin jaid 

‘ poor - 

Mm&m < fo3#foBt.,'tbmr new. 
ifi ikifttihriaiiiii »f IrMr 


profound ignorance. We (hall 
only' add, foit for from know¬ 
ing any thing of edipfes, they 
have ndt fo much as one upon 
record, or indeed a name for 
it. They probably looked upon 
them as miraculous tokens of 
the divine wrath, and fo never 
dived farther into the nature of 
foem. 

., (T) To leek for other foi- 
.ences, or for. fchools or uni- 
yerfities, among them, were 
like feekiog them among the 
Gothaand Vandals; they not 
only had an equal contempt 
for them, and for thofe ha- 
t ioesrhst cultivated them, but 
locked upon them as dangerous 
and foifowfol. Tb.eir «yl, or 
arafofo-hatred. ssafott them, 
wysjfbV.rer from abating, after 
their return from Babylon, 
where. «they had foen them 
■fldutilb, that “ft rather grew 
info# kind of, fory, infomuch 

large ‘ chronic,' b»- 
. tiUed’jufo.«. ; a,. hath recorded 
a fep- 



. to the Bahybnffi Captivity. 

On the other hand, they were no lefs careful to culti¬ 
vate the know lege of religion among themfelve*: we can¬ 
not indeed be fore, that they had any fynagogucs before 
the captivity; though rt be far from improbable, con- 
fidering the great diitance at which fbme of them lived 
from the temple, and that at belt they were obliged to re¬ 
fort thither but thrice a year ; but other places they had 
for prayer and inftru&ion, namely, the fchools of foe 
prophets, to which they might repair on the fabbafos, 
new-moons, and other fcftivals. By prophet*, we mean 
not thofe flriftly To called, men endowed with foe fpirit. 
of prophecy (G), but their difciples, or, as the Hebrew 
idiom terms it, “ the fons of the prophets.” The formes 
were generally confolted by the kings, priefts, arid ejders 

a fentence of anathema, which doth not always fignify anin- 
pafled in the time of Hyrcanus fpired perfon, in the Old Tef- 
and Ariftobulus, again!! fuch tament, but often a preacher 
as Ihould fuffer their children of righteouihefs, fuch as were 
to be inftrufled in any part of all the patriarchs from Sethp* 
the Greek learning- Solo- or in the fenfe of the Gofpel, 
mon, indeed, we are told, was fuch as believed and taught the 
an excellent naturalift, and coming of the Meffiah ; in 
wrote a great deal upon that which fenfe alfo, thofe that 
fubjeft; but he was fo far preached him, and bis doc- 
from recommending that ftudy triije, 'after his coming, are 
toothers, that he calls his re- alfo called prophets, and their 
fearches of that kind, “ vanity preaching, prophecy. The 
and vexation of fpirit;" or, aB fame may be alio Faid of thofe 
the original imports, afltiint whofutrg the praifes of God, 
vfoH the wind (a). Whilfl or accompanied them, with 
they were thus averfe to the feme uiuncal inftfument, at 
learning of other nations, they . Miriam, the company'of pro- 
were ho lefs fcrupulous of con- phets that “met Saul, and the 
cealing their own from their fons of Afeph, of Heman, end 
neighbours, efpecially their fa- Jeduthun, who are faid to have 
cred books; witnefs the grief prophefied with harps, pfid- 
they exprelled when Ptolemy teries, and cymbals i though 
obtained a verfion of them into they were pfopjrly no other 
Greek; in memory of which, than muficiani.' The stpofilp 
they have kept a ftrift, even a gives the title of prop bet even 
double fail on the eighth and to the: heathen poets; and 
ninth days or the month The- herice come* that dtfhudKon in 
vet, or December. St. Auftin, of JcwHh, Chfif- 

(G) The word Prophet, tian, and Heathen prophets (3}. 

.(*) Ecctef, i. It fed. paflim. (3) Vide Luke i. 70. 1 Cor. 

*i». 114. *y, ic&q. tc aiib. Ekmb xv. ao. i toa-at j. 

1 Chron. aav. 1. Tit. i. sa. Prefab in Bb. sin, coat. Fauft. 

u£ 



Schnh, 



tf Ip^jpeojflb, upon' jiff extraordinary occaGons, whether 
4 fejptt rbHgfoa or ftkfe affairs s aw! the latter were-brought 
upubder them, *nd fitted for mftru£Hng the people in 
HwSMty m virtue, and the worfhip of God. 

'^Theyhad their habitation chiefly in the country; they 
lifjed irf a hind of fociety atnohg themfefves, and were 
gtoSeraSjr directed by one or tnote of the prophets, and to 
whom they gave the title of Father 11 . Their houfes were 
brt-nfftt, and of, their Own building. Their food was 
chiefly pottage made of herbs; bnlefs When the people 
fettr fbrtJe’better fere to them, fuch as-bread, parched 
c6Ri, fiioney, dried fruits, and the like 1 . Their drefs was 
plain and cearfe, tied about with a leathern girdle fc ; their 
whits," being fo few, were^eafify fUpplied with their own 
hands i and as their views reached no farther, fo they 
limited their labour to Bare neceffaries, that they might 
beftpW the mote rime in prayer, ftudy, and retirement.' 
Riches'wjere no temptation, to them in fuch a ftate ; and 
.therefore Elifha not only refilfed Naaman’s prefents, but 




de&itjely obtained a fmall portion of them. This la¬ 
borious, reclufe, and abftemious courfe of life, joined to 
their meaonefs of drefs, gave them fuch a ftrange air, es¬ 
pecially amefng the epurtiers, that they looked upon them 
as no better than madmen. Their extraordinary freedom, 
in'reproving evtw princes for their wicked deeds, expofed 
them frequently to■gerfecutiOns, imprisonments, and fome- 
times to tteath; efipecially in the reigns of fome violent 
l^ipces* fuch .as &$ab and Man»ffeh ; but, in the main, 
pjie^weTC always refpe^led by the better and wafer fort, 
Wien a# tleehigheft rank, and ufed with the utmoft reve- 


3£*-is all 'etaft we know concerning their religious 
u W u b i tk lB : tfaofe who have ventured to give us a far- 
fitepWfdt Of them, fuch as theirTiving in perpetOaJ ce- 
®i” a - °b cd te nce » hive fpun dr out of their 
if Braids. 1 Trilii it is, we do riht read of atay women 

B S i'’ #hen tht* Stumamitc went to ac- 
Be. ( ^fcalh of bcc. fon, he Cent Gchazi 
\ysa- me^wou^haye fellen down at, his 
tpipindler hier : bnt.it is.alfo cer- 
fthe prophet* woes' married, and had 
iamuel, Ifaiah (whofe .wife is called 

a pro- 



aprophetefs 1 }, Ezekiel k ,.and Hofei's anditwas the widofo 
of one of she fons of th« prophets, whofe oQ Elififo -mW 
raculonfly increafed, to £ave her fens from being fold «t 
the creditors of the deceafed The propbeteffes were 
likewife married: Deborah was the wife of Lapidoth "; 
and Huldah, whom king Jofiah feat to CDflfult, was'the 
wife of Shallum; and (he is obfmed (la the test} to have 
lived in the college of Jerufafem •. , ? 

The Talmudifts reckon from Abraham to Malaobj, 
forty-eight prophets, and fix propheteffes (H). Several 
of the former are known to us by flOthitig but their names* 
as for the reft, we (hall have occafion to fpecify their ao- 


1 Ila. viii, j, 
• Kings iv. i, 


v Eaek. xxiv. tj, 
& feq. ”Judg, ivf 4.. 


(H) It ia obfervable with 
refpeft to Daniel," that though 
the Jews allow him a rank 
among the other prophets, yet 
they will not admit hia writ¬ 
ings amongft thofe of the reft, 
but only among the Hagiogra- 
pha, which they look upon as 
of the leaft authority of aH the 
canonical books. The teafons 
they give for this difrefpedt, 
are thefe: l> That Daniel was 
a counter, and fpent his life ia 
luxury and grandeur iptbe fer- 
vice of an uticircumcifed king. 
*• That the fpirit of prophecy 
was confined to the land of Ca¬ 
naan, out of which he lived all 
hia lif^ Toxhefe, feme have 
added a third, namely, that 
he had been ani eunuch, ac- 
eo«hng to Khiah's prophecy to 
Hezekiah { and that fuch were 
•ercliyied from entering into 
™e congregation of the Lord. 
Some learned Jews have in- 
heed viadicaod him from this , 
•ait imputatien •, but their Ge- 
wirrah cafts a (fill much more 


IfoC Lay te ftq, 

• a lungs xxii. 14, ij, 

. . >v ■ A .>* 

injurious refleflibn upon him; 
namely, that he dole privately 1 
into Egypt to buy. hogs, whill 
Nebuchadnezzar was fetting 1 
Up his golden image; and his 
three friends, Shadrach, Me-' 
(hech, and 1 Abednego, were 
condemned to the (lames, for 
refufing to worfhip it, < Ait 
this rancour, however* is fops 
pofed to: fpring from the great 
u|e which ■ the Chriftians have 
tnade of. his writings agginft 
them ; though Ezekiel < gives 
him a great charafter when_he 
mentions him with Noah' and • 

J ob. Even JoftphudJ though 
e allows 'him to have been a - 
complete politician, ia (a for 
from denying him thedtk >rf, 
prophet, that he everigivet' 
trim the prcferen* 
in feveral refpeias. jyjfs.tte. 
reft of the J^vs-have thnwm • 
his pB^hecira'iB^'filw,?"'"* - ' 


p (♦) Vide a Kings -xx. si. 
tolfa, Jig* 


Deut. xxiii, i, ‘ 
lib. x. 

Part *. " 



injbn. 
... . . Sochi 
fold. ■ 



Mis, writing*, alul chara&ers, when we come to the 
ppry thofc kings, in wbofe reigns they lived, afed 
jrhwhkh they have an immediate relation. The ways 
y which God is faid W have revealed, himfelf to them 
reve virions * to foroe he appeared and {poke, either in 
human or feme other vifible form, as he did to Abra- 
,am Mid Mofes j to others he made himfelf known by 
ofee only, as to Samuel, Jeremiah, Hofea, and others k . 
iometimes by vifioas, as he did to Ifaiah, Ezekiel, and 
)aniel', at other time* by dreams: but the moil ufual 
- d general way was, by tbe foie operation of the Spirit 
fGod, a£H|»g on the milid of the prophet. In this laft 
Banner, the book of Pfalms is generally thought to have 
icon dilated by the HolyjGboft to the author, or rather 
lUtbors of it, Mofes, David, Solomon, the three fons of 
Jhore, Afaph, and the reft 1 . 


SECT. IV. 

The Jewifb Chronology, from Abraham's Vocation , to 
' the Babylonijh Captivity. 

A CCORDING to the chronology we have followed 
in this work, wjiich is that of archbifhop Ufher, 
the time which elapfed from Abraham’s firft entrance into 
Canaan, to Jacob’s defcent into Egypt, amounts to 215 
yearf : his pofterity remained in this country as much 
more. From their coming out of that bondage, to So¬ 
lomon’s laying the foundation of the temple, the text tells 
us, 4#oiyeari elapfed®: from thence to tnejdeftru&ion of 
ft by Nehuekadnezzar, when Judah was carried into capti- 
yity^wManiJlMmlo'f 422 years fo that the whole time 
of fhis.r: v':h| .from the -vocation of Abraham to the Ba- 
byletiUh captivity, amounts to 1332. As to the kingdom 
of IfraeL, it laftcd only 254 years from its defaftion from 
thatof Judah, in the thirty-feventh year after the build¬ 
ing of the tftmple, to their being carried away captive by 
Shahnanefer; an event which happened 134 years before 
the : f#W:ii(h captivity. _ 1 


AlpSugh ftte larger divifions of this *ra are fixed 
.OjMh the folid foundation of Scripftire, it is flot > caff 

M‘Ssm. 1 ft. '4,'It few. Jar. <• ** H % s®. . JMi- 
I«<ron. Profit.inPlkl. “ * Kingsvi. 1,. -SeetheM»r- 
4ls^ OwefloUyy ^ottr Bible*, and lifter's A%b. p ji- 


to' adjuft the finalter period*, efpeciattytfcofeybkh Hf- 
latfe to the feferal reign* of tbejr.iftdgts and kings, be- 
caufe of the almoft irrcConciteable diifisrotce between the 
Hebrew and Samaritan chronology, aft weft m between 
th efc two, and that of the Septuagint: to fay nothing of 
Jofephas, and other Jewilh writers; 

But thefe are not theonly cau&s of the difficulty that 
occurs in fettling the Jewiftt chronology; their biftorians 
affe&ed to ufe round numbers in their large computations, 
without minding too fcrupuloufly -the odd years. The 
tee inaccuracy prevails in their feflet reckoaingst thofe, 
m iaftance, of the reigns, .which they computed by com¬ 
plete years,‘overlooking the odd months, which the firft 
and laft happened to fall fhort ef s thus, it often happen¬ 
ed, that a whole year was gained within the compels of 
two or three reigns. The book of Judges, whoever was 
the author of it .(I), compared with Jofephus’s hiftory of 
them, feems only a ftiort account of fo many perfons, an4 
of their government, without regard to the interregnums, 
and anarchies, which happened between... It feems, in¬ 
deed, as if they were defignediy palled over, as dead 
epochas not worth recording. And laftly, after the di- 
vifion of the two kingdoms, the length of every king’s 
reign is fet down, and the fynchronifms between thofe of 
Judah and Ifrael, are exa&ly obferved; and yet there of* 


(I) It certainly was not be- of the landwhich they think 
gun, and continued byfeveral mutt at lettfl bet hat of Tigkth* 
hands, under the government Pelefer, fepra not to confider, 
of each judge, as we may per- that, by what the author fay* 
reive, not only from the uni* at the beginning, “ thpt the 
formity of ftyle throughout, children Of Benjamin dwelt 
but alfo beCaufb the author, with the Jehufitcs in Jerofi- 
whoever he vgjs, greet a kiml lem, uate this dfty,” he mutt* 
of epitome of tire-whole book bave ftved before thefe werd 
at the beginning; and the ex- driven out of it by David. It 
preffion which often occurs in is therefore mote probable, 

«, “ that in thofc days there the Jews.,think, that tiaceep- 
•was no king in Ifrael,’’ Ihews tivity here fpokeft tjae 
>t to have .beat written alter battle whiebthe Hnefiteft left 
the beginning of their rao&ar- againtt lfoe PhiUttawn^airhell 
thy. On the ether hand, the a**. *aa taimvby 
thofe who date it after, tj*** whi#uJ$nMb 
captivity, frc celft k it dire ably lhppow^ »post .number 
hud, “that Jonathan and his of the people were alfo ttfcen 
font cominued m;b*pridtt» &ptirC. . 

*nnlthed^ ef Ae cajrthrity 
Vei.IL' * 








































IBOK M reconciled ta mt^ rb«. «y> »k t , . ■ 

or igfj other nation. '' 

The truth is, that ad their records, the factedhookt 
accepted, though not of a mote recent date than their 
fccm THolly dirc&ed byir; fo th at'whatever 
fmall difference fs to be met with between them, in point 
of chronology, « rather owing to a different leading or 
undemanding of that book, than a deviation from itV add 
of what authority botfc this and the others ought tri be 
to us.^we need not infconthe reader. • Howevei, for the 
fatisfaction of fnch as are not acquainted with tbefe chro- 
nological works, we fhall mention fome few erf the moff 
conuderable, together with their authors, as far es they are 
known, and the time in which they were compiled / A V 
The firif is the Scdar Holam Rabbah, or Large Cb‘tmkle. 
which contains a fhort hiftory from the creation, and is 
generally attributed to one Rabbi Jofe Ren Chalephta. 
who nourifhed, if we may believe the generality ofthe 
Jews, about one hundred and thirty years after Chrift, 
andwfaid to have been mailer to the famous Jehudah 
Hakodefh, the compiler of the Miihna j but what foews 
lum to be of more modem date is, that his work is con. 
turned down to the time trf the emperor Adrian * (B); 

2. The Shea loth, and Teihuboth, or.Questions and Ato~ 
fwers, diatoguewifc, of Rabbi Sherira, fortumed Goon, 
or the Sublime. This is a chronological epitome, die 

B^^ n * **•* M *** P 


(A) And here we (hall pais 
by. their fictitious Jofephus 
Ben Gorion, whom they have 
obtruded upon the world irt- 
«ead of the rpal Jofephus, fo 
well known to the Chriftians, 
sad fo often mentioned in this 
hiftory. The reader may fee' 
an account of thefetwo, and- 
reafons for the former’s 
being foind by the Jim, 
ft> .oppofit?<m to the latter, in 
f rsfeaukVConne^on, ■ Krfieris . 
be wifl find alfo a fofer Ac -'. 1 
c °onif<rf,the 


felves with foe bare mention 
of> s«d only obferve, that they 
follow the Hebrew text as for 
as it goes; the reft is moftfo 
fuppUed by the Tainted, m 
. the time of h* being cemjSed^ 
and then by. anchors of htK 
date. ’ *.r 

(B) Dean Pride* 
that the book 
rabbhuc 

ken ourw ™ 




the Bijlory of the Jem 

author of ■which flourilhed from the year 967, down- 

3. The Cedar Holam Zutfa, or Leffer Chronicle, another 

epitome of hiftory, from the creation to the year of 
cSirift J j2 ; whofe unknown author lived, as the bookit- 
felffays, about the year 1123'. - 

4. Sepher Cabbala Rabbi Abraham Levita Ben Dior ; 
this book pretends to give a continual and uninterrupted 
fucceflion of all the patriarchs, pftphets, elders, and 
■wife-men, through Whofe hands the oral tradition palled 
from Adam to Mofes, and fo on to the compilers of the 
Talmud, and from thence to the year of Chrift 1141 (C). 

$. The Sepher Juchafin, or Book of Genealogies, from, the 
creation to the year of Chrift 1500. This is a much: 
forger work than any of the former. 

6. The ShaKheleth, or chain of the Cabbala, of the 
fame kind with the Juchafin. 

7. .Tzemach David, or Sprout of. David, treats of the 

fame fubjeft with the two laft (D). / 

'Thefe, efpecially the firft fieven, are the books which 
the Jews urge againil our chronology, and from which 
they pretend to demonftrate, that Chrift appeared earlier 
in the world by about 240 years, than we fay he did ; 
but as their authority is altogether founded upon that of 
the Talmud, we {hall fpend no more time in confuting 
either. 

We likewife pafs by the Jewifh Targums, or Chaldee 
Paraphrifes, becaufe we have none upon the book of the 
Judges, or of the Kings. Upon the whole, whatever 
differences there may be between thofe chronological 


a Vide Wolf. & Prid. ubi fupra. • Vide Sepher Juchafin, 
ShaKheleth, Be Tzemach David, ap. Wolf, ubi fupra. 

(C) "This author often a- Chronicle of Mrl/es ; which is 
bridges the fidritious Jofephus univerfatly rejected by the 
BenGorion, and is fuppofed Jews, as well as Chriirians. 
to be the firft who «>rought that As for the Samaritan chronicle, 
fpurious author and his book publifbed by Bernard and Baf-, 
into credit among the Jew»i nage, it is fo fliort, ©blcare, 

(D) Thefe three are frill and incorrect, that it could 
more modern, and lets worth yield us but little help in this 
oyr notke. Refide* thefe, we - particular, were it of greater 
tad an apocryphal book, ea- authority than it is (»). 
titled Debre Hajatnein, or 

Vr:Vide Prid. Uhl fiipra. Calraet, fbb voc, Chroniq. Hiftmre 
‘ lies Jaifs, tom, vi. lib. vni. cap, 6, 

works, 



to the Sahylonijh Captivity. 

works, they all agree in the feries and fucceffion of their 
kings and judges, in the fame order of time as we find 
them m the two books of Scripture fo intituled, as well 
as in the Chronicles. It is true, that this laft fometimes 
jars with thofe of Samuel and Kings in poyjt of numbers, 
whether of years, or other incidents, mentioned in both. 
But luch differences are fcarce worth the pains that fome 
critics have taken to reconcile thorn f . 

The following is the lift of the patriarchs, heads, or 
Chiefs, judges, and kings of Judah and Ifrael. 


f Abraham, 

The Jewifh patriarchs were < Ifaac, 

• Ij^cob, and his twelveTons, 

The heads, or leaders, 5 

’ l Jofhua. 


The Ifraelitifli judges. 

1. Othniel, fen-in-law to 6. Abimelech his fon. 

Jofhua (E). 7. Tolah. - 

2. Ehud. . g. J a i r . 

3 - Shamgar. p. Jephthah the Gileadite. 

4. Deborah, the prophet- 10. Ibzan. 

efs, and wife of La- 11. Elon. . 
pi doth, with Barak 12. Eli the high-prieft. 
her general. 13. Samlbn. 

S' Gideon, or Jerubbaal. 14. Samuel the prophet. 

Jewifh kings before Jeroboam’s revolt. 

T - S a *d- 3; David. 

2. Ifhboiheth. 4. Solomon. 

■lyings of Judah and Ifrael after the rupture of the twa 
kingdoms. 

Judah. Ifrael. 

*■ Rehoboam. 1. Jeroboam. 

2- Abijam. 2. Nadab. 


»o f |t V ‘ dB Wbifton ' ,<a,ronol «fy. *nd Cspxovius’s learned AnfWcr 


• Jofephu* makes Keaaz, 
♦he father of Othniel, to have 
en the firft judge; and takes 
? nopce of his fon, either as 
, u c °Ueague, or fucceflbr; but 
text 11 sgaiuft him, which 


gives chat dignity to the hitter, 
and attributes to him the %- 

nal viflory that railed' him M 
the helm, which he managed 
forty years. 


<u 


Ml,- 



The >Hjftory of the Jews 


Judjh. 
3. Afa. 


4. Jehoihaphat. 

5. Jehotam. 

6 . Ahaziah. 

7. Athaliah, the ufurp- 

ing queen. 

8. Jehoaih. 

9. Amaziah. 

10. Uzziah, or Azariah. 


,'r , t\ 

If. 

• fa. 

13. Hezekiah. 

14. Manafteh. , 

15. Amon. 

1 6. Jofiah. 

ij. ShaJlum orJehoahaz. 
18. Eiiakim of Jehoia- 
kim. *> 

49. Jechoniab or Coniah, 
called alfo Jehoia- 
kim. 

20. Mattania, called alfo 

Zedekish- 


.« ' -vU-‘ . 

il ’ 

t ?< #*>•«■■+*» 

Jotham. ;;; 
Ahaz. 


Ifrael. 

3. Baafha. 

4. Ela. 

5. Zimri. 

6. Omri. 

7. Ahab. 

8. Ahaziah. 

9. Jehoram. 

10. Jehu. 

1 1. Jehoahaz. 

12. Jehoafh. 

45. Jeroboam II. 

An interregnum of eleven 
years agd a half. 

14. Zachariah. 

Shallum. 

40. Mertahem. 

17. Pekahiah. 

18. Pekah. 

19 . Hoiliea. 


SECT. V. 

The JewiJh Hifiory, from Abraham to Mop. 

yjtfE have had occafion already to hint, that this cele- 
5 , farated patriarch was the father and founder of the 
Jcwifh nation ; though they were never, as we can find, 
9«lled by his name* but either by that of Ifraelites, or 
or by the mate common name of Hebrews (F). 

• ■ Abraham, 

^ W* have. Ventured to name was not given them, till 
tall them Jewa, in compliance alter the Babylontlh captivity, 
Jf*®'- cuftom, tboogb that when the trite of Judah be- 

' v"Vfc . , * a-o mft 



to the Bttbybmfb 

Abraham, the fon of Terah, 
defeenr from the fo n and fucceffor of Noah, Was born *'4,".'* 
in Ur of the Chaldees, and about feventy-four years of AnteCbr 
.age, when his father and he went from thence into Ha- ’S’ 1 - 
jan, where they half not been feated long, before Terah — " 
died, in the two hundred and fifth year of his age (G). 


ivity. 


* 3 * 

ami the tenth in a lineal *r. 


came the moll confiderable of 
what was left of Ifrael. The 
(irft name given to Abraham 
and his children, was that of 
Hebrews, which fome derive 
from Heber, the fifth in de- 
ftent from Noah. But it is 
hardly probable, that Abra¬ 
ham'would call himfelf by his 
name, rather than by that of 
any of hi» ten predeesfibra; 
and we rather think, tbit'it 
waa given him by theXWnaak- 
ites, becaufe he camd from the 
other fide of the Euphrates ; 
the word Heber fignifying in 
the original the other fide, whe¬ 
ther of a river, fea, or any 
other thing; in which fenfe 
fume people are called tranf- 


that though Terah was b« 
feventy years old, when he 
began to have children, yet he 
•was near one hundred and 
thirty when he begat Abra¬ 
ham, and that thofe who were 
bom before him, are purpofely 
tfnitted by Mofes, that Abra¬ 
ham might hare the honour of 
primogeniture for.the 
fewy' of ,fitith,., 
wrth Calmet. choofe rather u 
g 5 *e him Adar, or Asar, far 
nis father, and Tenth for hit 
grandfather, according to the 
Arabian hiffonr of that patri¬ 
arch ; and to fill up rite chafin, 
fuppofe that Adar begat Abra¬ 
ham in the fixrieth year of hia 
ager, but befide* the final! re- 


marme, and tranfalpine. What x liance we can hare cm that 
feems to confirm this etymo- hilfory, the hypothecs is quite 


logy, is, that we do not find, 
that he was called by that 
name, till word was brought 
him of his nephew Lot’s mif- 
fortunej fo that it is likely the 
meflenger, enquiring for Abra¬ 
ham, of therinhabkants^ might 
deferibe him by the word he- 
hr:, or6ne that came from the 
other fide of the river. How¬ 
ler, after Jacob had received 
the name of Ifrael, they pre¬ 
ferred that of Israelites, though 
the neighbouring nations ftill 
called them Hebrews. 

(G) There feems to be an 
unfurmountable difficulty in 
this account of Terah's age, 
which chronologers have va- 
rioufly endeavoured to remove. 
Willet and Tremcllius think, 


oppolite to the text. Other* 
fuppofe, with Sir Norton 
Knatchbull, that an error haa 
crept into the original; and 
that Terah was either one hun¬ 
dred and thirty years old when 
he begat Abraham, or if bp 
was then but feventy years old, 
that he died in the hundred 
and fifty-fifth, and not in the 
two hundred and fifth year of 
his age; for the text fays, that 
Abraham was feyeutv-five 
years old when he left Hants, 
and that his father died but a 
little before. The redder, for 
a more fatisfaflory folution, 
may have recourfe fothelearn¬ 
ed Capzovius, efpecially with 
the note* of Marcus Mofci In 
the Engliffi tongue. 

’ SL* 



tit ffiftaty ef the Jews 


WSmUitufi jSis funeral rites wli fcarcc performed, when Abraham 
was commanded by God to depart into another land, 
where be wtmld blefs, protefl, and multiply him in an 
extraordinary manner ; and he affured him, “ that in his 
feed all the nations of the earthf fhould be blefled 4 he 
readily obeyed this call, and with Sarah his wife. Lot 
hi* brother 1 * fon, hi* fervants and cattle, migrated into 
the Promifed Land, where he pitched his tents near the 
city of Sichem (H) then inhabited by the Canaanites, and 
built an altar unto the Lord. Here God was pleafed to 
appear again unto him, to confirm all his former pro¬ 
sifies } and to affure him, that he would one day give 
jfr, of FI, that land to his pofterity. In a little time, however, a 
fi reit inline, which happened in thofe parts, forced him 
P v«*o. *' 1X1 WBM * * r ‘*° E^ypts '"dikh was then the only place, 
where he could hope to find provifion for his numerous 
tmt* family, and great multitude, of cattle. The fear he was 
in, upon the account of Sarah bis wife, who, though 
flte was paft the fixty-fifth year of her age, retained yet 
beauty enough to endanger the man’s life who fhould 
pafs for her hufband, made him refolve, after foroe hefi- 
tation, that foe fhould pafs for his filler, in every place 
where they might fojoura. From this defeent into 
Egypt the generality of chronologers compute the fpace 
Of four hundred and thirty years mentioned by St. Paul*, 
agreeably to what MofeS fays in another place *, that lf- 
Hel dwelsin Egypt four hundred and thirty years; that 
Is, as the Septuagtnt interpret it, that from the firft arri¬ 
val of Abraham to the Evodus, fhould be four hundred 
l -of FI. al »d thirty years. Abraham had not been long in Egypt 
»»• before Sarah captivated foe king Pharaoh, who took her 
Car. away, and for her fake foewed extraordinary favours to 
*• her pretended brother (I). At length God was pleafed 
'.V *■ tO 

*:■ Sen. x>i. a, & ftq. I Galat. iii. , y . , Exod. xii. *t>. 



(H) 'If we credit Nicholas 
of Daroafcus, Abraham came 
with an army from Chaldea, 
flapped, and reigned fijme 
in the country of Daraaf- 
fot’i befitfe be went to Si- 
f*l)L jpid hi* 1 name way 
i® t apwik there, Jofephua 
.fofofn'fo’Imrf quoted his very 


words, adding, that Abraham’s 
name was to that day in great 
veneration in that country; and 
that there was dill a village 
which bpre the name of Abra¬ 
ham's habitation. 

,<I> Pharaoh Was not the 
tame of this' particular king, 
hut an appellation common to 


i. Ant, lib, i. jap, ?. Euffo. Prwp. fib. ix. cap. «*. 


all 
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to interpofe for the deliverance of Sarah. Fharoih, and 
his houfe, were infefted with fach plagues, as feemcd to 
indicate the refentment of heaven. The king, being in¬ 
formed of the caufe, fent for Abraham, when, having 
fharply rebuked him for deceiving him in a matter of 
fuch confequence, he reftored his wife free froth ftain or 
violation, and gave orders, that they might fafely depart 
his dominions with all the wealth they had acquired. 

Abraham made no ftay in Egypt after this injunaiodj 
the famine having ceafed in the place which he had left, 
he returned thither by the fame way; and, on the altar 
he had built before, offered a facrifice of thanks for his 
happy efcape, and fafe return B . In the mean time, the 
herds of Lot, as well as his own, being grown too nu¬ 
merous for the land they lived lb, fuch contentions arole 
between their fhepherds, that Abraham refolved, in a 
friendly manner, to feparate from his nephew. He gave 
him his choice of the whole country that lay before him, 
and Lot chofe the fertile plains of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
watered by the river Jordan. Abraham leaving Beth-el, 
went to dwell in the land of Moreh, which is in Hebron, 
where he built an altar unto God, and loon after contrail- 
■ ed a friendfhip with three of the greateft men of the 
place j namely, Mamre, Ancr, and Efhcol j the firft of 
whom communicated his name tj all, the country. This 
alliance proved very ferviceable to Abraham in procefs of 
time, and was the caufe of his Jiving peaceably, near ten 
years, among them. Lot being taken captive by Chedor- 
laomer, and his allies, Abraham communicated the news 
of his nephew’s difafter to his three friends, Mamre, 
Aner, and Elhcol, who readily granted their afljftanee j 
joining three hundred of his own men to theirs, they march¬ 
ed in purfuit of the conquerors, furprifed them at Dan in 
the night, purfued them as far as Hoba, on the left of 
Lamafcus, and, having refcued Lot with all his family. 
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* Gen. xii. paff. Si xiii. 

a!l the kings uf Egypt. They name is not mentioned by 
nadallo other particular names, Mofes, but likcwife by reafoa, 
as Sn 'W—t— ok.n.„„ «— of t i, e great confufion we have 

obferved in their chronology. 


and rtf cm- 
tdbyA- 
broham. 


J 8 Sp, Necho, Shifliac, Ice. 
out under which of the kings 
of Egypt this event happened, 
’t 18 impoffible to determine,. 
Hot only becaufe his particular 


However, Archbilhqp UfJiet’ 
ventures to call him Apo- 
phes (3}. 


(}) Bab, A. M. self 


fervantt, 
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ferwnts, and cattle, brought him back to his old habitation. 
The king of Sodom came out to congratulate^ Abraham 
upon his fuCcefs, and even offered him all the booty which 
he had retaken, the men and the women excepted; but 
the patriarch nobly refufed to accept the lead (hare of it. 
Here Melchefedek met arid bleffed him, and he preferited 
that high-pried with the tithes of all the fpoil 
Htmoves Abraham afterwards removed to Mamre, or Hebron, 
lit Hebron, where God was pleafed to appear to him, a fifth time, in 
a vifion, and to give him frelh affurances of his fpecial fa¬ 
vour, adding, that he would be his exceeding great 
reward. The patriarch, who. had hitherto liftened .to 
God’s promifes without any expreflion of diftruft, ven¬ 
tured now, for the firft ( time, to expoftulate with his 
Maker, and declare, that he could not comprehend how 
thofe promifes were to be fulfilled, whilft he himfelf con¬ 
tinued childlefs, and, to all appearance, fliould leave all 
hisfubftancetoEliezerof Damafcus, overfeer of his bouf- 
hold. God then affined him, that not Eliezer, but a fon 
of his own, (hould be his heir, and promifed tq make 
his pofterity more numerous than the liars of heaven. 
Abraham,was now eighty-five years old, andSarah, turned 
of feventy-four, was thought barren. Thfefe circum- 
ftances would have been fufficient to have ftaggered a 
faith lefs firm than his; but,the Scripture fays, that he 
believed in God, and that it was imputed unto him 
for righteoufnefs °. Neverthelefs, when God repeated 
his former promife, that he would infallibly give that 
land to his pofterity. Abraham demanded a fign, and 
God vouchfafed to comply with his requeft. He bade 
him take a heifer of three years, a goat, and a ram of the 
fame age (I), with a pigeon, and a turtle dove, and offer 
them up in facrifice. Abraham immediately killed the 
threebeafts, clove them in the middle, and joining the 

* Genef.cap. Jtiv.'iS, 0 Gen.xv. i—6, & ftq. 

(I) Onkelos tranflates it crificefor fin, and peace-offer- „ 
three heifers, three goats, and ing. However that be, it is 
three rams; and is followed from this aftion of dividing 
by other Jewifh commentators, the viftims, that the Ifraelites 
One <of them tells us, that A- introduced the like ceremony 
brahsm Was then reprefenting in the ratifying their cove- 
the three future facrifices; rants (i). 
namely, burnt offerings, fa- 

■ (t)Vid. Mercer, Villtt, Rib. Sal. &al. in loc. Mof. Gerund, ap. 
Mwati in Gen. aix fob- not. d. 

pieces 
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pieces one to the other, laid the birds cm the top of them, 
whilit he himfelf flayed to drive away the fowls from the 
facrifiee. As foon as the fun began to fet, a deep fieep 
fell upon him, followed by a horror of great darkhefs ; 
during which it was^revealed to him, that his pofterity 
fhould fojourn, and be afflicted, in a ftiange land, four 
hundred years (K); at the expiration of which God would 
. ' puniih 


(K) Expofitors have run 
into various conjedlures, in 
order to make out thefe four 
hundred years. Genebrard, a 
learned chronologer, has af¬ 
firmed, that the Ifraelites 
dwelt in Egypt the full num¬ 
ber of four hundred years. His 
error, however, may be eafdy 
confuted by the lives of K.u- 
hath, the fon of Levi, who 
went down with Jacob, and 
died in Egypt, in the hundred 
and thirty-third year of his 
age; of his fon Amram, the 
father of Mofes, wholivedone 
hundred and thirty-fevenyears; 
and of Mofes, who was eighty 
ears old when he brought 
frael out of Egypt; all which 
feveral numbers make but 
three hundred and fifty years, 
out of which we muft fubtraft 
thofe which Kohath had at¬ 
tained when he went down into 
Egypt, and likewife the time 
the fathers • lived with their 
children. This confederation 
hath induced fome critics to 
reduce the number to lefs than 
two hundred and ten years, 
and others to two hundred ; 
whereas, we (hall endeavour 
to prove, that they remained 
there two hundred and fifteen 
years. St. Paul reckons, from 
'he firft prumife made to Abra¬ 
ham, to the promulgation of 
the Uw, in the firfi year of the 
Mod, four hundred and thirty 
J para j of which two hundred 


and fifteen were already ex¬ 
pired, when Ifrael went into 
Egypt, which is thus proved: 
t. From the time of Abram’s 
arrival in Canaan to Jacob’s 
c^fcenr into Egypt, are but 
two hundred and fifteen years; 
viz. twenty-five from the time 
of the promife to the birth of 
his fon Ifaac ; fixty more to 
the birth of Jacob, who is 
affirmed by Mofes to have been 
a hundred and thirty years old 
when he flood before Pharoah, 
all which make but two hun¬ 
dred and fifteen, z. The laft 
remaining two hundred and 
fifteen may be thus reckoned : 
Kohath came down with Ja¬ 
cob, and, according to Eufe- 
bius, begat Amram in his 
feventieth year, and Amram 
begat Mofes much about the 
fame age; to which if we add 
the eightyyears ofMofes’sage, 
when he led them out, the 
whole will make two hundred 
and twenty, from which may 
be fubtradted five years, the 
fuppofed age of Kohath, when 
Jacob left Canaan, and the 
remainder will be the time of 
their abode in Egypt, namely, 
two hundred and fifteen years. 
Hence it is plain, that the four 
hundred years pf Abraham’s 
feed fbjourning in a flrange 
land, muft be reckoned, not 
from their coming into Egypt, 
but from the birth of Ifaac. 
For the tine of their lb* 
jeuroing 
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punifli their oppreflors, and bring his children into the 
Ssaid which he had promifed him, yvhilft he himfelf lhould 
be gathered to his fathers in a good old age. After this 
vifioo Abraham faw a fmoking furnace^ and a burning 
lamp, pafs between the victims, 't hus was the new Co- 
Tenant ratified between God and Abraham, who, highly 
pleafed with all thefe promifes, went to impart his joy to 
Vis beloved wife. „ 

. Sarah, not dreaming that Ihe was to be the happy mo¬ 
ther of the promifed child, and having moreover all the 
’ convincing proofs that a woman can have, of her being 
. paft alt poffibility of geftation, tefolved at leaft to be a 
mother by proxy, according to the cuftom pf that age and 


journing in the land of Canaa A‘, 
Gerar, or any other, was foil 
in a ftrange land, in which 
they had not a foot i»f ground, 
if we except the cave of Mac- 
pelah. As to wbat is added, 
thaMhey ftiall likewife ferve 
and he ill-treated, k is com¬ 
monly underftuod tQ be fpoken 
circumftantially, and might be 
put in a parentheiis, thus : 
■* They lhall fojourn and be 
Grangers (and likewife ferve 
and be opprefled) during the 
fpace of four hundred years," 
as St. Aufiin and others have 
fully proved- Accotdingly, 
we find Ifaac opprefled in-Ge- 
rar, his wells #lled up by 
the inhabitants, and himfelf 
forced fiill farther from them; 
and Jacob ferved, and was 
oppteifcd by Laban, near 
Twenty- years, yet neither of 
them laboured under a conti¬ 
nual oppreffion. The Egyp¬ 
tian fortitude did not com¬ 
mence till after Jofeph and his 
brethren were dead; before 
that period the Ifraeiites lived 

in peace and plenty. Allow- 

' '-V'. -'-VC , 


ing, therefore, that Levi ivas 
forty-four years of age at his 
firft coming into Egypt, which 
is the moft that can be fup- 
pofed, he muft have lived 
ninety-three years in Egypt, 
becaufe the text tells us, that 
he died in the hundred and 
thirty-feventh year of his age ; 
and thefe ninety-three years 
being fubtra&ed from two hun¬ 
dred and fifteen, the time of 
their abode, there will remain 
but a hundred and twenty-two 
years of thraldom, even fup- 
poling it to have begun imme¬ 
diately, after his death. The 
natural fenfe, therefore, of 
this 1 prophecy to Abraham, 
can be only this, that his feed 
from Ifaac on, fliopid be {ban¬ 
gers in a land that was not 
theirs, for the fpace of four 
hundred years, during forne 
part of which they fhould be 
opprefled, afflifted, and at 
length brought under bondage; 
which term being expired, 
they lhould find a happy deli¬ 
verance (z). 



country- 



country. To this end fhe perfuaded her hufband to take 
her hand-maid Hagar to him, that if he had a child b T 
her, ihe might bring it forth upon her knees, Abraham 
acquieiced; and Hagar no fooner found herfelf pregnant 
than ihe became haughty and infolent towards her mifl 
trefs. Sarah, impatient to fee herfelf infulted by a Dave 
whom her kmdnefs had raifed, could not forbear breaking 
out into bitter complaints againft them both ; and Abra¬ 
ham, willing to convince his wife that he loved her as 
much as ever, left her at liberty to do herfelf juftice in 
what way lhe fbould think fit; a permiffion which fhe 
riled accordingly, but with fueh feverity, that Hagar be¬ 
ing unable to bear it, ftole away from her, and went’and 
lat down by a 'fountain on the road to Sur, leading to 
Egypt. Here *the angel of the. Lord met her, and per¬ 
fuaded her to return and fuhmit herfelf to her miftrefa; 
a (Turing her that lhe fhould foon be delivered of a fon 
whom (he fhould call Ifhmael(L); that his pofterity 
would multiply exceedingly; that both he and they would 
prove fierce and warlike.; that their hand (hould be 
againft every man, and every man’s hand againft them : 
and that they fhould dwell in the faco of all their bre¬ 
thren c . Hagar, hearing‘thefe comfortable tidings, took 
the angel’s advice; and in the memory of this furSrifine 
vifion fhe called the well Beer-hhai-rOi, which fignifies 
the well of him that lives and fees mf. This well was be¬ 
tween Cadefh and Barneah, Soon after fter return fhe 
brought forth the promiTed fon, and called him Ifhmael, 
according to the angel’s direflion. Abraham was now 
eighty-fix years of age, and did not expeft another 
ion, but brought this up as the heir of all his fub- 
ttance, and of all God's promifes; and -Hagar, whofe 
mtereft it was not-to undeceive him, thought fit to eon- 
eeal what fhe had learned from the angel; fo that it was 
"ot till almoft thirteen years after this event, that God 
plainly promifed him a fon by Sarah his wife. 

By this time the patriarch had attained to the ninety- 
3 'nth year of his age, when God was pleafed to ratify his 
^rmer covenant with him, by changing his name from 
»bram to Abraham, afluring him that he would make 
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(L) Ilhmxel is compounded 
’ the words jithmagh and el, 
pl t-.° T d hath of zijittl hear. 
he reafon of which is 


immediately fubjoined by the 
angel, namely, becaufc the 
Lord had heard her com¬ 
plaint. 

the 
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be father of many nations; that kings fhould proceed 
Jro'm hint, and that his pofterity fhould furely poffefs the 
land wherein he was i ftranger. As a token, or rather 
trial,"'Of-his faith and. obedience, God commanded him to 
circaxncife all the males in his family, with a farther in- 
juruftion, that for the future all the males bom of him, or 
in his family, whether bond or free, fliould be circum- 
cifed o'n the eighth day after the birth 5 declaring, that if 
any Male remained uncircumcifed, that foul fliould be cut 
off, as a defpifer of God’s covenant, from having any (hare 
in the’pronufed land defigned for him and his pofterity. 
Laftly, and in order to complete his happinefs, God in¬ 
formed him that Sarah his wife fhould bear him a fon, 
who fliould be heir to all thefe bleflings; and therefore 
that her name, fhould be no longer Sarai, but Sarah. 
Here Abraham falling on 0 his face, probably to oonceal 
his. laughter, occafioned by the ftrangenefs or improba¬ 
bility of what he heard, began to intercede for the life 
and prefervation of Iflimael, beyond which he thought it 
nnreafoftable to aik or wiih for any thing ; but the Al¬ 
mighty, nothing provoked it feetns by his irreverent 
mirth, foon affined' him that thefe great bleflings were not 
defigned for Iflimael, but for a fon to be born- of the 
hitherto barren Sarah, whom he fliould therefore name 
Ifaac (M); that as to the fon of Hagar, he would indeed 
blefs him with a numerous poftetify; but that Ifaac alone, 
whom Sarah fliould bear within the year, was to be en¬ 
titled to the covenant and promife, and that in his feed all 
nations of the earth fliould be hleffed 4 . 

' God had no fooner departed, than Abraham took his 
fon Iflimael, and all the males in his family, and circurn- 
cifed them, as.well as himfelf, without any regard to his 
own age, which was almoft a hundred years, or to the 
tendernefe of his fon, who was not above thirteen- All 
fobmitted alike to the operation, on the fame day (N); 
- ■ and 


4 Gen. xsii. 


(St) Ifaac, according to the 
Hebrew ifebakh, hgnifies, be 
bet W Jball laugh. 

.(N) Whether circumciiion 
was fii# introduced into the 
Hebrew* or 
_ .-f been maeh 



commentators; certain it is, 
the practice was of great an¬ 
tiquity both in Egypt. and 
Ethiopia. Coufiderw with a 
view to health and cleanlinefl, 
It was undoubtedly a very ju- 
(ficibm inftitmion ip a hot cli- 
“ ?,-.among a people natu- 

lly impure, m 



and it was not long before be was honoured with t 
feventh vifit from God, ftiil more remarkable than tire 
former. Sitting one day at the dobr of his tent, under a 
tree, be beheld, afar off, three men, whom be took to be 
ftrangerej and going forth to meet them, in the moft 
civil and refpettful manner invited them to come and par¬ 
take of a refrtlhment with him. Having obtained tneir 
content, be ordered a feaft to be got ready. In this in¬ 
terview, his divine gueft confirmed his promife of Sarah’s 
having a fon within the year. Sarah liftenine at the 
tent-door, and thinking herfelf paft child-bearing, burft 
out into laughter 4 and the ftranger alked the reafon of it 
in fuchi a ferious tone, as ftruck her with affright. She 
would foin have denied it ; but it was to no purpofe, that 
the endeavoured to hide any thing from the perfon that 
fpokc to her, who difmiffed her with this gentle reproof, 
that (he was highly in the wrong to miftruft what he laid • 
to her, twice nothing was impoffible with God. The three 
heavenly guefts, having refrethed themfelves with meat 
and drink, rofe up, in order to proceed on their jour¬ 
ney, and Abraham accompanied them fome part of 
the way. At length one of them,, whom the original 
calls the-Ldrd (O), gave him to underftand that the cry 
of Sodom and Gomorrah was gone up to heaven; and 
that , he was going down fully refolved to deftroy them 

utterly, if upon enquiry he found iheir wickednefs equal 
to the report of it. The good Patriarch remembering his 


didted to venery. This, and 
many other regulations, purely 
economical, were eitabliihed 
as . religious rights, that they 
might be obferved with the 
greater care and circumfpec- 
tion. Philo fays cireumcifion 
'' as practifed for different rea- 
fons : fiill, j D or der to avoid 
a “‘hamper called a carbuncle, 
t0 which the uncircumcifed 
' verc often fubjedi: fecondly, 
or the fake of cleanlitiefi, by 
cutting off whatever was apt 
to harbour atiy filth ; and for 
oils reafon it was, that foe 
gyptian priefts fhaved their 
™“tes all over. The third is 
Vmbohchl, tod foreign to out 


fubjeft. The laft is, that cir- 
cumcifion promotes popula¬ 
tion ; as thofe who are circum- 
cifed are more apt For pro¬ 
creation than thofe whq are 
not. It ought, however, pby- 
fically to weaken the defire of 
venery, by impairing the fal¬ 
libility of the organs. 

(0) The name Jehovah, by 
which Mofes calls the ftranger 
that talked to Abraham, being 
looked upon for foe generality 
of Jews and Cfiriftians to be 
the incommunicable name of 
God, it is fuppofed tint It was 
the Son of' God who appeared 
in that form . 
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kinfman Lot, and {Simulated by natural companion for hit 
fellow-creatures, did not fail tb intercede for fuch righte¬ 
ous men as might be found among the wicked 5 and did 
not Ceafe his folicitations, till he had obtained a promife, 
that if there were but ten righteous men found in the 
place, God would fpare it for their fake. The fate 
of thofe cities, and Lbt’s deliverance, have been al¬ 
ready related: as for Abraham, he.faw the next morning 
the thick fmoke of thofe unfortunate places afcending 
like, that of a furnace. 

Not long after this event, Abraham leaving the plains 
of Mamre, went and dwelt in the country of the Philif- 
tines, between Cadefh amt Sur, where the fame adventure 
happened to him which he had met with in Egypt. 
Sarah, whom neither hey pregnancy, nor advanced age, 
(Ihe being now ninety years old), had deprived her of 
beauty, was again defired by her hulband to pafs for his 
filler; and AbLmelech, king of that country, found her 
ftill fo charming, that he fecured her for his bed ; but 
the Lord appearing to the Phitiftine in a dream, threatened 
him with inftant death, if he did not immediately reftore 
her, untouched, to her huihand, who was a prophet very 
dear tb him •, in conference of which intimation, Sarah 
was Cent back with confiderable prefents. 

The tinie appointed being come, Sarah brought forth 
the long^expetted fon," and called his name Ifaac ; and 
Abraham failed not to circumcife him bn the eighth day. 
They were now in the zenith of their happinefs. Sarah 
having fuekled the child at her own breaft, weaned him 
at the ufual tune; and Abraham made a feaft to all his 
houlehold on that occafion; but their joy was dalhed 
with a mixture of vexation, arifing from the jealoufy 
which .Ifaac occafioned to Hagar and her fon. Ifaac 
was fcarce fevon years old, when Sarah perceiving that 
Ifhnmel treated her fon with contempt, refolved to-part 
them for ever, that Ilhmael might have no lhare in the 
inheritance. Though Abraham loved her to fuch a de¬ 
gree that he could deny her nothing, yet he could not 
forbear looking on her requeft as cruel and unreafonable ; 
but God confirming what Sarah demanded, and promifing 
moreover to protect Ilhmael, and to make him father of 
a great nation, Abraham was at ialt prevailed upon to 
fend Mm and his mother away. 

In the mean time he entered into a' folemn league of 
-fnesttfOiip with Abimclech, king of the Philiftines, as we 
Hast related elfewherc; upon which occafion that pla ce 
' /as 
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was called Beerfheba, or the welt of the oath, becaufe of 
the covenant to which they had there fworn. The plea- 
fantnefsof the place, and the friendfhip of the king, in¬ 
vited Abraham to ftay in it many years. He planted here 
a (lately grove, and built an altar unto the Lord, reviv¬ 
ing to end his days in this abode *. 

But God had yet a farther trial to make of his faith and Yr. of FI. 
obedience. Ifaac, the fon of his old age, the promifed 477' 
head of a new and numerous race, the fountain of .fo Ante chr ' 
many promifed bleffings, and the dear and only objeft of ' 7 *‘ 
fo much affedtion ; this very Ifaac was now, at length, Abrahum 
commanded to be brought to a certain mountain, and commanded 
there offered up as a burnt facrifice, by the hand of his to facrifice 
owii father. Abraham, without expoftulating upon the 
feverity of the command, refoKed to obey: leaving it to ' aa ’ 

God to make good his own promifes, he fet out the very 
next morning, and on the third day difccrvered Mount Mo¬ 
riah, the place appointed for the dreadful facrifice (C). 

Leaving his fervants behind, he afcended the Mount, ac¬ 
companied by Ifaac, laden with the wood, and other 
materials, for a burnt-offering, who, obferving nothing 
of a vidlim, could not forbear queftioning his father, 
who anfwered calmly, that God would provide^for the 
occafion. He little thought how prophetically he fpoke ; 
for he had no fooner bound his fgn upon the wood, and 
ftretched out his hand to give the fatal blow, than God but com- 
was pleafed to countermand the order he had given, be- terma»did f 
ing fully fatisfied with this laft trial of his fervant’s obe- an 
dience. He renewed all his promifes and covenants g 
afrefh, and bound them with an oath ; then Abraham, 
looking about, found a ram, caught by the horns, in a 
thick bufh, which he offered Up inftead of his fon, and, 
in memory of the tranfadlion, he called the place Jeho- 
vah-jire, tffe Lord will provide, alluding to the anfwer he 
had given to Ifaac’s queflion. Soon after this tranfac- 


-» Gen. xxi. per tot. 

(C) This mountain is cer- but to the whole ridge; Mo- 
tainly the fame on which the riah takes its name from the 
temple was afterwards built by Hebrew raugh, to fee ; whence 
Solomon; and,therefore, thofe the . Septuagint and Aquila 
who affirm that Chrift was cru- Mandate it ybfyrfwt a. high 
cified upon it, do not fix the ax-eonfficuous land (lj. 
name to that particular hill, 

(r) Vide a Chron. Ur. 1,1. 
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ticm he heard the joyftri news, that Milcah, his brother 
Nahor’s wife, had borne him a numerous iffiic, a circum- 
Itance which determined him to fend thither for a wife 
for his foil Ifaac b . 

Abraham lived in great peace with his fon, till his 
happinefs was, at length, dilturbed by the death of Sarah, 
in the hundred and twenty-fevemh year of her age, in 
the city of Arbah, alias Hebron (D). Her hufband went 
thither to mourn for her, and having given fufEcient vent 
to his grief, his next care was to procure her an honour¬ 
able burial. He, therefore, went to the gates of He¬ 
bron (E), iu order to purchafe a burying-place from the 
fans of Heth, who dwelt in that city. He had no fooner 
declared the occafion of his coming, than all of them 
told him, he might mak^ choice of the bell fepulchre 
in the whole land. Abraham returned their civilities, 
but begged to be permitted to buy the cave of Machpelah, 
from Ephronthe Hitcite, who was then one of the afiem- 
bly, and immediately made him a free offer of it by way 
of prefent; but Abraham Hill infilling upon paying the 
full value, theyagteed for four hundred pieces of filver(F), 
which he paid down in full weight; and, being become 

» Gen. xxiv. 3, 4, &c. 

(D) The text is fomevvhat plaints, adminiAer juftice, 

obicure in this place. Sarah make conveyances of titles and 
is faid to die at Arbah, and yet eilates, and to tranfadi all the 
so mention is made of Abra- affairs of the place. Whence 
ham's removing from Beer- thatverfein the Pfalms,“ They 
fheba thither; only he is laid Audi not be alhamedwhen they 
to have gone thither to mourn fpeak to their enemies in the 
for her and bury her. Some, gates,” i. e. when they are 
therefore, are of opinion, that accufed by them before the 
they might be parted upon court of magiftratea (2). 
fome occafion or other,[and that (¥) The learned Prideaux, 

Sarah went to Arbah whilft who has given us the laA, and 
her huiband kepthis old dwell- beA eAimation of Hebrew and 
ing. Attic coins, reckons a lhekel 

(E) The gates of cities in to be equivalent to three Aiil- 
tfcofe days, and for many cen- lings of our EngUffi money; 
tunes after, were the places-of lb that the fum which Abra- 
judicatureand comruon refort, ham paid for his new purchafe, 
Here the governors, or elders will amount to forty pounds 
of the city, met to hear com- fterling (3). 

fa) Vide Gen. xxiv. »o. Rush iv. 1. a Sim.xviii. ja. Pf. cxxvii. 
W. ult, (j) VsdeFridtHux’sConntft. pref. p. ai. 

pqffelTor 
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poffefibrofthe cave, field, and trees belonging to it, he 
foon after depofited, in this tomb, the remains of his 
beloved wife e . , 

By this time Ifaac, being in the fortieth year of his Yr of FI 
age, the father thought it high time to marry him to lome ♦»». 
of his own family. To this end he called one of his chief Antc Chr 
and moft faithful fervants, and, having made him take an l!s7, 
oath to procure hi%fon a wife out of h'13 own kindred (G), 
pve him all the necefiary inftruftions and authority to r,nd, hu 
conclude the marriage. Then he difmifled him, with a ferwant 1 o 
train fuitable to die embaffy he was font upon ; namely, g't* *’>/*' 
ten camels, loaded with the richeft prefents, for the dam- i f aat ’ 
fcl’s dowryj for it was the cuftom, in thofe days, for the 
huiband not to receive, but to pay a marriage portion for 
the wife. The fervant made the belt of his way to Haran, 
where Nahor dwelt, and partly by his prefents, partly by 
his addrefs, and the favourable account he gave of Abra¬ 
ham’s grandeur and wealth, eafily prevailed*upon him to 
part with the beautiful Rebecca for his young matter. Rtbtcca it 
Having thus obtained the confent of her father Nahor, gi<vtn to 
and her brother Laban, he produced the jewels of filver i f aac ' 
and gold, and fine raiment, which he had brought, and 
prefented them to her, making, at the fame time, fome 
confiderable prefents to her mother and brother} and the 
reft of the day was fpent in feafting and mirth. Next 
morning this agent, impatient to acquaint his matter with 
the good fuccefs of his negociation, defired to be dif* 
miffed, and, with fome difficulty, his requeft was granted, ' 
fo that Rebecca took her leave of her parents, after they 
had conferred their bleffing upon her, and fet out with 

c Oenef. xxiii. per tot. 

(G) The text tells us, that tery than men are aware of, 
the fervant tnok the oath by viz. a fwearing by the great 
putting his hand under his MelEah that was to come, 
ni ?®. . thigh, or upon his Some Jews think it was a 
privities. This is the fifft fwearing by the covenant; of 
time we read of that ceremony; circumcifion, and thafwhoib- 
out it was afterwards ufed by ever violated the oath, loft all 
the patriarch Jacob, in Egypt, the privileges and benefits of 
when he was dying. The that covenant. Kimchi tells 
pddnefs of it has inclined fome us, that it was ftlU obferved 
judicious writers to think, it all over the Eaft by thofe of his 
implied a more folemn myf- nation (4.). 

ia ^ yid * G«nef, xlvii.»», Rah, Sol. in loc. Kfaichj apod Munft. 
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her conductor, accompanied by her nurfe. When flic 
approached the habitation of Abraham; flie perceived 
Ifaac taking a folitaty ivalk in the, fields. She no fooner 
underftood who he was, than alighting! and throwing a 
veil over her face, according to the cuftom of young dam- 
fels, fhe waited to receive his firft falutation. He re- 
ceived her with great affettkm, and conduced her to hie 
father's tent, extremely pleafed with her exceeding beauty 
and modeft deportment. He had now nothing to with 
for but that the might prove fruitful: bat he was forced 
to wait nineteen years before he could obtain that, blefling, 
during which, he comforted himfelf and her, Math the 
affurance of God’s promifes, and the example of Sarah, 
who remained childlefs to the ninetieth year of her age d . 

Abraham could not but be pleafed to fee his fon in the 
potleffion of fo agreeable* a wife; but that not proving 
fufficient to comfort him for the lofs of bis own, and 
finding himfelf ftill capable of malting a further addition 
to his family, though he was then a hundred and . forty- 
one years old, and had continued a widower feveral years, 
he took another wife, named Katurah, by whom he had 
fix fons, whom he afterwards portioned, that they might 
not interfere witlj hTaac’s inheritance; and fent them to 
dwell towards the eaft. They went eafhvard of Beerfheba 
and the land of Canaan, and fettled in both Arabias, the 
Petrsea and Deferta, where, fome footfteps of their names 
are ftill to be perceived e . 

Concerning Abraham, we have nothing more recorded, 
except that he lived to the hundred and feventy-fifth year 
of his age, and was gathered to his fathers; that his,two 
fons, Ifaac and Ilhmael, affifted in doing him the lait 
offices, and buried him in the cave of Machpelah, near 
Sarah his wife. Hence if is plain, that Mofes has here 
anticipated his death, by mentioning i t before jthe birth of 
his tvyo grandfons, Efau and Jacob, though he muft have 
lived to the fifteenth year of their age (H). 

Rebecca 


d Gem **»v. r Gen. sir. 

(H) Abraham’s hi (lory has them; his inventing the He- 
been embelRihed with a great brew characters aim tongue, 
many fi&ions by the Jews, A- the fame that are now in ufe; 
rubians, and Indians. They hi* being the author of feveral 
’mention his making "*- long books, and, in particular, the 
.abode in Egypt ? and teaching famous treatife mentioned in 
aftronomy and other fcienccs the Talmud, and highly va- 
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Rebecca continued barren above nineteen years dnrin® 
which time Ifaac ceafed-not.intrcating the Lord for herj 

i?. Theeaftern heathent have 

a Inner _c n 


, r*V . ‘“““w 1 muuics, 

cahed Jetzirah, or tht Crrmtitm-, 
of which it gives an account: 
there is alfo an apoeslypfe at¬ 
tributed to him bytheSethians, 
a fort of heretic? that fprang 
up in the earlieft times of 
Cbriftianity. His afiumption 
is mentioned by St. Athana- 
fius; and Origen tells us of a 
book, pretended to be written 
by him, wherein two angels 
are introduced difpuring about 
his falvation. The Jews make 
him, alfo, the compofer Of 
fome prayers, and of the nine¬ 
teenth Pfalm, and of a treatife 
againft idolatry. The Indian 
firc-wor/hippers believe him to 
have been the fame with their 
great prophet Zoroafter, who 
wrote the books intituled Zend, 
"azend, and Voftah, contain- 
ln g all the principles of their 
religion. 

The Arabians h?ve likewife 
given us a hiftory of this pa¬ 
triarch, thoughfo altered from 
that which is in the Bible, that 
one Would hardly think they 
were defcended, as they are, 
‘ram him, by Jlhmael. Abra- 
according to them, was 
■ e (on of Azar, and grandfon 
° .i^hi which, account, 
“ulj It he relied upon, would 
a 1 y refolve that difficulty 
nout his age when he died; 

llllCe - - i . . . ’ 


-- Lucii# nave 

alfo a long tradition of Abra¬ 
ham s life, though vaftly dif¬ 
ferent from that of Moles, 
Lalmet mentions a book in the 
French king’s library, N° 71! 
written originally by St. £. 
phrem the Syrian, and tranf- 
lated from the Syriac into A- 
rabic, upon Abraham's jour- 
" e 5L ln ‘° Egypt; i n which 
bodk there is alfo a fermon on 
his death, preached by St. 
Athanafius, patriarch of Alev- 

a ”“" a > , on the twenty-eighth 

of March; on which day the 
Coptic and Egyptian Chriftiaiis 
obferve his feftival. It i 8 re _ 
ported, that the tomb of A- 
braham having been difeover- 
cd near Hebron, they found 
his body, and thofe pf Ifanc 
and Jacob, whole and uncor¬ 
rupted. There were, likewife, 
fome gold and filver lamps 
hung up in the cave, which 

was viftted by multitudes. The 
Moflams have fucha venera¬ 
tion for this plate, that they 
make it one of their four pil¬ 
grimages, the three others be¬ 
ing thofe of Mecca, Medina, 
and Jerufalem ; and the Chrif- 
tians built a church over the 
eav e, which the Turks after-, 
wards turned into a mofque, 
Mof. Ben Maimon, - and after 
him the learned Spencer, tell* 

11 a tUns At._ 1 _ ■ 1 . 


lire, t™ .'V' . ne 0,ea 5 ‘he learned Spencer, tell 

Azar in the f ‘ gbt U "’ thrt Abrjh “" «« bfough 

hi,." the feventieth year of up in the religion of the £ 


au a ,S e » a| >d Azar produced 

hi, / m L in the fetieth of 

" fu that *lfts laft number, 
mch is wanting in Mofefs 
b u , nt Eia life, would be 
d£? fountI complete; but we 
not affirm anything about 


beans, who are fuppofed to 
have been great attronomers 
and aftrologers, and, by dif- 
covering the power and influ¬ 
ence of the Bars and heavenly 
bodies, came at length to wor- 
fllip them. As to what Maf- 
R 3 numide* 
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who was pleafed, at length, tohear his prayers, arid fend 
to him the Jong defired blefljng. They now began to 
think themfelvcs truly happy; but Rebecca’s happinefs 
was (hort-lived. The unnatural ftruggling of the twins in 
her womb gave her an extraordinary uneafinefs, until after 
having confultcd God about it, (he was anfwered, “ that 
two nations were driving in herand that , two forts of 
people fliould be feparated from her bowels, one off which 
fhould prove ftronger than the other, and the elder fliould 
Yt. of FI. ferve the younger.” Accordingly, (he was Toon after de- 
jio. livered of two fons; tlje fir ft, Efau, was all over hairy; 
Ante Chr, t j, e f econ d came into the world bolding him by the heel, 
18181 and was therefore named Jacob (I)/ Efau became a great 
Efau and' lover of hunting, and coilfequentiy the darling of Ifaac, 
-jatebbern. who Was very fond of venifon; but Jacob was the mo¬ 
ther’s favourite, who kn'ew he was to inherit the bleffings, 
and could not, perhaps, forbear entrufting him with the 
fecret, though (he feems all along to have concealed it 

monides fays, we fcall only from the one and the other (5). 
anfwer with Meyer, that it is (I) From the Hebrew 
impoffible to prove that the hekeb, which fignifiessfitfeeA 1 * 
Zabeans were even as old as formed thcHebrewverbJpJJ.f* 
Mofes, much more that they fupplant ; and, by the addition 
were older than Abraham: for of the* jod, one of the forma- 
though k be granted, that fives of the nouns, Jaacob, a 
there were fomeyeople, called /ufiplantcr, which name he, in 
Zabeans, before Mofes’s time, time, made good. As for the 
and that theiridolatry had been name Efau, the meaning is 
, in vogue long before him, yet. very obfettre; fome derive it 
this will not prove that the from haffah, to make, becaufe 
Zabeans we are ipeaking of, Efau came out all hairy, and, 
were older than Abraham; as it were, perfeftj whereas, 
andSpenper hitnfclf owns, that ^ber children are born with 
kk almoft impoffible to dif- hair only on .their heads. He 
cover their beginning. flow- Jj alfo fuppofed to have been 
ever, it is not improbable^hat called Sheir, or^Sehir, from 
Abraham, who was born and. fcahar, which fignifies hair ; 
educated in an idolatrous coun- andlaflly, Edom, for his fell*' 
tty and family, might have ; ng his primogeniture for a 
Men addided to that fuperiH- me fr 0 f red pottage (6) • 
tion, rill God called him away 


(<} Vide Artapan. It Enpolem. m- Eufeb. Prsep. lib. ix. cap. >7< 
*§, Jofeph. Ant. lib. i. cap. 8. Smu. in Abraham.Prid. Connect- 
parti, bookiv. Bee Sholmah. ap Hcrbelot. Mairaon. TraCiat. 
More Nevoch, part iii. cap. ap.le 46. fc in Avodah. Zarab. cap.J 1 - 
sa. Merer de Felt. Dieb. Hebr. cap xii. Spenc. de Leg. Hebr. 
Eirind, iib, ft. csp. t, (6) Vide Rab. Sal. Mercer, fc "■ 

fro* 
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from her hufband. The two brothers were not abovs 
twenty years old when Jacob gave proof of his being Era . r „ 
acquainted with it, by making Efau, purfuant to his mo- ZVnt 
thcr s dtre&ions, fwcar away his birth-right. right, 

A famine, which happened fome years after, obliging Yr of PI 
Ifaac to feck for another habitation, he refoived to go into 'j 43 
Egypt, when God appeared to him, and diverted him from An,c l ~’iu 
his purpofe, commanding him to repair (o Abimelech ,8o S- 

kmg of Gerar, where Abraham had, heretofore, been fo 7 -? 

hofpitably entertained, promifing him his particular pro- iicjar. 
tedtion and blefling, which he accordingly granted in a 
wonderful manner, till the repeated troubles and vexa¬ 
tions he met with, obliged him to make another remove. 

At length, being fued to by Abimelech in perfon, Acnttno* 
either to revive the old covenant* or to make a new treaty, tut inn 
Ifaac expoftulated with him, andthofe who attended him AbimtUck 
upon the ill ufage he had met with in their land 5 but’ a * il S a *'’ 
neverthelefs, prepared a fumptuous banquet for them* 
and, on the morrow, fubferibed the covenant they re* 
quefted. The fame day word was brought to Ifaac that 
his fervants had found water, upon which account he 
called the place Beer-lheba. The tranquillity which this Vp , 
new alliance procured him, was foon after difturbed by ' J, 
Efau’s marrying two wives, Judith, the daughter of Beeri, Ante Chr. 

and Baihemath, the daughter of E^an, both Ifittites f . 1759. 

However, Ifaac, who beheld him fill as heir, was foon - 

reconciled to him ; and, if he knew any thing of his 
felling his birth-right, he looked upon it as a youthful 
weaknefs, the effect of hunger and wearinefs. Finding 
himfelf now grown old and feeble, and his eyes quite dim 
with age, and apprehending his death to be nearer than 
it really was, being then a hundred and thirty-feven years 
old, he refoived to blefs Efau before he died. He there¬ 
fore called him, and bid him kill fome frefh venifon, and 
drefs it to his palate, telling him he defigned to confer his 
blefling on him that day. Rebecca, who overheard their 
■ * cnowin g the importance of the paternal bene¬ 

diction, laid hold of that favourable opportunity to pro¬ 
cure it for her favourite fon in the abfence of his brother. 

By w hat ftratagem (he accomplilhed this aim, aotwith- JW gm 
Handing Jacob's great reluftancc, and fear of fuch a dlf- i ’ 1 bn ~ 
covery as would have brought a curfe inftead of a blefling l ! Hr J 
tom the good old father,ifte ’have feen in another place 1 Jp*. * 
whilft the mother and fon were congratulating each other. 


f Gensf. xxvi. per. tot 
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Efau came to his father with the venifon he had prepared, 
invited him to eat, and wondered to obferve fuch tokens 
of furprize and concern in his countenance. Finding in 
what manner he bad been circumvented in his abfence, a 
mournful feene enfued between the father and the fon ; 
but neverthelefs, Ifaac ftrenuoufly infilled that his bleffing 
Ihould remain with Jacob : “ I have bleffed him,” faidhe, 
“ yea, and he (hail beblefTed 1 .” However, in order to 
afluage Efau’s exceflive grief, he blefl'ed him alfo in thefe 
gfa* is words : “ Thy dwelling (hall he the fatnefs of the earth, 
Sfo blejjid. and of the dew of heaven from above. By thy fword and 
thy bow (halt thou live, and (halt ferve thy brother; and it 
(hall come to pafs, that when thou (half have the domi¬ 
nion, thou (halt break his yoke from off thy neck.” Jacob 
being iri danger from hit brother’s indignation, Rebecca 
found a pretence for conveying him out of his reach, as 
far as Padan-Aram, where he might have an opportunity 
to marry one of her kindred (.U). 

Jacob is Jacob, in his way thither, being overtaken by the 
feat t. Pa- night, near Luz, and forced to lie in the open fields, with 
dan- Arum. ^ ft 0Ile £ or his pillow, he faw, in a dream, a ladder reach¬ 
ing from earth to heaven, and angels afeending and de- 
feending, whilft God, who flood above, was pleafed to 
encourage him, by promifing, that he would blefs and 
multiply him beyond meafure k . Awaking from his dream, 
furprifed and frighted,‘he cried out, “ Surely God was in 
this place, and 1 knew it not!” Rifmg therefore from his 
hard bed, he took the (tone, which ferved him for a bol¬ 
der, and pouring oif thereon, ere£ted it into a pillar; 
and.in memory of this vifion, called the place Beth-d, the 
bavft csf God-, for it was called Luz before that time. 
Here he likewife made a vow unto God, that if he would 
• gf*W; him hjs protection, feed, clothe, and bring him 
back fafe to his father’s hpufe, the Lord (fiould be his 

‘ Gen. xxvi, 33. » Gen xxviii. 1*, & feq, 

(L) It is very probable, conceal his flight. However, 
that, Ifaac had likewife force that be, the other reafon which 
fufpicton of Efau’s ill defign j themotheralleged,was thought 
elle, it is not likely, that he highly juft ; and Jacob was 
would h»ve Sent Jacob away privately fent for, to take his 
atone,, and with only b» (kff ;We of his father, apd to re¬ 
in hi* hand, when his father idnt his commands, and his 
Abraham had fent thither .an Rtther bleiiing, which having 
ambaffador in fo noble a man- received, he (et out for Padan- 
per, unlefs it were done-to Aram. 
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God $ that he would pay the tythes of all he had unto 
him; and that the Hone which he had reared fhould be 
God’s houfe. Having finilhed his prayer, he went on 
chearfully the reft of his way, till he arrived at his jour¬ 
ney’s end'. i 

His uncle Laban received him with joy; and, Jacob 
falling in love with his youngeft daughter Rachel, they 
agreed that he fhould ferve him feven years for her ; at Serves fe- 
the end of which (he fhould become his wife. Jacob ven years 
fpated no pains to make his fervice acceptable to his uncle f ar ttacieL 
Laban, who liked him fo well for a fervant, that he re- 
folved to continue him in the fame capacity feven years 
more. For when the time was come for his being put in 
pofleflion of the wife he had fo dearly earned, her father 
conveyed his new fon-in-law*into his eldeft daughter 
Leah’s apartment; and Jacob did not difcover the de¬ 
ceit till the next morning, when finding, iflftead of his . 

beloved Rachel, her homely filler, he could not forbear ex- / 
preiling his refentment in the ftrongeft terms. Laban * 
told him, that it was an unprecedented thing in that 
country, to marry the youngeft daughter before the eldeft; 
and that it would have been a great injuftice to Leah to 
have preferred a younger filler to her: but (continued 
he) if you will fulfil the nuptial week with your wife, 
and confent to ferve me feveri years more for her filler, 

I am content to take your word for it, and to give Rachel 
to you, as foon as the feven days are ended. Jacob loved 
Rachel too well not to obtain her, at any price ; he there¬ 
fore confented to thofe hard terms, and at the week’s end, 
enjoyed the fruits of his fervitudc and conllancy. Rachtl. 

In the mean time, he behaved very differently towards y r . of FI. 
his two wives; Rachel had his heart and affection, whilft 59*. 
Leah was forced to content herfelf with a formal civility ; Ante Chr. 
but God made the latter mother of many children, whilft i‘ 7 ^ 7 ' 
her filler continued barren for a long time. Leah was 
foon delivered of k fon; and called him Reuben, intimat¬ 
ing, that God had feen her affliflion, and had given her a 
fon, which would probably engage her hulband’s affetlion 
to her. She afterwards bore another fon, whom Ihe 
called Simeon ; becaufe Ihe faid the Lord had heard her simem, 
complaint. Her third fhe called Levi, hoping her huf- Levi, ani 
band would be now cordially joined to her ; and the Jtiahpvm, 
fourth fhe called Judafa^thinking herfelf bound to praife 
God for her fruitful nets *. 

« Gen. nviii. * Gen, Ttxix, per tot. 
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, Rachel, by this time, was fo extremely mortified at her 
'fitter's happinefs, that fhe told her hufband, unlefs he 
• gave her children alfo, fhe fhould inevitably die of grief. 

Jacob, confeious to himfelf that he had not been wanting 
" in his endeavours, anfwered in a paffion, that it wa6 out 
of his power to do miracles ; and that God, who had ftiul 
up her womb, was alone able to open it; but that her 
behaviour was more apt to preclude, than to gain fuch » 
bluffing, This mortifying anfwer made her bethink her- 
felf of the ufual way, at that time, for women in her cafe, 
to give their maids to their hufoands; fhe therefore de- 
fired him to take Bilhah, and try to make her a mother 
by her means; to which he contented, and foon after had 
a fon by her, which Rachel called Dan, meaning that 
God had judged in her femur. She called the o'ther fon, 
which Bilhah bore, Naphtali, to exprefs the violent 
ftrugglcs (he had with her fitter. Leah, thinking fte had 
quite left off bearing, gave her maid Zilpah alfo to Jacob, 
whofe firft fon fhe called Gad, a troop , expecting more to 
come ; and the next the called After, to exprefs the hap¬ 
pinefs fee now enjoyed. 

Reuben, being now about fix years of age, brought 
home, one evening, fome mandrakes (X), which he had 

been 

(X) _ What thefe duSaim Scripture where they are men- 
were, is not eafy to guefs ; tinned befides. For this rea¬ 
but they certainly could not fon, fome have fancied them 
be, what we underiland by the violets s others, lilies; others, 
word mandrakes: i. Becaufe jedamin; others have rendered 
thofe have nothing inviting, the word defiraHe flowers, a- 
either in fmell, taite, or co- grceable to the word dudaim, 
lour, to, induce. a child of his which fignifiea loves in the 
age to gather them; much left dual, or the irtafls of a vso- 
could he choofe them for any man. Others again, and, per- 
partieular virtue, or quality haps, mote probably, have 
they had. a. The text lays, gueffed them to be citrons, 
it was. then , wheat-harveft. That which has induced fo 
which in thofe hot countries, many interpreters to fuppofe 
is about May, when the apples they were mandrakes, is the 
of that root are far from being virtue attributed to them of 
ripe. J. The mandrake, or helping conception, which 
mandragora, has a. veiy ftroog made Rachel trilling to try the 
ftupefying fmell, and is them- effe&a of them; but befides 
fore called by the Arabians, that they were plenty enough 
jabrokim j whereas the dudaim to have been bought at a 
ere cOmmended for their fra- cheaper rate, it is plain, that 
grancy in the only place of foe did not conceive after 

them- 
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been gathering In the fields in the time of the wheat- 
harveft. Rachei defiring Jo have fome part of them ; Leah 
anfwered, that it was a Tittle too much for her to take her 
hufband and her fon’s mandrakes too : wherefore, to pa¬ 
cify her, and pin-chafe the fruit, Rachel agreed, that Ja¬ 
cob fliould lie with her that night; and the patriarch 
coming home, Leah challenged him to confirm the bar¬ 
gain, which accordingly he did; the confequcnce of 
which waS, that fhe bore him a fifth fon, whom, fhe 
called Iifachar, thi man tf reward, alleging that he was a 
reward to her for giving her maid to Jacob, -She after¬ 
wards bore her fixth and Iaft fon, and named him Ze- 
bulun, dwelling, in hopes that fo many fons would induce 
her hufband to dwell with her. She had likewife a 
daughter, whom Ihe called DiiJah, the feminine of Dan; 
and this was the laft fhe bore. As for Rachel, her prayers 
at length being heard, fhe happily brought forth a fon, 
whom flte called Jofeph, in hopes that God would add 
another. By this time Jacob, having finifhed his four¬ 
teen years of fervitude, and being defirous to re-vi(it his 
old parents, requeued his uncle to difmifs him and his 
family. But Laban, who had found no fmall advantage 
in having fuch a faithful fervajit, begged him to flay a 
little longer, promifing, upon that condition, to give 
him what wages he fhould demand. They foon came to 
an agreement; but Laban’s avarice invented fo many 
ftratagetps to defraud him of it, as obliged Jacob to ufe 


them. Neither is. it probable, 
that Leah would have parted 
with them, if they had been 
known to have had fuch a vir¬ 
tue, which'perhaps was not 
difeovered till a long time af¬ 
ter; when this fruit became 
known among the jGreeki and 
Romans, by the name of the 
Jpple of love ; and of _ the 
juice of which the emperor 
Julian tells his friend, that he 
had taken a dofe to excite him 
to il. Lodolphus, in bisHif- 
•°ry of Ethiopia, has confuted 


the notion of dudaim’s figni- 
fying mandrakes; and affirms, 
that it implies a certain fruit, 
which the Syrians call manz, 
hot unlike the banana, or In¬ 
dian fig, in fhape and tafle, 
and about the fize of a cucum¬ 
ber, thirty or forty of which 
often hang upon one flem: but 
whatever thefe dudaim were, 
whether a fruit or a flower, 
it is certain, they muft have 
had fomething pleaf.mt and in¬ 
viting to a child, either in finell 
ortatte(i). 


C'l Vide Epipb. ap. ViBet. Ludolph- Hift. AJtbiop. lib. j. cap. 
»». Vide Calm, in Gen. xxx, 16. Diet. tub voc, Mandrag, Aug. 
hb. satii, Cant. Fanft. cap, *9. 
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others in his own defence, which fucceeded fo well, that 
his flocks throve greatly, whilft Laban’s dwindled vifibly 
away 

Laban, extremely vexed to fee fuch a great difference be¬ 
tween the two flocks, and perhaps fufpe&ing fome trick, 
obliged him to invert the bargain. This arbitrary change 
was renewed more than once or twice, as he complained 
to him afterwards. Jacob, however, grew exceeding rich, 
and with the money which he got by his fleeces, &c. 
bought men and women fervants, camels, oxen, and 
affes; which excited fuch envy in Laban and his fons 
againft him, that they began to look upon him with an 
evil eye; and this their malevolence prompted him to 
contrive the means of getting off with all his fubftance.' 
He acquainted his wives with his defign, which they ap¬ 
proving, he prepared for his efcape. Having collected 
all ‘his fervants and effects, he mounted his wives and 
children upon camels, and began his journey towards the 
Land of Canaan, whilft his father-in-law was at fome dis¬ 
tance from him bufy in Clearing his (heep; a circum- 
ftance which gave Rachel an opportunity of Healing her 
father’s gods (Y). Laban, who did not hear of his flight 

till 

Gen. xxx. per tot. 


_ ■ 

(Y) The word we tranflate nich, or upon a flielf, gave 
gods, in the Hebrew tera- vocal anfwers; but thefe are 
phim, the Septuagint tranf- fables not worth refuting; and 
fate fometimes an oracle, and the figure which Michol put 
fometimes vain idols, and A- in David’s bed, which the ori- 
quila makes it idols. Some ginal calls by the name of re¬ 
take it to be ah Egyptian raphim, Ihews, that it muft 
word, the fame with Serapis, have had a human fliape. Jo- 
introduced by Ham or his foa 'fephus indeed, who might 
Mifraim, who filled that coun- think it a reflection on David, 
try with idols. The moll re- that there ftiould be found an 
ceived and probable opinion image orteraphiin in his houfe, 
is, that it was foroething re- has attributed a more fubtle 
fembling a human form, as a ftratagem to Michol, though 
buffo, terminus, &c. though lefs credible. Thefe teraphims 
the Jews pretend, that, it was were afterwards univerfally 
the head of a firft-born fon known by the name of talif- 
plucked off from the neck and mans, as they are to this day 
embalmed; unler the tongue all over India. The Perfians 
of which.was fattened a golden,, call them telephim, a name 
{date, with the name of finne, not unlike teraphim. They 
falfe deity engraved upon it; were trade’'of different metals 
which head, being placed in a and fixes, call under certain 

conflel* 



to the Babybnjjh Captivity. 

till the third day, went immediately in purfuit of him; 
but feven days elapfed before he could overtake him; 
by which time Jacob had already paffed the Euphrates (Z), 


conftellarions, with the fi¬ 
gures of fome planets, and 
magic characters, engraven 
upon them. - They were ufed 
chiefly to give anfwers, to 
foretel what was to come, and 
to difcover what was hid or loft. 
Betides they were alfoaddrefied 
for temporal bleffings, and to 
avert evils. They were con- 
fulted and prayed to at certain 
times, under particular afpettef 
of the planets, from which, 
according to the Jews, they 
partly received that power, 
arid partly from charafters with 
which they were engraven. 
We muft not fuppofe, that all 
the teraphims were of the 
fame make, or for the fame 
ufes, even among the Jews. 
The laft thing worth enquiring 
into is, what induced Rachel 
to fteal her father’s gods. 
Some allege, that fhe did it to 
repay herfelf for the damage 
they had fuftained by her fa¬ 
ther ; others, that fjie thought 
hy this theft to prevent Laban’s 
enquiring which Way Jacob 
went; others fuppofe her de- 
'igu was to cure her father of 
bis idolatry, a^ainft which Ja¬ 
cob had read his wives many a 
jeflure. The learned Shuck- 
ford looks upon this theft to 
Juve been committed by her, 
out of a fond regard for her 
anceftors, Others think, that 


both foe and her filler were 
ftill addifted to that fuperlli- 
tion, and their defigning to 
continue in it, made her con¬ 
ceal the theft from her huf- 
band, an opinion which feema 
moll probable; for, Jacob, 
making a thorough reforma¬ 
tion in his houfe, caufed them 
to be taken from her, and bu¬ 
ried them under a tree in SI* 
ch|m (i). 

(Z) Though the text doth 
not fay what river he paffed, 
yet it is plain, it could be no 
other than the Euphrates, 
which the Scripture fometime* 
calls the river Perah, fome- 
times theGreat River, or Flood; 
either becaufe that and the 
Nile were the only two confi- 
derable ftreams they knew; 
or becaufe it was one of the 
four "rivers of,Paradife; or 
laftly, becaufe it was the 
boundary of the Promifed 
Land. Jacob muft have made 
prodigious fgped to arrive at 
Mount Gilead in ten days, 
with all his family, cattle, and 
lumber, it being diftant from 
ffaran two hundred and fifty 
miles. Laban and his com¬ 
pany made ftill greater hafte to 
overtake him in feven days, 
during which they muft have 
travelled at the rate of tbirty- 
feven miles a day ( 2 ). 


(1) Vide Kircber. Oedip. Synt. iv, cap. 3. Joat. Targum in 
'«n. xxxi. D. Kimchi fub voce Teraphim. Judg. xvii. 1. & 
,C< 1 - Pereir. Johnfon, < 5 c al. Abenezra in Joe. Theodoret. quseft. 
?■ Rab, Saf. Greg. Nazianz. Oral, de S. Pafth. & zl. Prid. Con- 
"tel. »ol. i. lib. v. p, 341. vol. if lib. vit.p. 154. Cyril, in Gen. 
'**• (a) Vid. Jofh, i, 4. xxiv. Sc aiib. Gen. xv. it. 
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and readied the mountains of Gilead, where tie bad pitch¬ 
ed his tenp 3 for that night. His purfuer bad certainly 
formed feme ill defign againft him ; butGod, who ap¬ 
peared to him that night in a dream, notwithftanding his 
idolatry, averted the execution of it, by threatening to 
punlih him feverely, Airraid he commit any hoftility or 
violence agairifl 'hi* fo»-irtdaW: thus intimidated by a 
God whom he did not adore, Laban pnly expostulated 
with Jacob for his going away without giving him an op¬ 
portunity of killing his children and grand-children, and 
difmifling them, with the ufoal ceremonies of mafic and 
dances. Jacob, on the other hand, complained that his 
father-in-law had' deceived him in the article of mar¬ 
riage ; that he had wronged him in tbe payment of his 
wages; and behaved in the too ft unkind and arbitrary 
manner, towards him and his family y*aH thefe injuries, 
he observed; were ungrateful returns Sot all his diligence 
and care, and for the bleffings God had heaped upon him 
for his fake. Laban had yet another trefpafs to lay to his 
charge, namely, that of dealing his gods; and Jacob, 
ignorant of Rachel’s theft, defired him to, make the 
mod diligent fearch for them throughout his family, pro- 
mifmg, that the perfon Oh whom they were found, ihould 
be immediately put to death. Laban loft no time, but 
fearched every tent, and lad of all, that of Rachel, who 
had hid the teraphim* under the camel’s litter, and fat 
down upon them, excufing her irreverent polture by tell¬ 
ing her father, that the condition flic was then in, allowed 
her fex to difpenfe with the ufual ceremonies. Laban 
having rummaged the other parts of the tent, without 
finding his gods, was obliged to acquiefee in his misfor¬ 
tune.; hut tome frefti expoftulatione enfued betwixt him 
and his fon-in-Jaw -, and thefe ended inapropofal to make 
an alliance, and to credt a monument as a ftanding wit- 
nefs of it to future ages. This being agreeable to both 
parties, they forthwith reared foe pile which Laban called 
in the Syrian tongue Jagar-Sahadutha, and Jacob deno¬ 
minated in Hebrew, Gilead; both which fignify the heap, 
ef w.tnefi. Here they like wife fwore that neither would 
pafs beyond that monument to hurt the other; and Jacob 
promifed that he would ufe bis wives with ail becoming 
tendcrnefii jtnd affiefBOn, A facrifice being offered upon 
the occafion, Jacob fesfted the yrhole company the reft of 

that day; and next'morning-Laban, having embraced 
and bleffed the Whole family, returned to Padan-Aram '• 

' Gen. xxx. per tot. 
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Jaeob; who thought hi* abfence a greater fecurity than 
the oaths he had (won, was glad to have fo well efcaped; jL.Vr 
but one fear fucceeded another, and the refentment of his ca,h '*• 
brother Efau began now to give him frefh difturbance •. 
but a vtfion he had of an hoft of angels, who met him in *"■ 

hts way to Canaan, allayed his anxiety for a while; and in 
memory of this wfion he called the place Mahanaim, tw, 
camps. Being fttll fearful of his hrother, he refolved to 
foften him with a fubmiffive meflage, though ftill near 
one hundred and twenty miles from his habitation. He 
chfpatched meffengers to acquaint Efau with his fuccefs 
during his ftay in Mefopotamia, the riches ami multitude 
ol wives, children, fervants, and cattle, which he had 
acquired; and that he did not think fit to proceed farther 
homewards, till he had fent him his be£ compliments. 

1 he meffengers returned with the news, that Efau was 
coming .to meet.him, accompanied with four hundred 
followers 5 an equipage, from which Jacob concluded, 
that he came for his deftruftion ; but, recovering a little 
tram his fear, be prepared for his own defence. Having 
divided his family into two bands, in hopes, that, if one 
perilhed, the other might efcape; he addrefled bimfelf to 
t*od ina very bumble prayer, acknowlcging his great 
mercies, and his own unworthinefs, begging his future . 
rTii tlis brother’s fword, and that he would 

JuliiUll his former promife in his "behalf. Then he re- „ , 
lohred to try how far prefents would work upon Efau’s 
temper Having fet apart two hundred fhe-goats, and ftnut, " 
fk' l:rit V le ~^ 0ats ’ tw ’° hundred ewes, and twenty rams, 
mirty ihe-pamels, with their colts, forty cows, and ten 
uus, twenty fhcrafles, and ten colts; he fentthem.be- 

hl f ,n fcparnte bands, and charged their drivers, 
n«n they met his brother, to tell him, that they were 
prelents fent'by Jacob to his lord Efau, in order to en- 
weat Jus favour and good will b . Next morning he made 
his family and flocks go over the brook Jabbok long he¬ 
re break of day; whilft he himfelf tarried at Mahanaim. 

Pern appeared to him in the fliape of a man, according 
f P „ l P ro P het Hofea c , the fame divine perfon he had 
; n n b f [ f° re 3t Beth-el, who wreftled with him till morn- 
hlm ^ apparition, not being able to prevail againft 
distil t0 . U n bed tbe follow of his thigh, which was irame- 
j a f “iflocated; then deGred him to let him go, fince 
y appeared. Jacob then begged, that he might have 
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his hleffing firft; upon which he changed bis name from 
Jacob to Ifrael, which figtiifies a man, that has prevailed 
whir Gad. But when he was defined to tell his own name, 
he refufed and departed* Jacob therefore called the place 
Peniel, or the fact of God-, and, when he refomed his 
march, he found himfelf lame- Jofephus tells us, that 
neither Jacob nor any of his pofterity ewer fince, did eat 
that part of any creature f ; and though the test mentions 
only the finew that fhrankj, yet fcrfcrupulous are fome of 
the Jews even to this day, that for want of knowing 
what joint it was, they abftain from the whole hind- 
quarter 8 . Some think, that Jacob’s lamenefe' was fcon 
over} others, that he halted all his life. The neW affu- 
rances which the angel gave him, encouraged Jacob to 
proceed chearfully, till he' had overtaken his family, and 
Yr. of FI. was come in fight of his brother- Efau, who received 
609- him with great tendernefs, and kindly invited him to his 
Ante Chr. habitation on Mount-Seir; but Jacob thought fit to turn 
towards Succoth, where he built him a houfe, and af- 
Meets tuith terwards removed to Salem, a city belonging to the Ss- 
hu brother cbemites, where he bought fome ground of the children 
Efau. of HamorThere he fettled (A) and built an altar until 
Jacob ft op- t he Lord, which he called El Elohe Ifrael, or the migblj 
<"/«/* God of Ifrael. This was, in all likelihood, the fame 
Succoth. place where Abraham bad heretofore built an altar foot 
Buys a after his firft arrival in the land of CanaanHere alft 
piece of Vas probably Jacob’s Well near, Gerizim, where Chril 
ntarSe ta lked w ith t * 1e womal ‘ of Samaria k i for that mountain 
”lem. " flood in the country of the Sechemites '. 

Yr. of FI. * n fori iituation Jacob might have lived long in peace 
Sifi. ' and, tranquillity, univerfally beloved and refpeCted, lid 
Ante Chr, not the treacherous and inhuman maffacre of the inh» 
«73*- bitants by his two fons Simeon and Levi®, obliged him 
——— to withdraw from the place nearer Mamre/ where his ft 
ther ftill lived. Jacob reproved them for their barbarity 

f To£ Ant. lib, i. c. *0. a Calm. O. T. in loc. 1 G<j| 

xxxiii 18. xi'1.7. ‘Annal. Uther fub. wm. Calm. Hift, O.V 
Vlllet, & al. . * John iv. 6, Ic feq. 1 Judg, ix. 7. 

Ant. lib. i. cap, »t. 1 

{AV We have here Mowed fur the word Salem,, or rs^j 
the Englifh verfion, though Shalem, bears that fignifi cS 
the original we think might be tion; whereas we find no 
more properly rendered, he main* of any place near » 
arrived fafe and Jewed, er chem, that is called by , 
peaceably at the city. efSetbm', name of Salem, 
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and tbe reft of the inhabitants of the country would, no 
doubt, have made them pay dear for it, had not God in- 
terpofed, and fent a panic fear amongft them, infomuch 
that they even let them depart quietly, and carry off all 
the plunder they had got from the flaughtered Sechemites 
God was foon pleafed to diffipate all Jacob’s fears once 
more, by fpeaking to him in a dream, bidding him go to Jacob bid 
Beth-el, where he had formerly appeared to him when 10 S‘ *"d 
he fled from his brother, and to dwell there, and build 
an altar. Jacob, unwilling to prophane that holy place " 
by carrying with him any thing that might be difpleafing 
unto God, ordered his family to deliver to him all the 
idols they had taken from the Sechemites, or brought from 
Badan-aram; not indeed to be deitroyed, as one might 
have expefted, but to be buried In a deep hole, which he 
caufed to be made under an oak near Sechem. Hi? com- Their Mi 
■ mands were forthwith obeyed, and they parted even with buried. 
their very ear-rings, which they ufed to wear as talifmans 
or charms againft ficknefs and other misfortunes k . 

Then Jacob and his whole family began their journey, 
and arrived fafely at Luz, afterwards called Beth-el; none, Yr, of FI. 
I of the neighbouring inhabitants daring to moleft them by 6»S. 
ithe way. At this new habitation, he built an altar to -^ n,e chr ‘ 

i f^od, and called it El-Beth-el, or the God of Beth-el. In 1?3X ' 
little time Deborah, his mother’s nurfe, dying, was bu- D e i,ora/> 

:d under an oak at the foot of the hill of Beth-el, and din. 
t place was called Allon-Bacbuth, or the oak of mourn- 
l- However, he made but a fhort ftay at Beth-el, be- 
g delirous to go and vifit his father, whom, for aught 
e fmd, he had not feen fince his departure to Mefupota- 
ia. In his march towards Epbrath, Rachel fell in la¬ 
bour at a fmall diftance from the place; and perceiving 
jhat Ihe drew near her end, called the child Benoni, or 
ft ftm of my affiiBion ; but after fhe was dead, Jacob Rachel 
Changed that name into Benjamin, or the [on of my tight- dm, audit 
}ond: Rachel was buried in the way to Ephrath, and a 
fone monument was reared over tbe grave, which was 
pi to be feen in Mofes’s time. This was not the only 
jnisfortune that Jacob met with about this period. His 
P n Reuben having taken a liking to Bilhah, his father’s 
(oncubine, did not fcruple to gratify his wicked inclina- Reuben't 
f on : an outrage which made fo deep an impreflion on mcefi. 
j 18 father's heart, that be grieved for it to his dying day 

’Gen. xxxiv. per tot. * See Calmet’s Com. ifl Gen. xxxv. 4. 
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Jacob foon quitted that melancholy place, and came at 
length to Mamre, to his old father Ifaac, with whom he 
continued alpioft thirteen years, fome fay nineteen, that 
is, till the good old man departed this life in a very ad¬ 
vanced age, being a hundred and eighty years old, having 
been almoft blind and decrepid a confiderable part of 
that time. His two fons buried him in the cave of Mach- 
pelah with Abraham and Sarah 3 then Efau returned 
home, and Jacob continued at Mamre”. 

The happinefs which Jacob enjoyed during his flay 
with his father, had not been without allay. Jofeph, 
then about feventeen years of age, was become his dar¬ 
ling, for the excellencies both of his body and mind. But 
his fondnefs for him raijed no fmall jealoufy in his bro¬ 
thers (K). What increafed it Bill more, Jofeph having 
obferved feme vile actions- in the fons of Bilhah and Zil- 
pah, with whom his father had fent him to feed thy theep, 
made Jacob acquainted with their mifeonduft. But envy 
was converted into irreconcileable hatred, by his telling 
them fome dreams he had, which feemed to forefhew, 
that he fhould one day acquire power and authority over 
his brethren. He dreamed that he faw in a wheat-field 
his own fheaf Banding upright, and theirs falling down 
before it, and paying homage to it. He afterwards faw 
the fun, moon, and eleven Bars doing him thel ike obei- 


" Gtn. xxxv. per tot, 

(K) Mod verfions have made and Arabic verfions have reit- 
Jacob love Jofeph, becaufe he dered it, becaufe he was a 
was the fon of his old age j wife and prudent fon ; though 
whereas he had two fons even this comes fhort of the 
younger than he, viz. Zebu- energy of the idiom, and might 
lun and Benjamin. It feeras be more properly tranflated, 
they have miftaken the word- becaufe he had thewifdom at 
benzekeniro, the fon offenators, prudence of a fen ator. Judin, 
or ciders, as he is called here, in his epitome qf Tragus, 
for benziknah, the fon of old makes mention of his being 
age. But the former has a fold into Egypt by his tre¬ 
quite diflerent meaning, fig- thren, who envied the excel- 
nifying, according to the He- lency of his wit, and having 
brew idiom, the fon or difciple got him privately into their 
of fenators ; becaufe he was en- hands, fold him to fome me r ‘ 
dued with extraordinary wif- chants, who carried him doff® 
dom and prudence. Accord- into that country (t). 
ingly the Samaritan, Perfic, 

(1) Vide Le Seen, Effajr, Juftin. lib. xjtxvi, cap. *. 
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fance. This laft vifion he likewife communicated to his 
father, who, obferving with what envy his brethren, heard 
it, thought fit to rebuke him feverely before them, afking 
him if he thought that his father, mother, and brethren 
were to bow themfelyes to the earth before him ? Their 
hatred againft him dill increafing, they refolved on his 
death j and it was not long before an opportunity offered 
of executing their defign. Jacob, being uneafy that he Yr. of FI. 
had not heard from them fince they were gQjie to Sediem 6 "j 
with their flocks, fent Jofeph to enquire after them • Antc Chr * 
when they agreed to rid themfelves of the dreamer, as J7a »‘ 
they called him, and make their father believe that he ~~ 
was devoured by fome wild beaft. Reuben dHTuaded 
them from imbruing their hands in his blood, and advifed 
them to throw him alive into a'pit, and let him die of 
hunger. Whether the terroi of ihedding his blood, or a 
dehre to mflift upon him a more lingering death, in¬ 
duced them to take the advice, they lowered him down 
into a well without water. In the mean time, a troop of 
llhmaelites happening to pafs with fpices and balm from 
Ulead on their way to Egypt, Judah perfuaded his bre¬ 
thren to fell him to them, fince his death would do them HeufilJ 
no more fervice than his being carried into that country, and/arriti 
Accordingly Jofeph was fold to the merchants, and car- d °' wn 
ned off without the privity of Reuben, whofe defign was 
10 tj xeliim out of the pit, and fend him back to his fa- 
wr. The furprize and concern he was in, when he 
found he was gone, forced fuch complaints from him, as 
rendered them the more folicitous to conceal the ftep 
1 iey had taken. But they all agreed in opinion, that it 
would be neceflary to deceive his father. Having there- 
ore'dipped his party-coloured coat in the blood of a kid, 
ncy fent it home to the old patriarch, who no fooner faw 
Jf, than, thinking his beloved child had been torn to pieces 
y fume wild beaft, he took his fuppofed lofe fo much to 
cart, that he did not ceafe mourning for him, till he 
eard the furprifing news of his advancement in Egypt. 

'J° -pn happened to be fold to an officer of the king’s s-JJ to p„. 
guard, named Potiphar (L), in whofe fervice he exerted tiphar, 

himfelf 


pj. ) Though the text calls doth'properly import an eunuch, 
'p ar an eunuch, yet he yet it is often ufed to fignify 
s' not . re % fuch, as the an officer belonging to the 
and Ua Jf nt reD ^ er the word, court, and near to the king’s 
thou k u J ews f a ucy; for perfon. He is alfo called far 
gh the Hebrew Word faris tabachim, which,, in its pri- 
S a " mitive 
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himfelf with fuch diligence and integrity, and proved fb 
fuccefsful iu all be undertook, that his mafter foon com¬ 
mitted the Care of all his affairs wholly into his hands. 
He had been ten years in this fituation, when his miftrefs, 
captivated by the extraordinary comelinefs of his perfon, 
made divers attempts to feduce him into a compliance 
with her wanton defires. She accofted him one day 
when the family was abroad, in fo paffionate a manner, 
that Jofeph not thinking it fafe to ftay and expoftulate 
with her, as he had frequently done, abruptly withdrew, 
leaving his upper garment, which ihe had laid hold of, in 
her hands. Incenfed at this repulfe, fhe vowed the ruin 
of the innocent youth; and accordingly having brought 
together with her outcries all who were within hearing, 
(lie charged Jofeph witbiher own crime, confirming the 
charge by ihewing the Ikirt of the garment which fhe had 
torn. By the time her hufband came home, fhe had 
dreffed up her ftory fo well, that fhe was.eafily believed. 
Potiphar therefore fent him to the king’s prifon 1 , where 
we ihall leave him for a while, to take a view of what 
psAed it) his father’s family. 

Net Jong after Jofeph had been fold into Egypt, Judah 
married the daughter of a Canaanite, whofe name was 
Shuah, by whom he had three fons, Er, Onan, and 
Shelah. Er being cut off for his wickednefs, before he 
had any children by h*is wife Tamar,. Judah ordered his 
fecond fon Onan to take her, according to the cuftom of 
that country, and raife pofterity to his brother. Onan 
obeyed feemingly; but not brooking the thoughts, that 
his children fhould be efteemed his brother’s, took fuch 
a wicked and unnatural way to prevent Tamar’s having 
any by him, that God was provoked to punifh him with 
death alfo. Judah therefore bid her remain a widow iu 
her father’s houfe, till his third fon fhould grow up to 
fupply his brother's place 5 but the time being coroe, and 
Judah negle&ing to fend for her, as indeed he never de¬ 
signed it, left Shelah fhould meet with the fate of his two 
brothers, fhe refolved to put him in mind of his engage-, 
ment by fome other way. 

> Genef. xxxix. per tot. 

mitive meaning, is prince of Which reafon fome have ren¬ 
ter butchers, from tabach, dered it, the prince of th 
which fignifies Jlaughtcr. For cooks (1). 

(a) Vide Mercer, jun, Seal. 

/ JudiU 
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Judah having buried his wife about this time, as foon as y-jiah and 
the ufual days of mourning were over, went to overlook iamar. 
his fheep-fhearers at Timnath, attended only by his 
friend Adullatn. Tamar had timely notiice of his dc- 
fjgn; and thinking this a favourable opportunity to 
execute her own, (he diverted hcrfelf of her widow's 
garments, covered her face with a veil, and in the attiie 
of a harlot, placed herfelf between the two ways that led 
to Timnath. Judah faw her, and taking her to be really 
what (he appeared, made his addrefl'es to her, and pre¬ 
vailed. He won her confent by promifing her a kid, apd 
leaving with her, at her requeft, his figuet, his bracelets, 
and his ftaflj as pledgee of the performance of his promife. 

The kid he immediately fent by Jiis friend Adullam ; but 
the pretended harlot had difappeared. 

Some months after this encounter, Judah was informed Tamar 
that Tamar was certainly pregnant. With this infima- rw,t>1 child-, 
tion he was not difpleafed, as her death would have freed 
him from his promife of marrying her to Shclah. 

He pretended, however, to bp highly provoked at her 
incontinency, and condemned her accordingly to the condemned 
flames (M) j hut, upon her producing the above mentioned e u ' tl ’ 
pledges, and declaring that the owner of them was the 
father of the child, Judah, in the greateft confufion, owned 
that llie was the more innocent of the two, and that he 
had wronged her in with-holding Shelah from her. He hut ab- 
afterwards conducted her home, but never touched her fatted. 
from that period. When her full time came, (he brought j jirange 
forth twins; but the manner of their birth was very fur- birth. 
prifmg, for one of them putting forth his hand, the mid¬ 
wife tied a fcarlet thread round it, as a token of his being 
the firft-born; but he withdrew his hand, and the other 
coming firft into the world, he was called by his mother 
PHares, or Breach , by reafon of the breach he had made 
between his brother and him ; the brother-twin was called 
Zarah. 


Jofeph,'mean while, had ingratiated himfelf fo much Yr. of FI. 
with the gaoler in Egypt, that he entrufted him with the Ant * 2 ^ hrt 

I716* 

meant only that fbe fhould be 


(M) Some think that Ju- 
“ a h, ss head of hw own fa- 
had power of life and 
death over all that belonged to 
'*■ but it it hardly probable 
'bat the Canaanites, in whofe 
country they dwelt, would give 
1 (hanger fuch power. It is 
®ote likely, therefore, that he 


brought before a court of jti- Japph, 
dicature, and fentenced accord¬ 
ing to the laws of the country. 

But whether judge or profe- 
cutor, it was an inhuman ftep 
to put a woman to death before 
(he was delivered. 
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care of all tlie prifoners. To two of them, who were men 
of fome diftinetion, viz. Pharaoh’s chief butler and baker, 
Jofeph not only interpreted their remarkable dreams, but 
told them alfo the precife- time when they fhould fee 
them fulfilled. Accordingly, in three days the butler was 
reftored to his place, and the baker hanged. Jofeph took 
this opportunity of addrefling himfelf to the former, to 
beg his afliflance and intereft towards his releafe, telling 
him at the fame time how he had been fold out of his 
country, and falfely accufedby his miftrefs, and what elfe 
he thought proper to move him to comply with his 
requeft. 

The former being fet at liberty, and reftored to his 
place, never remembered his fellow-prifoner till two years 
after, when the two famous dreams of Pharaoh forced 
him, in a manner, to recall him to his remembrance, and 
recommend him to the king, as one who had a much 
greater talent for interpreting dreams, than any he had 
yet confultcd. Upon his recommendation Jofeph was 
fent for out of prifon, and Pharaoh told him his dreams, 
promiling him a confiderable reward, if he could give him 
a true interpretation. This monarch dreamed he had 
feen fcven lufty fat cows feeding on the banks of the 
Nile, which feven others, lean and ill-favoured, came and 
devoured, without growing either fatter or larger in con- 
fequencc of this repaft. His fecond dream exhibited 
feven full ears of corn devoured by feven that were 
blafled. Jofeph declared that the feven cows and feven 
ears of corn imported the fame meaning; that the dream 
being repeated was only a fign that the event was to 
happen immediately ; that the feven fat cows and full 
ears fignified feven years of extraordinary plenty, which 
neverthelefs would be quite forgotten in the feven fuc- 
cceding years of famine, fignifiea by the feven lean cows 
and-blafted ears. He therefore advifed the king to ap¬ 
point a wife and expert minifter over his whole kingdom, 
who fhould build granaries, and fend officers into every^ 
province to lay up a fifth part of all the corn of the feveu 
plentiful years again ft the fucceeding yeartof famine. 

The king and all that heard him were furprifed at the 
wifdom of this young ft ringer, who was then but thirty 

J 'ears old, concluding that he himfelf was the fitteft per* 
bn to be fet over the kingdom, and to put bis propofal in 
execution- He was thereupon appbmted mailer and 
ovenfeer of Phataoh’s houfe ; and orders were given that 
he fhould be. obeyed in all things, as if he had been mo- 
jfhrch himfelf. The king'gave him his own fignet off his 

finger; 
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finger; caufed him to be cloathed in fine linen, and put 
a gold chain about his neck; declaring him fuperintend- 
ant over his whole kingdom, and next to himfelf in au¬ 
thority; he gave him moreover the name of Zaphnah- 
Paaneah, which fignifies a revealer offtcrrts{ N); bellowed marr i. 

on him in marriage the daughter of Potipherah, prieil, or a$e. 
prince of On (O); and allowed to ride in his fecond cha¬ 
riot, while the men that ran before it cried, “ Bow the 
knee.” Jofeph being railed to this height of power, Yr. of FI. 
made a progrefs through the whole kingdom ; built his 633. 
granaries ; appointed proper officers in every place; and A" 1 ' Chr. 
ordered all things with fuch prudence and application, . 1 ? 1 5 * 
that before the feven years of plenty were expired, he y , ~ 
found his ftores filled above numbering. During this p) c „,y, 
time he had two fons botn of Ivs wife Afenath ; the lirll ManaJJek 

of whom he called Manafleh, intimating that “ God had a '" 1 *- 

phraim 

(N) Thefe are nor Hebrew the Egyptian priefts and laity. 4 “ rn ‘ 
words, as fome rabbies dream ; However that be, we mull not 
for though the firft may be de- miftake the city of On for that 
rived from zaphan, to bide, of No, threatened with de- 
yet the original of paaneah is ftruftion by Ezekiel, which 
not to be found in the Hebrew, was Alexandria. On was He- 


St. Jerom and others think it liopolis, the chief city of the 
fignifies a faviour of the world-* canton of that name, called by 
but it is moll probable, that it Pto^pmy, Onium, diftant about 
fignifies the revealer of facts, twenty miles from Memphis, 
and is accordingly fo rendered the metropolis of the kingdom, 
by moll Jewilh and Chrillian Nor mull we confound this 
expofitors (3). Potipherah with the perfon to 

(O) As it is not likely that whom Jofeph was fold, as St. 
Jofeph fhould fo foon have for- Jerom has done. The names 
gotten his religion, as to marry are differently written ; the 
the daughter of an uncircum- firll Potiphar, and the other 
cifed perfon, whether prince or Potipherangh, ending with the 
prieft, on the one hand; and letter y (ain). One is called 
on the other, Potipherah could captain of the guards, the 
not but be defirous to purchafe other, prince or prieft of On. 
fo advantageous an alliance ai The former therefore mull 
any rate; the new favourite have bis refidence in the ca- 
might have feized this oppor- pita), to be always about the 
tunity of introducing circum- king; the other lived at On, 
cifion into the family, and or Heliopolis(4). 
thence, by degrees, among all 


(3) Vide Majmon. Hieron. in loc. Eueubin. 4 sc. Targ. Onkel. 
in loc. Joicpb. Amiq. Iib.ii. cap. 6. LXX. Grot. Jun. in loc. 
ft al. £4) Vide Gcnef. alii. 18. Ezck. xxx, it. Huron, 
loc. Hebr. 

S 4 made 
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made him forget all his toilsand the next he called 
Ephraim, becaufe God had rendered him fruitful in the 
land of his affliftion. Thefe feven plentiful years were fuc- 
ceeded immediately hy the other feven of famine; nor 
was the fcarcity confined to Egypt, but was felt all over 
the land of Canaan, and all tne nations round about. 
As foon therefore as the Egyptians came to be in want of 
bread, they applied to Pharaoh, who commanded them 
to repair to Jofeph; upon which he immediately ordered 
his ftores to be opened, and corn to be fold to the people 
who flocked to him, not only from all parts of Egypt, but 
from all the neighbouring countries 

Jacob, who was not exempt from the common cala¬ 
mity, hearing that there was corn to be bought in Egypt, 
fent ten of his fons thithfcr to buy grain, and kept only 
Benjamin at home. Thefe, upon their arrival in Egypt, 
were dire£led to Jofeph for an order. When they came 
into his prefence they proftrated themfelves before him, 
and begged they might be fupplied with corn. Jofeph 
knew them immediately, though he was fo altered that 
they could not call him to mind ; affuming a fevere look, 
he alked, in angry tone, whence they came? and, upon 
their anfwering from Canaan, he charged them with 
being fpies,. come to difeover the weaknefs of the land. 
They allured him, in tlje moll fubmiflive terms, that they 
were all one man’s fons ; that they had left a younger 
brother with their father, who had been blefled with an¬ 
other befides, but he was now no more. Jofeph laying 
hold of the declaration, told them, with an imperious air, 
that unlefs one of them would go and fetch this youngelt 
foil, whilft the reft were kept in fafe cuftody, he would 
not be perfuaded but that they were fpies, and would 
punilb them accordingly. To Ihew that he was in earneft, 
he fent them all to prifon, and kept them there three days; 
at the expiration of which be fent for them, and, in a 
milder tone, faid to them, “ This do and live, for I fear 
God ; let one of you remain a prifoner with me, whilft 
the reft go home with provifion for your family ; and, 
when you bring your youngeft brother hither, he fhall be 
delivered up fafe, and you will be juftified.” He then com¬ 
manded Simeon, who had, perhaps, hee.n one of his moft 
bitter enemies, to be bound before their eyes, and fent 
to prifon, whilft he had the pleafure to hear them con- 
fefs their inhumanity to their brother, whofe cries had 


not 
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not been able to foften them into pity; acknowleging, that 
this misfortune had befallen them as a juft punifhment 
for their unnatural behaviour to Jofeph. Here Reuben 
had an opportunity of juftifying himfelf, by reminding 
them of the pains he took to diffuade them from the 
horrid fadl, not imagining that he was underflood by any 
but his brethren, for Jofeph fpoke to them by an inter¬ 
preter. At length, having learnt all that he wanted to 
know, he dil'miffed them, not without contriving a freftt 
occafidn of furprize to them after they were gone j hav¬ 
ing bid the officer, who was to fill their facks with corn, 
return their money, by putting the price in the mouth of 
each fack. Accordingly, when they halted to give fome 
provender to their bcafts, they were not a little alarmed to 
find all their money in their Tacks, and failed not to 
make all the difmal reflections upon it that their fear 
could luggeft; concluding, that the haughty Egyptian 
lord had practifed this expedient that he might have a 
pretence to enflave them at their next coming. Arriving 
at their own home, they acquainted their father with ail 
tliefe adventures, who, though he was grieved at the de¬ 
tention of his fon Simeon, was much more fo when he 
found that Benjamin muft go down to redeem him. He 
withftood all their perfuafions as long as he could *; till 
at length, the famine increafing, and the provifion being 
almolt fpent, Judah prevailed upon him fo part with his 
favourite fon for a time, promifing to bring him fafeback, 
or elfe to be anfwerable for him at the hazard of his 
life (X). As it was not without the utmoft reluftance 


* Gen. xliii. per tot. 


(X) The whole conduft of 
Jofeph, from his beiog firft 
brought into Egypt, to his 
difeovering himfelf to his bre¬ 
thren, having been very much 
, canvaffed ana difappruved, it 
will not be amifs to enquire 
how far it deferves cenfure, 
and how far it may be juilified. 
He is blamed for not having 
fent word to his father of hi*, 
condition, who would have re-' 
deemed him at any rate, the 
city of Memphis, where he 
Was fold, not being above 


eighty miles at moil from He¬ 
bron, where Jacob dwelt. To 
this ftridluie it may be anfwer- 
ed, That if he had returned 
home, his brethren would, in 
all likelihood, have taken a 
more effectual way to be rid of 
him, and, upon the firft op¬ 
portunity, have put their for¬ 
mer bloody fcheme in execu¬ 
tion. And fecondly, Egypt 
beiog the place where he ex- 
pedted the preferment, which 
his dreams had fore-fignified 
to him, it was by no means 
advife- 


Their mo- 
ntj/' rtturn- 
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that Jacob confented to this reparation, fo he failed not. 
to give hisfonstbc ftritfeft charge about him, to take all 
the proper meafures for their fafe return, and to gain the 
Jactb'i favour of the proud Egyptian lord. He bid them carry 
frtfiaiihr double, their money and make ready fuch prefents as they 
Jofefh. thought would be acceptable (Y). Having intreated hea¬ 
ven 


advifcable for him to leave it, 
but to wait patiently there for 
the event. Again, he is blam¬ 
ed for his rough and unjuft 
ufage towards his brethren, 
which, it is pretended, fa¬ 
vours of the ranked revenge. 
But if revenge had been the 
chief.motive uf his behaviour, 
he could hare indulged it in a 
more effectual way, without 
any danger of being called to 
anaccount; whereas, it is plain, 
he had a much better defign, 
namely, either to make them 
repent of their heinous cruelty, 
or in order to inform himfelf 
of the date of his family, es¬ 
pecially of his father and of 
his brother Benjamin ; or laft- 
ly, to make them relifh his 
future kindnefs the better by 
previous rough ufage. The 
lad, and indeed the moft con- 
fiderable article of the charge, 
is the peremptory manner in 
which he infilled upon their 
bringing his brother Benjamin 
into Egypt; a circumltaucc 
which he knew would caufe 
an infinite deal of grief to his 
aged father, if not break his 
heart; and if be refilled to 
fend him, the whole family 
mud have ftarved at home, 
and Simeon would have remain¬ 
ed in bonds. As for the latter 
part of the charge, Jolepb had 
it dill in his power, if he had 
found that his other brethren 
flayed longer than ordinary, to 
have feat Simeon home with 


what meflage and fupply he 
pleafed ; but as for his caufing 
Jacob to pafs fo many days, it 
not weeks, in all the fear and 
anxiety that fo dear a fon’s ab- 
fence, and danger, could caufe, 
it cannot eaiily be jullified any 
other way, than by fuppofing 
that Jofeph did certainly fore- 
fee what would happen ; and 
that his father’s grieving fomc 
time for Benjamin, would be 
fo far from endangering his 
health, that it would only in- 
creafe his joy when he faw him 
again, and give a greater relifh 
to the news of his own advance¬ 
ment and fuccefs in Egypt. 
Without this fuppofmon, it is 
plain, fuch a fudden tranlition 
from an excefs of forrow to a 
tranfport of joy, was of itfelf 
fufficient to have endangered 
his life or his fenfes. 

(Y) The generality of our 
expofitors have not been very 
happy in their tranflation of 
dome of the prefents which Ja¬ 
cob lent into Egypt; and fome 
learned critics, of a later date, 
have endeavoured to give us 
a more rational account of 
them. Such were the honey,, 
nuts, and almonds, which could 
be no great rarities in Egypt, 
nor, indeed, any of the others, 
except, the balm, which was 
that of Gilead, of great price 
all the world over; but as for 
re fin and wax, they could not 
be worth fending. Bochart 
thinks it was refin or turpen¬ 
tine, 
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veti for their good fuccefs, he difmifled them, little dream¬ 
ing what happy tidings he (hould hear at their return, to 
make him amends for his fon’s abfence. When they ap¬ 
peared before Jofeph, with thpir brother Benjamin, he 
commanded his fteward to conduit them to his houfe, 
where he intended they Ihould dine with him. But they, 
who had abandoned themfelves to fear, began to fufpe£t 
that fome ill defign was hatching to enilave them, upon 
account of the money which they had found in their 
facks; to prevent which, they affured the fteward, that 
they had brought it back, with a new fupply, to buy fome 
frelh provifions. He feeing their concern, bid them not 


tine, rather than balm of Gi¬ 
lead, bccaufe Gilead was on 
the gther lide Jordan, at fome 
dillance from Jacob’s habita¬ 
tion ; but this will not prove 
th3t there was none to be 
bought there, or to be fent for 
upon fuch an occafion. He 
adds, indeed, that Jofeph us 
affirms balm to have been un¬ 
known in Judata, till the queen 
of Sheba brought fonieot it to 
Solomon from Arabia Felix; 
but Jofephus may be miftaken. 
Belides, how came Gilead to 
be fo famous for it afterwards f 
The queen hardly brought the 
trees with her ; and, if Solo¬ 
mon had fent for them after¬ 
wards, he would have planted 
them, in all likelihood, nearer 
to his own refidence ; but, 
whatever it was, it is plain, 
the refxn and turpentine could 
not be a prefent worth Jofeph’s 
acceptance. The next is ho¬ 
ney, which was indeed very 
much admired by the ancients, 
as well Jews as Gentiles, for 
a delicious food; but unlefs 
that of Canaan was better than 
ordinaiy, it was hardly worth 


fending to an Egyptian prime 
rtlinilter, fince it is hardly pof- 
fible that country Ihould be 
without it. It is mod likely, 
therefore, that they were dates, 
which arc called by the fame 
name, debelh, as the Jewilh 
doitors obferve, .and which, 
when full ripe, yield a fort of 
honey. The Arabic calls dates 
duboos, and the honey of them 
dibo or dibes, to this dayj 
and,it is plain that Judaea a- 
bounded in palm-trees of all 
forts, more efpecially about 
Jericho, if we may believe Jo¬ 
fephus and Pliny. The next 
is what we tranflate fpices; 
but the Hebrew word nckoth 
doth rather fignify florax, a 
noble arnmatic gum, that was 
put into all precious oint¬ 
ments. Myr, or as it is in the 
original lot, is rather the ftafte 
orladanum of the Chaldee and 
Septuagint, the laft name 
coming nearer the Hebrew 
word. It is thought to he the 
gum of the cyprefs-trec, and 
was one of the aromatics in 
the perfume preferibed by God 
to Moles (i). 


(■) Vide 1 Sam, xiv. *7, a Sam. xvii. Cant. v. i. Sucton. 
dr Ncron. cap. xxvii. ft el. Bochart. Hierozoic. lib. ir, coll. 331, 
51 *. Exod. xxx. 14, 
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be under any apprehenfions about it, and brought them 
into the houfe, where they found their brother Simeon. 
He then acquainted them that they were to dine with his 
lord, who would return by noon; upon which they made 
ready their prcfents, and laid them before him with the 
utmoft reverence, as foon as he came home. Jofeph 
having faluted them round, began to enquire after their 
father's health, and whether that was their youngeft bro¬ 
ther that flood before him. Benjamin bowed his head to 
the ground, and Jofeph having blefled him, ordered the 
victuals to be ferved. They were placed according to 
their rank and feniority, whilft he fat at table by himfelf, 
and his Egyptian guefts at another; for it was an abomi¬ 
nation to the Egyptians to eat with the Hebrews. Jofeph, 
according to the cuftom of the country b , font difhes from 
his own table to all his brethren ; and they were Hot a 
little furpiifed to fee how exadtly he ferved them, ac¬ 
cording to their feniority; but much more fo when they 
faw Benjamin’s portion five times larger than any of the 
reft, which was an ufual mark of honour to the perfon to 
whom it wasfent. After they had eaten and drank plen¬ 
tifully, they began to think of taking their leave, and of 
going about their other affairs'; but Jofeph bad yet one 
more mortification in referve for them, before he difeo- 
vered himfelf. He directed his fteward to put his drink- 
ing-cup into Benjamin’s fack, and overtaking them at 
fame diftance from the city, after a thorough fearch, to 
bring the pretended thief back as a prifoner. The order 
was punctually executed, and we may eafily imagine their 
furprize and concern when the filver cup was produced 
out of the fack of their younger brother. They made all 
poftible bade to load their afies again, and returned to 
Jofeph, who received them with a warm reprimand 
for thus requiting his kindnefs and civility, affuring 
them, however, that though he might juftly punifh 
them all, yet the perfon only upon whom the cup 
was found, (liould remain a Have, whilft the reft might 
go home in peace. After they had exprefled their grief 
and lhame in the humbled manner, Judah, who had 
taken Benjamin under his care, addreffing himfelf to 
jofeph. in the mod pathetic terms, acquainted him with 
his father’s extreme fondnefs for the lad, the great dif¬ 
ficulty they had to perfuade him to part with one he fo 
tenderly loved, and the danger of his grieving to death for 

* Vide Zenopb. in Vit. Cyr. lib. viii. c Gen. xliii. per rot. 

the 
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the lofs of him. He likewife offered himfelf at the fame 
time as an equivalent for his brother, with fuch zeal and 
concern, that Jofeph was no longer able to contain him¬ 
felf. His bowels began to yearn, and his tears to flow fo 
fad, that he was forced to fend all the by-danders away, 
whilfl: he made himfelf known to his btothers. When he £f. 
told them, that he was Jofeph their brother, which was 
all that his full heart would let him utter, they were all J 
ftruck'with fuch a mixture of joy and furprize for a con- 
fiderable time, that they could make no anfwer, neither 
did they dare even to look towards him, to convince thern- 
felves that it was really he. Jofeph, deliring them to 
draw nearer, embraced them all round with great tender- 
nefs; and, to difpel all their farther apprehenGons, told 
them, that their felling him into Egypt having been tli- 
refted by an uufeen Providence," and proved the means of 
fo much good both to himfelf, to them, and to all Egypt; 
he was fo far from refenting it, that they fhould never hear 
it fo much as mentioned by him from that day. During 
this affecting fcene, fome of the Egyptians went and ac¬ 
quainted the king and the whole court, that the minilter’s 
brethren were come to buy corn*. Jofeph, who only fent 
the Egyptians out of the room, that he might be without 
witneffes whilft he difcovered himfelf to them, went him¬ 
felf with the news of it to Pharaoh, fuppofed to have 
been Thufimaros king of Lower Egypt \ .who told him, Pharaoh's 
that fince his father had fuch a numerous family, and the orders ti 
famine was not half over, he might fend for them, and 
place them in what part of the country he thought fit; 
promiftng that they fhould never want provifions, nor any 
other favour he could (hew. He likewife ordered him to 
fend them a frefh fupply of grain, and fuch other neccf- 
faries as they might want for their journey, and chariots 
to bring their wives, children, and bed moveables ; tell¬ 
ing them, that they needed not regard the ordinary duff, 
fince the good of the land was before them. Jofeph Jofeph 
gladly obeyed the king’s orders, and, befides the chariots frpdsfor 
and provifions, fent to his father ten affes laden with the 
choiced commodities of Egypt j he likewife prefented his 
brethren with changes of garments, and didinguiihed 
Benjamin by the addition of a large fum of money ; then 
he aifmiffed them with a drift charge, that they ihould 
not fall out by the way. It is not to be doubted but their 
journey was performed with great alacrity. They found 

* Gen. xliv. per tot. * Sir Robert Mirlh, Sliuckford, k al, 

their 
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their father alive and well, whofe firfl care was to look 
out for his favourite fon, whom having joyfully received, 
he thought himfelf at the height of his happinefs. But 
when they acquainted him with Jofcph’s grandeur, and 
told him, that he tVas the very man, who had given them 
fuch mortal alarms, the good old man, unable to bear fo 
-much good news at once, fainted away in their arms, and 
being come to himfelf, doubted whether it was not a 
dream. At length, when they produced Jofeph’s pre- 
fents, and the Egyptian chariots, his doubts and fears 
vanilhed, and he cried out in an excefs of joy : “ It is 
enough for me, that my fon Jofeph lives ; I have now no¬ 
thing more to wifli, but to go down and fee him once more 
before I die c .” 

This eager defire of feting a fon whom he had fo long 
mourned for, in all his Egyptian glory, fpurred him up to 
haften his departure, and to overcome all the difficulties 
which the number of his children, cattle, and the other 
lumber of houffiold ftuff laid in his way (A). 

Jofeph was no fooner informed of his approach, than 
he got up into his chariot, and went to meet his father; 
and tlieir mutual joy upon this occafion was fuch, as may 
be better imagined than exprefled. After this tender 
greeting, Jofeph told them, that he would go immedi- 

ft 

« Gen. xlv. 16, & feq. 

(A) Nevertheless, as his protect him, and in due time 
gratitude to God tor all the bring his pofterity out of E- 
mercies he law himfelf blelfed gypt, to enter into the pollef- 
vvith, and hiB farther want of lion of the Promifed Land ; 
the divine protection to ac- adding, that as for Jacob, he 
company him fafe into Egypt, Ihould have the comfort to 
demanded fome frdh art of live near his fon Jofeph, and 
religion, he chofe to go to to die in his arms. Ifrael, thus 
Beerfheba, to offer fome l'acri- comforted, and encouraged, 
flees there; both beca ufe it was haftened to the metropolis of 
the place where Abraham and Egypt. When he was within 
Ilaac bad lived fo long, and fo fome finall diltance from it, he, 
happily; and becaufe it was fent Judah before to acquaint 
in his way to Egypt, being the Jofeph with his arrival, and to 
utilled boundary of Canaan, defire him to come come to 
towards the fouth. Here God him in the land of Goflien ; 
appearing to him again, bade where he had promifed they 
him not fear to go down, for fhould be fettled (i)> 
he would be with him, and 


(i) Vide Gch. xlri. i—I. 
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ately, and give notice of their arrival to Pharaoh, who Jcftph at- 
would, no doubt, have the curiofity to fend fur them, 
and enquire after their occupation} in which cafe he charg- 
ed them to tell him, that they, as well as their fore-fa¬ 
thers, were (hepherds from their youth. This was indeed 
an occupation which the Egyptians abominated ; but 
feph ufed this precaution, being afraid, left Pharaoh 
ihould detain them in his fervice, inftead of fending them 
into the land of Golhen, where he was defirous they 
(hould be placed (B). Accordingly, when five of his bre¬ 
thren were brought before the king, and alked what their 
profeflion was; they anfwered him, as Jofeph had di- 
refted, adding, that the famine which raged in Canaan, 
had forced them to come with all their cattle into Egypt, 
and begging that he would pewnit them to live in the 
land of Golhen j which requell Pharaoh readily granted. 

Jofeph likewife prefented his father, who wiftied the 
king abundance of happineft ; and, being alked how old 
he was, anfwered, a hundred and thirty. The king ex¬ 
prefling fome wonder to fee a man fo old and in good _ 

health, Jacob added, that his life had been fo full of trou- 
ble, that he came vaftly Ihort of the years of his ancef- flatJs hi. 
tors. After this interview, jofeph conduflcd him and fireP/'ia- 
his whole family to the land of Golhen, where he took ra °^’ 
care to fupply them with all the n^ceflaties of life during 
the whole time of the famine. Pharaoh likewife ordered 
Jofeph to take charge of his herds, which were put under 
their care accordingly. 

Whilft Jacob and his family were maintained in peace 
and plenty by the provident care of his fon, the Egyptians 
felt the difmal effefts of the famine, which increafing 
daily upon them, and Jofeph felling his com at a high 
rate, foon drained them of all their money. Then they Tie Egjp- 
were reduced to fell their cattle, houfes, land, and at i>o»i jttt 
length themfelves, for fubfiftence. Thus he bought all 
their lands and perfons for the king’s ufe, and from that jtlvujtr 

corn. 

tells us, that Pharaoh kept his 
own in that place, ft was fe- 
parate from Egypt, and there¬ 
fore fitted for Jacob and his fa¬ 
mily, which would be out of 
all danger of interfering with 
the Egyptians (z). 


* (B) Golhen was fituate be¬ 

tween the Red Sea and the 
Nile, upon the borders of 
Canaan, not far from On, or 
Hieropolis, where his chief 
habitation was. It wdl a fruit¬ 
ful fpot of ground, and fit for 
cattle; and therefore, Jofephui 


(s) Vide Jo&ph. Ant. lib. ii. cap, 7. 


Jan, Merc, Sc ah 

time. 



2ji the Hifloty of the Jans 

time, they became flaves to the crown, except their 
priefts, who had a fufficient quantity of provifions allotted 
them out of the royal ftores, without being at any ex- 
Yr. of FI. pence. One would be apt to think, that Jofeph’s zeal for 
AnteChr t ^ le * ntei,<: ft carried him beyond the bounds of com- 
"1704 " ® on prudence and humanity ; and that he did not confider, 

.. that whillt he took fuch an advantage over a ftarving peo¬ 
ple, he raifedthe king’s power to the degree of an abfolute 
tyranny, under which his family or their pofterity would 
one time or other feverely groan, as they actually did. 
Mnd are The text' as well as Jofephus tells us, that he tranfplanted 
iranfpbwt- (j, e people from one end of the kingdom to the other; and 
eJ/of’thT *bat tbe miferable multitude went fome one way, and 
iiagdom to fome another, fubmitting to any mifery rather than that 
the other, of ftarving r . However,*in the feventh and laft year of 
fcarcity, Jofeph told them, that they might expeft a crop 
againft the next feafon; that the Nile would overflow, 
and the earth produce again as ufual; that he would 
diftribute freflh lands, cattle, and corn to them, that they 
might return to their ufual tillage; upon this condition, 
The fifth neverthelefs, that the fifth part of all the produft of their 

£ ar, j°nf lands {hould from thenceforth go to the king, and the 
their land re ft be theirs. The poor people were glad to fubmit to 
ajfigmdto thefe conditions, which were much better than they.pro- 
the crown, bably expedted. They all fet about cultivating the 
ground that was allotted them ; and from that period it 
part into a law, that the fifth part of the produdt of the 
whole land of Egypt (hould belong to the crown ; which 
law continued in force feveral centuries, till a new regu¬ 
lation and divifion was made. As for the lands of the 
priefts, we have already obferved that they were un¬ 
alienable. 

Whilft he was enjoying the fruits of hitf great fucccfs 
and policy, his family at Goflien, whom he failed not to 
vifit frequently, wonderfully increafed, both in children 
and wealth. At length Jacob, by that time he had lived 
there feventeen years, finding himfelf grow old and 
feeble, and that his end could not be far off, fent for his. 
Jacob' 1 re- fon, and fpoke to him to this purpofe: “ Though the 
sM 11 defire of feeing a fon fodear to me as you are, raffed to the 

/w** height of Egyptian glory, joined to the raging famine 

with which our land was vifited, made me willing to 
come down into this ftrange country ; yet Canaan being 

a Gen. xlvii. as. Jof. Ant.lib, ii. cap. 7. f Heb. Chald. & 
Arab. Verf. 

the 
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the inheritance which God promifed to Abraham and his 
pofterity, and where he lies interred with my father Ifaac, 
andfome others of our family, in the ground which he 
purchafed of the inhabitants; my lail and dying rcqueft 
to you is, that you will not fuffer me to be buried here, but 
that you will fwear to me to fee me carried to Machpelah, 
and there depofited with my anceitors : your great power 
with the king of Egypt will eafily obtain you and me that 
favour, which is the laft I have to alk.” Jofeph did not Yr - of F 
make his father wait long for that fatisfa&ion; he pro- An ^chr 
mifed and fwore to him, that he would fulfil his defire} , 

and Jacob bowed himfelf upon the bed's head, in token , — 
of adoration and gratitude f . 

Not long after this tranfadlion, word being brought to Joftfh 
Jofeph, that his father was dyiag, he went with his two * rl "S' ^ 
fons Manafleh and Ephraim, whom he prefented to him, 
begging he would give them his blcffing before he died. J 
Jacob, at fight of them, found his llrength, as it were, 
renewed. He fat up in his bed, and, addrefiing himfelf 
to Jofeph, fpoke with fuch chearfulnefs, and in fuch 
ftrong and lively terms, as fhewed nothing lefs than the 
dotage or weaknefs of a dying old man. He began with 
recapitulating all the glorious promifes which God had 
formerly made to him, concerning his numerous pofte- 
rity’s inheriting the land of Canaan, and concldded with 
the death of his dear Rachel: “ For whofe fake,'' added 
he, “ I will now give you a farther proof of my affedtion : 
you have two fons born in this ftrange land, which, ac¬ 
cording to the ufual order of inheritance, Ihould have 
only the portion of grand-children in the divifion of the 
Promifed Land ; but, I will do more for them, and they 
(hall from this day be called by my name, be efteemed 
my fons, and, as heads of two diftindh tribes, receive a Efiralm 
double lot: thus, inftead of the tribe of Jofeph, they a ’"( Ma- 
fhall be called the two tribes of Manafieh and Ephraim. 

But if you have any more fons after them, they fhall only in /y. 
have the portion of grand-children.” He then defired his rati. 
two grand-fona to be brought to him, and Jofeph placed the 
eldcft at Jacob’s right-hand, and the youngeft at his left: 
but Jacob, croffing his arms, laid his right upon the 
younger, and his left upon the elder •, which pofition, Jenjjkr 
Jofeph aferibing to a miftake, was going to reftify it; but " ^ 

his father told him, that he afted by divine diredlion j y ort ,^ 

Mr. 


f (?tn. xlvii. per tot. 
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and, in bleffing the lads, he not only preferred Ephraim 
to Manaffeh, but gave him much the larger and nobler 
blffling *. 

Ifrael now finding himfelf enfeebled; and his death 
approaching, refolved to confecratc his few remaining 
hours in foretelling to his Ions, whom he had gathered 
about him, what Ihould happen to them in the latter 
day 3 ; and prophefied to this effect : 

“ Reuben, thou art my firft-bom, and was once the 
firft-fruits of my might, and my ftrength ; and, as fuch, 
waft entitled to the right of primogeniture, the beft por¬ 
tion in thy inheritance, to the dignity of the -priefthood, 
and the lupreme authority over thy brethren : but all 
thefe prerogatives, like the unftable waters that pafs and 
return no more, are gone from thee ; becaufe thou, lit¬ 
tle regarding the facred chara&er of thy father’s bed, 
didft defile it, and alienate it from me 1 . For which 
crime, though thou continue ftill to be a tribe in Ifrael, 
yet thou (halt ever be far inferior to the reft of thy_ bre¬ 
thren, in number, wealth, and ftrength. 

“ Simeon, or Levi might have fucceeded to the right 
of primogeniture, which their brother’s inceft has juftly 
deprived him of, had they not proved fuch inftruments of 
treacherous cruelty. May my foul be for ever preferved 
from fuch bloody counfels, and my honour unftained from 
their horrid guilt! for the fiercenefs of their anger hurried 
them to commit murder; and the impetuofity of their 
fury made them break through all obftacle 3 that oppofed 
them. Curfed be their fury, for it was violent; and 
their malice, for it was inhuman ! This cruel difpofition 
of theirs forces me to divide their tribes, that they may 
never be rejoined in Ifrael Then calling his eyes on 
Judah, he thus proceeded : 

“ Judah, thy name fignifies praife ; and accordingly, 
thou fhalt have the praife of all thy brethren. They (hall 
fall proftrate before thee, as before their king and fove- 
reign, and thine enemies (hall be forced to fubmit their 
necks to thy yoke. Like a young lion fhall my fon fall * 
upon his prey, and like an old lion, or a fierce lionel's, 
ready to rulh upon it i who (hall dare to roufe him up ? 
The feeptre lhall not depart from Judah, nor the law¬ 
giver from between bis feet, until Shiloh be come, and 

» Gen. xtviii. per tot. k Gen. nxv. as. Vide Munft. 

In toe, 1 Gen. alia, j, 6, f. 

the 
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the people be gathered unto him (C): his portion (hall 
abound with fucli fertile vineyards, fruitful trees, and 
pafture-grounds, that he fhall tie his afs to the vine and 
palm-tree, and wadi his garments in the juice of the 
grape, and his teeth with the milk of his kine k (D). 

“ Zebuluu’s dwellings fhall fpread themfelves along 
the borders of the fea ; and he fhall ftretch the number of 
his commodious havens as far as the city of Zidon *. 

“ Iffachar, like a ftrong but indolent afs, fhall choofe 
to carty burdens in the rnidft of his brethren, rather than 
be deptived of his beloved cafe, in the pleafant land of 
his inheritance, and prefer fervitude and tribute before 
the fatigues of war and conqueft m .” 

k Gen. xlix. I, & ftq. > Gen. xlix, 13. °> Gcd. xlix. 14. 


(C) The difputes about the 
meaning of this prophecy are 
endlefs, and, in all probability, 
its obfeuvities will never be 
cleared up to the fatisfaftion of 
the different enquirers. The 
Jews difagree among themfelves 
about the nullification of the 
word mechokek, which is 
tr inflated lawgiver. As to 
the word Shiloh, though it be 
generally fuppofed to mean 
the Melliah ; yet as to its ori¬ 
ginal fignification, there is no 
ltnall controverfy. St. Jerom 
reads it lhaloach, from Iha- 
lach, to fend-, others derive it 
lrom (halah, to be peaceable ; 
and underftand by Ihiloh, a 
peace-maker. One critic takes 
the word Ihiloh to Cgnify the 
end, and the fenfeof the words 
to be, “ that from the time 
thefeeptre comes into the tribe 
of Judah, it will continue in it, 
till that tribe be at an end 
hut his opinion has been con¬ 
futed by Monf. Saurin, in an 


elaborate difeourfe on that fob- 
jeft. Another modern author 
tells us, that it ought to be de¬ 
rived from fhulah, to fatigue , 
be tired, fujfcr , bnd alludes to 
the fufferings of the Melliah : 
but, without fatiguing our 
readers any farther, the mofl 
probably fenfe of the word, if 
the change of a letter be al¬ 
lowed, will be that of the Sep- 
tuagint, Onkelos, and others, 
who read it, fhelo, that is, to 
whom it belongs. The fenfe 
of it, therefore, mull be, “ that 
the feeptre fhall not depart 
from Judab, until the right 
owner, Aielo, or he to whom 
it belongs, makes his appear¬ 
ance in the world (1).” 

(D) The country afligned to 
the tribe of Judah, verified the 
prediflion exadtly, being a fer¬ 
tile fpot, abounding in. vine¬ 
yards and fruit-trees, and af¬ 
fording excellent pail u re for 
cattle. 


(1) Hieron. Quell. Hrbr. Mercer, be al. Le Clerc in 
Comm. Pentat. in Joe. Gouffet. Onom. Ling. Hebr. Calm, fub 
vese Shilo. 
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From the fix font of Leah, Jacob paired to thofe of 
Bilhab, Rachel’s maid. He began with intimating, that 
the fons of the handmaids fhould have the fame privilege* 
with thofe of the miftrdTes,and be heads and judges of their 
own tribes. Then alluding to the name of Dan, a judge, 
he declared, “ that he fhould judge his people,” that is, his 
own tribe, like the reft of the twelve } and “ that like a 
ferpdnt hid in the highway, or a viper in the fand, which 
doth not openly aflault its enemy, but bites him by the 
heel, fo Dan fhould overcome more by policy and ftrata- 
gem, than by valour and open force.” “ Gad,” conti¬ 
nued he, “ fliali be often infefted by bands of robbers, 
and plunderers; but he fhall conquer them at laft".” 

“ Aflier’s portion fhjtll make him happy; it fhall abound 
with excellent corn and oil; the bread and dainty meats 
that fhall be made of them, fhall be fit fora king’s table".” 

“ Naphtali is like a large tree, well fpread, or having 
grafts, which fhoot out pleafant branches or, according 
to our Englifh verfion, “ Naphtali, like a hind newly ef- 
caped, or let loofe, fhall excel his brethren in fwiftnefs, 
and be remarkable for the fweetnefs of his eloquence p .” 

Thefe four laft were the fons of the two handmaids, 
from whom he paffed with a feeming joy to thofe of his 
beloved Rachel ; and Jofeph, whofe turn came next, 
heard his blelfing pronounced in the molt pompous and 
endearing terms. 

“ Jofeph,” faid the good old father, 11 fhall increafe 
daily more and more, as his name doth emphatically im¬ 
ply. His beauty attracted the eyes of the fair-fex; the 
damfels ran upon the walls to fee him (P).” Or, accord¬ 
ing to our verfion, he fhall multiply like a fruitful bough 
planted by a well-fide, whofe branches run up and fpread 
againft the wall. Men armed with the poifoned darts of 
rancobr and envv, hate caufed him a world of woe ; his 
ruin would have Been unavoidable, had not the Almighty, 

11 Gen. xlix* 19- 0 Ibid. vei> xo. p Ibid, ver- it* 

» 

(P) Tlie original has ben' rather choofe to derive the 
porath, which if derived from word from poor, to mate, or bt 
the root para, betas fruSiJud, beautiful ; and then the literal 
as fome do, the fenfe will be, fenfe will be, Jofeph is a fin of 
Jofipb is a fruitful fen ; and beauty ; the daughters ran vf» 
then the word banoth, daugh- the walls to fee him. And this 
ten, mull be underflood figu- reading has by far the mod 
rativelv of the branches that followers, 
run along the wall; but we 

in 
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in whom he trufted, proved his ftrong ftiield and defence, 
broken his bonds from off his arms (QJ, and brought 
him out of prifon, to be a father and prote&or to the 
houfe of Ifrael} for this the Lord, even the God of thy 
father, lhall blefs thee with the dew of heaven, and with 
the fatnefs of the earth, with the fruit of the womb, a 
numerous pofterity, and the fruit of the bread, and plenty 
of all forts of cattle. May all the bleffings promifed to 
me, and to my forefathers, be doubled upon Jofeph’s 
head, even upon his crowned head (R); may they out- 
top and out-ftretch the everlafting mountains, and prove 
to him more fruitful and lading than they jl” 

Benjamin, the lad of all Jacob’s fons, who had been 
fo great a favourite of the father, probably expefled a 
fuitable blefling from him; but whether it were that Ja¬ 
cob faw no extraordinary merit or happinefs attending his 
tribe or that its being afterwards blended with that of 

* Gen. xliic. ver. n, Sc feq. 

(Q_) Our Englifh verfion feparated from his brethren 
and fome others render this when he was fold into Egypt; 
verfe thus: “ but his bow yet it is not probable, that Ja- 
abode in ftrength, and the cob would have couched fo bar- 
arms of his hands were made barous and unnatural au aflion 
ilrong; 1 ’ but this interpreta- In fuch foft terms, when the 
tion is fomething forced. The original abounds with terms 
literal fenfe runs thus ; “but that are more exprcffive; be- 
he continued in the ftrength fides, nazar doth rather figni- 
of his bow; and the bands of fy a feparating upon a religioui 
his arms (not weapons, but account; it is therefore more 
the arms of his body), japhufu, probable, that he ufed the 
were not Jirengtbenod, as it is word nazir, which fignifies 
there rendered, but, accord- trovined , in allufion to the fu- 
ing to the literal Hebrew, tro- perintendents of the king’s 
hen, featured; applicable to houlhold, in all the eaftern 
his fetters, in which fenfe the empires, who were called na- 
Scptuagint, Vulgate, Chal- zira, and probably wore fome 
dee, See. have taken it. kind of diadem about their 

, (R) We have here likewife beads, by way of diftin£bon 
ventured to depart from the and grandeur. This fenfe will 
Englifh verfion, nazir achauf, be more agreeable likewife to 
him that voas fefaratt from his the Iblema and pompous 
hr others ; for though the verb flyle, which the patriarch ufea 
bazar fignifies to f bar ate, throughout all jfofeph’s bleff- 
whence the word Nazarite ing(i). 

*ome$; and Jofeph was really 

(1) Yid. Cabnet AsA. Old Teft. in loc. ft Anft, ah to eitai. 

T 3 Judahs 
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Judah, Would make it fhare in all its bleffings, he con¬ 
tented himfelfwith defcribingbim by his fierce and warlike 
difpofition, who, wolf-like, Xhould fhed the blood of his 
enemies, and in the evening divide their fpoil. 

Ifrael having thus pronounced his prophetical bleffing to 
every tribe, reminded them, efpecially Jofeph, that they 
(hould bury him in the cave of Machpelah ; and they hav¬ 
ing renewed their promife-to him, he laid himfelf again 
in his bed. where he foon after expired, being one hun¬ 
dred and forty-feven years of age, feventeen of which he 
had fpent in Egypt, in the land of Gofhen. 

Yr. oF FI, Here Jofeph, who had hitherto fuppreffed his grief, 
6 59 - began to give it full vent; be fell upon bis dead father; 

A-Ch, bathed his face with tears, and exprefi'ed all the filial for- 
row that fuch a lofs could infpire; at length, remember¬ 
ing His dying charge, he ordered his body to be embalm¬ 
ed, and made all other preparations for his funeral. The 
Egyptians, on their part, mourned for him as long as the 
procefs of his embalming lafted, namely, feventy days; 
the ceremony of which was performed in the manner we 
haCe defcribed in a former chapter. 

His mourning’ rendering him unfit to appear at court, 
he begged fome of Pharaoh’s officers to acquaint his fo- 
vereign with his father’s death, and with his lad com¬ 
mands ; who made no difficulty to grant his favourite’s 
juft requeft, and ordered moreover the chief officers of 
his houlhold, and the grandees of the kingdom, to ac¬ 
company the funeral pomp. All Jacob’s family likewife 
attended it, none ftaymg behind but their wives and little 
ones. The cavalcade confided of a great number of cha¬ 
riots, and a vaft multitude of men on horfeback. As 
foon as they had eroded the river Jordan, and were en¬ 
tered into the laud of Cana,an, they made a halt of feven 
days at the thrdhing-floor of Atad, -and there performed 
a funeral ceremony, which induced the Canaanites to call 
the place Abel-Mizraim, or the mourning of the Egyptians. 
Thence they continued their march, tiu they arrived at 
Machpelah, where Ifrael’sfon* deposited him in the cave, 
and then returned to Egypt with the reft of the company. 
It was at this period that Jofeph’s brethren, ftill dread¬ 
ing his refentment, fent a humble meflage to acquaint 
him, that'it was their father’s earneft requeft, that h e 
would forget all paft injuries, and ftill grant them his 
protection. Jofeph could not refrain from tears, whilft 
the meflenger (poke. He fent immediately for his 
brethren) and received them with the fame afFe&ion as 
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he had fliewn them when Jacob was alive. He excufcd 
and comforted them, and gave them fuch freih aflurances 
of his future love and protection, that they went joyfully 
home tq their families, though probably very much 
amazed at the greatnefs of his foul, a virtue to which they 
themfelves feem to have been utter ftrangers. 

Jofeph, who outlived his father about fixty years, find Yr. of FI, 
ing his death approaching, fentfor his brethren, and told jij. 
them with the fame prophetic fpirit that had illuminated AnieChr. 
Jacob, that God would, according to his promife, bring 
their pofterity out of Egypt into the land of Canaan ; he 
charged them therefore not to bury him in Golhen, but 
to lay his body in a coffin, to depofit it in fome fecure 
place, and to carry it away with them, and inter it in the 
ipot of ground which Jacob had given him by his laft 
will. He gave,up the ghoft foon after r , and his brethren 
took care to fulfil his laft requeft, having firft caufed his 
body to be embalmed, after the manner of the Egyptians. 

The fequel of the ftory (hews how punftually their pofte¬ 
rity performed the latter part of his will, taking his body 
with them, and burying it in the place which he had ap¬ 
pointed (S). He was one hundred and ten years old 
when he died, having continued eighty years at that pin¬ 
nacle of-grandeur, to which he had been raifcd by Pha¬ 
raoh, or rather by his own great wifdom and merit. 

> Gen.xlix. ad fin. 


(S) The Talmudirts and o- 
ther rabbies have added a great 
number of fabulous and abfurd 
ftories to this great patriarch’s 
life, which we fhall not trouble 
our readers with; but only 
add, upon the teffimony of St. 
Jerom, that the Ifraelites raif¬ 
cd a moft noble monument to 
Jofeph’s memory, which was 
Hill to be feen in his days. It 
•flood in Sechetn, in the field 
which Jacob Bought of Hamor, 
and afterwards gave to him; 
in which Jofeph was a&ually 
buried. Mabommcd, in his 
Koran, farat xii. gives us a 


long hiftory of Jofeph, Huffed 
with many fabulous circum- 
ftances, which the eaftcrn peo¬ 
ple have Hill more enlarged 
upon. The Mahommedans 
pretend to have feveral books 
of his amours with Zeleiknh, 
Pharaoh’s daughter, his mafter 
Potiphar’s wife, which ihey 
make ufe of to kindle the love 
of God in their hearts, it be¬ 
ing among them, what the 
Canticles are with the Jews 
and Chriftians, that is, an al¬ 
legory of the love of God and 
a pious foul (a). 


(a) Vide Hieron Qu. Hebr. in Genef. Jofh. xxiv. ja. Vide 
Marac. Notes on the Alcoran. Herbel. Dittion. iq the word Jo«- 
fauph. 
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In what manner the Ifraelites, after the death of their 
great patron, and prote&or, became by degrees as dread¬ 
ful and odious to the Egyptians, as they increafed in.num¬ 
ber and power, till they were at length brought under 
a moft cruel flavery, will be feen in the next fe&ion. 


SECT. VI. 


the Hiftoty of the Jews, from the Beginning of their 
Egyptian Bondage, to their Entrance into the Land 
of Canaan. 


itti tn 

£ut‘- 


The gnat 'TP H E Ifraelites in Egypt increafed fo prodigioufly both 
increafe b/ -l J n number and ftrength, as to excite the jealoufy of 
ttu Ifratl. t jj e nat ; ve5> ] on g before they departed from that country. 

Indeed if we conlider, that the feventy fouls, which came 
down with Jacob, were multiplied, as Mofes tells us, to 
fix hundred thoufand men, from twenty years and up¬ 
wards, all able to bear arms b ; befides thofe under twenty 
years of age, old men from Cxty to a hundred, and up¬ 
wards, for they lived even much longer; and women, 
which may be reafonably fuppofed to have been at leaft 
as numerous as the men : I lay, if we conGder this won-* 
derful increafe (which, in a proportionate and moderate 
computation, .allowing them to have brought feventy 
wives with them, the utmoft that can be fuppofed, will 
be as 140 to 280,000, that is, as 20,000 to 1), we (hall 
not wonder at Egypt’s fearing, left they fhould in a fhort 
time cover the whole face of the kingdom (T). How. 


' Numb. i. 46. 


(T) St. Auftin thinks, that 
this prodigious increafe of the 
Ifraelites was altogether mira¬ 
culous ; in which particular 
many of the Jews agreerwith 
him. A ben Ezra tells us, that 
they brought forth three or 
four at every birth; and affirms, 
that LwomsD may bring forth 
as far as feven children at once. 
Trogus fays, that in Egypt 
the women were fomctimes de¬ 
livered of feaen children at 
once. According tn Simler’a 


computation, feventy perfons, 
if they beget a child every 
year, will in thirty years, have 
above two thoufand children, 
of which admit that one third 
part only comes to procreate, 
m thirty years more they will 
amount tn nine thoufand,- the 
third pan of it will, in thirty 
years more, be multiplied to 
forty-five thqufand; according 
to which moderate calculation, 
in two hundred and ten years, 
Ac whole amount will be, « 
le*&, 
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tret, it is not eafy to fix the time when their bondage be¬ 
gan, nor how long they had groined, under it, when 
Mofes was bom ; lure it is, that even before that time, 
they began to be more and more cruelly oppreffed by the 
Egyptians, who had many caufes of hatred again!! this 
people (U).. But the main, and indeed fufficient motive, They art 
mentioned in the text, was their being grown To nu- hated by 
merous, that in cafe of a war, they might join the enemy, lll! E syp- 
and help to drive the Egyptians out of the land c . This FL 

laft confideration made fuch an impreflion upon them, 775 , 
that they refolved to weaken therp by degrees, by hard Ante Chr. 
labours, taxes (X), and all kind of oppreflion. 

This - 


* Eaod, i, 9, to. 

<* 

lead, two millions feven hun- and day; that they were forced 
dred and fucty thoufand. If, to be workers and fervert; that 
therefore, there was any thing they were employed in brick- 
miraculous or extraordinary, making, digging, and build- 
it was that they (hould be able ing; that if any of them drop- 
to multiply at that rate, not- ped dead under their burdens, 
withftanding their hard la- they were not fuffered to bury 
boim, and cruel bondage (3). them. Jofephua fays, inore- 
(U) Such as their contempt over, that they were compelled 
of all nations but their own ; to dig trenches and ditches; 
their hatred of the Ifraelites, to drain rivers into channels; to 
both as fhepherds, and as He- wall'towns, calling up dykes 
brews, who killed and lived and banka to keep off inunda- 
upon thofe beafta that were rices; nay, to eredl fantaftical 
worlhipped in Egypt i the great pyramids; that they were o- 
difference of religion, envy to bliged to learn feveral labo- 
fee them fo fuccefsful, and rious trades, and confined to 
emulation. perpetual labour. Another au- 

(X) It is to be obferved, thor obferves, that in order to 
that the original words-fare render them more odious to the 
maffim, which we tranllate Egyptians, they were con- 
tajh-majters, properly fignify ftrained to go differently ap- 
tax-gatbereri ; the burdens are parelled. But, without troub- 
mentioned afterwards under ling ourfelves farther than with 
another name; fo that they what Mofes tells us, we lhall 
laid heavy tributes upon them find their work hard enough, 
to impoverilh, and heavy bur- They were forced to work in 
dens to weaken them. Philo clay and brick, and compelled 
tells u$, that they were made at length ta go and feek for 
to cany burdens above their ftubbleinltead of ftraw, without 
firength, and to work night the leal! diminution of their 


{}) Vide Aug. de Cirit. lib, xvtii-cep. 7. A ben Ear. ap. Munft. 
in loc. Pelican, it al. 

talks, 
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brew mid- 
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y they ore 
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fur their 
■ difobedi- 
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warded by 
Cud ter 
their f itly. 
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This perfecution began under the reign of a new hing r , 
who knew not Jofeph (D), or had forgot the greatJer- 
vtces, which that minifter had done both the crown and 
nation pf Egypt. When he found by the experience of 
ten years, at lead, that neither the hardfhips he laid upon 
theto, nor all the cruelties which his officers and people 
ufed tc»vards them, could prevent their multiplying a? 
fall as ever 6 , he feht for the two chief Hebrew midwives, 
Shephrah and Puah (E), and driftly charged them that, 
when they performed their office to the Hebrew women, 
they (hould defttoy all the males, and let the females 
take their chance. But thefe women, who feared God, 
and abhorred fuch a cruel office, ticglefted the king’s 
commands, and faved all the children that were born, 
males, as well as females* Pharaoh, extremely provoked 
at their difobedience, commanded them to be brought be¬ 
fore him, and, in a threatening tone, afked how they 
dared to difobey his orders ? The women had not their 
anfwer to feck. They readily told him, that the Hebrew 
women did not, like the Egyptian females, want a mid¬ 
wife to deliver them, being Judy and ftrong, bringing 
forth, like the beads of the foreds, without any affidance; 
fo that the children were horn before they (the midwives) 
could reach their places of abode. Mofes tells us, that the 
piety and mercy of thefe good women did not pafs unre¬ 
warded, for God bleffed them with a numerous poderity, 
a reward bed fuited to the temper of that carnal people. 
Pharaoh, finding that thefe private directions proved in¬ 
effectual, refolved to aft more openly againd the Ifraelites, 
*nd to make the parents become the executioners of their 

f Exod.i. S. ( Exod. i. paiT. 


talks, of which if they chanced 
to fall ihort, their overfeers 
were feverely beaten. 

(D) Who this king was, 
the learned have not been able 
certainly to difeover; all their 
labours on this fubjeCt amount 
to no more than conjectures, 
every one of which contradicts 
another; and all of them are 
clogged with fuch difficulties 
end objections,**! we cannot 
pretend to furmount. The 


reader, may confult on this 
headEufeb. Hieron. Chronic. 
Uflier, fubA.M. 2427. Shuck- 
ford, CouneCt. vol. ii. p. z©6. 
Jof. Ant. lib. ii. cap. 9. Ge- 
nebrard. Chronvgr. p. 11. fub 

A. M. z66o. 

(E) Though Mofes men¬ 
tions but two midwives, yet 
we muft not fuppofe that they 
could fuffiee for fuch a vau 
number of women. 


• WB 
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onm children. To this end he iffued out an order, under The lfreeU 
the fevereft penalties, that every Hebrew male child that itrsnm- 
was born, fliouJd be call into the Nile, and that none '* 

but the females Ihould be fuffered to live j by which de- t /, eir chll _ 
ciee the people faw themfelves obliged either to drown drtn. 
their own children, or to fee them drowned by the Egyp¬ 
tians, as foon as they were difcovered, and themfelves 
feverely punilhed for not obeying the king’s edidt. Such 
a cruel command could not but produce the greateft con- 
fternation among the afflicted lfraelites, too prone natur¬ 
ally to defpond and diftruft God’s promifes. But the Divine 
Providence, whole defigns could not befruftrated, either 
by the private artifices, or open violence of the king of 
Egypt, made this tyrant the inftrument of bringing up 
that very child whom he defined to be the deliverer of 
his people h . 

Amram, the fon of Kohath, and grand-fon of Levi, 
had married Jochebed, the daughter of Levi, his own 
aunt (F), by whom he had two children before the king’s 
edlft, viz. Miriam and Aaron 1 j but Mofes, not being Yr. of FI, 
born till fome time after the promulgation of it, and he 777 - 
proving a lovely and beautiful child, the parents felt a An ' e _* 
more than ordinary reluftancy to obey the cruel ordinance, , 

fo that they ventured to keep him privately during the M«/esis 
fpace of three months, till, at laft, fearing the extreme bom, 
danger of a difeovery, which would have proved fatal W / M " 
both to the child and themfelves, thev were forced, 
though with the utmoft regret, to expole him like the 
reft. Accordingly, they inclofed him in a fmall ark of 
buirulhes, or rather of the flags of the tree of which the 
Egyptians made their paper k , and committing him to the andt.\-pof- 
mercy of the waves, left Miriam, his filler, who was then ld,!> ,h ‘ 

11 Gregor, lib. viii. Moral. JExod. vi. -o. * Jof. f al> ’ 

Antiq, lib. ii. cap. 9. 


(F) We have ventured tp 
call Jochebed Amram’s aunt, 
though the SSptuaginr, Vul¬ 
gate, and, after them, many 
learned expofitort, both papilla 
and proteuants, have thought 
that the was no more than his 
uncle Kohath’s daughter, and 
confequently his coufin-ger- 
man, becaufe the marriage of 
an aunt was afterwards for¬ 


bidden in the Levitical law. 
For though the word dud, in 
the original, fometimes figni- 
fies an uncle's fan, and donah, 
an uncle’s daughter , or coujin- 
german ; yet, feeing Mofes 
tells us, that ihe was bom un¬ 
to Levi, and accordingly calls 
her Amram’s aunt in another 
place, we thought we might 
fifthly give her thas name. 


about 
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about nine or ten years of age, at a convenient diftance, to 
watch, and fee what would become of the infant. The 
reeds and flags, with which that river abounds, foon flop¬ 
ped the cradle from being carried by the current: and here 
it was that God fent him a happy deliverer from all fu¬ 
ture dangers, on account of the king’s edift. This was 
Pharaoh’s daughter, who being come to the river, with a 
defign to bathe, fpied the ark as the was walking along 
the ihore. Her curiolity induced.her to fend fome of her 
m 4 taktn retinue to fetch it; and it was not long before her fur- 
prize, at the fight of fo beautiful a child, was fucceeded 
by an irrefiflible love and compaffion. She immediately 
concluded that it was the child of fome of thofe unfortu¬ 
nate Hebrews who groaned under her father’s heavy 
thraldom ; her pity told her that fo lovely a boy deferred 
a better fate, and that it was her duty, fince chance had 
thus thrown him in her way; at any rate to fave him from 
the common ruin. 

mSbreu^ht Providence, which conduced the wholefeene, infpired 
rf,Q ~ her with the defign to have him educated as her own fon, 
Auukttr. an d> at £ be fame time, impelled young Miriam to ap¬ 
proach the princefs, and offer herfelf to fetch a Hebrew 
nurfe to fuckle the foundling. She had no fooner ob¬ 
tained this permiffion, than fhe flew, with all imaginable 
joy, to call the mournful Jochebed, who came and re¬ 
ceived the dear infant from the hands of the princefs, and 
with him an exprefs order to take the fame care of him as 
if he were her own. As fhe did not know the child’s 
real name, fhe gave him that of Mofes, feeing fhe had 
drawn him out of the water (G); and having promised 
the nurfe an ample reward fo i her care of him, the joyful 

(G) Mofes if here thought likely thir the word mofeh is 
to have hebraized his name, derived from the Hebrew maf- 
in order to exprefs the fenfe of fah, which fignifies to draw 
the Egyptian appellation,which out, and is taken in that fenfe 
had been given him by Fha- by the Pfalraift, Pf. xviii. 17. 
rash's daughter. The word * He fhall draw me out of 
mo, ormou, in the Egyptian many waters;” which verb 
tongue, according to Jnlephus, might probably be common to 
fignifies water, and yfea, or the Hebrew and Egyptian 
ilea, fignifies freftrved; and tongues, both in found and 
fo Mo-yfes, on t frfervtd out figmfication (a), 
of the water; but tt is more 

(a) Sitnler. Ofiander in loc. Villet in Exod. cap.ii- quzft. it- 

tnothcr 
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mother went home, to impart to her hufband the news of 
this happy accident k . 

This iignal care of Providence failed not to make them 
look upon Mofes as a child defigned for fome glorious 
purpofe; and to give him an education fuitable to the 
idea they had conceived of his importance. They brought 
him, in due time, to Pharaoh’s daughter, who adopted 
him for her fon, and gave orders that he fhould be in- 
ftrufted in all the kinds of learning for which that country Hindu*! 
was renowned'. However, his parents had fo well in- <»«*• 
ftructed him in their religion, and informed him of his 
real birth, that he made no other ufe of the education 
which the princefs gave him, than to confirm himfelf 
more and more aglimt the fuperftitions and idolatry of 
the Egyptians, and to make himfelf fit to anfwer thofe 
great ends for which he feemed to be defigned by Provi¬ 
dence. It was this confideration that induced him to 
prefer the reproachful and defpjfed name of Ifraelite to all 
the pomp and glory of Pharaoh’s court m . It was this 
love to his own nation, which made him vifit and com- 
miferate their diftrefs, and, where it was in his power, 
relieve them from their opprdfion, though at the hazard 
of his own life : having obferved, one day, an Egyptian 
ufing a Hebrew with fome uncommon barbarity, he was 
fo exafperated at this outrage, t()at, feeing no body near, 
he fell upon the opprefior, killed him, and buried his Kills an 
carcafe in the fand. If what Jofephus tells us be true ", 
that he had, before this time, commanded Pharaoh’s 
troops, and made feveral fuccefsful campaigns againft the 
Ethiopians, who had ravaged and plundered fome pro¬ 
vinces of Egypt, we need not wonder at his martial fpirit 
Ihewing itfelf uponfuch an occafion ; but we are not fure 
that what this hiftorian fays is really fadt, feeing Philo, 
who had purpofefy written Mofes’s life, and had better 
opportunities of being informed of all the particulars of it, 
is altogether filent on this fubjedt; and Mofes himfelf 
is fo far from mentioning any fuch warlike prowefs, 
that he rather deferibes himfelf as a man of the utmoft 
meeknefs and patience: we muft therefore fuppofe 
that the injury done to the Hebrew was of fuch a 
nature, that it either deferved death, or could not be pre¬ 
vented but by killing the Egyptian. However that be, 

Mofes was not fo fare as he imagined; for, endeavouring 


k Exod. ii. per tot. 
* Ant, lib, ii. cap. 10, 
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foon after to compefe a difference between two Hebrews* 
whofe cruel flavery could not hinder them from injuring 
one another, the more guilty of the two alfced him, 
whether he defigned to kill him as he had (lain the Egyp¬ 
tian ? Finding, therefore, that the faff was known, and 
fearing the effefts of Pharaoh’s refentment, he fled into 
the land of Midian, not daring to rely too much upon the 
proteftion of his adoptive mother. It is fuppofed, how¬ 
ever, that he had made ufe of that princefs’s intereft, long 
before, to get that bloody edi£fc againft the Hebrew male 
children recalled, fince the fequel of the hiftory (hews, 
that it had not been put in force for feme time. The 
news of the (lain Egyptian was brought to the king, and 
in all likelihood aggravated, with the blacked: circum- 
ftances, by the jealous couftiers ; fo that, had not Mofes 
made all poflible hafteto pafs thofe great deferts, that lay 
between Egypt and Midian (H), and fafely reached hof- 
pitable Jethro’s habitation, he would infallibly have been 
put to death. At his arrival in that country he met with 
filch another adventure as Jacob’s in Padan-Haran °, by 
the well whither the damfels ufed to come to water their 
flocks; an account of which, and of his forty years abode 
there, has been given in the hiftory of the Midianites. 

How he fpent his time in his long retirement, fave that 
he kept Jethro’s flocks, is what he has not thought fit to 
acquaint us with. Thofe who fuppofe that he wrote the 
book of Job during this interval, have certainly this 
ftrong argument on their fide, that it appears to have been 
written before the deliverance of the Ifraelites out of 
Egypt, otherwife it wereabfurd to imagine that either Job 
or his friends,- confidering what country or kindred they 
were of, could be either fo ignorant of the wonders which 
God had wrought in favour of that oppreffed people, or 
fo forgetful of them, as not to have urged them^ in the 

• ®Gert. xaix. 9. 

(H) We muff take care to tells us, the ruins of it were 
diftinguilh this land of Midian, ftill to be feen in his days: 
of which an account has been whereas, this which Mofes 
already given, from another of went to, was in Arabia Petraa, 
that name, whofe chief city was whofe metropolis was called 
alfo called Midian, and might Petra, not far from Mount 
be a colony of the other, fitu- Horeb, where he kept Jethro’s 
ate by Amon and Areopolis, flocks(3}• 
according to St- Jcrom, who 

(3) Vide Huron, lou.HtbiuC, Exod. iii. 1. 

Jtrongelf 
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ftrongeft terras, during their long and intricate contra- 
re! fy about the various difpenfations of Providence. 

And, indeed, Were not Job fo often mentioned by Eze¬ 
kiel p, with Noah and Daniel, much might be faid 
for thofe who look upon this hiftory as a parable, or 
rather a dramatic piece, written on purpofe to comfort 
the affii£ted Ifraelites under their heavy bondage. 

As the reader may have a defire to know all the proba¬ 
ble particulars that can be coll*£fed on this fubjefl, we 
(hall fubjoin them in few words. 

The molt ancient monument we have concerning the A djgrtfkm 
genealogy of Job, and "which has been received and allow- conn rang 
ed by Arifteas, Philo, Polyhiftor s, and feveral ancient 
fathers of the Greek and Latin church', is an addition to 
that hiftory, at the end of the GAek, Arabic, and Vulgate 
verfions, affirmed tohave been taken from the ancient Syriac 
tranflation to this purpofe; that Job dwelt upon the con¬ 
fines of Idumaea and Arabia; that his firil name was Jobab, 
and that he married an Arabian, by whom he had a fon 
named Ennon. As for Job, he was the fon of Zarah, 
and the fifth in defeent from Abraham, by Efau, and 
reigned in Idumaea. The order of the kings that reigned 
before and after him is as follows: Balak, the fon of 
Beor, reigned in the city of Denabah ; after him reigned 
Job, called alfo Jobab, who was, fucceeded by Afoni 
prince of Teman; his fucceffor Adad, the fon of Barad, 
was he who overthrew the Midianites in the plains of 
Moab; the name of his city was Jethem. Job’s friends, 
who came to vifit him, were Elipbaz, king of Teman, of 
Efau’s pofterity ; Bildad, king of the Zucheans, and Zo- 
phaz, king of the Mineans. Thus far the additions which 
have been preferred by Theodotion, in his verfion of-the 
book of Job If this genealogy be admitted, and that 
Job is the fame with Jobab, mentioned in Genefis 1 and 
Chronicles ", it will follow, that he and Mofes were con¬ 
temporary, being both but three generations removed 
from Ifaac, thus: 

' Ifaac, 


Jacob, Efau, 

Levi, Reuel, 

Amram, Zerah, 

Mofes, Jobab, or Job. 

"Eztk. xiv. p»ff. 1 Eufeb. Prep.fib. ix. cap. »j. 'Vide 
rred. Spanbeim in Vit. Job. cap. iv. Mercer, Pineda, Dieg. de 
“tunica, ft al. Com. in Job. »Vide Calm. Piffert. in Job. 

’ Cat. wivi. 3*. * i Cfaron, i. ji, j*. 
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It will litem fe be plain, that he reigned in the city of 
Dcnaba, or Dinhabah, for fo the author of the hr ft book . 
of Chronicles affirms '. Thofe who embrace the no¬ 
tion that Job is the Jobab mentioned in thofe two places 
of Scripture above quoted, and confequently that he was 
contemporary with Mofes, have, with much ftraining, 
extruded two paflages in his hiftory, which they pretend 
jnake exprefs mention of Pharaoh’s pride and overthrow, 
and of the Ifraelites palling through the Red Sea. The 
firft is, where Eliphaz fays of the wicked, that “ trouble 
and anguifh {hall make him afraid, and prevail againft 
him, as a king ready to battle 'which words they apply 
to Pharaoh’s pride and hardnefs of heart, though it is 
plain, by what goes before and after thofe two verfes, 
that Job’s friend fpeakscsnly of the wicked in general, 
fuch as he fuppofes him to oe from the afflictions which 
had befallen him. The other text is, where Job fays, 
“ that God divided the fea with his power, and, by his 
underftanding, fmiteth through the proud And this, 
they think, alludes to the pafling of the Red Rea, and 
to Pharaoh’s overthrow in it. Rut the word in the 
original doth more properly fignify to Jiill than to divide-, 
and it is plain, from the tenorof the whole chapter, that 
Job fpeaks only of the wonderful power and providence 
of God in general, and not of this miracle in particular. 
Befides, it is hardly probable that, had this conference 
between Job and his friends happened after fo remarkable 
a deliverance as that of the Ifraelites, more ample and 
exprefs mention of it {liquid not have been made through¬ 
out the book than we find in thefe two obfeure paflages; 
efpecially if we confider that Job’s defire of vindicating 
his own integrity, did naturally lead, him to it, and that 
the afflictions, as well as the deliverance of the Ifraelites, 
were a full confutation of what his friends alleged 
againft him *. Neither do we fee any neceffity for mak¬ 
ing Job to have lived fmee this miraculous deliverance of 
the Ifraelites, in order to adjuft the genealogy above 
mentioned, fince it will be fufficient to fuppofe, that theft 
four generations, on Efau’s fide, were, by fame few years, 
fliorter than thofe on Jacob’s; a fuppoiition not at all 
improbable, feeing the latter were remarkable for then 
long lives and then it will be poflible enough for Job to 
have feen an end of all his fufferings, before Mofes le» 

• i Chron. i. » Job xv. ms, *j. ■ Job xavi. **’ 

• Sec particularly chip. Uii, ij.k abb. pad; 

• the 
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the land ofMidian; in which cafe this Jaw-giver, bei.. (i 
flippofedto be the pnoft ancient writer, has been likcwife 
thought the author of Job’s hiftory by the majority of 
learned men. However, there is one main objetfion ; 
namely, that if Jobab be the fame with Job, and he con¬ 
temporary with Mofes, it will be impoffible for the latter 
to have outlived him by fo many years, as to be able to 
give us an account of his death and of his numerous pof- 
rerity; foritisfaid, that Job lived a hundred and forty 
yeais after his fuflerings were ended, and that he faw 
the children of his fons to the fourth generation ; whereas 
Mofes lived but forty years in the land of Multan, and 
forty more after he left it. This difficulty, therefore, 
cannot be removed, but by fuppefing that the three or 
four lalt verfes of the book were added afterwards by 
feme infpired perfon, in order to make the hiftory com¬ 
plete, in the fame manner as Jofhua, or fome other, added 
the account of Mofes's death and burial, at the end of 
Deuteronomy; but how far this fuppofitinn may be allow¬ 
ed, we chufe to fubmit to our reader’s judgment. 

Mofes feems to have lived quietly as a henlfman in the 
land of Midian, without ever dreaming that Providence 
had cbofen him to be the deliverer of the Israelites. For 
when God was pleafed to appear to him at the end of fbrty 
years, in a burning bufh, upon Mount Horeb, where he Gedap- 
called him by name, alluring him, that he was tVie God ptari is 
of Abraham, of Ifaac, and Jacob, he declined the office, / " m ,v 
when commanded to go into Egypt, and execute the de- 
figns of Providence; he defired to be excufed from the 
difficult office, though God was pleafed to clear all his 
doubts, and to give him fuch promifes of his miraculous 
affiftance, as might (one would think) have emboldened 
the mo(t fearful. The divine vifion began with telling 
him, that the afflictions under which the IlVnelites groan- Cemmandi 
ed, were grown to fuch a height, and the cruelties of him ie rt~ 
their enemies fo enormous, that the time was now come, ,ur " “ &• 
both for their deliverance, and for their pofleffing the 
Promifed Land, as a recompence for their long patience 
and fuflerings. He therefore commanded him to go to 
Pharaoh, and in his name demand their difmiflion ; allur¬ 
ing him, that thofe who fought his life were now dead, 
and that he had nothing to fear from the Egyptians. 

Mofes made feveral eicufes, and at laft objected, that he 
very much doubted, whether the Ifraelites had not fo far 
forgot the God of their fathers, that, when he fhould ac¬ 
quaint them with his commiffion from him, they would 

Vox.. II. U be 
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be apt to alk wbat bis name 1 
be at a lofs what anfwer to 


(T) The cabbaKftical Jews, 
and after them Jofephus, and 
fome Romanifb, think that 
Moles did not alk for the name 
of God, but for the true pro¬ 
nunciation of it, which they 
fay had been loft through the 
wicked nefs of mankind : for 
which reafon the former af¬ 
firm, that the word holam, 
ufed by God prefently after, 
being written without a van, 
ibould not be rendered for evfi, 
but hid, from the root halam, 
to hide , not confidering, that, 
if that was the cafe, it fhould 
be written haium, and not 
holam. Upon this account 
the name is by all the Jews 
called Shem-hamphoralh, the 
unutterable Name, which Jofe¬ 
phus, in the place juft now 
quoted, fays, was never known 
or heard of, before Godi told 
it to Mofes; and adds, that he 
does not fo much as mention 
it: for which reafon they ne¬ 
ver pronounce it, but ufe the 
words Adonai, or Elohim, or 
plainly the word Hafhem, tite 
Nam, to exprefs it. Thus, 
in their letters and common 
difeourfe, inftead of faying, 
“ The Lord blefs or protefi 
ou,” they fay, “ The Name 
lefs you, &c.” Not but their 
hi gh -prieft did pronounce it 
Jehovah once a year, on the 
day of expiation, from the 
time of their return from the 
BabylonUh captivity, to the 
laft deftru&ioii of the temple; 
but they had but few difciples 
near them that could learn its 
pronunciation; and, during 
the omd of the bluffing in 


ras ; in which cafe he would 
make (T). Here God was 
pleafed 

which this name was repeated, 
the priefts and Levites lung 
louder than ordinary, that none 
elfe might hear it. But even 
then they were for from think¬ 
ing it the right pronunciation 
of the tetragrammaton: for 
they think, that any man that 
could once attain it, might 
(hake heaven arid earth with 
it, work the greateft miracles, 
and dive into the deepeft fe- 
crets of Deity; upon which 
account, the Talmud have de¬ 
nounced a moft horrid curfe 
upon thirfe who fliall dare to 
utter it, becaufe they think 
the angels thcmfelves are not 
allowed to pronounce it. The 
truth is, thofe who think that 
Jehovah is the right pronun¬ 
ciation, are far enough from 
being lure of it. It is plain, 
(bat the ancients wrote it very 
differently from them. San- 
choniatho fpells it ]evo ; Dio¬ 
dorus Siculus, Macrobius, Cle¬ 
mens of Alexandria, St. Je- 
rom, and Origen, pronounced 
it Jao. The Samaritans, and 
after them Epiphanius and 
Theodoret, call it lave or 
Jabe. Others of therancieius 
write it Jahoh, Javo, Jaon, 
Jaho, andjahoai. Among the 
moderns, Ca pell us is for pro¬ 
nouncing it Javo; Drufius con¬ 
tends for Jave; Hottinger tor 

J ehva; Mercer will have it 
ehovah ; Caftatio fays Jovah; 
audLeClerc, Jaivoh, or Jawoh. 

Something like tbele the Ro¬ 
mans had in their Jovis, to 
which Varro' feems to allude, 
when he fays, “ Deum Ju- 
dseorum efte Joretn," that Jove 
was 



from their Egyptian Bondage , &c. 

pleafed to anfwer a qucftion he had formerly refufed to 
Jacob though in fuch terms as feems to have implied 
reprebenfion. “ I am that I am,” faid he, bidding him 
tell his brethren, that “ I am ” had fent him unto them j 
that he was the God of their fathers, of Abraham, lfaac, 
and Jacob ; and that he would be remembered and ac- 
knowleged by that name throughout all generations, as 
their great Redeemvr and Deliverer. Not, continued 
he, that Pharaoh will let you go at your firft or fecond 
aiking, nor indeed at all, till I nave convinced him both 
of my jultice and power, by the terrible punilhment I (hall 
fend upon him and his land, for their oppreflion of my 
people: nor fliall the Hebrews come away altogether un¬ 
rewarded for their long and cruel fervitude b . 

After fuch ample afliirances, tne would hardly expedf, 
that Mofes would have ftarted any new difficulties : nc- 
verthelefs, he freely owns, that his doubts were far from 
being wholly difpelled i he knew the temper of the If- 
raelites too well, not to forefee, that they would mod 
likely call his million in queftion. He therefore begged* 
to be informed what he muff do in that cafe ; and God 
was pleafed to clear this doubt alfo, by two miracles, 
which he wrought in bis prefence. I he firft was by 
turning his rod into a frightful ferpent, and then into a 
rod again. The fecond was by fmiting one of his hands 
with leprofy, upon his'pulling it out of his bofom, and 
then reftoring it to its former fanity. God, moreover, 
declared, that if the working of thefe two miracles before 
the Ifraelites did not give a'fuflicient function to his mef- 


* Gen. xxxii. 19. b Exod. in. per tot. 


was the God of the Jews, as 
St. Auftin alleges out of him, 
in the firft book of his Defence 
of the Gofpel, cap, 22. The 
Moors likewife call God Juba, 
orjubah, and the Mabomme- 
dans, Hou, which, with thpm, 
lignifies the fame as Jehovah, 
i. e. He <who is. This name 


they write at the beginning of 
all their patents, pafles, and 
the like, and often repeat it in 
their prayers. Some of their 
devotees will fometimes repeat 
that word fo often, and with 
fuch quicknefs and vehemence, 
that they grow giddy, and drop 
down (1). 


(1) Vide Jof. Antiq. lib. ii. cap. 1*. Benruyer Hift. dti Peup. 
de Dieu, tom. ii. p. j6. Sanchoniat. ap. Eufeb. Pr*p. lib. x. cap, 
9 Diod. Sic. Biblioth. lib. ii. Macrob. Saturn*], lib i. cap. il. 
Clem. Alex. Stromat. lib. v. Origen. ccn.'r. Celt lib. vi. Epiph. 
H*ref. 40. Theodoret. in Exod. Quilt. 15. Herbelot. Blbhotb. 
Orient, p, 460. Tub voce Hon. tc p. ja*. Tub Efraa- 
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fage, he (hould then have liberty to try the fuccefs of i 
third, by taking fome water out of the Nile, which, 
upon its .being Tpilt on the ground, would immediately 
turn the river into blood 

Mofes had (fill one material objection to make 5 name¬ 
ly, an impediment in his fpeech, which he faid rendered 
him unfit to fpdak either to Pharaoh, or to the Ifraelites. 
But this alfo the Divine Being was pleafed to remove, by 
telling him, that his brother Aaron, who was now by his 
appointment to meet him, Ihould be his interpreter both 
to Pharaoh, arid to the Hebrews. There was certainly 
fomething very furprifing in this reluftancy of Mofes, as 
well as in the patience with which God heard him : yet, 
after all thcfe affurances, he had recourfe to prayer, 
earneftly begging of G6d, who certainly knew many 
among the Hebrews more fit for the work than himfelf, 
to make choice of fome other to execute his command. 
Finding, however, that his fervice could not be'difpenfed 
with, and afraid, left he fhould incur the divine difplea- 
Ture by a farther refufal, he made the belt of his way to¬ 
wards Midian, in order to prepare himfelf for his journey, 
and to meet his brother Aaron. 

Exprefling to his father-in-law Jethro, a defire to go and 
vifit his brethren in Egypt, he eafily obtained his difmif- 
fion ; and taking his. wife Zipporah, and his two fons 
with him, the lead of which, being too young to walk, 
he fet upon an afs, he departed in a very mean equipage 
for Egypt, having the miraculous rod in his hand. 

DuringMofes’s retreat in Midian, Aaron his brother had 
married Elizabeth, the lifter of Naafon, both defended 
from Judah by their father Aminadab, the fon of Ezron. 
He had already had four foils by her, viz. Nadiib, Abihu, 
Eleazar, and Ithamar i ; the firft of whom had likewife a 
fon named Phineas, by a daughter of Phutiel". This was 
the ftate of Aaron’s family, when God commanded him 
to go and meet his brother ; but before he could reach the 
Mount of God (Horeb), a dreadful accident was like to 
have happened to Mofes, the particular occafion and dr-* 
cumftances of which we are left to guefs at, he not hav¬ 
ing thought fit to commit them to writing. The ac¬ 
count we have of it, being but darkly exprefled in the 
original, and having been mrfunderftood, and miftranf- 
Jated in moft veriiotis, and particularly our own, we lhalt 
venture to depart from it, where the original, and the 

Exod. iv. 9, * Exod, vt *3, « Ibid. ver. »j. 

authority 
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authority oi thofe, who by their diligent application, have 
been able to give it a better light, will juftify our de¬ 
viation. 

Mofes was upon his firft day’s journey, between Mi- 
dian and Horeb, where he afterwards met his brother ; 
when God appeared again to him, and charged him to 
perform all thofe wonders which he had (hewed him, be¬ 
fore the king of Egypt, and to demand of him the dii- 
miffion of his people Ifrael, whom he calls by way of ex¬ 
cellency, his “ firft-horn alluring him, that he would 
be with him, and that in cafe of an obftinate refufal, 
which he forefaw, he would (lay all the firft-born of 
Egypt i . Mofes was no fooner arrived at the inn, than 
he was (truck with a terrible difeafe(U): he doth not 
tell us, whether the divine aflger was occafioned by his 
incumbering himfelf with a wife and two children, when 
he was fent upon fo important a meffage, or becaufe he 
had deferred-to circumcife his youngeft (on, either out 
of regard to his tender age, or in complaifance to his wife, 
who might fear, left fuch hn operation (liould make hitn 
unfit to travel for a while, if not endanger his life in that 
hot country. Zipporah, however, taking it in the latter 
fenfe, made what hade (he could to get a (harp (tone, 
with which file cut off the child’s prepuce, and laid it at 
his feet, telling him at the fame jime, that he was now 
become a joyful bridegroom to her by the blood of this 
circumcifion. The ceremony was no fooner performed, 
than Mofes was reftored to his former health, and able 
to purfue His journey towards Mount Horeb, whilft his 
wife returned with the two children to her father Jethro, 
rcfolved to wait there till a more favourable opportunity 
fhould offer to rejoin her huftiand. 

In the mean time Mofes and Aaron met at the foot of 
Mount Horeb, and the former acquainted his brother 
with the commiflion he had received from God. Aaron 
expreffed great joy at the news, promifed to be obedient 
in all things to the divine will, and they continued their 
journey towards Egypt. Being arrived at the land of Go- 

d Exod. vi. 13, & f«p 

(U) Many things which-have ence to the reader’s underfland- 
been written in explanation ing, which we ihould be loth 
of this adventure, by Jews and to infult. 

Chriftians, we omit, w defer- 
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fhen, their fir ft care was to aflemble the elders or heads 
of the Ifraelites, and to impart to them the joyful tidings 
of their fpeedy deliverance : on which occafion, Mofes, 
in order to remove all hefitation on their fide, wrought 
thofe miracles before them, by which God had com¬ 
manded him to eftablifh his credit and authority. Thefc 
firft eflays were received with incredible joy by the whole 
afiembly, every one bowing himfelf in token of gratitude 
and adoration to the divine goodnefs, which had at length 
taken pity of their miferable ilavcry *. But this difpofi- 
tion lafted no longer than they thought their deliverance 
would coft nothing but miracles, and that the care and 
danger of it would only fall upon Mofes and Aaron ; for 
when it came to touch them a little nearer, Mofes found 
them as hard to be perfuaVled to embrace their freedom, 
as Pharaoh was to grant their difmiflion (X). 

Mofes and Aaron did not delay to open their commif- 
fion before the Egyptian king : but the preamble, “ Thus 
faith the Lord God of the Hebrews,” founded fo ftrangely 
in his ears, that he could not forbear wondering at their 
prefumption, telling them that he knew no fuch God; 
and that as to the Ifraelites, they fhould not find him fo 
eafy to part with them. They anfwered, that the God, 
whom he refufed to acknowlege, had enjoined them to 
go three days journey tp celebrate a feftival to him ; and 
that if they Ihould omit complying with his command, he 
would foon punifh their difobedience, either by peftilence, 
or by the fword. This threat more amazed the haughty 
monarch, who thereupon difmified them with a feverc 
reprimand, for putting fuch idle notions into the heads of 

' Exod. iv. per tot. 

(X) Some hiflorians have is alfo of opinion, that this 
ventured to give us the name Amenophis is the fame mo¬ 
ot this Pharaoh, though Jo- narch, whom the Greeks call 
fephus only calls him the new Belus, the father of Tigyptus 
king. Apron calls him Amo- and Danaus, though the fable- 
fiitrr Amahs ; Eufebius, Chen- writers have confounded him 
cris; but Archbifhop Uflier with Belus the Aflyrian, and 
thinks, after Manetho, that it father of Ninus. The truth 
was Amenophis, the fon of is, wc have fo little light from 
Kamefes Miamun, and father hiftory as to this point, that it 
pf Sethofis, called alfo after is very- dangerous to affirm any 
hii.-grsnd-father, Ramefis. He thing about it [3), 

0} Vide JoT. Ant. lib. ii, cap. 9. Uihcr fob A. M. *417- 
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their people, and debauching them from their work • 
bidding them return to their own talks, and they fl.ould 
foon know the fuccefs of this wife embaffy. Thus b°»an 
that famous conteft between Mofes and the king of Egm 
the fata 1 fource of new complaints and forrowt to the V- 
raelites. For Pharaoh dreading their exceflive numbers , i v 

this lambr"® fi h t at f dle r ^ ' , ' antonnt ' fs 1,ad occafioned mLa/rf? 
th. ramblmg fit of religion, ordered their talk-mafters to 

l^our and inftead of giving them draw to 
ry their bricks, make them wander over the land, fince 

Lr ^ T 1 ? Ch , natlon for a chan S c '"f air, and ga¬ 

ther ftubble inflead of it, without dimiuifhing one tittle 

rfle'r/T 7 \ ThlS " rde r was fonn obe y cd by g their mer- 
cilefs tafk-maflers, who failed, not to punifli their ovtr- 

feers, whenever they found them fhort of their appointed 
talk. I hefe therefore came in a body to make their 
grievances known to the king, who, inftead of minding 
their piteous complaints, only accufed them of being 
grown idle and wanton for want of work, and difmiffed 
them with the mod barbarous indifference. In their re- 
turn from the palace, they were met by Mofes and Aaron, 
again It whom they began to inveigh in the bittereft terms, 
as the authors of this new addition of mifery, which 
could terminate in nothing but death and defpafr. It 
would have been in vain for Mofes to offer any thing ei¬ 
ther in his own defence, or by way of comfort to them at 
that time; he thought it more advifeable to apply him- 
. to God, and in the humbfeft terms to expoftulate 
with him upon the ill fuccefs of this firft meffage 
God gave him frefh affurances of his love and compaf- 
hon for his groaning people, bidding him affure them 
from him, that he would fpeedily let all Egypt fee, he 
was their God, and would be their deliverer and conduc- 
tor into that land, which he had promifed to theirfathers. 

He faid he had indeed appeared, and been known herc- 
tofore by the name of El Shaddai, Gad Almighty, nr alt 
Efficient, though never till now by his great name jeho. 

• : >h (Y). He alfo declared he would Ggnalize the deli¬ 
verance, by fuch examples of juftice on that obllinate 
?nnce, and people, as fhould force the proud monarch to 

f Exod. v. per tot. 

(Y) Writers on this paffage he was to have facrificed his 
to foeget, that Abraham fon, Jehovah-Jired. 
aUfd the mountain, on which 

* 
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difmifs them in fafety. 'All thefe divine promifcs, how¬ 
ever) were fo little regarded by the defponding Ifraelites, 
that when God commanded Mofes to go agtfin to Pharaoh, 
and renew his demand in his name, he was fo dilheart- 
ened at his ill fuccefs, that he could not forbear exprelf- 
ing great reluftancy to obey. Alas! faid he, if my words 
can find fo little credit with thy own people, how can I 
expeft that they will be regarded by that unbelieving 
monarch, efpecially confidering*with what difficulty 1 am 
forced to utter them. To this obfervation God replied: 
“ Behold,. Mofes, 1 give thee a miraculous power over 
PhaTaoh, and thy brother ffiall be thy prophet and inter¬ 
preter to him, and though I fuffer his heart to continue 
hardened (Z), till thou halt wrought all the miracles I 
have charged thee with ; fet be affured, that I will bring 
Jfraeloutof their bondage, like a triumphant army, and 
the Egyptians lhall know, that I am the Lord. Go there¬ 
fore, and let your mighty works convince that proud 
tyrant at lealt, that your mefl’age is from a greater and 
more powerful monarch than he d .” Mofes and Aaron 
forthwith obeyed ; and having prefented themfelves be¬ 
fore Pharaoh, confirmed their commiffion by the firlt 
Miracle miracle, Mofes throwing down his rod, which turned im- 
jjr' , ro j mediately into a ferpent- Pharaoh, 'Hill incredulous, fent 
turned into to tr y w f’ 3t his magicians could do, and thefe likewife 
o ferpent. turned their rods into ferpcnt 3 ; fo that all the fuperiority 
The magi which Mofes {hewed over them at this time was, that 
lame * ^' s roc * f wa| l° we d U P thofc of the Egyptians (A). How- 

" • *•" ever, this advantage made no great impreffion on Pha¬ 
raoh, who might attribute it only to his fuperior (kill in 
magic. The miracle, therefore, was foon followed by 


t Exod. vi. per tot. 


( 7 .) We have ventured to 
depart from our own, and al- 
moft all other verfions, which 
Make God the chief hardener 
of Pharaoh’s heart, that he 
might inflict the more fevere 
punifhments on him. A no¬ 
tion, which, however em¬ 
braced by the predeftinarians, 
feems fo (hocking to reafon, 
that one would tooner choofe 
ro fay with the fool, “ there is 
no God," than to believe him 


capable of fuch manifeft in- 
juilice. 

(A) St. Paul gives the names 
Jannes and 1 Jambres to the two 
principal magicians who with- 
ilood Mofes; but from what 
has bten written, on this fnb- 
je£t by all the commentators, 
JeWt as well as Chrifiians, we 
learn nothing more than that 
thefe Egyptian conjurers, un¬ 
de rftood the art of legerde¬ 
main. 


another, 
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another, which changed all th« running and Handing 
waters into blood, fo that thete was not a drop of water senuJ 
left in the whole land for the Egyptians to drink. This m» a dt. 
metamorphofis was likewife imitated by the magicians, Thtn-atm 
but whether upon fea-water brought on purpofe, or frdb “ >u 

water from the land of Gofhen, or fome of that which 
they had drawn from their new-dug wells, is not eafy to 
guefs. However that be, Pharaoh’s heart being ftill har¬ 
dened', Mofes was again fent to threaten him ; that if he 
did not let Ifrael go, his whole kingdom fhould be fo fill¬ 
ed! with frogs, that their ovens, their beds, and tables, Third m i- 
fhould fwarm with thofe animals. As the king perfifled mcU of ■ 
in his refufal, this calamity was brought upon the land / ro S'. 
accordingly; but his magicians found means again to 
perfuade him, that Mofes was dnly fuch another miracle- 
monger as they were ; for they imitated alfo this miracle, 
by bringing a frefh fwarm of frogs into the country. 
Wherefore Pharaoh was reduced to fend for Mofes, and 
to promife him that he would let Ifrael go, if he would 
but deliver him from this odious vermin. Mofes took him 
at his word, and defiring him to name the time, when he 
fhould rid the land of thofe creatures, performed his part 
fo effe£tually, that by next day there was not one frog 
left alive in all the land. But whilll his fubje&s were 
gathering them up in heaps, in ogder to carry them off> 
left their flench fhould breed an infe£tion. Pharaoh was 
thinking how to elude his promife, not confidering that 
he only made way for another plague. 

Mofea finding himfelf again deceived, touched the Fourth mi- 
ground with his rod, and the dull was immediately turned jatlt of the 
into lice, or, as fome think, into gnats, a kind of fmall iCC " 
infe£l more common and more tormenting in Egypt, than 
any where elfe. But our verfion feems to us more agree¬ 
able to the original, and to the generality of ancient and 
modern tranflations and expofitions r . Thefe infefted 
man and heart in fuch quantities, that one would have 
imagined all the dull of Egypt had been turned into lice. 

Pharaoh once more fent for his magicians, and bid tbeitf 
try their fkill, which they exercifed in vain \ for either 
their power proved too feeble, or was curtailed by a fu- 
perior hand i fo that they were forced to acknowlege, 
that the finger of God did plainly difplay itfelf in this mi¬ 
racle. The tyrant neverthelefs difregarding their words, 

* Exod. vii. per tot. 1 Cliald. Targ. Jof. Ant. lib. ii. cap. 
i+. Rabbin, Montan. Munfter. Vatabl.Jun. Bocbarr. &**• 

* and 
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and continuing obftinate, Mofes and Aaron met him nexi 
morning, as he was going down to the river, and toll? 
him, that his obftinacy would only bring upon him more 
and worfe plagues, the next of which would be fuch 
fwarms of flies, as would darken the air. They likewife 
gave him to underftand, that God would make a differ¬ 
ence between his people and the Egyptians, and that 
there fhould none be found in all the land of Gofhen, 
though the reft of the kingdom fwarmed with them. Ac¬ 
cordingly by the next day the air was filled with thofe 
infeiSs, whofe bite was fo venomous and painful, that 
the mifehief which they did to Egypt became intolerable. 
Pharaoh now ftartled, fent for the two, Hebrew chiefs, 
and told them, that he would give them leave to facrifice 
to their God, provided it Vas done within his dominions. 
To this intimation they*anfwered, they could not com- 

I lly with his command, without imminent danger of their 
ives, feeing they Ihould be obliged to facrifice fuch crea¬ 
tures as the Egyptians worfhipped, who would therefore 
be ready to ftone them, as guilty of the molt horrid and 
abominable facrilege. They therefore infilled upon go¬ 
ing three days journey out of the land, that they might 
fafely perform that command of their God. He was 
puzzled by this anfwer, which gave him juft reafon to 
fufpeft, that they did not intend to return ; but 
at length he confented that they fhould go, provided it 
was at no great diftance from Egypt; and they promifed 
him faithfully to return in a little time. Mofes affured 
him, that he would immediately go out, and intreat the 
Lord for him, and defired him to keep his word ; buf no 
fooner had his prayer obtained a reprieve, and delivered 
the kingdom from thofe venomous infedls, than the king 
incurred another plague by his obftinacy, and breach of 
promife b . 

The next judgment fell, according to Mofes’s predic¬ 
tion, on all the cattle of the Egyptians, the greafeft part 
of which died by the next day, whilft thofe of the Ifrael- 
itea remained unhurt. But this calamity not touching 
the king near enough, the next that followed was more 
affe&ing, being a violent and painful boil, which broke 
out upon man and beaft. Pharaoh, according to cuftom, 
had recourfe to bis magicians, who being themfelves 
fmitten with boils, durft not appear before Mofes. Ne- 
Ycrthclefs the king remained inflexible; fo that the He- 


11 Exod. viii. per tot. 
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brew was fent again to threaten him with a more terrible 
judgment. He was told, that the voice of the God of 
Jfrael fhould be heard in thunder, and his vengeance felt 
in fuch dreadful itonns of hail, as had not been known, 
fince the foundation of Egypt. Mofes gave him but one 
day to confider of it, affuring him, that the next would 
prove difma! to the Egyptians, unlefs he confented to dif- 
mifs the Ifraelitcs before that time, between whom and 
the Egyptians God would put fuch a difference, that the 
land of Gofhen fhould be entirely free from the terrible 
punifhment, with which Egypt would be afllidted. Mofes 
accordingly lifted up his rod towards heaven on the next 
morning; whereupon thunder, lightning, and hail, fol¬ 
lowed one another fo thick, that Egypt was half deflroycd. 
The hail was of fuch prodigiolls fize, that it killed man 
and heart, broke all the trees, a»d dertroyed all the barley 
and flax. The wheat only and the rye efcaped, becaufe 
they wxre not fufficiently grown; for the barley-harveft 
in Egypt begins about the middle or latter end of March ; 
whereas, that of the wheat arid rye doth not begin till 
fix or feven weeks after. As for the land of Gofhen, it 
was found, upon enquiry, to have been as free from this, 
as it had been from all the former plagues. 

This dreadful vifitation, efpecially the hail, which was 
the more extraordinary, as it feljfom or never rains in 
that part of Egypt, fo frightened the proud king, that he 
fent immediately for Mofes and Aaron, and exprefled 
himfeif in fuch terms to them, as might have parted for 
fure tokens of a real converfion. He earneftly begged to 
be delivered from the noife of tbofe dreadful thunders j 
qt the ceffation of which he promifed not to detain the 
Israelites one moment longer. Mofes, though he gave 
no credit to this promife, yet engaged to obtain a fpeedy 
ceffation of the plague, which being removed arcordingly 
in confequence of his prayers, the Egyptians hail an op¬ 
portunity of examining the mifehief done by the bail, 
which they found to be much greater than they had 
• imagined. This obfervation infpired many of them w ith 
a real fear of the God of Ifrael; but Pharaoh and his 
council no fooner perceived the ftorm w r ar over, than 
they returned to their former obftinacy and deceit. 
Whereupon Mofes was fent to threaten them with a 
more fatal curfe ; namely, fuch an infinite number of 
locufts, as fhould cover the face of the earth, and eat up 
what the hail had left undeftroyed. There were fome 
individuals about the king, who now took the liberty to 
* reprefent 
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teprefent to him the inconceivable damage which his 
kingdom had already received ; that Egypt was half de- 
flroycd, and that it was high time the Hebrews were fent 
away to ferve their God. Pharaoh was now perfuaded to 
let them go, hut having fent for Mofes and Aaron, to 
enquire which of them were to go, and which to ftay, he 
was fo highly provoked at their infilling upon taking 
with them their wives, children, cattle, and all they had, 
that he could not forbear upbraiding them with their ill 
intentions, which, though concealed with fo much art, 
and cloaked with the fpecious pretence of religion, did 
yet but too plainly (hew, that they had no mind ever to 
return to Egypt. He warned them of the danger they 
would incur, and advifed them to content themfelves with 
taking only the men with them, leaving their wives ami 
children behind, Haviag thus threatened them feverely, 
he caufed them to be thruft from his prefence. 
ninth mi- Mofes no fooner quitted the palace than he lifted up 
rode oj Is- his rod over the land of Egypt, and this motion was im- 
mediately followed by an eaft wind, which blew all 
the night, and brought fuch myriads of locufts bv the 
next morning, as had never been fecn before. Thefe 
fpreading themfelves all over the land, in a little time eat 
up every blatfe of grafs, and every thing that had elcaped 
the ftorm of hail. Phjraoh did riot fail to fend for Mofes, 
to own his fault, and beg for one reprieve more; but 
having obtained it by means of a weft wind, which blew 
all the locufts into the fea, he continued as obftinate as 
T,nlh mi- ever. Egypt was prefently after fmitten with fuch horrid 
rode of darknefs, that Mofes choofes to exprefs it by a darknefs 
great Sark- ma y be felt. During the three days it lafted, the 
’lltree '‘days. Egyptians did neither fee one another, nor dare to ftir out 
of their houfes, whilft the land of Gofhen enjoyed the 
ufual day-light. The horror of this obfeurity, which 
could not be removed by the common methods then ufed 
to fupply the place of the fun, caufed fuch dreadful ap- 
prehenfinns in the king and all* his fubjefls, and was fo 
heightened by the difmal outcries- of men, women, and < 
children, that their conftcmation may be much eafier 
imagined than exprefied. As foon, therefore, as the fight 
was reftored to them, Mofes and Aaron were immediately 
fgmmoned, when the king, according to cuilom, told 
them that he was willing to grant their requeft, and that 
they might go with their wives and children, but inGfted 
that their flocks fliould be left behind. Mofes, after many 
expoftulations, obferving Pharaoh’* unwillingnefs to con- 

fent. 
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fent, told him, in exprefs terms, that they would take all 
their cattle with them, and that not a (ingle hoof (hould 
remain in Egypt. We need not wonder if fo proud a 
king could not bear fo bold a declaration without the 
higheft refentment. He caufed him to be thrult from his 
prefence with the utmofl indignation, threatening him, 
that if he dared to come before him any more, it (hould 
certainly coft him his life. Such impotent menaces 
had nothing in them that could frighten a man like 
Mofes t however, it is fuppofed that at this lad interview 
he fignified to the king the finifhing ftroke of the divine 
vengeance upon all the firfl-bom of men and rattle 
throughout Egypt, which would occafton fuch confirma¬ 
tion among all his fubjebfs, that they (hould come with 
bended knees to the lfraelites, *and beg of them, in the 
mod fubmiflive terms, to depart out of their country*; 
whilffc God would (till fhew fuch regard to the latter, 
that they (hould enjoy their ufual ealmnefs and tran¬ 
quillity, not a dog daring to open his mouth :ig:rin(t anv of 
them. Mofes having finifhccl this lalt prediction, retired 
to his people into the land of Gofhen, where the lfraelites 
celebrated the Paflbver that very night, according to Grid’s 
command. It was on this occafon that he -.ahiibd them 
to borrow jewels, fine raiment, and other precious things, 
from their Egyptian neighbours, ijTuring them from God, 
that they (hould find them very ready to accommodate 
them with the belt: ornaments in their poilcflion b . 

This ceremony of eating the Paffbver, as well as the 
method of doing it, had been preferibed by Motes to the 
lfraelites, during thofe tranfaftions that parted between 
him and the king of Egypt, though they are poflponed to 
the twelfth chapter, to avow an interruption in the hi/lory 
of thofe wonders which God had wrought by his mi¬ 
ni dry. He commanded, that this month, which was 
then the fixth of the year, according to the common or 
civil computation, (hould from thenceforth be the firft 
month in the year in the facred calendar; and that all 
* the other annual fea(ts, which were afterwards to be in- 
(lituted, (hould be regulated by that of the PaiTover. 
This injunftion was to be perpetual, but on this night 
they were moreover to fave the blood of the Iamb in a 
bafon, and fprinkle the two fide and crofs pods of thejr 
doors with it, that the deftroying angel might leave their 
houfes untouched, when he pafled by to deflroy the 

“ Exod. xi. 8, & feq. Vide Uflier Annal. Sub, A. M. »j»3* 
*Exod, xi. & xii. per tot. 
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firft-bom of Egypt, and to execute the divine vengeance 
on their gods, whether it were their princes, who, in 
the language of Scripture, are often called gods, or thofe 
animals which that fuperftitious nation Worfhipped. In 
memory of which great deliverance, they were to keep 
this feaft of unleavened bread feven days, that is, from 
the fourteenth day at even, until the twenty-firft day at 
even : during which, whnfoever was found among them 
eating leavened bread, whether he was an Ifraeiite or a 
ftrangcr, was to be cut off from Ifracl. The firlt and lad 
of thefe feven days were to be kept holy, and free from 
all manner of work. Laftly, no ftranger was to be ad¬ 
mitted to eat of the Paffovcr, unlefs he confentcd to be 
circumcifed. As for the Ifraelites, they were ftri&ly to 
remember this great and< glorious night, and to inftruft 
their children in the meaning of this inftitution, that they 
might likewife perpetuate the memory of it to future ages. 

The people, whom fo many judgments executed on the 
Egyptians had rendered moie tradable, received Mofes’s 
orders with the utmoft refped, and went to prepaie for 
putting them in execution. 

The fatal hour being come, whilft both Tides were in 
the greatell tranquillity, the Egyptians thinking now all 
the plagues pall, and Pharaoh flattering himfelf that 
Mofes’s menaces againft the firft-born had proved abor¬ 
tive, becaufe four days were elapfed fince they were de¬ 
nounced, God fent his deftroying minifters, who fuddenly 
difperfed themfelves all over the kingdom, and fmote all 
the firft-born with immediate death, from the eldeft fon 
of him who fat on the throne, to the firft-born of the im- 
prifoned captive, and even to that of the meaneft animal 
in the land. The firft expedient this affrighted monarch 
could thinx of was to feud for Mofes and Aaron, who 
bciu fettled at Ramefes, not far from his capital city, 
were foon brought into his prefence, inftead of repeat¬ 
ing his ufual menaces, he was now urgent and prefling for 
their departure, with their children, cattle, and all that 
they had. The Egyptians likewife were no lefs impa¬ 
tient to fee them depart, fearing left every minute of their 
ftay fhould prove fatal to the kingdom; aud the Ifraelites 
found them as ready to lend them the moft valuable 
things they had, as they themfelves were to borrow. 
Moles, who was well acquainted with Pharaoh’s change¬ 
able temper, made all the hafte he could to feize the pre¬ 
fen t opportunity. He forthwith fettled the bed order he 
could reduce to pradtice among that vaft multitude, and 
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in the general confufion that reigned, gave the fignal for 
their departure long before break of day. Leaving there¬ 
fore the Egyptians to mourn for and bury their dead, 
the Ifraelites, loaden with the fpoils, began their mareh 
under the conduft of Mofes, to the number of fix hun¬ 
dred thoufand men able to bear arms, befides old men, 
women, and children, fervants, and an innumerable 
multitude of (trangers, who joined, and followed them in 
their march (M). As foon as they arrived -at Succoth, 
Mofes direfled them to encamp according to their tribes 
and families, which was likewife the order they had fol¬ 
lowed in their march. It is to be obferved, that the dif- 
tance from Ramefes to the utmofl borders of Egypt, on 
the fide of the land of Canaan, was not much above three- 
fcore miles, fo that Mofes cou),d, in a few days march, 
have brought them out of Pharaoh's territories; yet God 
fo ordered it, that they were full forty years before they 
arrived in the Promifed Land. 

Whilft they continued at Succoth, Mofes was com¬ 
manded to eonfecrate the firfl-born of man and bead to 
God; the firft-born of men to be redeemed at the price 
of five fhekels of the fanfhiary, each worth double the 
common (hekel, that is, about two {hillings and fix pence ; 
fo that the whole fum amounted to about twelve Ihillings 
and fix pence ; which money was afterwards to be given to 
the prielts. This redemption was founded not only upon 
the right which God has over all his creatures, but more 
particularly on his indulgence in having fpared the firlt- 
born of the Ifraelites, when he fmote thofe of the Egyp- 

tians ( N >- Mofes, 

(M) There was yet one Ramefes to their firft encamp- 
thing wanting, viz. a fufficient ment at Succoth. Jofephus 
quantity of provifions for all tells us that their dough, and 
that multitude; and perhaps other provifion, which they 
they expected to have had time carried from Egypt, lafted a 
enough to procure it before whole month; but it is not 
their march, but the Egyptians likely that they would load 
.drove them away with fuch themfelves with fuch luggage, 
eagernefs, that the people were which in all probability they 
forced to carry their parte with knew not how to preferve lo 
them unleavened, with which long, when they were already 
they baked cakes upon the coals, burthened with the valuable 
What other provifion they fpoils of the Egyptians (t 
could get they took with them (N) This law concerning the 
undrefled, and marched from firft-born of men did not at all 

(i) Vide Exod. xx\'u per tot. Jofeph, Antiq. lib. ii, cap. » 5 - J 
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Mofes, inftead of taking the neareft way to the land of 
Canaan, through that of the Philiftines, wheeled about 
along the coafts of the Red Sea towards Arabia Petrsea. 
They proceeded from Succoth to Etham, towards Arabia 
Deferta, which is therefore called in the original the Wil- 
dernefs, near the borders of which Etham was fituate, 
where they arrived on the fecond day after their depar¬ 
ture out of Egypt. But next day, it feems, God diredfed 
him to turn towards Pihahiroth, which lies between the 
Red Sea, Migdol, and Baal-Zephon (O). The Supreme 
Being was alfo pleafed to fliew his care for them in an¬ 
other miraculous manner; for though he might have no¬ 
tified to them when, and whither to march, or where to 
halt and encamp, as he fignified his other commands by 

Q 

regard the women; for if the naffeh, his two children (2I. 
firil-fruits of a marriage proved (O) We know but little of 

a female, no redemption was to the geography of all thefe 
be paid for her. Secondly, as places. Etham is fuppofed to 
to that of beads, it extended be the Buthee of Herodotus; 
only to the clean; the unclean and Pihahiroth, the city of 
beads were either to be re- Heroum, on the extreme part 
deemed, each by one that was of the Arabic gulph, or the 
clean, as an afs by a lamb, or Phagroriopolis, placed by 
to be killed and flung away. Strabo near the fame place. 
They were ordered to teach All that we know of Migdol is 
the reafon of this law of re- only, that it fignifies a toner. 
demption to their children, Baal-Zephon feems wholly un- 
and grand-children, that their known to the ancient geogra- 
poflerity might never be at a phers. The Jewifli rabbies, 
lofs to account for it, nor the and, after them, Grotius, be- 
wonders which were wrought lieve it to have been an idol 
in favour of them be forgot.- fet up to guard the confines of 
Among all the cares which Egypt. Eufebius takes it for 
Mofes and Aaron had, they did a town, and not a fiatue, and 
not forget to bring Jofeph’s places it near Clyfma ; though 
coffin and bones with them, St. Jerom has omitted it in his 
purfuant to the oath which mediation. It Hands upontbe 
that patriarch had exacted moll northern point of the Red 
from them. The Jews tell us Sea, where the ancients, efpc-, 
the? placed them in a fump- cially the Jews, think the 
tnous car, or open berfe, Ifraelites palled it, and where 
Which proceeded under the Hands to this day a Chrifiian 
guard apd con duff of the monaftery (s). 
tribes of fijhrahn a&3 Ma- 
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the mouths of Mofes and Aaron, yet,' confideriffg their 
untraftable temper, and how apt they would be to mur¬ 
mur againft their leaders at every difficulty they might 
encounter, he condefcended to conduit them by the mi¬ 
raculous appearance of a pillar of fire in the night, and a 
column of fmoke in the day, Thefe phenomena never 
forfook them during their forty years wandering in the 
wildernefs, but guided their progrefs from place to place 
through forty-two encampments. But whether it was 
exhibited at their firft, fecond, or third march, at Suc- 
coth or Etham, does not appear from the teat 11 . 

By this time the king of Egypt began to repent of his 
parting with the Ifraelitcs, who, he perceived, had no 
intention to return. Thinking they might eafily be fur- 
prifed among the mountains, aifd cut off, he prepared a 
confiderable army, together with fix hundred of the 
choiceft chariots, befides all the chariots of war that 
could be found ip Egypt, and began his march in purfuit 
of the fugitives. Mofes has not given us any farther par¬ 
ticulars concerning that army; but Jofephus, who fel- 
dom fails tci improve the text, whenever it ferves for the 
honour of his country, makes it amount to fix hundred 
chariots, fifty thoufand horfe, and two hurtdred thoufand 
foot*; and Ezekiel, the poet quoted by Eufebius, hath 
increafed it to a million of men. Bpt, whatever the army 
was, Phaiaoh put hintfelf at the head of it, and letl it 
with fuch fpeed, that he overtook them at Pihahiroth, 
and encamped there in full fight of the Ifraelitcs, who 
aeing a pufillanimous race, inured to bondage, could not 
lehold the enemy fo near without the utmold con¬ 
densation. In (lead of having reeourfe to that mighty 
irm,that had fo vifibly ftretched itfelf out in their favour, 
hey ran in a tumultuous manner to Mofes s tent, com- 
daining that he had brought them to be flaughtered in 
he wildernefs ; and that they had now nothing to expect 
>ut the moft cruel death in that difmal place. Mofes, 
aftead of upbraiding them with their cowardice and m- 
ratitude, endeavoured to afluage their fears with the 
Buranee, that this would be the laid time of their feeing 
-ae Egyptians. He had confulted God, who ordered them 
forthwith to begin their march towards the fea, directing 
him, at the fame time, to Idretch out his rod oyer it, when 
the waters would inftantly divide, and make way lor 
them to pals through, as on dry land ; whereas Fnarao 1, 

* Jof. Ant. lib. ii. cap- M- 
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The Hiflory of the Jews 

and his whole array, fhould they venture to purfutf, 
fhould be finally overwhelmed. Accordingly, a ftrong 
eaft wind dividing that arm of the fea, afforded apafTage, 
and the Ifraelites were beginning their march towards it, 
when the angel of the Lord, who conducted them in the 
pillar of fire, removed from the front to the rear of the 
army, and flood between them and the Egyptians ; thu3 
producing a double effe£t, giving light to the Ifraelites in 
their march, and dazzling the eyes of their enemies, to 
prevent their perceiving what was doing among the He¬ 
brews. We are given to underftand, that whilft thefe 
were pafling through the fea, the waves arofe in heaps, 
and Hood us a wall on each fide them (R). The Egyp¬ 
tians, perceiving that the Ifraelites were marching off, 
that the cloud which crfndufted them was removed to¬ 
wards the fea, refolved upon a clofe purfuit, not dream¬ 
ing that they were launching into another element, much 
lels could they fuppofe that it would prove as fatal to 
them as it was friendly to thofe whom they fo eagerly 
purfued. For it doth not appear by the text that the Egyp¬ 
tians were fenfible of their entering into the fea ; and it 
is more than probable that they were too eager in the pur¬ 
fuit, and had too little light to perceive the danger they 
were running into, unlefs we will fuppofe, wdth the Jewifli 
hiflorian y , that, becaufe they favv the Ifraelites march 


y Tof. Ant. lib, i). can. 16. 


(R) Many Jews and Chrif- 
tians have imagined that this 
paflage was effected by coafting 
one end or corner of the Red 
^>ea at low water, without any 
miraculous interpofitionin their 
behalf. In effect, it is not at 
all impoflible, that a ftrong 
wind, co-operating with the 
ebb, might leave fpace enough 
for a confiderable army to pafs 
within high-water mark; and 
that the return of the tide, re¬ 
inforced by a ftrong gale from 
the oppolite quarter, might 
overwhelm their purfuers. In¬ 
deed Artaphanes, an ancient 
writer, quoted by Eufebius, 
allures us, this was the opi¬ 
nion of the priefts of Memphis, 
while thofe of Heliopolis be¬ 


lieved it to be altogether a fu- 
pernatural phenomenon. Jo- 
fephus feems to fpeak doubt¬ 
fully on the fubjedt, mention¬ 
ing the Pamphylian fea, which 
retired from the fliore, and 
opened a paffitge for Alexander 
and his army, in his expedition 
againft the Perfians j while 
Grotius and Le Clerc declare 
for the paflage of the Ifraelites 
along fhore, though they ac- ‘ 
knowlege the interpofuion of 
a Divine Providence in the 
ftrong wind that blew, caufing 
the waters to retire farther 
than ufual, fo that they recoil¬ 
ed with greater violence upon 
the Egyptians.—The whole 
tranfadlion was undoubtedly 

miraculous. 

fifeIy 



from their Egyptian Bondage, fsV; 307 

fafely through the fea, they vainly hoped they might take 
the fame route, and were not undeceived till it was too 
late. By break of day they began to find their chariots 
move more and more heavily, and had fo many indica¬ 
tions of God’s fighting againft them, as made them re- 
folve upon turning about, and fleeing from thofe whom 
they fo eagerly purfued. But all their hade could not Thry are 
fave them ; God commanded Mofes to ftretch again his oil <tr<nun- 
rod over the fea, and he had no fooner obeyed, but the “*■ 
waves, which had been till then miraculouily fufpended, 
fell in again by their own weight, and overwhelmed Pha¬ 
raoh and his holt, fo that not one of them efcaped from 
the common ruin ; whilft the Ifraelites beholding, with 
wonder and amazement, the carcafes and the rich fpoils 
of their enemies thrown upon lift fea-lhore, began to fear 
the Lord, and refign themfelves implicitly to his direc¬ 
tion (S). 

Mofes well knowing the levity and fickle temper of the 
people whom he had to govern, took hold of this happy 
difpofition to celebrate this miraculous victory, and to 
infpire them with the deeped fentimems of gratitude to 
their Almighty Deliverer. To this end he compofed a Mofti't' 
hymn, in which he extolled the greatnefs of God’s power, f'ayjtr 
difplayed in this fignal miracle, and his amazing mercy 
towards his people. Having divideJ the Ifraelites into two 
great choirs, he placed himfelf and his brother Aaron at 
the head of the men, and his fider Miriam at the head of 
the women ; and while the former fung the canticle, the 
women anfwered alternately to each vetfc, repeating the 
fird words of it: “I will fing to the Lord; for he has 


(S) The exaft fituation of 
the places, at which the If¬ 
raelites entered, and came out 
of the fea, are fo much un¬ 
known to us, that it is next to 
impoflible to deferibe their 
route with any tolerable cer¬ 
tainty, For fhould we fo far 
depend upon Eufebius, as to 
believe Baal-zephon to have 
been Clyfma, and that the an¬ 
cient tradition were true, that 
't was at this latter place they 
paded the fea; yet the gene¬ 
rality of geographers differ fo 


much about its fituation, that 
we are dill to feek for the fide 
on which it flood, whether on 
the north, on the call, or 
fouth or weft fliore of ihe A- 
rabic gulph. For which rea- 
fon we hope the reader will 
excufe us from entering into 
any farther enquiry abodt 
them, and for referring him 
to a learned author, who hath 
obliged the world with a curious 
and elaborate diflertation on 
this fubjecl (i). 

Sec alfo hit Travels. 

greatly 


(1) Shaw's Supplement, chap. vin. 
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greatly triumphed, and has overthrown the horfc and its 
rider into the fea.” Their mufic was likewife accom¬ 
panied with dances, and the found of fuch inftruments as 
they had brought with them from Egypt. 

And now the Ifr.telites began to think that a few days 
inarch would eafily bring them to the borders of the Pro- 
mifed Land, the conqued of which could not but appear 
eafy to them, who had God for their proteflor, and 
Mofes for their guide. Indeed, if they had met with no 
other difficulties than the ruggednefs of the way, and the 
hatred and oppolition of thofe warlike nations that in¬ 
habited it, Canaan would foon have been in their poffef- 
fion. But their dubborn and ungrateful temper, their 
continual murmurings and rebellions againd God, joined 
to an invincible fondndfs for idolatry and fuperllition, 
proved not only a conitant obftacle to their hopes, but an 
endlefs fource of misfortunes to them, and of grief and 
vexation to their leader, though otherwife famed above 
all men for his meek and gentle difpofition. They had 
fcarce travelled three days from the Red Sea, into the 
wildernefs of Shur, before their exccffive third, and want 
of water, exhauded all their patience, infomuch, that 
when they came to dilcover the waters of Marrtb, and 
found them too bitter to drink, they filled the air with 
’Tht- IfratU their complaints agaiiylt Mofes ; who, fearing the ill enn- 
iiej mur- fequence of this murmuring, addrcflcd himfeif to God in 
mar far the humbled manner, and was direfled to a tree, which, 

water whether by any intrinfic virtue, or by a new miracle, 
fweetened the waters as foon as he had call it into the 


fource. The people, indeed, ceafed to murmur as foon 
as they had quenched their third ; but as this was neither 
a fatisfaflion for their late riot, nor a fecurity agrinit. 
future rclapfes, God was pleafed to make a farther trial 
of their future obedience, by giving them here fome new 
ftatutes, adding a promife, that if they obferved them 
with an upright mind, he would diower down upon them 
continual bleffings. In memory of the bitter waters, the 
place was called Marah, from whence they went and en-» 
camped at Elim, where they found twelve fou..tains n) 
water, and leventy palm-trees ; and there they continued 
about three weeks *. 

From Elim they marched towards the wildernefs of Sin, 
by which route they removed Rill farther from the fron¬ 
tiers of the Promifed Land ; but as they were direfled by 


1 Exod. xv. per tot. 
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the miraculous pillar, they were forced to follow whither- 
foever it led the way. Here their provifions becoming 
exceeding force, they began to murmur more violently 
than ever, repenting from their hearts that they had fuf- 
fcred themfeives to be decoyed from the fleih-pots and 
plenty of provifion, which they enjoyed in Egypt, into a 
barren wildernefs, where they could expert nothing but 
to die with hunger. This tumultuous deportment, which 
feemed levelled at God himfelf, whofc diredlive column 
they had followed into that defert place, provoked no re¬ 
proof, but a gracious promife to rain down bread from 
heaven. The Lord commanded them to go and gather a 
certain quantity of manna every morning, and on tbefxth 
to provide a double portion, beeaufe they were not to ex- 
pefl any to fall on the feventh, fohich was afterwards to 
be kept holy. Aaron, in communicating this meflage to 
the people, failed not to give them a fevere reprimand for 
their murmurings. He had fcarce made an end of fpcak- 
ing, when the people, looking towards the wildernefs, 
bchelri the glory of God dilplayed out of the cloud ; from 
which God confirmed again what Aaron had promifed to 
the people, alluring them, that they fliould that very 
evening be fatisfied with plenty of flefh, and next morning 
find that heavenly bread which he had ptomili'd to pro¬ 
vide. , 

The firftpart of this promife was accordingly fulfilled 
that very evening, by whole clouds of quails, which came 
pouring down upon them out of Egypt, and alighted in 
fuch numbers, that they quite covered their camp (T); the 
other was accomplilheil by the manna, which defeended 
by the very next morning. This laft did not, indeed, fall 
clofe to the camp, but at fomc dillance from it, towards 
the wildernefs. By break of day, therefore, the Ifraclitcs 
followed Mofes towards the place, where he (hewed them 


(T) It muft be remembered, 
that this was about the mid¬ 
dle lit April,which is the timein 
which that bird is obferved to 
erols the Red Sea in vaft num¬ 
bers, and incredible quanti¬ 
ties are ftill caught there about 
[his time. Ludolph, in his 
Treatife of Loculfs, at the end 
of his Appendix to his Defcrip- 
don of Abyffinia, has offered 
feme probable arguments to 


prove that thefe were fuch, 
and not quails. He affirms 
them not only to be in great 
plenty in thole parts, and all 
over Attica, but likewife de¬ 
clares they were efteemed a de¬ 
licious food. We own, in¬ 
deed, that the word is, even by 
the confeffion of the Jews, of 
very uncertain fignification, 
and may as well fignify a locuft 
as a quail. 
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a kind of white dew, refembling a fmall hoarfroft, which 
covered the face of the earth ; and told them, that this 
was the bread which Godhadpromifed to feed them with 
during their abode in the defert; commanding them to 
gather a homer for every head, which is about five pints, 
or forty-three eggs *. The people no fooner faw this new 
bread, than they exclaimed, “ What is this ? Whence 
cometh it ?” for they were furprifed at the drangenefs of 
it; and from thence they gave it the name of man, or 
manna (U). For a memorial of this miraculous bread 
Mofes was ordered to preferve a homer-full in a vdfel, to 
be afterwards depofited in the ark of the covenant, and 
preferved in it, as a witnefs to future ages b . Leaving this 
defert of fiin, and advancing a few days journey towards 
Mount Horeb, they raifed frefli murmurs at Rephidim, for 
■want of water. Mofes drove in vain to perfuade them to 
wait God’s leifure ; they only grew more defperate, and 
were ready to (lone him to death. In this emergency he 
had recourfe to the Lord, who foon difpdled his fears, 
promifing to fignalize this place by a miraculous fource of 
water, as he had diftinguifhed the lad by a fupernatural 
fupply of food. He commanded him to conduct the 
elders of Ifrael, and all the people, to Mount Horeb, 
alfuting him that, upon fmiting the rock with his mira¬ 
culous rod, the waters fhould immediately gufli out, in 
fuch plentiful dreams, as would be more than fufficient to 
allay their third. Mofes, obeying the injunflion, God 
fowl from yom-hfafed ( 0 f en d tfi ern plenty of water; and in memory 
of this new murmuring the place was called Malian, 
tempting, and Meribah, contention. 

About this time, the Ifraelites being attacked by the 
Amalekites, Mofes was forced to detach his fervant Jolhua, 


A new 
murmur 
for want 
of water, 


•which 


a miracu■ 
huirock. 


■ Le Seen. Effay on a New Tr,inflation, p. ijo. R. Saloon 
b Exod. xiv. 


(U) Man hu, in (he origi¬ 
nal, fignifies what, or whence 
is this ? Not fo eafy is it to 
knuw the meaning of the word 
gad, which we tranflate cori¬ 
ander-feed, though, according 
to the original, it (hould be 
rendered, and it was white Hie 
the feted of Gad, whereas cori¬ 
ander is of a brown colour, 
gome Jews, therefore, tranf¬ 


late it muftard-feed, becau.c 
one fort ot it is whitilh ; and* 
Aben Ezra frankly owns, thSt 
he knows not what feed it is. 
In another place it is compar¬ 
ed, in colour, to bdellium, ot 
which we know as little ; for 
the gum fo called is quite a 
different fubffance to which 
this name has been given by 
the moderns. 

with 
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with'a fufficient force, to make head againft them, whilft 
he himfelf lhould afeend to the Mount, to intreat Cod for 
hisfuccefs. Accordingly, next morning, he went up, 
with his brother Aaron and Hur, to a neighbouring hill) 
whence they could have a full view of the field of battle, 
and held up his hands in prayer, whilft Jofliun was fight- 
ing with the Amalekites. And here God paid a lingular 
regard to his interceffion, for, whilll he held his hands 
up Jolhua prevailed, and when he let them down Am,tick 
had the advantage ; but at length they grew fo heavy, Amaki 
that Aaron and Hur were forced to itay them up on each difiemgud. 
fide till the going down of the fun, that is, till Ifrnel 
gained the viftory, and Amalek was ilifeomfited. Moles 
was ordered to record this fignal viflory, and to vow per¬ 
petual war againft the AmalekitcS, till their very remem¬ 
brance lhould be quite blotted out. He alfo reared up an 
altar to God, and called it Jcliovah-nilll, the Lord is my 
banner ; to intimate, that God, who had made them de¬ 
nounce war againft Amalek, would not fail to crown it 
with fuccefs c . 

The defeat of Amalek opened a way for the Ifraelites to 
Mount Sinai, where their abode was fignalized by the 
wonderful promulgation of the law, and the appointment 
of the principal ceremonies which they were afterwards 
to obferve. Mean while, God, who forefaw what an ad¬ 
dition the office would be to the other cares and fatigues Jethro 
of Mofes, did, in good time, condudl his hofpitable fathei- c ones to 
in-law, with Zipporah and her two foos, to the camp of 
Ifiacl. Jethro, obferving with what patience his foil-in- 
law ftood to hear the people’s complaints from morning 
tD night, and fearing left he (hould in time link.under the 
fatigue, advifed him to feledl a competent number of 
ciders, who (hould help him to bear fuch a part of the 
burden, as would otherwife have proved too much for his 
ftiength j an account of which we have already given in 
the hiftory of Midian. Mofes was thus eaftd of a great 
load by the appointment of thofe inferior judges, fomc of 
whom he fet over thoufands, others over hundreds, and 
others over tens, referving the moft momentous caufes 
to his own cognizance. Soon after this tranlatlion his 
father-in-law took leave of him, while he gave the fignal 
for decamping from Rephidim, and marched to the wil- 
dernefs of Sinai; a removal which was made about the 

1 Exod. xvii.pertot. 
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beginning of the third month after their departure from 
Egypt d . 

His next care was to order their encampment fo, that 
there might be a confiderable fpace between it and the 
mountain. Whilft they were pitching their tents, ac¬ 
cording to his directions, Mofes went up to the moun¬ 
tain, where he was commanded to remind the Ifraelites 
of all the wonders which God had wrought in their fa¬ 
vour, •and to allure them, if they proved obedient to 
God’s laws, he would ftill look upon them as his peculiar 
people, a favourite nation, and a royal prielthood. Mofes, 
defeending from the Mount, alTembled the elders, and 
charged them to acquaint the people with the gracious mef- 
fage, who likewife promifed all poffible obedience to 
Cod’s commands ; upowwhich he directed them to pre¬ 
pare themfelves, again!! the third day, for the glorious 
feene that was to he a£!ed; to walh their cloaths, and 
abftain from all nuptial commerce. He cautioned them 
from approaching the mountain under the fevered penal¬ 
ties, obferving, that either man or bead tranfgrefling this 
injun£tion, lhould be immediately Honed, or Ihot to 
death. The Cgnal for their coming out was to be the 
found of the miraculous trumpet: accordingly, on the 
third day, the people having prepared themfelves in obe¬ 
dience to the divine injunction, and being in the utmoft 
expeftation for this wonderful fight, they faw,- by break 
of day, the mountain furrounded by the thiekeft cloud, 
from whence ilfued forth fuch thunders and lightnings, as 
filled them withe-terror and amazement. The found of 
the trumpet being heard, Mofes brought the people out 
of their camp towards the Mount, as far as the barrier 
which he had fet; and there they obferved the top of 
Sinai covered with fire and fmoke, whilft the foundation 
of it feemed to fhake under their feet. In the midft of 
this dreadful feene, the trumpet being heard ftill louder 
and ftronger, God called to Mofes, and bid him bring 
his brother Aaron with him; they immediately went up, 
and were both involved in the cloud. The thunders and. 
the trumpets ceafed foon after, when God was heard 
from the midft of the fire and fmoke, which continued 
all the while, to pronounce the ten principal laws, which 
were to be the foundation of all the reft, and of which an 
account hath already been given thefe Mofes was order- 

d Vide Uther Ann. A. M. *513. Riberam de Tempi, lib. v. 
cap. 7, Sc al. • See Seft. ii. of this Chapter, p, 116—183. 
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ed afterwards to write upon two tables of done f . In 
the mean time the people, aftuniihed at what they faw 
and heard, removed farther oft, and Mofes defeended. 

The divine voice had no i'ooner done fpeaking, than they 
approached Moles, and, in a tranfport of fear and fur- 
prize, promifing all poflible obedience to the divine pre¬ 
cepts, befought him that he would, for the future, fpeak 
to them in God’s ftead, left, if they thould hear his dread¬ 
ful voice again, they Ihould die with horror and amaze¬ 
ment. Mofes, commending the awe and regard which 
they exprelled, went up again to the mountain, where, 
for thaL time, God was pleafed to add a few ceremonial Some are- 
laws to thofe moral precepts, which he had couched in the "">maI 
Decalogue; ad which, as weil as thofe he received after- 
wards from time to time, we hive alfo already given in 
one body. To prevent needlefs repetitions, we ihall avoid 
following the divine hiftorian too clofe in all the inter- 
courfe he had with God ; wherein the obfervance of the 
fame laws is inculcated over and over, the fame afl'ur- 
ances of the divine favour and aflirtance, and fevere 
threatenings in cafe of their difobeying, and the fame pro- 
mifes of their poflefiing the lands of the Canaanites, 

Amorites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgalhites, and 
Jcbufites, being repealed almoft upon every frefti occaiion. 

What might induce Providence to, deliver them in that 
feemingly irregular and interrupted method, is not eafy to 
he guciled, unlefs we fuppofe, that a more methodical 
manner would have favoured too much of human wifdom. 
but, neither the frequent repetition of thefe promifes and 
denunciations, nor the grievous punifhments which were 
inftitted upon them, in confequence of their difobediencr, 
proved fufficicnt to bend their ltubborn necks, or cure 
them of their paflion for the gods of the Egyptians. In 
vain, it feems, had the true God declafed that he would 
fend his angel to facilitate their way, and to bring them to 
the Promifed Land ; and that, if they proved obedient to 
his voice, and kept themlelves from the pollutions of 
thol'e nations which they went to conquer, he would in- 
fufe a panic fear into their enemies, fo that they fhould 
not be able to refill; at the fame time he gave them to 
“ndcrftand, that they Ihould not make a complete eon- 
*)ueft of them at once, left the wild beads fhould prove 
•oo ftrong for them; but that they fhould carry it on gra¬ 
dually, till they had extended it from the Red Sea unto 

f Exod. xix. per tot. cap. xx. per tot. ^ 
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the Sea of the Philiftines, and from the defert unto the 
river\ 

Immediately after this communication, Mofes reared an 
adtar to God, and offered burnt-facrifices and peace-offer¬ 
ings upon it; and having caufed the contents of this new 
covenant to be read to all the people, and exafted a 
folemn promife from them, that they would keep it faith¬ 
fully, he ratified it by fprinkling the altar, the book, and 
the people with the blood of the viftims ; then ordered 
twelve pillars to be erefted, one for each tribe, as a Hand¬ 
ing monument of this alliance between God and them. 
Having made an end of this ceremony, he took with him 
Aaron, Nadab, Abihu, and feventy of the elders of If- 
rael, fome part of the way towards the mountain, where 
they beheld the God of lfrael in a kind of vifion; and 
Mofes having committed the care of the people to them, 
took Jolhua up into the mountain with him, and flayed 
there full forty days. It was during this interval, that 
God gave him the two tables of ftone, whereon were 
written the Ten Commandments by the finger, that is, by 
the immediate command and direiftion of God himfelf; 
together with the whole plan of the Jewilh religion, of 
the tabernacle, and all the utenfils belonging to it; and 
feveral other laws concerning the priefts, Levites, and 
laity ; in particular an order for exa£ling a free-will of¬ 
fering from all the children of Ifrael, according to their 
abilities, of gold, filver, brafs, fcarlet, filk, wool, oil, 
fpices, and all ntlier neceffary materials for the taber¬ 
nacle, ark of the covenant, prieftly robes, and all other 
things that were to be appointed for the public worfhip “. 
The care of making all tbefe things was committed to 
Bezaleel of the tribe of Judah, and Aholiab of the tribe 
of Dan, two perfons whom God had endowed with an 
extraordinary (kill and wifdom to contrive and execute all 
thefe defigns, according to his direftions r. 

In the mean time, the people who had feen Mofes en¬ 
ter into the cloud, whilft the top of the mountain was 
all in flames, after they had waited above a month for his» 
return, began to give him over for loft. In this appre- 
henfion they affembled in a tumultuous manner about 
Aaron’s tent, and told him, that as they defpaired of 
Mofes’s return, it was very expedient that he fhould make 
them fome gods to dite£l and proteft them in their pro- 

* Exod. xxiv, 31. a Exod. cap, xxv. ad cap. xxx. * ExoJ. 
xxxi. pafiini. 

grefs. 
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grefs. Aaron does not feem to have hefitatcd one mo¬ 
ment, but direfted them immediately to bring him fuffi- 
cient quantity of their gold ornaments, to make them a 
golden calf. So eager were the people for this new god, 
that they willingly parted with their gold ear-rings to 
Aaron, who loft no time to have it call according to his 
promife. Having fet it upon a pertella), in full light of 
all the camp, and reared up an altar before it, he told 
them in their own dialctt, that thefe were the gods which 
brought them out of Egypt, and appointed the next day 
as a folemn feftival, which they began with offering burut- 
facrifices and peace-offerings, and concluded with feaft- 
ing and dancing. 

Mofes, accompanied by his^fervant Jofliua, coming y r 0 f jf|, 
down from the mountain with the two tables, was not a 857. 
little furprifed to hear their loud fhouts; but when he Ante Chr. 
drew near and beheld them worfhipping the calf in imi- t4!)1 ~ 
tation of the Egyptian Apis, which his brother had fet up, ^ , 
he was overwhelmed with confution and concern. In the cmetdmvu 
firft tranfports of his paflion, he broke the two tables, from the 
then advancing to his brother, upbraided him in the fe- Mount-, 
vereft terms, for having been acceffary to fitch an ini- 
pious apoftacy, which laid them open, naked, and de- 
fencelefs to all their enemies; as they undoubtedly for¬ 
feited the divine protection, which alone could bring 
them fafe into the Promifed Land *. 

Aaron failed not to lay the blame on the tumultuous 
people ; but Mofes, inftead of liftening to his excufes, 
fet himfelf immediately about the deftruclion of the idol, 
and the punifhment of fuch of the delinquents as his 
prefenee had not driven away from the place where it was 
adored. He caufed the calf to be taken down, burnt, 
ground into powder, and call into the water, of which 
he made all the people afterwards drink. During thi3 
tranfaftion, he called aloud, “ Who is on the Lord’s 
fide?” and finding that the foils of Levi immediately 
joined him, he commanded them to gird on their fwords, 
and flay indifferently all that they found ftill at the ido¬ 
latrous feaft, without regard to age, quality, kindred, 
friendlhip, or acquaintance. Thefe went forthwith from j f 
Mofes’s prefence, and punifhed with immediate death vlltt p,jjf 
about three thoufand of the delinquents, whom they found thou- 
ftill in the midft of their mirth (X). The people feeing f-.i dtliu- 

this 

* Exod. xxxii. 1, Sc frq. 

(X) This zeal of the tribe did nor go long unrewarded : 
of Levi againft tliofe idolaters, it not only wiped oft that ble- 
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this dreadful example, and having heard with what fe- 
verity Mofes had reproved his brother, were ftruck with 
Mofetre- the greateft confternation : but he went up to the Mount 
f»r*/ /O the again, and interceded fo powerfully for them, that he at 
Umuti. length obtained, not only their pardon, but a renewal of 
God’s former promife, of bringing them into the land of 
Canaan under the conduft of his angel. Both the pardon 
and promife were fo far conditional, that the people 
fhould make fome atonement for their rebellion, by a 
folemn and public a£t of humiliation, and a promife to 
be more obedient for the future ; for in cafe of relapfe 
they were told this crime would be remembered in their 
punifhment \ 

One of tliefc conditions the people immediately em¬ 
braced, and a folemn faft'was kept throughout the whole 
camp, during which they diverted themfdves of all their 
gaudy apparel, and coftly ornaments ; and in memory of 
this (in and of the breaking of the two tables, the Jews 
obferve that fart yearly even to this day. At the fame 
time God, to adminirter fome comfort to Mofes, whom 
he faw labouring under fuch a heavy load of grief and 
care, was pleafed at his requert, to grant him a fight of 
his glory, that is, as the context explains it', a fight of 
that angel under whofe diieftion and care they were to 
go and conquer the Promifed Land (Y). 

Mofes having Hayed in the Mount other forty days and 
nights, made two other tables, like thofe which he had 


• Exod. xxxii. per tot. 

mifli, which their progenitor 
had intailed upon them, for 
the bloody maflacre of the Se- 
chctnites, but in a very (hort 
time procured them the Levi- 
tical pri eft hood, which, though 
fubordinate to that of Aaron 
and his pofterity, intitled them 
to the tenths of all kinds of 
beads, fruits, and grain in If- 
rael; to the interior miniftry 
of the tabernacle, and after¬ 
wards of the temple; to a {dace 
in the judicial courts of every 
city, and town; to the pro¬ 
perty of thirty-five cities and 
towns, with ail their lands, 
fome of which were appointed 
cities of refugej and to feveral 


t Exod. xxxiii. iz, & feq. 

other privileges and immuni¬ 
ties, ot which an account hath 
been given in a former feiStien. 

(Y) The account, which 
Mofes gives us of this divine vi- 
fion, is none of the cleareft; and 
fome ol the expreffions which 
he ufes, fuch as, that he 
fliould not fee God’s face, but 
only his back, kc. have in¬ 
duced fome free-thinkers to tax 
him and all the Jews after him 
with being anthropomorphites, 
till they learned a more refined 
divinity from the Babylonians. 
But let it be remembered, that 
Mofes fpoke to a grofs people, 
in a manner adapted to their 
ideas. 


broken, 
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broken, and received feme farther inftruftions from God, 
came down again to the people, who were not a little 
furprifetl to obferve that his face had acquired fuch a 
luilre during his recefs, that they could not Jook upon 
him without being dazzled ; fo that he was obliged to 
cover it with a veil whenever he was to fpeak to them 
By this time the people were become fo traftable, that 
upon his exacting from them a free-will-offering of all A antral 
forts of materials for the tabernacle, ark, utenfils, pricftly vff'rtn g ef 
garments, Sec. both men and women readily contributed 
their richeft jewels, metals, and other precious tilings, the F ‘ ' 
fpoils of the Egyptians and Amalekites, including oils, 
fpices, ointments, and perfumes; all which he diftributed to 
proper perfons to be wrought; and Bezaleel and Aholial 
were appointed overfeers of all the work. Thefe exerted 
fuch diligence, and employed fo many hands, that the 
tahernaclc and all its rich furniture, and coftly apparatus, 
were finilhed, and fet up at the foot of Mount Sinai, in 
lefs than fix months ; there Aaron and his fons, being Yr. of FI, 
folemnly confecrated priefts, began to offer up all kinds 85B. 
of facrilices upon the new altar, according to the law of Ante Chr, 
Mofes. Soon after this tranfaclion, the head of each 14? °' 
tribe came and appeared before Moles and Aaron, and Aaron ro»- 
prefented a very confiilerable offering to God in fix wag- ficratrJ 
gons drawn each by two oxen ; al ( l which were fet afide high-frirjl. 
for the fervice of the tabernacle. 'Thus was this pompous 
worlhip of the Ifraelitcs begun, in framing and inftituting 
which, confideration was had to their grofs and carnal 
minds, which were incapable of being affected with a 
purer and more fpiritu.il cultivation *. 

Aaron had not been long inllallcd in his office of high- Hii font 
rrieft, before he had the mortification to fee his two hHtJly 
fons Nadab and Abihu, ftruck dead by fire from heaven, 
for prefuming to burn incenfe in the tabernacle with 
ftrange fire, contrary to the command of Mofes / , who or¬ 
dered them to be carried forthwith out of the camp, and 
buried without any mourning or funeral pomp. 

* The people were foon ready for another rebellion, be- 77,, r tbtl- 
taufe he had made them take too long a march at their hen at Ta* 
departure from the wildernefs of Sinai; fo that the di- btrah. 
vine anger was already kindled, and had fhewed its ef- 
f<e£ls in an extraordinary fire, which began to confume 
foe extremities of the camp ; but at the interceflion of 


“ Fxod xxxiv. per tot. 
Itm » chap, xxxvi. to the end. 


x Numb. vii. i, & feq- 
r Levit.x. i, », & f«|. 
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Mofes the fire ceafed, and in memory of it the place was 
called Taberah, or burning *. Mofes began to find by this 
frefh inftance of their ftubbornnefs, that the burden of 
government was like to prove too heavy for him, not- 
withftanding his having thrown a great part of it upon 
thofe magiilrates, which he had chofen by Jethro’s ad¬ 
vice. On this occafion he prefented his complaint to 
God, who, to cafe him of this load of care, commanded 
him to make choice of feventy of the moft confulerable 
of the elders of Ifrael, both for wifdom and integrity, 
and ereft them into a fupreme court, that they might 
bear their fhare of the burden. It was not long before 
he found the advantage of this inftitution ; for they were 
no fooner removed from Taberah, than their very next 
encampment was fignaltzed by a frefh infurreftion. A 
mixed multitude, of the dregs of Egypt, and other na¬ 
tions, who had followed the Ifraelites hitherto, began to 
murmur at the manna, and to regret their forfaking the 
garlick, onions, and flefh-pots of Egypt; and their dif- 
content foon irifefted the whole camp with a longing 
after better food. Mofes’s tent was befet on all fides with 
crowds, who came, and in a tumultuous manner, de¬ 
manded that he (hould provide them flefh to eat, inltead 
of the manna, which their fouls began to loath. 

In this emergency, God commanded him to call toge¬ 
ther the feventy elderfc to the door of the tabernacle ; and, 
in the face of the whole camp, he promifed to fend them 
fuch a piefent fupply of flefh, as fhould ferve them, not 
for a day or two, but for a whole month, till it became 
as loathfome to them as the manna was; at the fame 
time he infpired the feventy elders with fuch a fhare of 
his fpirit, that they all began to prophecy (Z); and the 
fame gift continued with them as long as they lived. The 
camp was at that time in Arabia Petrtea, at a fmall dif- 
tance from the Red Sea ; from the other fide of which, a 
ftrong wind brought fuch infinite flights of quails, that 
they not only covered the whole camp, but all the ground 
round about it for feveral miles b . Thefe birds, being, 
tired with their long flight, and not able to foar above 

a Numb, xi. l, Sc feq. •> Numb, xi, ji, & feq. 

(Z) This affembly of the terwards fo famous under the 
feventy elders, the Jews, and name of the fanhedrim, II ’ 
after them Grotius, and fome which even their kings arul 
other Chriflians, have affirmed high-priefls were fubjeft. 
to be the fame that became af- 

two 
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two cubits From the ground, were eafily caught by the 
people, and in fuch quantities, that the lead that any of 
them gathered teas ten homers (A). Their fit ft care was 
to glut themfelves with them ; then they began to think 
how to preferve the reft from being corrupted. But in A f r ,lb 
the mtdft of their feafting, God was pleafed to finite a plafutdt- 
great number of them with a fore difeafe, which carried fi rQ y* * 
them off with the meat, as it were, in their mouths : in 
memory of this fevere punifliment for their unreafonable ‘ ht 
luft, the plate was called Kibroth-hatavah, or the Jtpul- 
chres of concupifence ; from whence they removed to Ca- 
delh-Barneah, and afterwards advanced to Hazaroth. In 
this encampment Miriam, Mofes’s lifter, having been Miriam 
fmitten with leprofy for fome reflediuns which (he had J' r “ ci ™ 
call: upon him and his wife, Mofcs, at her’s and Aaron’s i, P r ' > !i- 
requeft, obtained a cure for her ; yet lo that Ihe was to re¬ 
main without the camp, as a polluted perfon, feven days ; 
after which they returned towards Cadelli-Iiarneah, in 
the wildernefs of Paran. Here Mofes was commanded 
to choofe twelve proper men, one out of each tribe, frmfntt, 
and to fend them to fearch the land of Canaan; among -•Jitmthi 
which was Jofliua and Caleb. Tliefe twelve having 
received Mofes’s directions to view the whole laud, 
to examine the ftrength of its cities and inhabitants) 
together with the nature and fertility of its foil, fet out 
upon their progrefs, which they' performed in forty 
days. J ■* 

At their return from Rehob, which is at the foot 
of Mount Libanus, they palled through the valley of 
Elhcol, fo called from the great quantify of the largeft 
grapes, a large duller of which they pulled, and fixing 


(A) Homer, or rather cho- 
mer , is a meafure which con¬ 
tains ten baths, or five bulhels: 
•he Jews think chomer is the 
fame with chamer, an afi, be- 
caufe the letters are the fame, 
chomer is an af's load. 
However, as we would not en¬ 
large the miracle more than is 
needful, we have ventured to 
'part a little from our own, 
an a inoft other verfions, which 
fender the words of Mofes as 
>1 the quails had lain two cu¬ 


bits, that is above a yard thick 
upon the ground, whereas the 
original may properly enough 
be rendered, that they flew no 
higher than two cubits from it: 
and this quantity was more 
than fufficient to ferve them a 
month; confidering that not 
only the camp, but all the 
country for a day’s journey 
round, was covered with it, 
and that the fleih of quails 
could not be eaten in great 
quantity. 


it 
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it upon a ftaff, brought it to the camp upon theii 
fhoulders- 

Thefe fpies made their report to Mofes and Aaron, in 
prefence of the elders and all the people. They begar 
with extolling the richnefs of the land, and (hewed a fpe- 
cimen of it in the bunch of grapes which they had brought 
with them, together with fome of their fineft pomegra¬ 
nates, figs, and other fruits ; but asfoon as they obfervec 
that this account had infpired the reft with a defire of be¬ 
coming the happy pofleftors of it by a fpeedy conqueft 
ten of them immediately altered their note, and begar 
to reprefent it as a thing impoffible, by realon of the 
ftrength of their fortified towns, and the bravery and gi¬ 
gantic ftatureof its inhabitants 8 - Jofhua and Caleb were 
of a different opinion yu and the latter, who obferved a 
kind of defpair in the people, endeavoured in vain to en¬ 
courage them, by alluring them, that fuch a glorious en- 
terprize was by no means impoffible : but the Ifraelites 
gave fuch credit to the report of the other ten, that the) 
wholly defpairedof overcoming fuch powerful and gigantic 
nations, in comparifon of whom they looked upon them- 
felves as mere grafhoppers and reptiles. Their murmur- 
ings grew to fuch a height before next morning, that a 
return into Egypt was again looked upon as vaftly pre¬ 
ferable to fuch an undertaking ; and they were already 
confulting how to chAofe themfel/es a leader, to condufl 
them back to the land of their former thraldom. The 
uproar, however, was in fome meafure fuppreffed by the 
appearance of the glory of God in the cloud, which then 
covered the tabernacle, and from which he was heard to 
fpcak to Mofes in fuch threatening terms, as gave them 
caufe to fear fome terrible judgment would be the reward 
of their rebellion and ingratitude. 

Mofes was forced again to become their interceffor; 
but the ingratitude and infidelity of thofe mifereants, who 
had been'eve-witneffes of the wonders which he wrought 
both in Egypt and in the defert, and of the punifliment 
which he had inflitled upon other rebels, was of too cry-, 
ing a nature, not to exatt fome confpicuous mark of the 
divine difpleafure. Wherefore, God did then fwear, th it 
none of thofe that were above twenty years of age, except 
Jplhua and Caleb, iliould ever enter into the Promiled 
Land but that they (houkl wander from place to place 
during the fpace of forty years, till all their carcafes 

I Numb, xiii, per tot. ,. 

flioulJ 
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lhould be ratted in the wildernefs (B). As for the ten 
wretches, whofe pufillanimous report occafioned this re¬ 
bellion, they were all deftroyed by a fudrien death, aiul 
became the firft inftances of the punilhment denounced 
againft the whole nation fc . 

This fevere fentence fo terrified the multitude, that 
they prefenied themfelves early in the morning before 
Mofes, ready armed, and told him, that they were now 
ready to retrieve their credit by fome noble exploit ag.iinft 
the Amalekites, or fome of the Canaanitilh nations, 
Mofes ftrove in vain to divert them from fuch a ralh enter- 
prize, by reprefenting to them, that they would certainly 
peiiih in the attempt, bccaufe they had now forfeited the 
divine affiftance and proteflion : his remonilrance ferved 
only to whet their unfeafonablo ardour; ever indocile, 
and deaf to good counfel, they refolved to try their for¬ 
tune, and to gain the pafl’es of the neighbouring hills; 
but the Amalekites and Canaanites falling upon them, 
made a great (laughter; and purfued them as far as Hor- 
mah*. All this while Mofes, who foref.iw the confe- 
quence of this rafh enterprize, wifely remained with the 
ark of the covenant in the camp (C). 

During 


11 Numb. xiv. 3S, 37. i Ibid. 40, tollieend. 


(B) Mofes here makes ufe 
of a round number, alluding 
to the forty days of the fpies 
fearching the land ; though it 
is plain, that their children 
enteied it, thirty-nine years 
after this fentence was pro¬ 
nounced againft their fathers. 
It is farther to be obferved, 
■hat though this exclufion ex¬ 
cepts none but Caleb, and in 
other places where it is repeat¬ 
ed, it mentions only Jofhua 
a long with him; yet there 
Were certainly fome others not 
uicluded in it, fuch were Mo¬ 
fes and Aaron, who had no 
part in the mutiny, but were 
excluded afterwards upon an¬ 
other account; together with 
Eleazar, and a few more, 
efpecially of the tribe of Levi. 

Vol. II. 


In memory of this rebellion, 
the Jews have ever fince kept 
a ftrift fall, on the feventh day 
of Elul or fixth month. 

(Cl After fome Ihiy in this 
camp, they continued moving 
from place to place, but Hill 
in the fame wildernefs of Seir, 
during which time Mofes re¬ 
ceived many other laws; but 
we have given an account of 
the moll remarkable in a former 
fefliun. However, it is to be 
obferved, that their encamp¬ 
ments from this time were 
much longer than they had 
formerly been, feeing we read 
but of feventeen during the 
remaining thirty-feven years, 
whereas this removal from 
Kadefh-Barneah was the fif¬ 
teenth from their coming out 
y of 
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During this long interval of thirty-nine years, the Di¬ 
vine Providence difplayed itfelf in the moft confpicuous 
manner, forming and polifhing this new generation, for 
whom the conqueft of Canaan was referred. The mira¬ 
culous pillar continued (till to direct them, and the manna 
to afford them nourifhment. Mofes ftill maintained his 
intercourfes with God ; and fuch was the Almighty’s pa¬ 
ternal care of his people, that their raiment, particularly 
their fhoes, remained whole, and their feet unhurt, not- 
withftanding their long and frequent marches. If at any 
time the people relapfed into their ufual murmurs and re¬ 
bellions, as they often did, their punifhment followed fo 
clofe and fo fevere, that their difobedience could neither 
be countenanced by the number of delinquents, nor flat¬ 
ter itfelf with hopes of knpunity. And this may be, per¬ 
haps, the main motive, which infpired them with fuch a 
laudable zeal againft the fabbath-breaker, whom they 
brought to Mofes, and on the next day, according to his 
fentcnce, led out of the camp, and there ftoned to death k . 

It was not long, however, before their condudtnr dif- 
covered a moft dangerous confpiracy hatched againft him, 
by one of the chiefs of the tribe of Levi, and countenanced 
by fome of the moft confiderabie men of the whole camp, 
efpecially of the tribe of Reuben 

Korah, the great-grand-fon of Levi by his father Jahnr, 
as Aaron alfo was by fiis father Amram, and confequent- 
ly one of the beads of that tribe, repining at the fortune 
of Aaron and his family raifed to the high prietthood, had 
drawn a confiderabie number of eminent perfons into his 
intereft ; and among them, Dathan, Abiram, and Hor, 
chiefs of the houfe of Reuben. "Whether be thought that 
he fhould never gain his point againft his rival, vrhilll 
Mofes enjoyed the fupreme power, and confequentJy, that 
it was neceffary to infpire them with a defire of fupplant- 
ing their chief; or whether he had already obferved fomc 
fuch defign in thofe three chiefs, heplayed his part fo well, 
that he engaged them and two hundred and fifty more 

It Numb. xv. 3 », & feq. 1 Ibid. xvi. paflim. 

of Egypt. We fhall not trou- a more particular account of 
ble our readers with a farther them, may find it in the An- 
detail of them at prefent: nals of the learned archbiflwp 
thofe who are defirous to have Ufherfa). 

(j) Vide Ann Ulher, fob A, M. *513. p, 11, & feq. 
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into his party. As foon as he found things ripe for an 
open rupture, he appeared at their head, and confronting 
Motes and Aaron, began to upbraid them wi.h their un- 
juft ambition. He charged them with ingroiftng all the 
power into their hands ; and excluding the reft of the 
congregation, whom he affirmed to be holy as they. 
Moles, furprifed at the boldnefs of this addrefs, rebuked 
them for their prefumption in the fevereft terms ; but 
waved farlher debate till next morning, when they might 
appear at the door of the tabernacle, with each his confer 
in his hand i at which lime he promifedth.it the Lord 
ffiould declare himfelf openly in favour of thofe whom he 
deiigned for that high office. 

Mean while he fent privately for Dathan and Abiram, 
whom he fuppofed to have been inveigled by Korah into 
the confpiracy, with a defign to argue the cale more calm¬ 
ly with them; but they not only refufed to come, but 
fent his meflenger back with an infolent anfwer ; in which 
they upbraided him with having decoyed the whole nation 
out of the rich and fertile land of Egypt, under pretence 
of bringing them into a better, inftead of which he only 
detained them in that barren wildernefs to make them 
greater ilaves to his ambiiion 1 . 

Early next morning Moles and Aaron repaired to the ta¬ 
bernacle, whither Korah failed noi.to come foon after, at 
the head of his two hundred and fifty men, each having 
a copper confer in his hand. Thcfe were followed by a 
vaft multitude, alTembled, either to be fpeftators of this 
famous conteft, or to fupport the feditious, in cafe of op- 
pofition. The firft objeft that drew their eyes, was the 
glory which appeared in the cloud over the tabernacle, 
from which God commanded Mofes and Aaron to with¬ 
draw themfelves from the rebellious crew, left they ftiould 
periffi in the ruin which was ready to fall upon them. 
Here Mofes became interceffor again with their divine 
condudor. When the crowd had feparated themfelves 
from Korah and his company, that followed him to the 
quarters of the Reubenites, where Dathan and Abiram 
with their families, flood at their tent doors, Mofes de¬ 
clared to the aflembly, that if thofe rebels died a common 
death, he would give them leave to queftion his divine 
miffion; but that if the earth immediately opened ip a mi¬ 
raculous manner, and fwallowed them up alive, he then 
hoped they would look upon him as fufficiently authorized 


1 Numb. xvi. •*, Sc feq. 
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for all he did. He had fcarce pronounced thefe words, 
when the earth clove afunder under the feet of the con- 
fpiratoi^, and buried them alive, with all their families 
and fubftance. At the fame time Korah and his whole 
company, who flood with their cenfers before the court 
of the tabernacle, were deftroyed by a fupernatural fire ; 
though their children werefpared becaufe, in all likelihood, 
they had no fhare in their father’s guilt m (D). 

Nevertheless, the people, though they had fled, terri¬ 
fied at the fight of fo dreadful a fpedtacle, were fcarce 
recovered from their fright, before they began to murmur 
afrefh, and to accufe Mofes and Aaron of having murdered 
the people of the Lord. Thofe two ran immediately 
into the tabernacle, from whence the glory appealing 
again in the cloud, fufpended for fume time the fury of 
the infurreftion. Mofes, who forefaw that fome terrible 
judgment was juft ready to fall on the rioters, immedi¬ 
ately commanded his brother to take his cenfer and make 
atonement for the people : but though Aaron made all 
polfible hafte to obey him, tlie.plague was already begun, 
and raged fo furioufly, that it had deftroyed fourteen 
thoufand and feven hundred men, befides thofe who had 
perifhed in Korah’s rebellion : all that he could do was 
to put a flop to its further progrefs, by Handing with his 
cenfer between the living and the dead. But here, to pre¬ 
vent Aaron’s authority from being any more called in quef- 
tion, God was pleafed to confirm it by one miracle 
more (E). So that from this day all but the fons of Aaron 


m Vide Norn. xxvi. n. 


(D) In memory of this 
dreadful judgment, and to de¬ 
ter, for the future, any but the 
fons of Aaron from prefuming 
to burn incenfe before the 
Lord, Eleazar was command¬ 
ed to take the cenfers of Ko¬ 
rah and his men, and to beat 
them into broad plates, for a 
covering of the altar. 

(E) Aaron, on the one fide, 
and the head of evety tribe on 
the other, were ordered to 
bring an almond-rod with 
their names written upon it; 
and thefe were to be depofited 


in the tabernacle till next 
morning, by which time the 
Lord would decide in favour 
of that family, on whofe rod 
fome vilible and miraculous 
change was found. Accord¬ 
ingly, when they came to ex¬ 
amine them on the morrow, 
Aaron’s rod alone was found 
to have budded, and brought 
forth leaves, and ripe almonds; 
and Mofes was commanded to 
lay it up in the ark as a Hand¬ 
ing monument of their rebel¬ 
lion and unbelief. 


were 
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were exprefsly prohibited from going into the tabernacle, 
under pain of death. 

The Ifraelites wandered near thirty years in the defert 
of Arabia Petrsea, and near thirty-nine were elapfed fince 
they quitted Egypt : during which peregrination, they had 
continued moving from place to place, about the moun¬ 
tains of Idumsea, ftill murmuring againft their leader, 
from time to time, and abandoning their God, to worlhip Several 
the idols of Remphan, Malchom, and many others. At idelatrin 
length the time drawing near for their entering into the rtccr ^~ 
Promifed Land, they moved from Ezion-Gaber towards 
Kadefh in the wildernefs of Zin, defigning probably to Yr. of FI. 
enter Canaan by the narrow paffes, called the Way of the Ant/chr. 
Spies; but they were difcomfitejl in their firft attempt by 14.55. 
Arad, one of the kings of the Canaanites, who killed a — ■ 
great number of them, and took fome confiderabie fpoil. 

Upon this difaller they vowed all the cities of Arad to de- 
ftru&ion : after fome refpite, they made a fecond attempt, 
wherein they defeated the king and deftroyed fome of his 
towns, calling the field of vidlory Hormah, or rather 
Chormah, that is, anathema, or utter de/buffion" ; though 
the total ruin of that country did not happen till the time 
of Jolhua °. 

About this period alfo it was, that the king of Edom, 
having refufed a free paffage through his country to the 
Ifraelites, they were in all likelihood going to take fome 
kind of revenge for the affront; but God, who would not 
fuffer them to commit any hoftilities again!! that people, 
becaufe they were their brethren, caufed them to take a 
turn round their country, and to march peaceably away 
towards Mount Horf, where Miriam, Mofes’s filler, died 
foon after, in the hundred and thirtieth year of her age s. 

Whilll they remained at Kadelh, a new murmuring # nfw 
arofe for want of water; and Mofes was again com- murmarh if 
manded by God to bring them a frefh fupply out of the J >r wanlrf 
rock ; but he performed the operation in filch a manner ' wat,r • 
as proved difpleafing to the Lord, who for his intempe¬ 
rate deportment on this occafion, excluded him and his 
brother from the benefit of the Promifed Land (F). In 

' memory 

" Numb. xxi. j, », Se fcq. " JoSi.xii. 14, t Numb. 

U u. Deut. 11,8,9. s Numb. XX. 1. 

(F) God had commanded ' whether out of impatience at 
him to call for the water by their loud murmur*, or from 
•nly fpeaking to the rock; but diffidence of the promifed fup- 

Y j 5 >lv, 
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memory of this new rebellion, the place was called Mc- 
ribah, jirife\ from which they went and encamped at the 
foot of Mount Hor, on the frontier of the land of Edom. 
Here Mofes was commanded to conduct Aaron and Elea- 
zar his fon, to the top of the mountain, in fight of all the 
people ; the father was ftript of his prieftly robes, with 
which the fon was inverted. The ceremony was no 
fooner performed, than Aaron died, and was buried on 
the'fpot: but the place was kept fo private, that none of 
thofe countries could ever find it out. The children of 
Ifracl mourned thirty days for him, and Eleazar fueceeded 
him in the high priellhood b . 

Soon after the days of mourning were part, they went 
and encamped at Zalmpna; fo denominated from the 
image, or figure of the brazen ferpent, which Mofes 
caufed to be fet up in this place 1 . The people being 
tired with the length of their peregrinations, and labour¬ 
ing under a fcarcity of provifions, began to murmur afreflt 
againft him, in fo grievous a manner, that God was pro¬ 
voked to fend large flights of fiery ferpents, which deftroyed 
fuch multitudes, that the furvivors applied to Mofes, and, 
in the humbled terms, begged him to deliver them from 
that deftroying vermin (S). 

Accordingly he had recourfe to God, who commanded 
him to cart a brazen farpent of the fame figure with thofe 
that infefted them, and to fet it on a pole on fome emi¬ 
nent ground; that as many as were bit by the ferpents, 
might be healed by looking upon this image d . Being de- 

b Numb. xx. *3, & feq. c Ibid. xxi. 9. 11 Numb. xxi. 4., & feq: 

ply, he fmote it twice with his and modern authors to prove 
rod, and ufed fome indecent that they are the fame with 
expreflion, either to the rock, the hydra of the Greeks and 
or the people, for which he Latins. Herodotus, who went 
was excluded from entering on purpofe to the city of Bums 
the Promifed Land, and con- to fee them, fay s that they are 
demned to die in the wilder- not unlike the hydra ; and that 
nefa (1). , he had feen a vaft quantity ot 

(S) Bochurt tells us that their lkelelons, whole flefh had 
thefe flyihg ferpents are fliort, been devoured by the ibis, 
and fpotted with divers co- which bird is peculiar to Egypt,_ 
losirs, and that their wings, re- and a continual deftroyer of 
fembie thofe of a bat. He thofe ferpents (1). 
quotes a great many ancient. 

(1) Vide Pf. cv. 3*, 33. (») Bochart de Animal, fac. p. >'• 

lib. fii. cap. 13, 

live red 
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livered from this plague, they marched towards Phunon, 
fince known by the name of Metallo-Phunon becaufe 
of the copper-mines with which it abounded ; and from 
thence proceeded to Oboth, called by Pliny Eboda. This 
was their thirty-feventh encampment; their next was Jie- 
Abarim(T), upon the borders of Moab, in that part of the 
defert which lies over-againft the land of Moab eaftward r , 
anti is therefore called the Defert of Moab*. As they 
were afterwards removing to p.ifs the brook or valley of 
Zared, God forbad them to commit any hoftilities againft 
the Moabites and Ammonites, becaufe he had given to 
thefe nations that land for their habitation, and obliged 
them to take a large turn round their country to reach 
Canaan. They arrived at lengt^ at Bamoth, or Bamoth- 
4 .rnon. that is, the high plain of A’nan, under which is a 
fine valley belonging to the Moabites, watered by the 
brook or torrent of Arnon, and pitched their tents at the 
foot of Mount Pifgah. From thence they proceeded to 
Beer, fo called from the well, which the beads of Ifracl 
dug there by God’s direction ; arid this incident produced 
that fong of Mofes, fung by the Ifraelites the burden 
of which begins with the words, “ Spring up, O well; 
ling ye unto it fc .” 

After feveral marches between the countries of Moab 
and Ammon, they came at length to the land of the 
Amorites, and fent again to beg a peaceable paflage 
through the territories of Sihon, king of Hefhbon, But 
that prince, having refufed to let them pafs upon anjr 
terms, and making ready to attack them, was overthrown 
in a pitched battle. The Ifraelites having feized upon 
his kingdom, from the torrent of Arnon to that of Jab- 
bok, put men, women, and children to the fword, and 
faved nothing but the cattle'. Og, king of Bafhan, at- 

e Vide Eufeb. loc, Hebr. tub Phenon. f Numb. xxi. 11. 
r Dcut. ii, 8. fcNumb. xxi. 17, & feip ijudg. xi. 13, 

* feq, 

(T) It muftbe remembered, that they encamped at fuch s 
however, that when Mofes tells convenient didance from them, 
us, that they encamped at that they might eafily fend 
Oboth, Jie-Abarim, and other .thither to buy provifions, with, 
cities belonging to the Edom- out giving them {he umbrage 
lies and Moabites, he mult not of their having any hoflUe 
be underftood as if he adfualy defign againft them, 
occupied thofe places, but only 
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tempting in like manner to obftrud their paffage, under¬ 
went the fame fate ; as we have already {hewn in the 
hiftory of the Canaanites. 

By this time Balak, king of Moab, near whofe ter¬ 
ritories the Ifraelites were encamped, with a defign to 
crofs the river Jordan, in order to enter the land of Ca¬ 
naan, began to look upon them with fuch a jealous eye, 
that,lie did not think it fufficient to make a ftrong alliance 
with the Midianites and Ammonites, his neighbours, in 
order to (lop their progrefs ; but refolved, before he com¬ 
menced hoftilities, to try how far Balaam’s enchantments 
might prevail towards turning the fortune of war. We 
need not repeat what has been faid in the hiftory of 
Moab concerning the ill ( fuccefs of Balak’s project, and 
the too fuccefsful advice of Balaam, for debauching the 
Ifraelites by the help of fome of their molt beautiful 
women ; which fully anfwered their hopes, as the He¬ 
brews failed not to give into the fnare, and to make re¬ 
pentance again neccffary. Balak had ordered his fub- 
jetts to celebrate a grand feaft to Baal-Peor, (generally 
luppofed to have been the fame with Priapus or Adonis', 
in which the moil (hameful kinds of lewdnefs were per¬ 
petrated), and to invite the Ifraelites to the fellival. 
Thefe were foon enticed from one crime tD another by 
the beautiful women that were feni among them •, and 
plunging from intoxication into lewdnefs, and from lewd¬ 
nefs proceeding to idolatry, they became fo enamoured 
with tliofe fair deludera, that obferving in them a more 
than ordinary forwardnefs to follow them, they made no 
fcruple to bring a great number of them into their camp ; 
fo that the infection foon became univerlal, and was 
puniihed by a plague, which carried off about twenty-four 
thoufand of the offenders. As this fevere puniflimcnt 
did not put an effectual (top to their difobedience, God 
commanded Mofes to ereCt a court of judicature, confid¬ 
ing of the heads of all the families, and try and hang all 
that had been guilty of this rebellion and idolatry, with¬ 
out refpedl to friendfhip or kindred (U) 

This 

! Catin. Diflert. Le Clerc'i Com. in loc. 

(U) We have given this- them up in the face of the 
place a different fenfe from fun. The words in the original 
that of our own verfions of the are capable of our interpreta- 
Bible, which mikes God com- tion, and the reafan of the 
mand Mofes to take all the thing naturally (uggefls it i 
heads of the people and bang otherwife it would be impodj* 
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This command was accordingly executed, and about 
one thoufand more were put to death. By this time the 
greateft part of the people, having attained a due fenfc of 
their fin, and bewailing their folly at the door of their ta¬ 
bernacle, were furprifed with an inftance of the molt un- 
paralleled prefumption in one of the chiefs of the tribe 
of Simeon, named Zinin, who had brought a young Mi- ZimrtanA 
dianitilh princefs into the camp ; and in fight of Mofes, Cojbi, 
and the whole congregation, was leading her into his 
tent. Phineas, the fon of Eleazar the high-prieft, fol¬ 
lowed them cJofe with a fpear in his hand, and, fired with 
holy zeal, at one ftroke joined their bodies in death, as art fmtrt- 
they were before joined in their tranfgreflion ; for which ty funijbti^ 
pious exploit the high-priefthoo^ was confirmed to him 
and his pofterity. Neither did the authors of this de- 
feftion efcape unpuniihed : Balaam was killed in a battle, Balaam 
which lfrael fought againft five kings of Miriian, who ’wtthfivt 
likewife fell oil that day. The conquerors made a ter- '/ 
rible daughter, putting all to the fword, women and chil- 
dren excepted; plundering and burning their cities, and 
carrying off a confiderable booty, which they brought to 
Mofes and Eleazar; who ordered one fiftieth part of it 
to be cliftributed among the prielts, and another fiftieth to 
the Levites. 

In a little time after this defe&isn, Mofes was ordered Tkt Ifratl . 
to take an account of all the children of Ifrael that were Burn¬ 
able to bear arms, that is, from twenty years old and up- ter “ 1 - 
wards; Jofephua fays, from twenty to fifty; and thefe Yr.of FJ, 
were found to amount to fix hundred and one thoufand 8 9 6i 
feven hundred and thirty, befides the Levites, who being An,eChr - 
numbered from one month and upwards, amounted to ' 4S *' | 
twenty-three thoufand. This account was taken in the 
plain of Moab, near the river Jordan, over-againfl: Jericho; 
and it is fuppofed that the laft punilhment which befel 
the two thoufand four hundred adorers of the Midianitilh 
deity, made a total end of the murmuring generation, 


hie to reconcile the command 
to our ideas ot common juftice. 
Jofephus was fo well convinced 
that it could not be palliated 
by any arguments, that be has 
c hofen to fupprefs it wholly ; 
an argument, that he under¬ 
stood neither the Hebrew nor 
the Chaldee, cliche might eafi- 


]yhave fallen upon our fenfe of 
that command, as the Targum 
of Onkelos, Rabbi Salomon, 
and other Jews have done, as 
well as the learned Fagius, in 
his comment on the place, 
and others among the Cbrif- 
tians. 


which 
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which had been excluded entering the land of Canaan, 
beeaufe, upon examination, there was not one of them 
found in this new lift which Mofes took of the people, 
except Jofhua and Calebs. The numbering of the people 
was no fijoner finifhed, than Mofes received orders to di¬ 
rect -the diftribution of the Promifed Land among the 
tribes by lot; not into equal parts, but in proportion to 
the number of men in each tribe. As for that of Levi, 
it was not to have any inheritance with the reft, being 
otherwife provided for, as we have already fhewn (X). 
Mtfei mm- Immediately after this tranfaclion God commanded 
mandett to t0 afeend Nebo, which is one of the mountains 

ia f““ , that make that long ridge called Abarim, and take a view 
CaZai of the Promifed Land, \vhich he was not permitted to 
/run Nefo. enter becaufe he had mifhehaved in the defert of Zin ; 

and he was given to underhand that he Ihould die very 
foon in this mountain. Mofes was nothing furprifed at 
the news of his approaching death, which he only looked 

cNumb. xxvi. 64, 65. 


(X) When this order was 
publifhed, there came five of 
the daughters o( Zelophehad, 
of the tribe of Manallelj, the 
foil of Joteph, to petition 
Mofes and Eleazar for an in¬ 
heritance with their tattler's 
brethren, that his name might 
not be loft in Ifrnel, feeing he 
had left no fons, but was dead 
in the wildernels; not for any 
fedition, but had ftiared in the 
common fate with the reft. 
Their requeft was approved 
by God, and readily granted 
by Mofes, who allotted them 
a portion in their kindred’s in¬ 
heritance accordingly. Thqn 
God enafted a law, that, for 
the future, the eftates ot thofe 
who died without iflue male 
fliould be inherited by their 
daughters; and if they had no 
daughters, that then they 
Ihould go to the next of the 
male, and that failing, of the 

(1) Numb, xxvii. «, 2, & feq. 


female line (1). But there be¬ 
ing ftill fome doubt remaining, 
namely, whether the latter 
might marry out of their tribe, 
that of Manaffeh came to 
Mofes, and reprelented to him 
the inconveniency of fuclt 
marriages, feeing thofe lteir- 
eftes would carry their in¬ 
heritances into other tribes, 
which might, in procefs ot 
time, caufe a great deal of cun- 
fufion, and probably lcfteu 
one tribe and enrich another. 
This remonftrance was like- 
wife approved by God, who 
immediately declared, that 
neither thefe daughters of Ze- < 
lophehad, nor any heirelfes 
for the future Ihould marry 
out of their tribes, or even out 

df their own family. As for 
the other females, who had 
no inheritance, they were per¬ 
mitted to marry into what tribe 
theypleafed (2). 

(2) Numb, xxxvi, ad fin. 

upon 
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upon as a haven of repofe after a life of, the greateft 
trouble and fatigue. Neither was he folicitous to have 
his commiffion tranfmitted to his children, or in the ieaft 
difpleafed to fee his own fervant appointed his fuccelfor; 
but finding his end fo near, he made it his chief buiinefs, 
during thefe few remaining days of his life, to fettle 
things in the belt order he could efUbifh. The firft care 
he took was to have Jofliua confirmed his fuccelfor, in 
the molt public and l'olenin manner, to prevent any op- 
pofition from his own family after his death. To this 
end be brought him forth, in the light of all Ifrael, laid 
his hands upon him, and having prefented him to Elea- 
zar the bigh-prielt, and given him all neceflary directions, 
in particular that of conlulting God upon all emergencies, 
by the uriin and thummirn (C), he caufedhim tD be pro¬ 
claimed head and general of all Ifrael*. 


» Numb, xxvii. palf. 


As 


(C) As for this divine oracle 
of urim and thummirn, which, 
in the original, lignifies light 
and f erf-tv an ; and the Oep- 
tuaginr and Philo render by 
the words a fume and 
man/rftation and truth, as hav¬ 
ing thofe two dillinft virtues; 
it was not to be confulted by 
private perfons, but only by 
the judges, whiill Ifrael was 
governed by them, and after¬ 
wards by the kings, or fuch as 
Were fent by them ; or, ac¬ 
cording to the Talmudifls, by 
the ab-beth-din, or the head of 
the Sanhedrim, and even by the 
general in rime of war, as in 
the cafe ot Jolhua. Spencer, 
indeed, thinks, that the head 
°| the nation alone, and he in 
his perlbn, was allowed to 
confult the urim; but the 
contrary feems more probable, 
from David’s confulting the 
f-urd by Abiathar, before he 
“as fettled upon the throne. 
However that be, this ordi¬ 
nance of confulting by urim, 
wc, was not performed without 


great ceremony. The high- 
prieft, dretled in his pontifical 
robes, particularly his breaft- 
plate, went into the holy 
place, though not into the 
holy of holies, towards which 
he w«s only to turn his face 
when he enquired of the Lord. 
But how this divine oracle 
gave its anfwer, whether by 
the unufuai iuftre of the ftones 
in the breaff-plate, when the 
omen was favourable, and by 
their dimnefs in the contrary 
cafe, as Jofephus, and others 
after him, have imagined ; or 
by virtue of the name niH’s 
written or engraven in or be¬ 
tween the double breaft-plate; 
or thirdly, by the prominency 
of the letters engraved upon 
the twelve Hones of it, which 
the high-prieft, being then 
infpired, knew how to range fo 
as to give a true anfwer: or 
laflly, whether God anfwered 
the high-prieft viva voce, by 
an articulate voice from the 
mercy-feat, where the cheru¬ 
bim covered the ark of the 
tcflimonv. 


Caufei 
'Jofliua tt 
te fi -»* 
claimed Air 
juuejjir. 
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As fomewhat more than a month elapfed between 
Mofes’s receiving the intimation of his approaching death, 
and the day in which he expired, he fpent the bed part 
of that time in making fome farther regulations. Amongll 
other things, he had the pleafure to fee the twelve thou- 
fand men, whom he had detached, return from the total 
overthrow of tire Midianites, loaden with the rivheft fpoil, 
and to order the diftribution of it; one half of which he 
allotted tD the conquerors, and the other to thofe who 
had not gone to the war, referving, as we faid before, 
one fiftieth part of each for the priefts and Levites ; 
which diftribution feerns to have puffed afterwards into 
a law*. What added ftill more to his joy was, that the 
chief captains, upon a ftrifft enquiry, had not found one 
man miffing of all that whent upon this expedition ; a cir- 
cumftance, for which they were fo thankful, that they 
prefented to the Lord an offering of the gold rings, brace¬ 
lets, and ornaments they had taken, amounting to the 
weight of fixteen thoufand feven hundred and fifty Ihekels ■, 
all which was depofited by Eleazar in the tabernacle, as a 
monument of their gratitude. It is likewife fuppofed, 
that, during this interval, he diftributed the land of Si- 
hon and Og to the two tribes and half'. 

And now, as the Ifraelites were on the eve of entering 
the Promifed Land, hy appointed the limits of the coun¬ 
try which they were to conquer, and the diftribution of it 
by lot, according to God’s command ; and committed the 
whole care of it to Jofhua and Eleazar the high-prieft, rjt 
the head of the chiefs of every tribe. Some farther direc- 


s Vide Numb. xxxi. 30, Srfeqq. » Maccab. viii. 28. 
Ann. 
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teftimony, called, therefore, 
the oracle, we are not able to 
determine. All thefe opinions 
are conjedtures equally idle and 
unfatisfaftory. A certain Jew- 
ifii rabbi declared, that he was 
on the fafeft fide who roundly 
owned his ignorance of the 
matter. Huw long the urim 
and thummim continued is not 
difficult to decide: the Jews, 
in general, agree, that it laded 
no longer than the tabernacle. 
Wedo not meet with one fin- 
gle iaftance of the urim’t being 


confulted, from the building ot 
Solomon’s temple; on the 
contrary we read, that when 
Hilkiah, the high-prieft, tnund 
the book of die law in Joii.di’s 
reign, and that good king was 
not a little perplexed at the 
terrible threatening? pmiiounc 
ed againfl the tranfgreffors ot 
it, he fent to cunfult the p«>- 
phetefs Huldah about it; 3 
ftep which he needed not w 
have taken, had the urim Hi' 1 
fubfifted. 

titm* 
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tions were alfo given concerning the forty-eight cities, 
and their fuburbs, or father diftrifts, which were to be 
•allotted to the tribe of Levi; fix of thefe were to be 
cities of refuge for the manllayer; to which he added a 
permiffion to appoint three more, whenever the enlarge¬ 
ment of their borders fhould make it neceflary. We 
have given an account of them in a former fetdion. 

The nearer Mofes drew to his end, the more felicitous 
he was to complete his arduous talk. Accordingly, on 
the fifth day of the eleventh month, anfwering to our 
Saturday, February the 20th, of the fortieth year of the 
exod, the ifraelites being Hill encamped in the plain of 
Moab, he alfembled the people, and, in a long and pa¬ 
thetic fpeech, recapitulated to ttytm all that had happened, 
lince their departure out of Egypt, to that time. He alfo 
gave them to underftand, he had earneftly requefted of 
God that he might be permitted to enter the I'romifed 
Land, but that his prayer had not been able to prevail. 

He now diretted jolhua and the elders to erect a capa¬ 
cious altar, upon Mount Ebal, of unhewn (tones, covered 
with platter, upon which they (hould write a fair tran- 
Icript of all thefe laws, copies of which he delivered to 
the Levites to keep d ; to fet up the bleffings and curfes 
upon Mount Ebal and Mount Gerizzim, in full fight of 
all Ifrael, fix tribes of which, namely, Reuben, Gad, 
Adier, Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali, (hould Hand upon 
the former, and thofe of Simeon, Levi, Judah, Ifiachar, 
Jofeph, and Benjamin, on the latter; and that the people 
(hould alternately anfwer Amen to all the bltilings and 
curfes, when they fhould be fet up and proclaimed ; a 
ceremony which was accordingly performed in the govern¬ 
ment of Jolhua'. Finally, that there might be nothing 
wanting in thefe his laft inftruftions, he preferibed a kind 
of exhortation, to be pronounced aloud at the head of the 
army, by a pried: appointed for that purpofe, whenever 
they were going to engage their enemies, in order to 
mfpire the people with an unlhaken trud in God, and 
affurance of viftory. He ordered, likewife, that procla¬ 
mation (hould be made, at the fame time, by proper offi- 
cers, permitting not only all that had left netf wives, 
houfes, or vineyards unenjoyed, but even all fuch as were 
afraid of the battle, to return home, finally, he inftrudf- 
e d them in what manner they (hould behave towards thofe 
Cll aes that accepted of their proffered peace, and to thofe 

4 Dent, xivii. Sl Sc f e( j, xxx i. 9. « Jolh, viii. 33, Sc fcq. 
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by which it was rejected Thefe difpofitions being madei 
he foon after aflembled the whole nation men, women, 
and children, that they might renew the covenant which 
their fathers had made with God in Horeb ; and, as he 
enforced the obfervance of it by the moil engaging mo¬ 
tives, fo did he, at the fame time, endeavour to deter 
them from the breath of it, by fuch menaces, as proved 
no lefs than prophetical of thofe miferies they underwent 
in the fequel for their difobedience l . Having caufcd 
this covenant to be ratified by the whole aflembly, he 
commanded the Levites to depofit a copy of it, which he 
delivered to them, in the ark, and concluded with calling 
heaven and earth to witnefs for the truth of what they 
had heard from him, for,thc reafonablenefs of thofe laws 
which God had given them, and for the certainty of thofe 
bleflings or curies which would infallibly follow their 
obedience or apollacy. However, to fix thefe important 
truths more ftrongly in their minds, he compofed a pfalm 
or canticle, in which they are expreffed. This being read 
before all the people, he delivered it to Jofhua, to be 
learned by heart by them and their pofterity h . 

The letlure of it being ended, Mofes delivered a du¬ 
plicate of the laws to be preferved in the ark, with an 
order, that this latter fhould be publicly read, before 
the whole aflembly, aft the feall of the tabernacles, every 
fabbatic or feventh year. 

And now his talk being at an end, he had nothing left 
to do but to gather the tribes about him, and to pronounce 
his prophetic blefling. 

This being finifhed, he went up, in the light of all 
Ifracl, to Mount Nebo, from the fummit of which he 
beheld all the land which God had proroifed to Abra¬ 
ham’s pofterity. Jofephus adds 1 , that he was accom¬ 
panied by Jofhua, Eleazar, and the feventy, to the Mount; 
and that, whilft the two laft were taking their forrowful 
farewel of him, a cloud conveyed him away to a certain 
valley; but the text feems rather to intimate, that he 
went up alone ; be that as it will, the author of this lad 
chapter, whoever he was, allures us, that he died imme¬ 
diately after, and that the Lord conveyed him into a val¬ 
ley in the land of Moab, over-againft Beth-Peor, and 
there buried him in, fo private a place, that his fepulchre 

l Deut. xxix. paff. ■> Deut. x* 11, 

1 Ant, lib, ir. cap, 8, 


f Deut. xx. per tot. 
&xxxi,xxxii. ad ver. 45. 
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was not known at the time of his writing k (D). His 
death happened on the firft day (according to Jofephus 
and archbifliop Uffier *, or on the feventh, according to 
the generality of the latter Jews”) of the twelfth month, 
which is called Adar, and in the hundred and twentieth 
of his age, the laft forty of which he had fpent in the 
government of the Ifraelites. The people mourned for 
him one whole month, according to the cuftom of the 
nation for the death of any eminent perfon; after which 
Jofhua entered into his office, and foon after into the land 
of Canaan, as ffiall be (hewn in the next feflion (E). 

Before we difmifs this fetlion, it will be expedited that 
wc fhou'.d give feme account of the order and manner of 
encamping of the Ifraelites in the wilderncfs, becaufe if 
is not only curious but ufeful, in order to underfland 
feveral places of .Scripture that allude to it, both in the 
Old and New Teftament. 

The text tells us, that “ they were to pitch their tents, 
every man by his own camp, tribe, and itandard, through¬ 
out the whole hoft : that the tribe of Levi was to encamp 
round the tabernacle, and have the charge and cultody 

k Pent, xxxiv. 6. 1 Ant. & An ubi fnpra. m Vide 

SrdarHobm Rab. cap. x. Maimon. Pi afar, ail Mifnaioth, 4 c. 


(D) Nothing is plainer from 
the text, than that Mofes did 
really die and was buried ; but 
fonie wife Jews and Chriflians 
believe he was tranllatcd into 
heaven. St. Jude mentions 
a conteif which the archangel 
Michifltl had with the devil 
about lus body. This circum- 
ftance feems, in all probability, 
to be quoted by the apoflle 
from an apocryphal book, in¬ 
tituled ntfl apatKy-J /itlf M ivcrt^j 
of the AjTumption of Mofes, fome- 
thing like which we find in 
fome Jewifh writings. Other 
rabbies, though they believe 
that he was fo far dead, as that 
there was a reparation of foul 
and body, yet deny his dying 
a common death, becaufe he is 
faid to have died “ according 
to the word of the Lord;” but 

Vol. II. 


in’the literal fenfe, “ upon 
the mouth ot ihe Lord front 
which exprellion they con¬ 
clude, that Mofes, having 
begged of God not to deliver 
up his foul to the angel of 
death, breathed ir out in a kifs, 
which the Lord was pleafed to 
give him. As to his writings, 
befidcs the Pentateuch, which 
is generally received by Jews 
and Chrillinns as penned by 
him, thcie have been fome 
other works attributed to him, 
though without any cettaimy. 

(E) In the mean time it 
may be proper to obl’ervc, that 
the ceremony of circunicifion 
was difeontilined during the 
whole time that the Ifraelites 
abode in the wildernefs, an 
omiilion for which no proper 
reafon can be well adigned. 


of 
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pf it 1 .” This area compofed not a perfect fquare, becaufe 
the tabernacle and its court were oblong, much lefs a cir¬ 
cle, as fome have fancied it, from the words round about 
taken too literally, but an oblong-fquare, in the center oi 
which was the tabernacle and its court, in length a hun¬ 
dred, and in breadth fifty cubits Parallel to each oi 
the four fides of it, and at a proper diftance between it 
and the other tribes, was that of Levi; along the eaft end 
was Eleazar the high-prieft, with the reft of the family of 
Aaron at the head of the four clalfes of Levites. As for 
Mofes’ pavilion, all that he has told us of it, is only that 
it ftood on the fame fide with thofe of Aaron’s children"; 
jhuugh we may reafonably fuppofe, that it was in the moft 
honourable place of the whele camp, as he was their chief 
and law-giver, and neareft the tabernacle, to which he 
was obliged tD repair upon all emergencies. On the weft 
fide were the Gerfhonites under Eliafaph the fon of Lad, 
in number feven thqufand five hundred The Koha- 
thites, under Elizaphan, the fon of Ufiel, in number 
eight thoufand fix hundred: and laflly, the Merarites, 
under Zuriel, the Ton of Abihail, in number fix thoufand 
two hundred; and thefe two lalt encamped along the fouth 
and north fides. All thefe together made an army of 
twenty-two thoufand three hundred. Each of thefe had 
their particular funftionS and charges allotted to them, 
both as to the worfhip of God and the cuftody of the 
tabernacle, with all its apparatus p . 

As the tribe of I evi conflituted four fmall bodies on 
each fide the tabernacle; fo did the other twelve make 
four large camps parallel to them, each body confining of 
thiee tribes. That of Judah, whether becaufe it was the 
fnofl: confiderable, muftering feventy-four thoufand fix 
hundred fighting men, or in confideration of the feeptre, 
®r the Meffiah, promifed to it, held the port of honour, 
and encamped on the eafl fide behind the priefts, at the 
head of two other tribes; namely, that of Iffachar, con- 
tiffing of fifty-four thoufand four hundred, and that of 
Zebulun of fifty-feven thoufand four hundred men ; fo 
that this body amounted to one hundred eighty-fix thou¬ 
fand four hundred fighting men s : but whether he en¬ 
camped on the right hand of the other two tribes, as the 
Jews think, or, which is more probable, feeing he was, 

.1 Numb. i. j», Arfeq. ii- i, 1, Sc feq. ">Exod. xx*ii. 

1 Numb, iii, j8, • Ibid, 14. r Numb, iv. per tot. 

t Ibid. ii. J.—5. 
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as it were, their head and general, in the centre betwixt 
them, is neither certain nor material; the fame may beTaid 
aHo of the heads of the other three bodies. 

Reuben was at the head of the next body, and his camp 
cut the fouth fide ; his tribe confided of forty-fix thoufand 
five hundred men ; and Simeon with fifty-nine thoufand 
three hundred ; and Gad with forty-five thoufand fix hun¬ 
dred and fifty, marched under his banners this divifion con¬ 
fided of one hundred fifty-one thoufand four hundred 
and fifty. 

■ The next was Ephraim at the head of forty thoufand 
' five hundred of his own tribe, under whom Manafieh led 
thirty-two thoufand two hundred, and Benjamin thirty- 
five thoufand four hundred, in all one hundred and eight 
thoufand one hundred ; thefe encJmped on the wefi fide. 

The lafi was the tribe of Dan, amounting to fixty-two 
thoufand feven hundred, with that of Afher, confiding 
of forty one thoufand five hundred, and Naphtali of fif¬ 
ty-three thoufand four hundred in all one hundred fifty- 
feven thoufand five hundred and fifty, and thefe were on 
the north fide of the tabernacle. Thus the Ifraelitifli hoft 
amounted to fix hundred and three thoufand five hundred 
and fifty fighting men, exclufive of the Levitcs. To which 
if we add the old men above fixty, and the young men 
under twenty, their wives, daughters, fervants, Haves, 
and llrangers, which amounted to little lefs than three 
millions, their va(t number of cattle, waggons, and other 
lumber, the lealt fpace that can be allowed for fuch a 
prodigious camp mult be twenty miles, though we fup- 
pofe the fpaccs between each tribe to have been much 
lefs than the Jewilh dotlors affirm (N). 

Thefe four large divifions Had each their general Band- 
aril, to which their own and the other tribes were to re¬ 
pair ; under thefe were twelve more, one to eveiy tribe 5 
and under thefe again were thofe of all the heads Df fa¬ 
milies, amounting to fifty-feven, according to Mofes’s 
own account k . What the colours, emblems, and de¬ 
vices of thefe enfigns were, neither Mofcs nor any in- 
fpired writer has recorded. 

k Numb. ij. & xxvi. pafT. 

fN) This prodigious army vine Majefty ;” the next the 
is by the ancient Jews called camp of Levi,' or “ little hoft 
threefold, whereof the taber- of the Lord,” and tbe krgeft 
hade, with*its precindt, is “the camp of Ifrael, or the 
called “ the camp of the di- great hoft. , 

Vox,. II. *Z tbev 
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They had likewife a feparate camp for lepers, for thole 
who had running fores, or any infirmities of that nature, 
or had defiled themfelves by touching a dead body,'and 
the like j all thefe were excluded from the great encamp¬ 
ment. 

With refpefl to the order of their decamping, march¬ 
ing, and engaging in battle, as they are more particularly 
deferibed by Mofes, we lhall content ourfelves with men¬ 
tioning the principal heads relating to each, and removing 
fome few difficulties that occur ; and refer our readers, for 
a more circumftantial detail, to the text itfelf, and to 
thofe who have treated of them more at large '. 

In their decamping, whilft in the wildernefs, the firft 
thing they were to obferve, was the fignal from the mira¬ 
culous pillar, of which we have already fpoken -, which 
Mofes immediately took care to communicate throughout 
the camp, by means of two filver trumpets. Thefe were 
alfo ufed for other fignals, fuch as calling the elders to the 
tabernacle, proclaiming anniverfary feftivals, and the 
like ; and thefe were differently founded, according to the 
fignal they were to give. As foon, therefore, as the firft 
fignal was given for marching, every tribe began to pre¬ 
pare ; and this preparation took up fome confiderablc 
time, efpecially with refpebt to the priefts and Levites, 
who had the tabernacle with all its utenfils, to take 
down, cover and pack up ; part of which was fet upon 
waggons made for that purpofe, and part carried upon 
men’s fhoulders. • The Levites having got every thing 
ready for the march, the fecond fignal was given ; then 
all that bore arms repaired to tbeir feveial ftandards, 
whilft the invalids, women, children, and carriages, ai- 
fembled in the rear. Upon the next fignal, the tribe of 
Judah, at the head of the other two that belonged to his 
camp, began to march; and thefe were followed, accord¬ 
ing to the moft general opinion, by the Gerfhonites and 
Merarites, who guarded the waggons loaded with the 
boards, pillars, &c. belonging to the tabernacle. Upon 
the next fignal, Reuben, and his two tribes, began to 
move; after whom proceeded the Kohathites, bearing 
the ark, altar, table, and other utenfils upon their ffioul- 
ders; fo that by the time thefe were at their journey’s 
end, the Gerlhonites and Merarites had fet up tne taber¬ 
nacle, and got all things ready for their reception. The 
ark, and its bearers, were guarded by the tribes of Ephra¬ 


im, 


* Bafnagc, ubi fupra, chap. 19. 
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inii Benjamin, and Manafieh. Laft of all came the tribes 
of Dan, A flier, and Naphtali, efcorting the invalids, 
thaTmone might be left behind. For which realun this 
body is called the rear-ward, or as our margins mure pro¬ 
perly name it, “ the gathering hull f (O).” 

Concerning their order of battle and method of fight¬ 
ing, we have nothing certain but what has been occafion- 
ally mentioned before. One prieft was anointed to be 
confulted by urim, inftead of the high-prielt, who nerer 
went to the vi'ars ; the amercol, or exhorting prieft, is 
thought to be the fame with the former by fome authors e, 
ami his fpeech (at lead the fubftance of it) has been pre¬ 
ferred to us by the ancient Jews (P). All that we can fay 

f Joth vi. 9. Vide Munft. in loc. Goodwin’s Mof, tc Aaron, 
lib. vi. tap. 4, art. 3. See alfo Numb, x. n, tc feqq. « Caimet 
Sc Bafnagc, ubi fupra. 

(O) However, it is plain, 
that this order was not always 
oblerved ; for, firlt, as to the 
ark, there are fome places 
where it is {aid to have gone 
before, upon fome emergen¬ 
cies (1); and with refpeft to the 
whole body, thotlgh they kept 
this order of marching in co¬ 
lumns, as often as the lands 
through which they pafled, 
would permit; yet when they 
crofled mountains, they were 
often forced to make their way, 
fome over heights, and other 
difficult ground, preferring 
Hill the bell order they could 
for their own fafcty. All that 
can be added upon this fubjeft 
is, that when the ark was tak¬ 
ing up for the march, Mofes 
ufed to fay, “ Arife, O Lord, 
and let thine enemies be fcat- 
tcred; and, let them tba thate 
thee flee before thee.” And 
when the prieib fet it down, 
he laid, “ Return, O Lord, 
unto the many thoufands of If- 

(1) See Numb. x. 33. Jolh. iii. 6. (») Numb. x. 35, 3S. 
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rael(j).” Thefe words are ftil! 
ufed by the Jews, when they 
fetch the roll of the law out of 
its repofitory, and when they 
carry it thither again. 

(P) Among other remark¬ 
able exprrffions in this fpeech 
were t(iofe that follow; “Hear, 
O Ifrael,—you are now going 
to engage, not againlt your 
brethren, not one tribe againlt 
another, by whom if you 
chanced to be taken, you 
might expeft to be ufed with 
mercy :—but againlt your ene¬ 
mies, into whole hands if ic 
be your misfortune to fall, you 
mull expeft no quarterlec 
not your courage fail you ; let 
not the neigning of their 
horfes, the brightnefs of their 
fpears, the clattering of their 
ffiields, or che found of their 
trumpets dilheartenyou.—God 
is in the midll of you your 
foes come againil you with an 
arm of flelh, but you trull in 
the itrength of the Almighty.” 
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Thtir man- farther on this head with any certainty, is, that as foon a* 
urtf tn- the trumpets had given the fignal for the engagement, the 
faging, combatants raifcd a great (hout, and fell immediately fip'on 
their enemies *. 


SECT. VII. 

f he Hiflory of the Jews under Jofhua. The Conquejl 
and Partition of the Land of Canaan. 

Yr. of Fl. , T HE IfraelitHh camp continued- at Shittim, near the 
*97. * Jordan, in fight of the land of Canaan, during the 

Ante Chr. days of mourning for Mofes ; and the people were only 
'45■■ waiting for the fignal to,pafs that river, when their new 
general received frefh and repeated promifes of the divine 
afliftance in the conqueft of the Promifed Land h . 

7<weJ)>iti His firft care was, to make choice of two proper per- 
fimtoje- fons to go privily to the land of Jericho, and examine 
ride j what condition thtir cities and people were in. Thefe 
fpies having croffed the Jordan, went and lodged at the 
teottaled houfe of an innkeeper called Rahab (QJi where they had 
*7 Rahab. not been long, before a ftrifit fearch was made after them, 
'by order of the alarmed king of Jericho. Their fe'ar, how¬ 
ever, was foon difpelled by theit hoftefs, who font away 
the fearchers, by telling them out of her window, that 
two (trangers had indeed tcfrelhed themfelves at her 
houfe, but that they were gone, and might be eafily over¬ 
taken, if clofely purfueri. Their backs were no fooner 
turned, than (lie went to the two fpies, to whom (he 
freely owned the panic dread that had ftized not only 
that city, but all the land of Canaan, at the news of 
what the God of Ifrael had done in favour of their na¬ 
tion, both at the Red Sea, and againft thofe kingdoms, 
which- they had fo lately conquered. She faid for her 
own part, being fully perfuaded, that he was the only 
true God, againft wnofe decrees all oppolition would be 
vain and dangerous, (he was now ready to fave them from 

a Vide Cun. & Good wiD, obi fupra. a Jofh. j. per tot. 

(Q). We have ventured to fignifies an innkeeper, as well as 
give Rihab a more favourable a harlot; for it is derived from 
appellative than moft verfions fbe root zon, which fignifies 
have done, who make no feru- to give food., and is thefemi- 
ple to call her a harlot, though nine participle adtive of that 
it is plain, that the word zonah verb, 
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their imminent danger, upon condition they would fwear 
toj^ve her and her family, when they became matters of 
the city. The two fpies, who in the condition they were 
in, would have purchafed their fafety upon much harder 
terms, gave her all the defired aflurance, that not only 
fhe and her family, but all that were found in her houfe 
at the taking of the city, fhould be exempted from the 
common ruin. She therefore kept them concealed dur¬ 
ing the remaining part of the time under fome hempen 
flacks, and about midnight let them down by a rope 
out of one of her back windows, which was contiguous 
to the city wall, after fhe had charged them to keep them- 
felves concealed in fome cliff of the neighbouring mouni 
tains for two or three days, till, their purfuers fliould be 
returned home. Before they took their leave, they agreed, 
that fhe fliould hang a fcarlet line out of her window as a 
fignal to them, and a fafeguarri to her houfe. The rifle 
they had run put a flop to their farther progrefs j and 
what they had learned at Jericho, made it as needlefs as 
dangerous; fo that they returned to their camp on the 
third day, where they related to Joflma ail that had hap¬ 
pened to them in their excurfion. 

The confternation which, they told him, had over- 
fpread the whole land, was univerfally looked upon as a 
fure omen of their future fuccefs.. Jofhua failed not to 
improve it, by affuring them, that it waB God himfelf 
who had ftruck theirenemies with fuch a terror; and that 
they had now nothing to do, but to fight valiantly under 
his banner and protection. He then reminded the two 
tribes and a half of their former promife of aflifting their 
brethren in the conqueft of the land. But as thofe tribes 
compofed an army of a hundred thoufand fighting men, 
Jofhua contented himfelf with lefs than one half, and left 
the reft to defend their new pofleflions and families. He 
then caufed it to be proclaimed through the camp, that 
they fhould pafs the Jordan within three days; during 
which time they fhould make p/ovifion of victuals, feeing 
the manna was to ceafe as foon as they had fet foot on 
the other fhore. Thefe precautions being taken,he gave 
the fignal for marching from Shittim to the neighbour¬ 
ing banks of that river, where, as foon as they wete en¬ 
camped, be fent and communicated every tnbe*the or¬ 
der to be obferved in this folemn march. The priefts 
bearing the ark were to begin the proceflion ; and as foon 
as their feet, touching the water, had opened a miracu¬ 
lous w ay to them, each tribe was to follow in the fame 
' Z 3 order 
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order" as they had obferved in all their marches, keeping 
however the awful diftance prefcribed of two thoufand 
cubits, from that facred fymbol of the divine prelence, 
whilfl thofe that bore it were to continue in the middle of 
the river, tilt the whole hoft of Ifrael fhould have reached 
the other fide. 

To infpirc the people with a (till greater regard for this 
wonderful paflage, they were commanded to fan£tify 
themfelves, as had been formerly done upon fuch folemn 
occafionsj and Jofhua charged every tribe to fend a man 
to him to beready to execute fuch orders as he fliould give 
them on the morrow. At the dawn, the priefts began 
their march towards the river, and the people made them¬ 
felves ready to follow them in two columns, one above, 
ind the other below the ark. As foon, therefore, as the 
priefla that bare the ark had touched the extremity of the 
Hream, God, who had promifed to fignalize their new 
general here, in as miraculous a manner as he had diftin- 
guifhed their old leader at the Red Sea, caufed the wa¬ 
ters of the river from above to retire, and rife up in heaps 
far beyond the city of Adam, which is by that of Zaretan, 
whilft thofe below, continuing their enurfe towards the 
Sea of the Plain, otherwife called the Salt or Dead Sea, 
opened a paflage of about fixteen or eighteen miles to the 
Israelites, till they bad all fafely palled. 

During all the time of their palling, the priefts remained 
with the ark in the midft of the river, and waited only for 
Jolhua’s orders when to come out, and join the reft of the 
camp. But Jofhua, whtj defigned to perpetuate the me¬ 
mory of this wonderful tranfa&ion, commanded them to 
Hand, till he had made thofe twelve men, whom he had 
diredled to wait about him, take twelve large Hones, one 
for each tribe, and lay them on one heap in the place 
where the ark flood, fo that they might be feen afterwards 
from each flmre, when the waters of the river were 
abated. At the fame time, he directed them to take up 
twelve other Hones from the bottom of the river, and to 
ereft a monument with them on the bank. This work 
being performed, the priefls had orders to march with the 
ark, and leave the waters to refume their ufual courfe. 
From this place, Jofhua commanded the van-guard, which 
con lifted of the forty thoufand men of the tribes of Reuben, 
Gad, and half Manafleh, to march towards the plains of 
Jericho | thefe were loon followed by the reft of the army, 
and encamped at Gilgal, about fcven or eight miles 
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from Jordan, and about three or four from the City of 
Jericho b . 

"In the mean time, the feaft of the Failover drew nigh, 
unto which no uncircumcifed perfon was to be admitted, 
under, the fevereft penalties •, and yet that ceremony had 
been intermitted during their forty years wandering, as 
has been lately hinted ; it was therefore neceffarv, be- Oretmti- 
fore all things, that it ihould be renewed out of hand: '”'«««v 
wherefore, Joihua was commanded to fee it immediately 
performed ; and God, highly pleafed with their obedi¬ 
ence, told them, that he had now removed, or rolled 
away from them the reproach of Egypt; that is, that he 
no longer looked upon them as uncircumcifed Egyptians, 
but as his own people ; in memory of which tranfaftion, 
the place was called Gilgal, or rolling. 

It was happy for them that they enjoyed the immediate 
and miraculous proteftion of heaven, otherwife this ope¬ 
ration performed on their whole hod, would have difablcd 
them for feme time from ufing their arms in their own 
defence, confequently rendered them an eafy prey to their 
enemies. The Ifraelites being thus qualified, were per¬ 
mitted to keep the feall of the Paflover. 

In this place it was, that God, or his angel appeared Cod op¬ 
to Jofhua in the lhape of a warrior, Handing at fome dif- P tars '• 
tance from him with a drawn fword. Jofhua being fur- 
prifed to fee a man Hand fo near him in that hoftile pof- 
ture, afked him, whether he was for or againd Ifracl ? 

Upon his anfwering, that he was the captain of the Lord’s 
hoft, the other fell down at his feet, and worshipped him, 
and in the humbled terms expreffed his readinefs to receive 
his commandsThe Lord was pleafed to dire£t the 
wonderful manner in which he would have Jericho be- 
fteged, that the red of the Canaanites might be made fen- 
fible, that it was not an arm of flefh that fought againd 
them. 

We have already given fome account of the fiege and 
reduftion of this place in the hidorv of Canaan. All 
that needs be added here, is, that the city, into which 
great numbers out of the neighbouring villages had re¬ 
tired, fome to defend it, and others to fave themfelves, 
had been clofely fhut up by order of the king, who com¬ 
manded there in perfon; and that on the feventh day, 


s Jof. iv. is, i], 
per lot. 
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which was the fabbath, the circumve&ion of the ark was 
repeated feven times, with the ufual folemnity 3 the prjffts 
founding with the rams-horns, and the fame guard of 
armed men marching before and after it, as on the firft 
fix days. As foon as the feventh circuit was performed, 
the found of the trumpets was accompanied with an uni- 
verfal fhout of all the befiegers ; and this was followed 
by the fall of the city-wall, opening a way into it, at 
which every man mounted the breach that was neareft. 
Their firft care was to convey Rahab and all her family 
out of the cj{y. Thefe were no fooner fafely withdrawn, 
than the Israelites maffacrcd all the men, women, chil¬ 
dren, and cattle that were found in it; after which 
llaughter, having fei?.ed f upon all the gold, filver, brafs, 
and other bafer metals, and depofited them in the trea- 
fury, they fet the place on fire, and levelled it to the ground. 
Jofliua added a prophetic curfe on the man thatfhould after¬ 
wards attempt to rebuild it, importing, that he fhould lay 
the foundation of it in his firft-born, and fet up its gates 
in his youngeft fon d 3 by which expreflion the Jews under- 
ftand, that all his children fhould die an untimely death 
before he had finifhed the work. This curfe, it feems, 
was literally fulfilled about five hundred and fifty years 
after, by Hiel, the Bethelite, who laid the foundation of 
it in his eldeft fon Ahiram, and fet up its gates in his 
youngeft fon, Segub'(C). Such was the fatal end of Je¬ 
richo, which Mofes chofe to call by the name of the City 
of Palm-trees on account of the great number of them that 
grew in the adjacent plains. Jofephus adds, that the tree, 
from which flowed the beft balm of Gilead, grew in its 
neighbourhoods, f ro m whofe fragrancy it is fuppofed to 
have been named Jericho, which in the original, fignifies 
odour. As for Rahab and her family, they had a place 
aifigned them out of the Ifraelitifh camp ; and fhe was 
foon after incorporated into their commonwealth, by her 
embracing the Jewifli religion, and her marriage,to Sal¬ 
mon, head of the tribe of Judah. 

4 Jolh, *i. per tot. • 1 Kings avi, ver. ulf. 1 Deur. 

xxxiv. j. i Jofeph. de Bell. lib. v. cap. 4. 

(C) In this interval, how- Jericho in David’s days (j). So 
ever, betwixt Jothua and Hiel, that one would be apt to think 
we rerad of the City of Palm- there was a iniftake luioewhcre 
trees in Eglon’s time( i), and of in the hillory. 

(1) Judg. iii, I). (1) a Sam. x. 45. 

In 
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In the mean time Jofhua, confidering the time that 
ths^paking and dividing of future conquefts would take, 
during which his numerous army muft be fupplied with 
proviiions, chofe.to make that fruitful plain his head 
quarters, from whence he might conftantiy fend detach¬ 
ments to invade other territories, till they had fo far en¬ 
larged their own, as to admit of a diftribution among the 
tribes which were not fettled till fix years after this event 
He began with fending a detachment of three thoufand TAi I/raif- 
men againit the king of Ai, whofe capital was about ten ‘leertpnl/td 
or twelve miles diftant from Jericho, where ^ey received at ' 
an unexpefted repulfe. This fmall check fo damped the 
people’s courage, that Jofhua was forced to have recourfe 
to God, who immediately anfwejedby urim, that a facri- 
lege had been committed, and ordered him to difeover 
the guilty perion by lot (1)), and puniih him with 
immediate death. Jofliua loll no time, and having call 
lots from the tribes to the families, Achan the fon of 
Carmi, of the tribe of Judah, was found to be the guilty 
perfon, who,*dt the general's requeft, confeffed, that he 
had concealed fome of the accurfed plunder of Jericho. 

His crime was no fooner verified by the fearch that was Achan': 
made in his tent, than he and all he had were conveyed enmt fn- 
to the adjacent valley, which was from? that time called "’fled. 
the Valley of Achor, or trouble, and there ftoned to 
death ; after which execution, they reared up a heap of 
ftones for a monument of his crime 

' Jotti. vii. per tot. 

(D) How thefe lots were family, &c. However that be, 
call, is neither clear from the lawfulnefs of this way of 
Scripture, nor explained by calling lots cannot be denied, 
commentators, though we have feeing it was not only counte- 
a great many infiances of their nanced, if not prefcribed,by 
being made ufe of by the Jews, God, but afterwards praftiled 
as well aB others. Jofephus ( i) by theapoftles(r) ; though rhe 
only fays, that it was done be- heathcnifti fuperfiition, which 
fore the high-prieft and fe- fince mixed itfelf with it, and 
venty elders. Other Jews add, the vile purpofes to which it 
that "they were made to pafs’ was put, hath made it exceed- 
before the ark, and that the ing dangerous, if not altoge- 
high prieft was dlrefted by the ther criminal, 
urim to pitch upon the tribe, 


(a) Afts i. ver. ult. 

The 


fa) Vide Jof. Antiq lib. v. cap, i. 
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The army being thus purged, they had much better 
fuccefs, not only in their next expedition againfl Ai, but 
alfo againfl the whole land, the conquefl of whictT’was 
(though not perfe£fly) finished in fix years. But as we 
have given an account of it in a former part, we fliall 
only mention two miraculous tranfaflions which happened 
at this time; namely, the flopping the courfe of the fun 
by Jofhua, and the remarkable rain of hail-ftones that did 
fuch terrible execution upon the confederate army of the 
Canaanites, both whicHUvems happened on the fame day. 
Many, otherwife learned men, among the Chriflians, 
have fcruple^l to fall in with the Copernican fyflem, upon 
a notion, that it is directly contrary to feveral exprefs 
teftimonies of holy writ, amongfl which this of the fun 
and moon {landing (till is [flrenuoufly urged by them; 
whiHl others, from a contrary principle, have been in¬ 
duced to queflion the authority of the Bible, becaufe it fa¬ 
voured fo abfurd a fyllem as that of Ptolemy is now ge¬ 
nerally allowed and proved to be. Alphonfo, king of 
Naples, faid, that “if the fyflem of the e*rth’s Handing 
Hill were true, the whole univerfe was but a bungling 
piece of mechanifm f (E)” 

As the cafe is undoubtedly miraculous, there is no¬ 
thing farther to be faid; however, a great number of 
authors, both Jews and Chriflians, have ranfacked their 
brains to find out more f»tisfa£lory folutions, though with 
fo little circumfpeftion and fuccefs, that they have mul¬ 
tiplied the difficulties, which they endeavoured to re¬ 
move *. 

The fhower of flones hath likewife proved a flumbling- 
block to many fcrupulous enquirers. The text exprefsly 
.declares that “ the Lord caufed great Hones to fall, or to 
be caft upon them, and many more died by the abne ha- 
barad, the kail-Jiones, than by the fword.” This lafi ex- 
preffion hath induced the Septuagint, and after them, 
Jofephus, and the author of Ecclefiaflicus, to believe 


1 Bacon's Apophthegms. f Vide Chali). Paraph. R. Levi 

Ben.Geifh. Ic al. Mmilt. in loc, Calmet. Diflcit, Jof. Sc Dav. 
Kirnchi. Maimooid.More Nevoch. part ii. cap. 39 . Grot. Tract. 
Theolog. Folitie. cap. a, Feirer.Frzadamit.lib.lv. cap. 6. Lr 
Clerc poll Maimon. 

(E) The words literally run Ion s” and in the next verfe 
thus: “Sun, be thou filent it is faid, that they ‘‘ Hood 
in, or upon Gibeon, and thou Hill ” accordingly. 

(noon in the Valley of Aja- 
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it was real hail, of more than ordinary iize, in which 
th$jc is nothing but what is agreeable enough to the ge¬ 
nius of the tongue. But on the other hand, it is certain, 
that it is fo far from being the obvious meaning, that the 
word hail feems rather to be ufed here to exprefs the vaft 
quantity, prodigious fore vehemence, and execution of 
thofe Hones which then fell s and the expreflion of “ fly¬ 
ing and falling as thick as hail,” is not only common to 
all the ancient, but is likewife retained in molt modem 
languages; for which reafon, Serai learned men have 
underltood it of a miraculous (howerof real (jtones, as be¬ 
ing the molt eafy and natural meaning of the text. 

We return now to Joihua, whom Providence had by 
this time fo far fignalized, not jnly by the two miracles 
lait mentioned, but by the palfage of the Jordan, and the 
deltruftion of Jericho, that the terror of his arms, foon be¬ 
came fo formidable to all the Canaanites, that great part 
of them abandoned their country, and fled, tome into 
Afia, others into Africa, to avoid the confequence of his 
vengeance (F). All thefe circumftances greatly facilitated 
the conqueft of the country, which was, in fome meafure, 
completed in lefs than feven years, and divided among the Tht Und 
tribes by lot, in the manner we have Ihewn in the geogra- 
pliy of Paleftine. Caleb, the fon of Jephunneh, was ifll- ^ r ’ 
mediately put in pofleffion of the mountainous parts of ^ n *°chr, 

J udah, and of Hebron, which had been afCgned to him I+44 ., 

y God : then the tribe of Judah, of which he was chief, . .— • 

that of Ephraim, and the other half tribe of Manafleh, had 
likewife their feveral alignments. Joihua having fent pro¬ 
per perfons to furvey the land, and to bring him an ac¬ 
count of it, whilft he and the reft of the tribes were a£- 
fembled at Shiloh; he divided to each their portion, ac¬ 
cording to their refpedlive lots } then he had the territory 
of Timnath-Serah, in the mountains of Ephraim, allotted 


; (F) This faft the learned 
Bochart hath taken great pains 
to prove j though ohuckford 
feems not, altogether fo Well 
fatisfied with his arguments. 
We have not room to enter 
into the merit of the contro- 
verfy ; but if there be any 
truth in the inferiprion, which 
Procopius, who lived in the 
reign of the emperor Jultinian, 


tells us was engraved on fome 
pillars, near the place where 
Tangier now Hands, importing 
that thofe who fet them up 
were the fugitive! from the 
face of that great robber Jo¬ 
ihua, the fon of Nun, be of 
any weight, there will be no 
doubt made, that great multi- 
tudea fled from the conquering 
(word of the Hebrew general. 

fo 
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for Tib own inheritance by the whole people ; and there 
he buiit the city of that name, and made it his chie^re- 
fidence during the remainder of his life. 

Miti tf -H'* next care was to appo' nt three cities of refuge on 
s/ttgr, this fide Jordan •, and thofe likewife which were to be al¬ 
lotted to the prieits and Levites, in number forty-fix, 
which we have already fpoken of elfewhere. As for the 
altar, fet up on Mount Ebal; the bleflings and cuifes on 
that, and Mount Gcrizapi; together with an epitome of 
the Mofaic law k ; all ®fe matters had been tranfatted 
foon after the deftruftion of Jericho and Ai, and before 
ft. of FI. his victory over the Canaanites. Soon after this event, 
901- he inade that treaty with the Gibeonites, by which they 
(Ute Chr. f a ved themfelves from the common deftru£lion. He had 
,447 * now nothing to do, but to difmifs the two tribes and a 
half, which had been feated on the other fide the Jordan. 
Having accompanied and affifted their brethren in the 
conqueft of Canaan, they now begged leave to return 
to their families. Jolhua readily complied with their re- 
queft, and caufed them to be honourably difmifled by 
the heads of the tribes; but in their return homeward. 
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before they landed on the Dther fide the Jordan, they re¬ 
folved to ere£t an altar of a prodigious fize upon the bor¬ 
der of that river, in order to perpetuate the memory of 
the relation they bore to the other .tribes, and of the won¬ 
ders which God had wrought in their favour. 

This laudable deficit was fo far miftaken, however, by 
fofttua, and the rdf of the people, that they took great 
umbrage at it, infomuch that he afiemblecl the heads at 
Shiloh, Where it was refolved to commence a bloody war 
againft them, in cafe they did not difculpate themfelves 
from the crime of rebellion and apoftacy, which this new 
altar had given caufe to fufpctl them guilty of. He ac» 
cordingly deputed ten of the chiefs, with Phinehas, the 
high-prieft's fon, at their head, to go and enquire into the 
reafonof their ere&ing the altar; feeing they could not 
be igoora at, how exprefsly they had been forbid by God 
to oner up facri files any where, but at the place which 
he himfelffhould appoint; and to declare to them that in 
cafe they had formed any fuch fchifmatical defign, the 
other dine Were refolved to oppofe it with all their 
eoijjht. /" 1 ‘ ^ . 

rhinchat failed not to deliver his meflage in the 
ferangeii terms, audio remind them of the danger which 


*> Bent, xxvii, 4, & ftqq. 
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the introdu&ion of any new worfhip would expofe thetrt 
to j but was agreeably furprifed to hear them take God to 
witftbfs, that they had not built that fumptuous altar with 
a view of offering facrifices upon it; but on the contrary* 
to prevent their pofterity’s being debarred, in procefs of 
time, the privilege of coming and offering them at the 
place which God fhould appoint, under pretence that 
Providence had feparated them from the commonwealth 
of Ifrael, by fetting the river Jordan as a barrier between 
them. Their anfwer was cou<feed in fuch fubmiffive. 
terms, and accompanied with fuch plain tokens of fince- 
rity, as afforded to the deputies, and foon after to Jofhua 
and all the Ifraelites, all the fatisfaclion they could wifh 
After this explanation, Jofhua governed the Ifraelitifh y r> 0 f pf ( 
commonwealth peaceably during*the fpace of fevcnteen j»j. 
years; when, finding himfelf drawing near his end, he AnteChv,' 
caufed all the heads of the tribes to aflemble at Shechem, , +’ S ' 
There, having reminded them of all the wonders which J 
God had wrought in their favour, and how much it was 
their intereft as well as duty to continue ftedfaft in their 
obedience to him, he exhorted them to renew their cove¬ 
nant, which they readily did, and confirmed it with an 
oath, which he caufed to be regiflered, and a new itio- 
nument to be erefted in memory of it, near the great oak 
that is in Shechem. He expired foon after, in the one 
hundred and tenth year of his age k , and was buried in 
the border of his inheritance in Timnath-Serah, in the 
tribe of Ephraim, on the north fide of the hill of 
Gaafh 1 (G). 

His death was foon followed by that of Eleazar the 
high-prieft, who was fucceeded by his fon Fhinehas: by 
degrees the reft of the feventy elders, who had out-lived 
Jofhua, died alfo; and with them, one would think, not 
only all the remembrance jf Jofhua, and of their late co- 


* Jofli. xxii. paflim. k Ibid. cap. ult. ver. 19. 

30. See alfo Six. 50. Sc Judg. ii. 9. 


»Ibid, 


(G) This famous general, 
whole original name of Oleah 
was changed, as is fuppofed, 
by Mofes, into that of Jofhua, 
fignifying a faviour , is fup¬ 
pofed to have been the author 
of the book called by bis name j 
and it is plain by the word we, 
ufed by the hiflorian in fpcak- 


tng of the miraculous paflage 
over Jordan, that he Was one 
of thofe that patted it; and 
the book itlelf concludes with 
affirming, that Jofhua wrote 
all thefe tranfaaioni in die 
Book of the Law of God, or 
as an Appendix to thole which 
Mofes had written before. 

vcoant 
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«nant fo folemnly ratified by all the tribes, but likewise 
all fenfe of religion, fear of God, or regard of his laws ; 
for Jofhua bad been dead fcarce twenty years, wham we 
find them funk into the moft brutal vice and the grofftft 
idolatry. 


SECT. VIII. 


The Hiftory of the Jews under the Judges, from the 
Death of Jojhtep to Saul their firft King. 
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A T the death of Jolhua, a great part of Canaan remained 
Hill unconquered, fo that the Ifraelites could not, 
without purfuing their conqueft, fecure the poffelfion of 
what they had. The tribe of Judah was appointed by 
the oracle to begin the war ; Caleb, the fon of Jephunneh, 
was chief of that tribe, and engaged that of Simeon, with 
which his own was interwoven, to join him againfl the 
king of Bczek, who was routed and taken. He after¬ 
wards undertook the fiege of Jerufalem, at that time pof- 
feffed by the Jebufites. The city was accordingly lacked 
*nd burned ; but the befieged retired into the fortrefs of 
Ziori*. After this exploit he turned his forces towards 
die louth, againfl: the cities of Hebron, or Kirjath-Arba, 
and Debir, called alfo Kitjath-Sepher, inhabited by th* 
gigantic fons of Anak. Thefe had been formerly pro- 
mifed to him by Mofes, as a reward of his fidelity, and 
yielded to him accordingly by Jofhua, a little before his 
death b . Caleb being then above four-fcore and five yearj 
of age, though flill ftrong and vigorous, thought it pru¬ 
dent not to exhauft his flrength too far in the fiege of 
thole ftrong placet. He, therefore, propofed his daugh¬ 
ter Achfah as a reward to the man that (hould take Kir- 
jath-Senher; and it was not long before it was gained by 
Othniei, a man of his own family (A), whofe conduct 
and bravery, upon this occafion, railed him, foon after, 
to the dignity of judge. 

Whilft Caleb, and his new fon-in-law, were employed 
ifl thus enlarging their inheritance, the other tribes neg- 
le&ed the exprefs order of their law-giver, and, inftead 
of extirpating their enemies, contented themfelves with 


*Jodgi. S. * Job. XV. ij, & feq. 

. ’.(A) The text calls him the termine whether he or his fa- 
fen of fCenai, brother to Ca- tber was Caleb’s brother. 

Id), fo that it is not eafy to de¬ 
laying 
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laying them under tribute. The Canaanites, in appear* 
ance, patiently fubmitted to their yoke ; fo that they be¬ 
came. lefs cautious, and were, by degrees, fo far en- 
fnared with the beauty of their women, as to contradk 
affinities with them. Thefe intermarriages foon recon¬ 
ciled them to the worfhip of Baal, Afhtaroth, and other 
idols of Canaan, and provoked the true God to forfake 
them; then their enemies feized the opportunity of regain¬ 
ing their liberties, and of oppreffing them in their turn. 

During this period of apoflacy and confufion, Micah, 
a wealthy man of the tribe of Ephraim, is fuppofed to 
have eredted that idol in his houfe, which was foon after 
taken from him by the Danites, and fet up at Dan. 

Micah having from rcmorfe reftored to his mother y r of 
eleven hundred pieces of filver which he had feized, fire 93 c. 
was fo tranfported with joy, that fhe rcfolvcd to confe- Ante Chr. 
crate the greateft part of it to what flie called a religious **'»• 
ufe, fuch as might prove an equivalent bleffing to him for ^ 1 ~ 

the curfeshe had extorted from her. Accordingly, with m( 
part of that filver, flic and her fon purchafed two idols, 
one molten, and the other carved, and with the reft built 
a chapel, where they were placed, together with fome 
teraphim, which they had, in all likelihood, already in 
the houfe. To this apparatus they added an ephod, or 
prieftly garment, with which Micah inftalled his fon in 
the priefthood of his new gods; but, in the fequel, a 
young indigent Levite, wandering that way, was hired, 
as a more proper perfon, for that odice. 

. Micah thought himfelf highly blefted, and that nothing 
could hinder him from the favour of God b , when the 
Danites, who found themfelves ftreightened in their own 
tribe, fent out fome fpies to feek for a new habitation. 

Thefe chancing to pafs that way, confulted the Levite 
about the fuccefs of their journey, and having received a 
favourable anfwer, went direftly to Laifti, a confiderable 
town, whofe rich inhabitants, like thofe of Zidon, lived 
in the molt carelefs fecurity, without magiftrates, foldiery, 
or ftrength. They returned, and acquainted their tribe 
with the joyful news; upon which the Danites of Zorah 
and Efhtaol armed fix hundred of their men ; and thefe, 
with the five fpies at their head, marched immediately 
toward Laifh. In their way the fpies acquainted them 
•with Micah’s having a young Levite, named Jonathan, 
the fon of Gerfhom, from whofe mouth they had received 

* Judg. avii. paff. vide ver, ult- 
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a promife of fuccefs in this expedition. The Danites« 
therefore, inftead of reproving Micah for his apoftacy, 
entered by main force, took away the idols, teraphim, 
and ephod, and forced the young pried to go along with 
them to Laifh. Micah followed them, and made loud 
complaints, that they had robbed him of all that was valu¬ 
able in life ■, all the anfwer they gave him was, that his 
outcries might coil him his life, and that it was his fafeft 
way to go home quietly. They foon arrived at Lailh, 
which they took and deftroyed, with its inhabitants. 
Having built a new city, and called it Dan, after the 
name of their progenitor, they fet up their idols there, 
and retained young Jonathan and his fons to be their 
priefls. The Septuagint, Vulgate, and fome Jewifh 
rabbies, call him the gr^pdfon of Mofes, but the original 
fays he was the grandfon of Manafleh c . 

Yr. of FI. During thefc years of anarchy the inhabitants of Gi- 
'' 9*». beah, in the tribe of benjamin, were guilty of fo horrid 
Ante Chr. a breach of hofpitality towards a wandering Levite, as 
’ 1 proved the. caufe of much bloodfhed, and was like to have 

A blmty occafiuned the ruin of that whole tribe. The Levite was 
•war a- bringing his eloped concubine home, and coming to that 

Bn- place about fun-let, was invited to lodge with an old man 
who met him in the ftreet. They had fcarce refrefhed 
v themfelves, when a band of profligate youths furrounded 
the houfe, and, in a tumultuous manner, demanded the 
, ftranger to be facrificed to their brutifh lull; the Levite 
could find no other means of faving himfelf but by deli¬ 
vering up his concubine to them, and next morning lie 
found her dead at the threfhold of the door, whether of 
iliame or of the grievous abufe (he had fuffered. It 
was in vain to complain of this cruelty in fjich an aban¬ 
doned place; he took, therefore, the dedd body with 
him, and brought it to his own houfe, where he dividend 
it into twelve pieces, and fent one to each tribe, with an 
account of the outrage. The incenfcd tribes aflembled 
from all parts of Ifrael to Mizpeh, to the number of four 
hundred tboufand fighting men ; and there the Levite 
gave them a farther detail of the injury he had fullained “. 
'1 he whole aflembly rofe up as one man, and refolved not 
to return to their refpeftive homes till they had punifhed 
the authors of that unheard-of abufe with the utmoft 
feverity. They fent deputies to the heads of the tribe of 
Benjamin, to demand the delivery of the profligate Gibea- 

e Judg. xaiii. 30. * Judg. xa. 3, & ftq. 

t bites •, 



io the Babylon]!} Captivity. 

tJiiles; but that haughty tribe, inltcad of complying with 
their requeft, armed twenty-five thoufand of their belt 
warriors, befides feven hundred of the inhabitants of 
Gibeah, to go out aguinft them. This unexpected oblli- 
nacy exafperated the Ifraelites to fetch a degree, that they 
made a vow to take a fuller revenge on the tribe of Ben¬ 
jamin. They confuited the Lord which of the tribes 
lhould go againft them, and were anfwered, by the mouth 
of Phineas, the high-prieft, that Judah fliould go forth. 
A battle enfued, and Judah was repulfed with the Infs of 
two and twenty thoufand men. r I his tribe tried their for¬ 
tune in a fecond engagement, but met with the fame fate ; 
at length, having recourfe to God with falling ant! prayer, 
they obtained a favourable anfwer ; and the high-prieft 
promifed them, that the Lord wftuld, on the next unfet, 
deliver the Benjamite.s into their hands, ’i his anfwer in- 
fpiied them with frefli courage, and they deviled a (Ira- 
tagem which had the defired effefl. I hey divided tlieni- 
felves into three bodies, one of which lay in ambuth, 
ready to enter the city as loon as the men fliould (ally 
out; another made a falfe attack, and pretended to fly 
before them, on purpofc to draw them out into the plain, 
whilft the third and main body lay concealed in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Baal-Tamar. The children of Benjamin gave 
eafily into die fnnre. The Jews giving way, they purfued 
them with great eagernefs, till finding thcmfelvcs fur- 
prifed in their purfuit by the main body, they attempted a 
retreat into the town, which, by this time, their enemies 
had poflefled ; fo that, turning about, and feeing it in 
flames, they were fo difheartened, that they allowed 
thcmfelve5 to be cut off w ithout farther refiftance, to the 
number of tw r enty-five thoufand. About fix hundred 
faved themfelves by flight, and fortified thcmfelvcs upon 
the tops of the rocks of Rimmon, where they remained 
four months. 

This victory ferved only to whet the fury of the other 
tribes, which did not cool till they had burnt down all 
their rities and villages, maflacrecl all the inhabitants 
without diftinclion, and made, as they thought, an utter 
end of that unfortunatetribe. It was then, indeed, thatthey 
began to refle£l, with fome remorfe, upon what they had 
done, and to bewail the lofs of one of their tribes. They 
went up to Shiloh again, and, having been informcdth.it 
the fix hundred, who iwere efcaped from the daughter, 
were ftill upon the rocks of Rimmon, they entreated God 
to direft them how to recall them peaceably, and to re- 
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ftore the loft tribe by their means. There was, indeed, 
one main impediment to it, namely, a rafh oath they had 
made at Mizpch, that none of them would give their 
daughters to any of that tribe. The oath, being unlawful 
in itfelf, might have been diflblved by the high-prieft, 
who was there prefent; but whether their confciences 
were become more tender than ufual, they bethought 
themfelves of another expedient, which would anfwer 
their end, though it was fcarcely fo juftifiable as the 
breach of fucli an oath would have been. They caufci 
ftriifl: fearch to be made in their mufter-rolls, whether any 
of the tribes had failed to come to the camp at Mizpeh, 
and found, that the inhabitants of Jaliefli-Gilcad, belong¬ 
ing to the half-tribe of ManalTeli, on the other fide Jor¬ 
dan, had not come to the general alfembly ; they forth¬ 
with fent twelve thoufund aimed men, with orders to dc- 
ftroy all the inhabitants of the place, except the virgins. 
Thefe foon executed this bloody command, and brought 
four hundred virgins captive, which were given to as 
many of the remaining men of Benjamin. There were 
ftill two hundred unprovided for, and no more towns to 
be condemned to the fate of Jabcfli ; however, rather 
than break their oath, the viftois bethought themfelves of 
a way of evading it, by giving them leave to take that by 
force, which they thought not lawful to give of their 
own accord. The men took their advice, and lying in 
ambufh among the vineyards of bhiloh, w hen the young 
dnmfels came out with t.ibrets to dance, in fome folcnin 
feaft, every man feized upon a female, and carried her 
off, whilft the reft of the tribes returned alfo every man to 
his habitation r . Thefe fix hundred men foon reflored 
the loft tribe to its former ftrength, and ever after it Con¬ 
tinued attached to that of Judah, and gave the ft'coml 
judge and firft’king to Ifrael. 

The firft flavcry which the defeflion of the Ifraelitcs 
brought upon them was under Cufhan-Rilhnthaim, king 
of Mefopotamia, who held them in (abjection about 
eight years ; at the end of which, the warlike Othniel 
found means to raife an army againft him, with which lie 
gained a fignal viflory, and freed Ifrael from the yoke of 
that potent prince. His fuccefs obtained them a peace, 
which lafted forty years > that is, till the death oi their 
judge .and deliverer«. 

f Judg, xix. & xx, per tot. * Judg. iii. s, k feq. 
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Soon after it they were enflavcd by the Moabites; and, 
at.tl\e end of eighteen years, Ehtid, their fecoml judge, of 
the tribe of Benjamin, being deputed to fairy the yearly 
tribute to Eglon, freed {hem, by the death of that prince, 
whom he privately dabbed whiHt he was ddiveiing to 
him a pretended meflage from God. Having efcr.ped un- 
difcovered, he blew the trumpet, and railed a fuliicient 
army, with which he. fhook oft’ the Moabitifli yoke, and 
procured his people another peace of forty years k 

fihamgar, their third judge, delivered them from Ionic 
fmall oppreftion which they fullered under the Phiiiftincs. 
The text gives us no farther particulars about him, than 
that he (lew fix hundred of them with an ox goad, or, as 
the Latin and Greek verfions lender it, with a plough- 
fliare How long he judged Ifrael, is not to be deter¬ 
mined : he was fucceeded by 

The prophetefs Deborah, felon after the fm.irt of a 
fourth fervitude, worfe and longer than any of the three 
former, had brought them to a fciife of their tins and in¬ 
gratitude. After the death of their judge, they fell into 
new crimes ; and God, to punifli them, railed up a more 
powerful adverfary againtl them in the perfon of Jabin, 
king of Canaan, wliofe ftrength, betides a numerous 
army, and a valiant general, eonftfted in an incredible 
number of iron chariots, whereby lie bold them in fevere 
fubjeffion twenty years; when their cries and repentance 
had obtained a promife of a fpeedy deliverance, left they 
fliould arrogate to themfelvcs any fliarc in the glory of 
their future victory, two women were chofcn to be the 
main inftrumerits of it, and Jael completed what Deborah 
had concerted. Barak, at the head of ten thoufand 
men, difeomfited Sifera and his numerous army, though 
ttrengthened with nine hundred chariots of iron. A 
victory, in confequence of which Ifrael enjoyed a refpite 
of forty years *. 

The ungrateful Ifraelites, having forgot their fignal de¬ 
liverance, were plagued with a frefti bondage. Under 
tile laft, Deborah was allowed to judge Ifrael in the face 
of the fun; but now they were left not only without 
judge, but even without habitation, except what they 
were forced to leek for among the clefts and caverns of 
the rocks; and if they found time and convenience to 
tow, their enemies poured in upon them, and reaped the 

1 Judg. iii. n, & feq. ' Judg. iii. vcr. ult. • Judg. w. 
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fruits of their labour. While they groaned "under thisf 
miferable bondage, God fent a prophet to convince them 
how jultly they fuffered ; and he afterwards made choice 
of a proper perfon to undertake their deliverance. Gideon 
privately threlhing his corn, to lave it from becoming a 
prey cither to Midian or Amalek, the angel of the Lord 
faluted him with the title of Saviour of his People, and 
convinced him, by repeated miracles, that Ifrael, whom 
he now looked upon as forfaken by God, Ihould be 
fpeedily and miraculoudy reftnred to their freedom by his 
means. Gideon was too well acquainted with the de- 
jeftcil condition of his nation, to think that fuch a deli¬ 
verance could be wrought by an arm of flefli; and, far 
from expecting fupernatijral abidance, he feemed to doubt 
of the tiuth id' all that the angel foretold. lie neverthe- 
lefs prepared a facrifice, which the heavenly meflengcr no 
fooner touched with the end of his fluff, thaif a fire riling 
out of the rock 011 which it was laid, confirmed the whole. 
Then the angel vanilhed ; and Gideon, in memory of this 
fupeniatur.il vifit, erefted on the fpot an altar which he 
named Jchovah-Slulnm 

That very night, the Lord commanded him to begin 
his heaven-appointed talk whit the dellruithru of the 
altar and grove of Laal, the fatal fiiurce of Hr,id’s dc- 
feftion and punilhment ; anil to expiate their crime by 
the facrifice of a bullock of feven years, in the place 
where they had ferviid that Midianitilh deity. Gideon 
obeyed with great alacrity. Next morning, however, 
the citizens furrimudiiig the houfe nf his father Joalh, de¬ 
manded that he Ihould deliver up his Ion to he put to 
death, for his facrilcgc agt.inll. Haul ; but the old nvan 
foon made them fcnfrble of elueir abfunl zeal for an im¬ 
potent deity, which could not defend his altar and 
honour againd his fon, who thus acquired the furname ol 
Jerubbaal, that is, lei Baal h i to himjef 

Gideon was foon after allured, by a repeated miracle, 
of gaining, with a handful of men, a complete victory 
over the combined armies of the enemy. God, in order 
to convince the Ifraelitcs of their folly and ingratitude in 
depending upon their own ftrength and valour, com¬ 
manded Gideon to difband all his foldiers that were 
faint-hearted ; and accordingly twenty-two tlioufand ol 
his daflardly troops were immediately dilmilli.il. lie was 
again commanded to lead, his troops to the water-tide.. 
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anil there feparate thofe who kneeled to drink, from fuch 
as lapped the water out of the hollow of their hand. 
There were found but three hundred of the latter, and 
God promifed him the viflory by thefe, ordering the reft 
to be fent away. We have already given an account of 
his ftratagem and fuccefs againft the confederate army, 
by which the Israelites gained, with their freedom, an 
immenfe quantity of the richeft fpoil". 

Gideon, refolving to make the bell advantage of this 
viftory, fummoned feveral tribes to purfue the enemy, 
and to fecure the fords of Beth-Barah and Jordan. Thofe 
who had fhrunk from danger, began now to take courage, 
when they law the enemy flying, and to purfue them one 
way, whilfl he himfelf and his three hundred men gave 
chace to another body of the fugitives who palled the 
river Jordan. Gideon and his followers arriving at Suc- 
eoth, found theinfelves fo tired and faint, that he fent 
to entreat fome refrelhmcnt nut of the city, that he might 
continue his purfuit after the princes of Midian, Zeba 
and Zalmunna ; but he was refufed by the inhabitants, 
who fent him word, that it would be time enough for 
him to expeft fuch a fupply of provilion when he had 
made thofe two princes prifoners. Gideon contented 
himfelf for the prefent, with thieatening to punilli the in- 
folent Succothites in the fevered manner; and con¬ 
tinued his journey to Pcnuel, where he again fent the 
fame nieflage, and met with the fame rcpulfe. Hearing 
the two princes were in the neighbourhood of Korkor, 
with fifteen thoufand men, the poor remains of one hun¬ 
dred and twenty thoufand, he continued the purfuit, fell 
upon them by furprize, and fecured their perfons, after 
having routed their army. Mean while the Ephraimites 
had overtaken and flain Oreb and Zecb, two other princes 
of Midian, and brought their heads to Gideon, as he was 
returning from Korkor with his two royal prifoneis; hut 
at the fame time they indolently demanded why he had 
not fummoned their tribe to the war againil Midian? 
Gideon thought proper to temporize, extolling their at- 
chievcr.icnt, and telling them, that the gleanings of 
Ephraim’s laurels vallly outweighed the vintage of his 
own tribe. Having pacified them with this compliment, 
he went to difclvarge his refentment againft the cities of 
Succoth and Penucl. In his way he met with a youth of 
fiuccolh, who gave him the names of feventy-feven of its 

" See the Hiftory of Midian, vol. i. p. 369. 
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chief magiftrates and elders, whom he feverely punllhed 
for having treated him with fuch indignity; at the fame 
time he commanded the inhabitants of Penuel to be, p«t 
to the fword, and their tower to be demolilhed. He then 
examined his twn prifoners, Zeba and Zalmunna, con¬ 
cerning fome men whom they had Cain at Mount Tabor, 
and finding they were his own brethren, caufed the 
afiaflins to be put to death On the fpot 1 . 

The Ifraelites, thus delivered from their cruel flavery, 
and loaden with the fpoils of their enemies, began to 
think they could not fliew their gratitude to their brave 
deliverer, nor fecure their retrieved freedom more effec¬ 
tually, than by offering to fettle the fupremc authority 
upoti him and his pollerity ; and Gideon, who had three- 
fcore and ten fons by ffcveral wives, might eafily have 
been tempted to accept it, had he not been fo lately con¬ 
vinced, that their greatelt fecurity chiefly depended upon 
their obedience to their divine Protetlor: he therefore 
advifed them not to put their confidence in their own 
ftrength, nor in their general’s valour, but in God ; and 
to make fure of his protetYion, by a flritlLr obedience to 
his laws. But Gideon foon fuHied his glory, by an 
aflion no ways anfwerable to this mark of piety and mo¬ 
deration. He demanded, as an acknowlegement of his 
late ferviccs, all the golden ear-rings they had got from 
their enemies; fo that a garment, being fpread upon the 
ground, was prefently cbvered with thol'e ornaments, 
amounting to feventeen hundred fhekels, or eight hun¬ 
dred and fifty ounces of gold, befides collars, chains, and 
other ornaments of the fame metal, and fome purple and 
other coftly garments, of which they had ftripped the con¬ 
federate princes. "With thefe the jewifli general caufed 
an ephod, or, as moft interpreters think, an idol, to be 
made, which he fet up in his own city Oplirah ; and the 
text adds, “ that it proved a fnare both to him and to his 
houfe, becaufe it became the occafion of a new kind of 
idolatry to the Ifraelites.” As for Gideon, he returned to 
his own inheritance, and judged Ifrael forty years, during 
which none of their enemies dared to invade their quiet. 
The Midianites had received fo total an overthrow, that 
they never made any attempt againft Ifrael from that 
Yr, of FI. time. Gideon died m a good old age, and was buried 
in*. with his anceflors ; but the Ifraelites, whom he left in a 
(kftte Chr. peaceful and flourifhing condition, forgetting both God 


and 
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and him in a very little time, adopted Baalim, and 
other new gods, and repaid Gideon’s fervices with the 
-hiaeksft ingratitude. He had left, befides his other chil¬ 
dren by his wives, a natural fpn by a concubine h ; and 
he it was who fuccecded his father by the molt horrid 
treachery, even by the deltruttion of his whole race. 

His name was Abimelech, a man of a bafe and in¬ 
triguing genius, full of ambition and cruelty. The firft 
ftep he took, after his father’s death, was to go and in- 
fufe into the Sechemites fome ftrange jealoufies againft 
the fons of Gideon. He artfully afked them at lirlt, whe¬ 
ther they thought it better for Ifrael to have one mailer 
or feventy ; and whether it were more for the intereft of 
the Sechemites to have their city, or that of Ophrah, ap¬ 
pointed to he the feat of the fupteme judge i By thei'e, 
and fuch like infinuations, he obtained from them a fum 
oi feventy Ihekels of gold, out of the treafury of Baal- 
Berith, with which he hired a number of profligate men, 
capable of the wickcdclt enterprise, and led them di- 
redlly to Ophrah, where, having l'urprifed his brethren, 
the feventy fons of Gideon, he murdered them all, except 
the youngeft. This unnatural fratricide, which ought to 
have been held in abhorrence by all, who had the leaft 
grateful remembrance of Gideon, brought all the Se¬ 
chemites, and thofe of Millo, into his intereft. They 
even proclaimed him king, in a confpicuous part of the 
plain of Sechem, in hopes that all the reft of the nation 
would follow' their example. 

Jotham, the only furviving fon of Gideon, took that 
opportunity to afeend Mount Gerizzim, which was near 
the place of this tumultuous aflembly ; and, being within 
hearing, though out of their reach, made ufe of the fol¬ 
lowing apologue, to difluade them from their raflh and ini¬ 
quitous enterprize 1 : “ The trees, once upon a time, af- 
ftmbled to make choice of a king : they offered that dig¬ 
nity to the olive-tree, which anfw'ercd, that it could by 
nn means divell itfcdf of its oil and fatnefs, fo acceptable 
m God and men, to reign over them : they then invited 
'he fig-tree, which vilfo refufed them, on account of its 
fweetnefs : the vine being applied to, preferred her juice, 
which affords glarinefs to gods and men, to the empire 
over them. At length, the bramble, being invited to ac¬ 
cept of that dignity, anfwered, that, if they really meant 
to make him king over them, they fhould come and fhcl- 

* Judg. viii. ad flu. * Judg. ix. ver. 7, ad 11. 
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ter tbemfelves under its fhadows; if not, let fire come out 
of the bramble, and devour the cedars of Lebanon.” 

Some interpreters fuppofe, that by the olive, the fig- 
tree, and the vine, he alluded to Othniel, Deborah, and 
Gideon, who were with difficulty prevailed upon to ac¬ 
cept of the dignity of judge, and refufed to have it intailed 
on their poftenty k ; but whether it be fo or not, it is 
'plain, from his own application, that the bramble alluded 
to the traitor ribimelech, who was fo far from being 
able to proteft the bechemites, that he would unavoidably 
prove the occafion of a bloody war, which, like a con- 
fuming fire, would end in their utter ruin : “ For,” added 
he, “ 1 appeal to you, whether your choice of Abime- 
lech, preferably to any of the Tons of Gideon, your late 
benefactor and deliverer, be either grateful or juft ; or 
rather, indeed, whether the murdering of all his chil¬ 
dren, for the lake of the fon of a (lave, be not an inftance 
of the blacked cruelty and ingratitude ? If you think it 
is not, I willi you joy of your new king, and him of his 
new dignity ; but, it it is, may he prove a curfe to Se- 
chem and Miilo, and you to him.” 

After this bold expoftularinn, Jotham fled to Beer, a 
city in the tribe of Judah, not far from Jehus, or Jerufalcm, 
where he continued all the time of Abimelech’s reign, 
which, according to his prediftion, proved both thorny 
and of fhort duration ; for, befides his mortification, in 
not being acknowleged by any of the tribes, the text fays, 
that God caufed a fpirit of jealoufy to be fown between 
the Sechemites and him, which produced in them, a full 
j. P! refolution to expiate their folly by his death. But God 
ri°i ' f u ff ere ^ him to efcape for the prefent, that he might 
Ante Chr. fhortly become the inftrument of a more fevere chaftife- 
113$. ment againft them. Gaal, informed of the hatred which 

-- they had conceived againft their new-made king, came to 

Abimetcth, g ec {, enl) w ith a full defign to blow it into an open rup- 
fiJ< n J u !L e - ture . but Zebul, whom Abimelcch had entrufted with 
the government of that city, a fit fervaut for fuch a maf- 
ter, failed not to acquaint him with their aim, whilft, in 
outward appearance, he fided with Gaal and his party. 
At length, after feveral bickerings on both fides, upon 
Abimelech's entering the town, the frighted inhabitants 
retired into the temple of Baal-Berith, as into a fandluarv, 
where they were foon made fenfible, to their enft, what 
a god they had preferred to that of Ilrael. Abimelech 


* N, de Lyr & ah 


commanded 
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commanded a jietachment to follow him into the next 
wood, where every one, after his example, cut down a 
fjfltigh of a tree, and, having piled them round the temple, 
and fet fire to them, the confpirators were all fmothered 
to death, being about a thoufand men and women. He 
then caufed the city and tower to be rafed to the ground, 
and to he ftrewed with fait; and thus was the firll part of 
Jotham’s prophecy fulfilled, “ and the fire from the 
bramble burnt up the cedars of Lebanon.” 

Abimeiech, fluihed with his fuccefs, marched againfl 
Thebez, a city of Judah, which had alfo taken up arms 
againlt him, and there met with an ignominious death, 
where he expefled a new conquefl. The citizens, re- 
pulfed by his victorious troops, retired into a tower, 
where he thought to have burrifthem alive, when a wo¬ 
man flung down a ffone, which, lighting upon his head, 
delivered her people from his fury. Abimclech finding 
death approaching, and being mure afhamed of the hand 
that gave it, than of his own parricides and tyranny, 
cbofe rather to die a fecund death, than to fall by the 
hands of a woman, and prevailed upon his fervant Zebul 
to difpatch him with his fword *. After the ufurpatioti 
of Abimeiech, which laited three years, Ifrael was judged 
twenty-three years'", by 

Tola, the fon of Puah, the fan of Dodo, of the tribe Tota./a, 
of Iliachar. The text mentions nothing particularly of judgi. 
him, except that he dwelt at Shamir, upon Mount Ephra¬ 
im, where he was buried. 

H e was fucceeded by Jair, a wealthy man, of that part Yr.of F 
of the tribe of Manafieh which dwelt on the other fide ^ 
Jordan, and pofTeffed a valf territory in the land of Gi- * ' M10- 

lead, in which were thirty cities, which he gave to his - 

thirty fons ; whence they were called Havoth, or Hamlets 
of Jair He judged Ifrael twenty-two years, and was 
buried in the city of Canton, in the fame land. The text 
adds, as a mark of their wealth and greatnefs, that they 
all rode upon affes colts “. 

The ungrateful lfraelites returned, foon after, to their 
idolatry, and even multiplied the number of their gods, 
a relapfe which brought a fifth thraldom upon them of 
eighteen years, under the Philiftines and Ammonites. 

Here they had recourfe again to prayer and repentance ; 
but they were bid to go and cry to thofe deities they had 

1 Judg. ix. per tot. m Judg. x, i, *. " Numb, xxu- 41. 

Deut. iu. 14. 0 Judg. v, 10. 

adopted. 
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adopted, for deliverance. This anfwer, and the preffing 
danger they were in from the Ammonites, who had al¬ 
ready palled the Jordan, and were going to fall upon Ju¬ 
dah and Benjamin, obliged them to put away all their 
ftrangc gods, and to ferve the Lord in earned; upon 
which God was pleafed to give them a promife, that they 
fhould be fpcedily delivered They aflembled at Mizpeh, 
to flop the career of the children of Ammon ; but as God 
had not now nominated a judge or general, as at other 
times, they were forced to fend an invitation to the va¬ 
liant Jephthah to accept of the command, and, with it, 
of the place of judge or general during life.._ 

Jrfktkah. Jephthah was the foil of Gilead, but by a concubine, 
for which reafnn he had been thrud out by his other bre¬ 
thren, and forced to retire into the land of Tob (N), 
where he became chief of outlaws and vagabonds, and 
fignalized himfelf more by his valour than by his honedy ; 
he therefore received their meffage with fome midrud, 
Yr. of FI. and did not accept of their offered dignity, till it was con- 
1160. firmed to him by an oath. As foon as he had put him- 
Anic Chr. f e ]f at their head, he fent an expodulatory meffage to the 
ll8a ' Ammunites; but finding them more bent upon conqued 
than parly, he aflembled troops in the land of Gilead and 
M.maflch ; and, having formed a fufficient army, march¬ 
ed dirc£tly againd the enemy. Before he ventured a 
battle, however, he made a rail) vow, that, if God would 
Hnrafi blefs him with victory, he would facrifice to him the fird 

vtWm living creature that diould come out of his houfe to meet 

him at his return and this inconfiderate promife robbed 
him at once of the glory and pleafure of the eufuing ac¬ 
tion. The Ammonites were indeed totally defeated, and 
the Ifraelites laden with their fpoil; but Jephthah’s 
daughter, a virgin, and his only child, proved the un¬ 
happy viftim ot his rafh vow. t he welcome news of 
her father’s fucccfs had brought her out, at the head of a 
company of maidens, to congratulate him, with timbrels 
and dances, and other exprellions of filial joy; fo that 
fhe chanced to be the unhappy object upon which he cad 


(N) This land is on the 
mod northern part of Manaf- 
feh’s lot, on the other fide 
Jordan. It is called Tohv, 
and its inhabitants Tobinians, 
or Tubinians, in the firft and fe- 
cond books of the Maccabees. 
As for Jephthah's brethren 


driving him out of the inherit¬ 
ance, he could not jiifllv com¬ 
plain of it, becauleit had pafT- 
ed into a conllant law ever 
fince Abraham’s time, and 
was founded on the command 
which God gave him, to caft 
out the fon ot the concubine. 

his 
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his eyes, and which he had accordingly vowed to deftruc- 
tion. As foon as he faw her, he rent his cloaths, and 
^iiilofed the fecret to her with the moft pathetic expref- 
fions of grief. She heard him with a conftancy, which 
one would hardly have expe&ed in a perfon of her tender 
years ; and only begged for a refpite of two months, dur¬ 
ing which fhe would retire with fome of her companions 
into the mountains, to bewail her virginity. Her requefl: 
being granted, fhe abfented herfelt during that Ihort 
fpace, and, at the end of it, returned to her father, who 
did to her according to his vou r •; that is, according to 
the generality of Jewifh and Chriltian interpreters‘, he 
offered her up for a burnt-offering; from which arofe 
that cuftom mentioned in the text, for the daughters of 
Ifrael to go yearly to lament Je^hthah'a daughter four 
days in a year " (O). 

This dear-bought victory was like to have proved fatal 
to him from another quarter. He was fcarce returned to 
his own houfe, when the turbulent Ephraimitcs furround- 
ed it, and, in a tumultuous manner, threatened to fet it 
on fire, and to burn him and all he had, for having dared 
to engage the Ammonites, without fummoning them to 
arms. Jephthah, being of a rough difpofition, upbraided 
them with their bafenefs, in not anfwering his fummons, 
and leaving him to bear the brunt of the enemy; a re¬ 
proach which flung them fo to the quick, that they fcrupled 
not, in the height of their refentment, to call the Gi- 


■ Judg. xi. per tot. ' Jofeph. Anriq. lib. v. cap. 9. Rab¬ 

bin, fer omn Chald. Paraph. Jonath. in loc. Juft. Mart. Am- 
brof. de Off, lib. iii. cap. n. Hieron. contra Jovinian. lib. i. Sc 
alib. Auguft. Quadt. in Judic. xlix, Chryf. Homil xiv. ad Pop. 
Antioch. Theoduret Quteft. in Jodie, xi. Serar. Salian. Gene- 
hrard. Cajet k al. mult. Vide k Lud. Capel k D. Calinet. Dil- 
ftit. Devot. Jeph. “ Judic. xi. ver. ult. Pagnin. Arr. Monian. 
Trfmel. Munft. Druf. Grot. N. de Lyr. k al in loc. 


(O) The far greater part of 
the Jews, even Jofephus. l’hi- 
lo, and the Chaldee paraphrnft, 
acknowlege Jephthath to have 
been tuffered by God, by the 
high-priell, and the whole 
people, to offer the fruit of his 
own body, an innocent young 
virgin, an only child, the foie 
objeft of his prefent comfort 
and future hopes, in a burnt- 
offering unto the Lord, who 


hnd fo often declared his utter 
abhorrence againll all fuch a- 
bominations, and rejedted the 
Canaanites upon that very ac¬ 
count. A great deal hath been 
written to eftablilh a probabi¬ 
lity, that the was not put to 
death, but reftridted to a life of 
celibacy; but, all that has 
been alleged in fupportot both 
opinions, amounts to nothing 
but conjecture. 
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leadites fpurious fugitives, and mongrels between Ephra¬ 
im and Matlafftth. A bloody fight enfued, in which 
thofe of Ephraim were difeomfited with a great lofs; ittir 
the Gileadites, having feized the fords of Jordan, fuffered 
none of thofe, who ivad efcaped from the daughter, to 
live (P). 

Jephthah was fucceeded by Ibzan, whom the Jewilh 
rabbies will have .to be the fame with Boaz, who married 
Ruth the Moabitefs", but without any foundation. This 
was their tenth judge, a native of Bethlehem ; but whe¬ 
ther of the part appertaining to the tribe of Zebulun, or 
of that which belonged to Judah, is not certain 11 . He is 
only recorded for his numerous pofterity, namely, thirty 
fons, and as many daughters, whom he lived to fee marri¬ 
ed; fo that he had one hundred and twenty fons and daugh¬ 
ters, and fons and daughters-in-law, befuies grand-chil¬ 
dren. Such a family was looked upon as a great bleffing in 
Ifrael. He governed feven years y , and was fucceeded by 

Eldn, of the tribe of Zebulun, who judged Ifrael ten 
years. He was buried in Aijalon, in his own tribe, and 
the magiftracy devolved to 

Abdon, the fon of Hillel, of the tribe of Ephraim, and 
native of Pirathon, in the Mount of the Amalekites; 
where he was buried, after having judged Ifrael eight 
years. He is recorded for bis numerous iflue, having 
left behind him forty fons and thirty grandfons, who rode 
on as many affes colts, after the manner of the great men 
in Ifrael. 

The fixfh flavery began about the feventh month after 
Eli united, in bis own perfon, the dignity of judge tu 
that of high-priett x . He was of the family of Ithamar, 
the younger branch of Aaron’s houfe, to which the higb- 


* Ruth, iv 8. fc icq. Matt. i. 5. Vide Munft in Judg. xii. 8. 
8 Jofhua xix. 15. >' Jud. xii. 8, it teq. ■' Ether. Ann. lub. 

A. M 1S48, amt 1 It e Chiunol. Index at the end cf our Ifibies, Year 
before C'hrift, 1156. 


(P) In order to deleft the 
Ephraimites who attempted to 
erofs the river, they made them 
pronounce the word fhibboleth, 
which ftgnifies an ear of corn, 
and which thofe of that tribe 
were known to pronounce fib- 
boleth; fo that as many, as 
Were caught by that fnare, 
were immediately flain ; and 


this unhappy contention occa- 
lioned the lots ot torty-tuo 
thoufand Ephraimites. As for 
Jephthah, we read no more o' 
him, except that he judged 
Ifrael fix years, namely, that 
part of it which was on the 
other fide uf Jordan ; and that 
he was buried in one of the 
cities of Gilead. 
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priefthood had been tranflated from the elder branch of 
Eleazar. It is, indeed, furprifing, that the people fhould 
have continued fo long free from defection, during the 
lives of their lay judges, and fall into idolatry under the 
government of a high-prieft. But Eli is particularly re¬ 
corded for his indolence and remiljiiefs, efpecially towards 
his two fons, whom he fuffered to run into the greateft 
excefles of debauchery and irreiigion 1 . However, he 
was the only ruler the Ifraeliter, had during this long 
thraldom, and feems to have been chofen by God as the 
properelt judge for them at that time; for, as he was 
known to be incapable of undertaking any thing for their 
deliverance, he was the fitted to withdraw their ufual 
confidence in the arm of fleih, and to make them look up 
to heaven for relief. Accordingly, when the fe,verity of 
their thraldom had brought them to a better feufe, God ' 
fent them a deliverer in Sam foil, 

The miraculous fon of old age. His birth and prowefs Yr. of FI. 
had been foretold by an angel, fiilt to his mother, then ^nt'cChr 
to Manoah his father, a native of Zorah, in the tribe of I1JSi 
Dan, with a flricl charge to the mother, that fhe fhould - 

ubftain both from wine and ftrong drink, and from all Samfoi. 
unclean meats, during her pregnancy, and that no razor 
fhould come on the child’s head all his life, becaufe he 
was to be a Nazarite from his birth. Samfon foon exhi¬ 
bited marks of extraordinary courage and ilrength ; and 
the text fays, that the fpirit of the Lord began to move 
him, at times, in the camp of the D,mites between Zo¬ 
rah and Efhtaol b , the place of his abode. 

How he plagued the Phiiiflincs, during his twenty 
years government, and was at length betrayed into their 
hands by a treacherous harlot, (horn, ami bereaved of his 
ftrength and eyes, become the objefd of their fcorn and 
revenge ; and in what manner, after a year’s mifcrable 
fervitude, he buried, with himfeif, all the Philiftinc no¬ 
bles, under the ruins of a magnificent flruddure, we have 
feen in the hiftory of that nation. 

This extraordinary (laughter of the Philifline nobility, 

•night have infpired the lfraelites with frelh courage to 
attempt the regaining their liberty, had not their wicked- 
nefs proved an invincible obftacle to their fuccefs. Eli, 
their judge, was almoft a hundred years old c , and his 
two foils, Hophni and Phinehas, who acted under him, 
took the advantage of his extreme weaknefs to commit 


‘Jud.xiii. paff. c 1 Sam. ir. ij. 

the 


*r Sira. ii. 11, Stfeq. 
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the greateft abominations. The Scripture ftigmatizei 
them as “ fons of Belial, who knew not the Lord ; who 
committed fuch infamous irregularities, in the fervice of 
the tabernacle,as caufed the people toabhorthe offering of 
the Lord; and even debauched the women who affem- 
bled at the door of the tabernacle.” Eli was not ignorant 
of their profligacy; and yet, inftead of conefling, or 
even degrading them, he contented himfelf with giving 
them a gentle reproof, and telling them, not that their 
a&iorts were vile and abominable, but only that they 
were not good d . No wonder then if fuch an expoftula- 
tion made fo little imprefiion on thofe two profligate 
youjtg men (S). 

Such remifl'nefs, in p high-prieft and a judge, was fo 
difpleafing to God, that he fent a prophet to upbraid him 
with his ingratitude, and to allure him, that the high- 
pricfthnoJ Ihould be taken from his houfe, that his two 
fons.fhould be cut off in one day, and that the furvivors of 
his family fliould pine away in the utmoft poverty and 
diltrefs. This heavy fcntence was again confirmed by- 
God, to young Samuel, in a vifion, and by him related 
to Eli. 

Samuil's Samuel was another child of old age and reputed bar- 
raff. rennefs, obtained by the prayers of his mother, dedicated 
to God by a folemn vow, and enrolled in his fervice at 
the age of three years. As he grew up he was appointed 
to minifter to Eli, in the holy funftions, girded with a 
linen ephod, and to open and fhutthe doors of the taber¬ 
nacle. One morning, before break of day, as he lay in 
his bed, near Eli’s chamber, he heard himfelf called, at 
three diftinft periods, and as often ran to know his maf- 
ter’s pleafure. Eli, finding fomething extraordinary in 


d i Sam. ii. 

(S) Were we to follow the 
fenl'e of our own, and fome 
other verfions, we Ihould be 
apt to attribute their incorrigi¬ 
bility to what is faid in the 25 th 
verfeofthe 2dchapter, “ That 
they hearkened not to the 
voice of their father, becaufe 
the Lord would flay them.” 
-Bat we mull remind our 
readers, that the coujunflion 
chi, which it rendered btcouft, 


a, & feq. 

doth often fignify, and ought, 
both here, and in feveral 0- 
ther places, to have been tranf- 
lated therefore, or though ; fl> 
that the fenfe will be, “ They 
did not hearken to their father; 
wherefore it pleafed the Lord 
to flay them ; or, they heark¬ 
ened not-though the Lord 
threatened to flay them for their 
difobedtcace.” 

that 
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that call, direfted young Samuel what anfwer to make to 
the divine voice ; and it was then that God revealed, to 
HfTn the heavy judgments he had denounced againft Eli’s 
houfe. Samuel was fearful of difclofing the dreadful pur¬ 
port of the vifion, till ftriftly charged and adjured to it by 
the high-prieft. He afterwards diltinguifhed himfelf as 
a prophet, and was eftablifhed as a judge in Ifrael in the 
room of Eli • (T). 

The Ifraelites being repulfed in an attempt againft the 
Fhiliftines, with the lofs of four thoufand men, refolved 
to bring the ark of God into their camp, in hopes, at 
lecift, that it would ftrike a terror into their enemies, and 
infpire the people with more than ordinary courage; but 
the confequence of this -wild prqjeft was, that they loft 
both the battle and the ark, and the two foils of Eli, that 
bare it, periflied. The old prieft, who waited with im¬ 
patience to hear of the fueccis of the battle, had feateti 
himfelf on a bench in the highway to Shiloh, being under 
the greateft concern for the ark of God : as foon as lie 
heard the news of its being taken by the enemy, he fainted 
away, and falling backward from bis feat, broke bis neck 
and died. His daughter-in-law, the wile of Phinchas,' 
being then near her time, fell in labour upon hearing all 
thefe dreadful tidings; Ihe teftified the cxccfs of her 


i Sam. ii. iii. palf. 


(T) Samuel was of the tribe 
of Levi, of the branch of Ko- 
hath ; but bceaufe he exercif- 
cd feveral prieftly functions, 
fuch as anointing of Saul and 
David, offering up facrifices 
even out of the tabernacle, his 
wearing a linen ephod, and 
being named by the Pfalmift 
with Mofes and Aaron, the 
prielts of the Lord, fome an¬ 
cient fathers have thought he 
was of the race of Aaron, and 
performed the funtftion ol high- 
prielt after the death of Eli 
and his two ions. Jofephus 
ferns to hint fomething like 
•t, when he fays, that Saul 

(i) Auguli. inPf, xcviii. cont. 
*- al. Vide Mendel, in i R«tp 
ti. >4. 


knew him to be Samuel, when 
he appeared to the witch ol 
Endor in a prieftly veil, though 
he calls his father a plain Le- 
vitc, where he fpeaks of hi* 
birth ; but it appears from the 
Chronicles, that he was of the 
branch of Kohath, the fecond 
fon of Levi ; and as for his 
wearing an ephod, David did 
the fame ; and Gideon, Ma- 
noali, Saul, Elijah, and o- 
thers, who were neither prielts 
nor Levites, have facrificed 
upon particular occalions ; and 
fome prophets, and even their 
difciples, have anointed king* 
(')• 

Fault. & abb. Cbryfoft. Ambr. 
I Cbron. vi. ai-S feq. * SlI °' 

grief 
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grief by calling the child (he was delivered of Ichabod, to 
fignify, that the glory of Ifroel was departed, and expired 
immediately r . 

What befel the ark of the covenant, and thofe that kept 
it captive, and its being fent back, we have already feen 
Its wonderful and unexpefted return to Bethfhemelh oc- 
cafioned univerfnl joy in all the people, who came croud- 
ing from all the adjacent parts to feaft their eyes with the 
fight of the facred fymbol, it being then the time of har- 
veft. In the field where it {topped, was a large (tone, 
upon which the priefts and Levites offered up the two 
milch kine that brought it fora burnt-offering. This was 
accompanied with feveral others, which the inhabitants 
of the place facrificed on the fpot, and the ark and tref- 
Tr. of FI. pafs-offering were depdfited upon the fame {tone. But 

H 7 *- their joy was fDon converted into mourning and lamenta- 
Ante Chr. t j orlj through the irreverence of the Bethfhemefliites, 
117 whom an imprudent curiofity excited to look into the 
ark; for which prefumption fifty thoufand and feventy 
men were puuiflied with immediate death (U). This ter¬ 
rible ilaughter (truck fucli terror into the furvivors, that 
they fent to the inhabitants of Kirjath-jearim, a city in 
the neighbourhood of Bethfliemefh, and in the tribe of 
Judah, defiring that they would fetch the ark away h . It 
was removed accordingly, and placed in the houfe of 
one Abinadab, which {food on the higheft part of the 
city, where it continued till David’s time, that is, about 
feventy years, and Abinadab’s foil, Eleazar, was confu- 
crated to be its keeper. 

f I Sam. iv. to the end. s See the Hiltory of thePhiliftines, 
vol.i. p- 419, & f=q- h 1 Sanl - vi - P er t°t* 

(U) This is what ours, and jov to receive the ark, fuppnf- 
motl other verfions, make the ing fucli a number could really 
original to fay : for which rea- have all looked into it. 
fon we have nut dared to de- The original is capable of a 
part from it; though we own, two-fold fenfe, bolides this in 

with the learned Bochart, that our verfion, and both greatlv 

we can neither conceive how leflen that number, f he nut 
there could he fucli a multi- implies fifty men of a thou- 
tude of people in a village land, inflead of fifty thouhmd. 
on the borders of Judaia, that is, in all, feventy. 1 >'■= 
mir how it could he con- other makes it feventy of the 
fiftent with the goodnefs of common people, and fifty 
God to make fuch a (laughter the captains, 
of thofe men, who came with 


Samuel) 
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Samuel, who afted by this time both as prophet mid Samuel's 
judge, took occafion, from the people’s aflembling in txhnatim 
•"••ijt multitudes before the ark, to lament their not yet 
recovered liverty, to perfuade them to pm away Ailuaruth, 
and the other lirungc deities, from among them, and to 
ferve the Lord alone; upon which condition only he could 
promiic them a fpeedy deliverance from the Philistine 
yoke. The people readily complied with his advice, and 
afterwards nffembled at Mizpeh, according to his appoint¬ 
ment, where they faded and prayed, and cxprellcd all 
the tokens offincere repentance. I his unulual meeting 
gave umbrage to the Philiftines, who immediately took 
up arms, and came agninlt them ; but .Samuel having 
offered up a fucking lamb lor a burnt otlcring, by his 
prayers obtained Inch a dorm of thunder and lightning as 
ijuite difeomfited their enemies, whom the Ifraelitcs pur- 
fued, with great (laughter, unto Bctli-Car. in me¬ 
mory of this lign.il victory, Samuel caufcd a great done 
to be created between Mizpeh and Shen, which he called 
Eben-Ezer, or the fter.e of help ; and from that time, to 
Samuel’s death, the Phllidincs were io far from mak¬ 
ing any farther attempt againd lfrael, that they fullered 
them to recover all the cities and fortrciTcs which had 
been taken from them, from Ekron even unto Gath, and Yr. of FI. 
the adjoining territories L At the fame time the Ilrael- “Sm¬ 
iles were at peace with the Amorites, fo that the land , ir ‘ 

enjoved profound repofe all the days of Samuel’s govern- — 

neat, whilft he, to make it eaficr to the people, left Ha¬ 
mah, his refidence, and the place nl his nativity, once a 
year, to take a circuit round Beth-el, Gilgal, and Miz- 
pch, to adminider juftice; then he returned to his own 
city, where he had built an altar unto God, and whither 
die people might relort to him at all other times ’. 

By that time Samuel had judged lfrael twenty years 
with great integrity and ap. la’-ife, he had the mortifica¬ 
tion to hear, that his two Ions, Joel and Abiah, whom 
litf h.nl, in his later days, made judges at Beerlheba, fuf- 
l- r: i thenifclves to be bribed to pervert judgment ; upon 
vrliieh account he law himfclf furrouiulcd by the ciders of 
lfrael, who defired that he would appoint to them a king, 
like other nations, fintc his fons were not worthy tn fuc- 
t ecd him in his office. Samuel espodulated with them 
la the ftronged terms ; upbraided them with their ingra¬ 
titude, and forewarned them of their danger; and, among 

h , Sam. vi. U ecjq. l Ibid. *ii. to Uie end. 
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other diiTuafives, laid before them all the mifchiefs and 
grievances they were likely to fuller from a king. In a 
word, he omitted nothing that could poihbly divert tllmf 
from their defign, though all to no purpofe, till God com¬ 
manded him to comply with their tequeit, and to fct fuch 
a king over them as he fliould diretl. Samuel having, 
therefore, promifed to gratify their wifh, difmifl'ed them 
for the prelent and Saul was foon after appointed by 
God to be the firft king of Ifrael. 

SECT. IX. 

The Hiflory of the "jew j under their monarchical 
Government. 

CAUL, the foil of Kidt, of the tribe of Benjamin, was 
^ a comely youth, taller by the head and fhuulders than 
the common fizc. He had been font with a fe r vant, 
about the time of this defection, in quell of fnme Itrayvd 
affes. Samuel, who knew him to be the perfon appointed 
by God to the regal dignity, and was then going to blsfs 
a fat rifice which was held in his city, tool: tlrat oppor¬ 
tunity to introduce him to the fcaft, where he let him in 
the highcil place, and diftinguiihed him from all the 
other gueilsby regaling him with particular dainties. 11c 
detained him all night, and on the morrow, accompanied 
him lome part of the way. On this occafion, having 
commanded his fervant to go on before, lie poured the 
oil upon his head, and fainted him king of Ifrael. Saw 
behaved, during this ceremony, with extraordinary mo- 
deity, alleging the fmall importance of his tribe and fa¬ 
mily, as an argument of his being unfit for fo high a dig¬ 
nity j but the prophet affined him, that lie fliould lint 
himfelf endowed with fuch a fuperior portion of God", 
fpirit, as would give him a new heart, fo that he wont 
fhortly feel lnmfelf quite another man. He allured him 
that in his way home he would be met by a company 0 
prophets, and that he would then receive the fpirit of pro 
phecy. This prediftion was literally fulfilled, to tin 
adorn fh me lit of his acquaintance, whofe exclamation be¬ 
came proverbial, Is Saul alfo among the prophets: 
{soon after this tranfafdion, Samuel called all the heads 0 
Ifrael to Mizpeh, and caufed them to prefent themfelve 

* I Sain. viii. 1, & ftqn. 
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by their tribes before the Lord. As they parted in order, 
that of Benjamin was taken ; then were the families of it 
called, and that of Matri was taken, and next to that the 
Ion of Kifh 

During this ceremony, Saul, who had concealed him- 
felf, being brought forth, Samuel prclented him to the 
people, as the perfon whom God had chofen to be their 
head; and immediately the air rang with the people’s 
fliouts, “ Long live the king !” Mere Samuel, who, at 
their firfl tumultuous meeting, had forewarned them of all 
that a king might do in the plenitude of his power, and 
what they had to fear from him, now thought it neccflary 
to initruct him, before the aflembly, in all the duties of a 
fovereign. Finally, he caufed hyn to be proclaimed and 
anointed king of Ifrael. The new king returned to his 
lioufe in Gibcah, whither he was attended by a number of 
brave fubjetls; whillt another company ol loofe young 
men defpifed his youth, and refufed to ackno .vlege him as 
their fovereign. 

In a little time, however, he had an occafion to give 
them an earneft of his courage, and to let them fee how- 
well he could ufe his new authority. The inhabitants of 
Jabcfh-Gilcad were llrcightly beheged by the Ammo¬ 
nites, and upon the blink of lofing not only their liberty, 
but their right eyes, as a hilling reproach to the whole 
nation, when, having obtained a refpite of feven clays 
from the Ammonitifli king, they fent an account of their 
difinal llate to the elders of Ifrael. Saul immediately Saul’ifirfl 
caufed a yoke of oxen to he hewed in pieces, and dillri- 
buted with the utmoll fpeed through ali the tribes, with 
this threatening meflage, that whofoever refufed to follow 
him to the relief of their brethren of Jabefh-Gilead, (hould 
fee his cattle tlellroyed in the fame manner. I he peo¬ 
ple, alarmed at this declaration, immediately repaired to 
Bezek, to the number of lliree hundred thoufand, befu'es 
thirty thoufand of the tribe of Judah. Saul, thus rein- 
forced, fent the beheged word, that he would come to 
their releue by the next morning, and marched all that 
night without halting. As form as he approached the Yr. of FI. 
enemy, he divided his army into three bodies, and fell '* 5 r'i, r 
upon them by break of day with fuch fury, that they were " ' 
forced to raifc the fiege, and fly with the utmoll preci- , _—» 

pitation. The people, elevated with this fignal victory, 
stdvifui him to put to death all who bad refufed to ae- 


* 1 Sam. x- 11. xi. 
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knowlege Saul fur their king; but he .genernufly vvith- 
ftood the proposal, alleging that it was not fit to (lain the 
beginning of his reign with the (laughter of their bre¬ 
thren, after God had wrought fo great a falvation in 
Ifirael. This moderate nnfwer pleated the people dill 
more ; and Samuel, who had accompanied him to the 
battle, invited the people to Gilgal, there to confirm the 
kingdom unto Saul by univerfal content, fince he had 
(hewed himfelf fo worthy to reign ; he was accordingly 
inllalicd with great folenmity 

Samuel took this opportunity to juftify his adminiftra- 
tion as judge ; becaufe his authority, now devolved upon 
Saul, would be no longer a check upon any of them from 
exhibiting their complaint, if any Inch they had againll 
him. lie therefore challenged them, as he was now 
old, and ready to leave the world, to accufe him openly 
before their new king, if he had committed any fraud, in- 

t Lillice, or oppreffion, that he might now make reilitution 
cfore he died; and he had the fatisfadlion of being 
cleared and commended by the general voice of the peo¬ 
ple. However, to convince them of their ingratitude in 
demanding a king, he recapitulated all the grievous thral¬ 
doms which their idolatry and difobediencc had drawn 
upon them fince their being feated in that land ; and 
the many fignal deliverances which God had wrought 
for them upon their repentance; and, to add a (till 
greater weight to his words, and allure them how 
highly God was difpleal'cd at them, he reminded them, 
that it was then the time of harveft, when the air 
was generally ferene, and free from clouds and ftormy 
rains; but he told them that he would, by his prayers, 
obtain fuch an extraordinary ilorm of thunder and rain, 
as fhould convince them that God had been highly pro¬ 
voked by their ungrateful demand. He put his threats 
in execution accordingly, and the people were terrified 
into a fen fie of their own unwoitfiinefs. They now 
earneflly bcggi d he would ufie his prayer s to avert the im¬ 
pending danger, and he readily complied with their fup- 
plieation. He then allured them that he would continue 
his good offices to therrrfcs long as he lived ; that if they 
and their king would continue ftedtaft in their obedience 
to God, inftead of confiding in their vain and deceitful 
jtlols, every thing would go well with them ; but that if 


they 
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they relapfed, both be and they muft expeft to feel the 
effects ol the divine difplcafure c . 

All thefe tranfattions happened in the firft year of 
Saul’s reign ; in the next he difinill'ed his numerous 
army, and referred only three thoufaud men, two tliou- 
fand of whom he put into the garrii'ons of Miehmafli and 
Beth-el; and the other thoufand he left at Gibeah of Ben¬ 
jamin, under his foil Jonathan. This young prince, 
willing to atehieve fomethiiig worthy the foil and fucceiibr 
of Saul, went and fmotc a Philiftine garifon at Gilu; 
the news of which having alarmed that nation, obliged 
his father to blow the trumpet, and to let Ifrael know 
that the Philillines were coming again ft them with a nu¬ 
merous holt. They had indeed thirty thoufand chariots, 
and fix thoufand horfemen, bcfidcs an innumerable mul¬ 
titude of foot, with which they came and encamped 
ngainfl Miehmafli, ealtwanl of Beth-Aven. The fight of 
fo vail an army ftruck an univerfal terror through all 
llrael, infomuch that, forgetting tluir late victory, and the 
valour which their new king had fliewn upon that oc- 
cafion, a great part of that diforderly people hid tliem- 
felves in caves, dens, and other lurking holes ; wliillt an¬ 
other part fled to tile other fide of Jordan for fiifitv, leav¬ 
ing their country open to their enemies, ami their king to 
make the belt of the remains of the people that flood by 
him in the day of trouble. One misfortune, however, 
attended them, which may, in fotne meafure, excufe their 
defection ; which was, that the Phi liftings had taken c.ue 
to ftrip them of all kinds of weapons, and even of the 
iirftruments with which they ufed to fharpen their rural 
tools, left they fhould ufe them inftead of arms. 'Ihcy 
had neither fmith nor fdrge, and fo naked were they at 
this time, that there was neither fworrl nor fpear but 
thofe which Saul and his foil ufed d , when he came to 
muller his litte army. The king, however, continued 
with them at Gilgal, expefting .Samuel’s coming accord¬ 
ing to his appointment; but after lie had waited feven 
whole days, and found that Samuel neither came nor 
fent, and that his little army was alnroft dwindled away 
to a fmall handful, fearing left he fhould be furprifed by 
the enemy, before he had implored the protection of 
God in the ufual way of facrifices, he ventured, on the 
feventh dav, to offer up Tome peace-offerings, and a burnt- 
oirering. He had fcaree made an end of facrifieing. 
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when Samuel came, and blamed him highly for what he 
had done (A). Saul excufed himfelf upon the prefling 
neccffity he was in ; but the prophet told him he had 
done a very foolilh adlion ; and that his difobedience to 
God’s command would caufe the kingdom to be tranfi. 
ferred from him to a more worthy perfon. As foon as 
Samuel had departed from him, to go to Gibeon, Saul 
and his ftm followed him thither with his little army, 
confifting of only fix hundred men unarmed. There they 
beheld, with forruw, the Philiftines, who were ftill en¬ 
camped in Michmafh, making a three-fold incurfion into 
Ifrael, and committing great depredations by feparate de¬ 
tachments; one towards Ophrah, another at Beth-Huron, 
and the third in the valley of Zoboim. 

They were in this dil'mal fituation, when Jonathan ven¬ 
tured, unknown to his father, or to any perfon but h 13 
armour-bearer, who accompanied him, to climb on his 
hands and feet through craggad rocks, and fall upon one 
of the enemy’s out-guards, where he killed twenty of 
their men, and put the roll to flight. Thefe fugitives- 
running into the' camp, fpread fuch a panic through the 
holt, that it was eafily perceived by Saul; who, finding 
Jonathan was miffing, eafily gntfled him to be the au¬ 
thor of their confufion. Saul had with him the ark of 
God, and Ahkih the high-prell, the gr-eat-grandfon of 
Eli; and was going to defire him to enquire of the Lord, 
whether he fhould fall on the enemy, when the noife 
and tumult increafcd in fuch a manner, as allured him 
they were put to the rout. He then but Ahiah hold his 
hand, and with his followers fell on the flying Philiftines, 
his army ftill increafing, as well from a number of He¬ 
brew captives, who took that opportunity to make their 
efcape, as from a greater number of thofe, who, obferv- 
ing from their lurking-holes the fuccefs of their brethren, 
came and joined their king. 

This victory might have been more complete, had not 
Saul unadvifedly adjured his army not to (top their pur- 
fuit to take fomc convenient rcfrcfhmcnt. Jonathan, 
knowing of his father’s imprecation, and being quite fpent 
with that day’s toil, had refreflied himfelf with a little ho¬ 
ney which he found in his way; fo that when his tranf- 
greffion came to be difeovered by urim, Saul would in¬ 
fallibly have condemned him to die, had not the whole 

(A) It is not eafy to divine drew upon him fuch a fevere 
what Saul’s crime was, which fentence from the prophet. 

army 
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army interpofed, and fworn that not a hair of his head 
fliould be hurt, in cunfideration of the fignal deliverance 
which he had effe£ted. Saul returned home viflorious, 
and put himfclf in a condition of purfuing his conquelt, 
not only againft the l’hiliftincs, hut alfo ag.tinfl the Am¬ 
monites, Moabites, Edomites, and the kings of Zohah 
and Amalek. llis general was Abner, the Ion of his and Amah- 
uncle Net; he had alfo two fons befnlcs Jonathan; and, il,a ' 
next to that of his army, his care was to have a guard 
about himfelf, comnofed of the moll valiant men he cuultl 
find in his dominions '. ^ 

The Scripture gives us no particular account of any of 
thefe wars, that againft Amalek excepted, of which sve 
have fpuken in its proper place'; neither is it cafy to 
guefs at what periods of Saul's’reign any of them hap¬ 
pened. All that we know is, that lie reigned forty years ; ; 
that he was a valiant and fuccefsful prince, continually at 
war with fume of the neighbouring Hates ; and that lie 
over-awed all his enemies round about; fo that, had he 
not been unmindful of God’s command with refpeft to 
the king of Amalek, and the plunder of his fubjetts, he 
might, in all likelihood, have reigned all his life without 
misfortune. The fenteiice of rejection, which the pro¬ 
phet had pronounced againft him, made fo deep an im- 
preifion upon Saul, that he owned his fault, and only 
begged of Samuel, for decency lake, that he would Hill 
fhew fnme regard to him, and accompany him, whillt lie 
went and paid his adoration to God. Samuel complied 
with his requeft, and loon after caufcd the proud Aim- 
Ickitifli king to be put to death, wlmfe dellioying fwortl 
had bereaved fo many mothers of their children ; and re¬ 
turned to Ramah, the place of his abode. from that 
period he never came more to Saul, but continued mourn¬ 
ing for him h , till he was reproved by God, and com¬ 
manded to go to Bethlehem, and anoint one of the fons David a* 
of JelTe in the room of the reigning prince. mmttd 

Samuel was forced to colour his journey with the pre- W- 
tence of offering up a fjciihcc there; and accordingly 
took a young heifer with him, both to avoid giving any 
fufpieiun to the jealous king, and to difperfc the fears of 
the elders of Bethlehem, who would be alarmed at his Ar. of FI. 
unexpected arrival. As foon as he came to Jcfle’s houfc, An “ 
he called all his fons to pal's before him in order; and , 0 5j. 

e I Sam. xiv.' pafli f See the Hift. of the Amalekitri, vol. i. 
p. 5S6, 5 c Icq. I Afts xtii. II. h I Sain, xx, pill'. 
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when he beheld the eldeft of them, who was a matt of 
valour, he prefently fuppofed him to be the perfon chofen 
to be Saul’s fucceffbr: however, God reje£led him, as he 
did alfo the other fix in their turns. Samuel then alked 
their father, whether thefe were all the fons he had ? who 
anfwercd, that he had one more, his youngeft, aftripling, 
who was then employed in keeping his fheep. He was 
direfted to fend for the youth ; and, as foon as David 
came in, Samuel was ordered to anoint him in the pre¬ 
fence of his brethren (D). Then he made a feait to 
JefTc’s family, and to the elders of the city, and returned 
to Rnmah, while David went bark to his nocks. 

Not long after this event, the Lord having forfaken 
Saul, he began to be tormented by an evil fpirit, or by a 
deep melancholy ; to tfifpel which, he was advifed to 
have recolnfe to the mufic of the harp, and to engage as 
his minlhxl, young David, who by this time had gained 
the reputation of an expert mufician. He was fent for ac¬ 
cordingly; and the ruddinefs of his complexion, and 
comelinefs of his perfon, joined with the fweetnefs of his 
'elitves mufic, won Saul’s heart fo far, that he made him his ar- 
aut'i mt- mour-bearer, and retained him always near his perfon. 
i*r holy. Whenever, therefore, Saul s diftemper came upon him, 
David was ordered to divert him with his mufic, which 
never failed to give him eafe At length the king’s dis¬ 
order being to all appearance cured, David was permitted 
to go home and refume his former occupation. 

A rupture enfuing between the lfraelites and Fhiliftines, 
Saul took the field, and encamped by the Valley of F.lah, 
while the enemy pitched their camp at Ephes-Dannnim, 

m i Sam, xvi. ulr. 

(D) It is hardly to be fup- ken for a promifing warrior, 
pofed, that Samuel did then Jofephus fays, that Samuel 
explain the whole myftery of only whifpered the fecret into 
his anointing of David ; which David’s and his father’s ear, 
might have had fome fatal con- and concealed it from the reft, 
fequejice, had it come to the And, indeed, had his brethren 
ears of Saul; but as it was ufual known, or even fufpedted, that 
to anoint men to the office of he had been anointed to the 
prophet, as well as to the regal regal dignity, it is not credible 
dignity, it is mod likely, that they would have ufed him vvi'li 
he left them to fuppofe the fuch roughnefs and ill manners 
former; as David was not as they did, when their tuber 
much above fifteen years of fent him to them to Sanl’s 
age, and too tender to be ta- camp. 


between 
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between Shochoh and Azekah, in the tribe of Judah,. A 
valley parted the two armies, which had contented them- 
felves with looking upon one another, without linking a 
blow, during the fpace of forty days, and nothing pad 
but the repeated defiance or challenge of the gigantic 
Goliath. But that, which had chilled the hearts of all 
the Ifraelites, wrought a contrary eti'etl upon young Da¬ 
vid, who was juft arrived in the camp, font thither by old 
Jeffi: with provifions to his three eldeft brothers, who 
were then in Saul’s army. Heating that this champion 
had defied the army of Ifrael, and that Saul had promifed 
his daughter as a reward to the man that lhoulcl flay him, 
this young fhepherd refolved to difeharge the exploit wliieh 
no other Ifraclite had courage to attempt. At his pre- 
fenting himfclf to the king, all that beheld him, judged Vr. of FI. 
him altogether unequal to the combat; nevcrthclcfs, with- I,8 s- 
out any other weapon than a fling, and a few pebble- Ante (.hr, 
ltones in his fliepherd’s pouch, he fullicd forth again!! '° 
this giant, whom lie flew; and, in a few minutes, Dr/tau 
brought his head and fwotd, and laid it at the feet of Coliaih. 
Saul. 

What effect this vi£hory had over the amazed Philiftines, Jmatha*’i 
may be eafily conceived " : but David's behaviour wrought f nCnJ fi‘P 
fo much on the heart of Jonathan, that it gave birth to 10 0a ' vu *’ 
the moft intimate friendfhip between them, infomuch 
that the text fays, their fouls were knit together ; and 
David elfewhere tells us, that it exceeded by far the love 
of women. But it loon after made a much different im- 
prefTion upon Saul, though at full he fcenied charmed 
with the youth’s conduft, and gave him a cnufiderable 
poll in his army. What infpired that prince with the firft 
fentiments of .jealoufy againft him, was the indifcrction 
of a company of women, who came to meet them at their 
return from the battle, with vocal and iuftruniental mu- 
fie, and in their fongs extolled David above him, faying, 
that Saul had killed his thoufands, but David his ten 
thoufands. From that moment he looked upon the fon 
of Jeffe as a dangerous rival, and thought himfclf unfafe 
while the other remained alive. His difeafe now feem- Davldhat. 
ed to be wholly turned into jealoufy, and David often td bj Saul. 
narrowly efcaped becoming the viftim of it; for, even 
on the very day after this exploit, whilft David was en¬ 
deavouring to foothe his melancholy with mufic, he 
threw a javelin at him with fuch force, that it ftuek 


See the Hift. of the Philiftinei, vol. i. p. 4x3. 
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againft the wall. He made a fecond attempt, but David 
again efcapsd. 

At length, Saul obferving how much David was be¬ 
loved by the people, thought proper to temporife, and 
promoted him to a higher ollke, in hopes, that being ex- 
pofed to frefh dangers, he might fall by the hands of the 
enemy. He promifed him, at the fame time, his elded; 
daughter, as a reward of his next victory ; but David had 
the mortification to fee her given to another- The next 
fnare which Saul laid for him was, to intimate, that he 
deligned in earned to give' him his fecond daughter, and 
would accept of a hundred fore-fkins of the Philiftines, 
inftead of a dowry. David embraced the terms, and 
brought him double that number; fo that Saul, having 
no pretence left to excufi: himfeif from his promife, gave 
him Michal in marriage, whofe fincere affc&ion, joined 
to that of her brother Jonathan, proved afterwards very 
ferviceable to him, by defeating their father's attempts 
againil his life, even at the hazard of their own. David, 
in the fequel having gained a fign.il viftory over the Phi¬ 
liftines, was, at his return to court, in danger of being 
ftuck to the wall again with a javelin. In confequence 
of this outrage he retired to his own houfe, whither Saul 

! iurfued him, caufmg the houfe to be befet by fome of his 
ervants, when his faithful wife contrived his efcape, by 
Conveying him privily out at a window, in the dead of 
night, that he might have time to travel a confiderable 
Way before he was purfued. When her father’s men 
came in the morning, file affured them, that her hufband 
was very ill, and confined to his bed, {hewing them at 
the fame time the figure of a man, which fhe had con¬ 
veyed into it, and covered up with bed-doaths, to pre¬ 
vent difeovery. They were foon fent back with orders to 
bring him alive ; by which means her ftratagem being 
difeovered, file incurred the wrath of her father, which 
{he with difficulty appeafed, by pretending {he had been 
forced to promote her hufband’s efcape, in order to fave 
her own life. 

David withdrew to Ramah, to acquaint Samuel with 
the unwelcome news; and thence both went down to 
Naioth, which was not far from Ramah, where was a 
fchool of prophets. It was not long before Saul fent 
me {fencers to fetch him, who were no fooner come within 
fight of Samuel and the prophets, than they fell a-pro- 
phefying likewife, and fo returned without having exe¬ 
cuted their orders. He feat others a fecond and a third 

time, 
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time, with the fame fuccefs, and at length refohed to p 
himfelf, and, when he came, he prophcfied likewiie, 
ralt off his cloaths, and lay down uncovered (L) the 
whole day and night a circumllance which gave David 
an opportunity to withdraw", and to have a private con* 
fcrence with Jonathan, wherein they fwore to each other 
a perpetual friendlhip. That generous young prince ex- 
poled himfelf to his father’s fury for his friendlhip to Da- 
vid, and was reproved for it in the bittereft terms; nay, 
having once ventured to plead for him, he narrowly el- 
taped being killed by the mcenfed kmg. binding at 
length, that his friend’s death was refolved on, he went 
to the Hone Ezel, the place appointed for their meeting; 

■and there he had an interview with David, whom lie 
fully informed of the danger to which he would be lx- 
pofed, fliould he (lay any longer within the reach of his 
implacable father. They therefore took » *tocW 
fareweluf each other»} and David battened to the land ^ 
of Nob, where Ahimelech the high-pneft had re- 

^David was forced to amufe the high-prieft with a pre¬ 
tence of being fern by the king, upon fome private bufi- 
nefs of importance ; but, having obferved in this place, 
Doeg an Edomite, one of Saul’s (hepherds, by whom he 
forefaw he fliould certainly be betrayed if he made any 
Hay, he told Ahimelech, that his bufinefs was urgun X, 
and begged that he would give him fome refrcfhmcrU f r 
himfelf, and the young men that were with him. When 
they had rcfrcHicd themfelves, David alked him, whether 
he could not furnifh him with fome fw ords or fpears; and 
was anfwered, that the pbee adorded no ° thc ™P™ 
hut the fword of Goliath, which he del.red m gh be 
brought to him; and, having girt it on, he took h.s leave 

of thehigh-prieit, and fled to Ach.fh king of Gath. the 
courtiers of that prince, in order to excite his jea ““ Y al 
refentment a gain It the fon of Jeffe, rec. ed the fongs ot 
The TfraelitUh women, implying “ that SauUudflam h* 
thoufands, and David his ten thoufands. Dai id, alarm 


• i Sam. xix- paffim- 


t Ch. xx. paflim. 


m The words in the ori- all fueh indecencies, in op- 
■ if L r hr bv naked ; pofition to the heathen priefts, 

“ .b. ta-l M, £» 

God having ftriftly forbidden fealti. 


•4 



J8<S 


Saul butch- 
frs all the 
fritfit and 
inhabitants 
§/ Nob . 
Abiuthar 
gfcapes to 
David. 


The Hijlory of the Jewi 

ed for his own life, refolved to convert their king’s fe« 
fentment into pity or contempt, and counterfeited mad- 
nefs fo naturally, that Achifli, believing him really infane,' 
permitted him to retire unmolefterf to the cave of Adul- 
lam. 

Mean while, Saul, vexed to find that David was out of 
his reach, (formed at Jonathan, and at his own fervants, 
as if they had all confpited with the fon uf Jefle againft 
him ; when Doeg the Edomite came and acquainted him 
with what had palled at Nob, how Ahimelech had fur- 
ni(hed David with provifions and weapons, and had en-* 
quired of the Lord concerning his fate. The king wasfo 
exafperated by thefe tidings, that he ordered the pontiff 
and all his kindred to fye apprehended and brought into 
his prefence ; where, after having loaded them with the 
moft bitter inveCffves, he declared they fhould fuffer im¬ 
mediate death. In vain Ahimelech pleaded his ignorance 
of any difference or animofity between the king and Da¬ 
vid. Saul’s anger was rather incenfed than appeafed by 
, this apology, and he commanded his attendants to cut 
them all in pieces. This odious and cruel office being 
declined by all the reft, -was immediately executed by 
Doeg. But Saul, not yet fatiated with vengeance, order¬ 
ed a detachment to go and put the whole city of Nob to 
thefword, men, women, children, and cattle ; and this 
flaughter was alfo executed fo effectually, that none but 
Abiathar, one of Ahimelech’s fons, had the good fortune 
to efcape. He went immediately to David, who com¬ 
forted him for the difafter of his family, by taking him 
into his protection, and promifing to raife him to the dig¬ 
nity of high-prieft, asfoon as it fhould be in his power. 

Among thofe who followed David, were his father, 
mother, brethren, and other relations, with the prophet 
Gad. Befides thefe, he was joined by multitudes of dit- 
trefled and difeontented perfons, to the number of four 
hundred. But the prophet Gad having told him, that it 
was no longer fafe for him to abide in that place, he con¬ 
veyed his parents into the land of Moab, and left them 
under the protection of the king of that country, whilft 
he himfelf and his men repaired to the foreft of Hareth 
in the land of Judah. However, he flayed not long there; 
but, having refeued the city of Keilah from the Philiftines, 
removed into the wildernefs of Ziph, with his adherents, 
who were by this time increafed to fix hundred. Whilft 
he lurked about the rocks and caves of this place, he 
was privately vifited by Jonathan, when their former 

vows 
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, iows of friendfhip were repeated. David promifed 
upon oath, that if he {hould be raifed to the throne, 
Jonathan fhould maintain the next place in dignity; or 
if Jonathan fhould not live to fee that event, which he was 
by this time well allured would one day happen, that Da-, 
vid fliould exprefs the lame rtgard to his children. 

Saul being informed by the Ziphites, that David lay 
concealed in their neighbourhood, was fo tranTported with 
joy at the news, that he could not forbear blelfing them, 
as the only people that fhewed any concern tor his inte- 
reft. But David, apprifed of his being dilcovtred, re¬ 
moved to the wildernefs of Maun, whither Saul foon pur- 
fued him, and encamped over-againft him, with a defign 
to furround him; but, in the mean time, news were 
brought him, that the ]’hiliftines*had made a frelh incur- 
fiun into the land, fo that he was forced to go back to put 
a flop to their progrefs. In memory of this deliverance, 

David called the rock where he then was, Sela-Hammah- 
Jekoth, or the rock of diviftons. Removing with his little 
army to Engedi, he concealed himfeif among the ftrong 
holds of that place ’. Here Saul, who had foon repuifed 
the Philiftines, found him out again, and came againft 
him with three thoufand men ; but, whilft he was in 
fearch of him, an urgent occafion obliged him to retire 
into the cave where David lay concealed. David’s fol¬ 
lowers now remonftrated that this was the time in which 
God had promifed to deliver his enemy into his hand ; 
and that he had it now in his power to put a total end, 
with one blow, to this unnatural war, and free himfeif 
and them from all their mifery. He feerned to liften to 
their advice ; Hole foftly near Saul; cut off the fkirt of David'e 
his robe, and gave him an opportunity of efcaping alive, 
whilft he appeafed the refentment of his men, with re- 
prefenting to them, how heinous a crime it was to ftretch 
forth a hand againft their lawful prince, and the Lord’s 
anointed '. As foon, therefore, as Saul was gone out of 
the cave, he begged of him to entertain no longer fuch 
unworthy fufpicions of him, fince he had now given him 
lo fignal a proof, how much his heart abhorred the crimes 
for which he was fo unjuftly perfecurcd. This humble 
and affecting fpeech, reinforced with the infallible tefti- 
mony of the piece of his robe, melted Saul into tears of 
tendernefs and forrow : he acknowleged his fon’s fuperior 
Virtue in fparing his life, and owned, that he alone was 


worthy 
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worthy to (it on the throne of Ifrael, -which, he told him,, 
he was nowfatisfied he would foon afeen-d. He, there¬ 
fore, aa a farther proof of his generofity, find filial af- 
fedlion, defired him to fwear, that lie would not revenge 
the father’s injuries upon any of his children; but treat 
them with the fame tendernefs and compaffion he had 
now manifefted for their father. David readily gave him 
that fatisfa&ioii. After mutual embraces, Saul returned 
to Gibeah, and David and his men retired to their lining 
hold*. 

About this time Samuel died, in the nim ty-feventh or 
ninety-eighth year of his age, and was buried at Ramah, 
in his own houfe or garden. He had judged Ifrael fur 
twenty years from Eli’s death, and had lived about thirty- 
fix after his anointing fjaul to the regal dignity. As for 
David, having, in all probability, received intelligence 
of Saul’s relapfe, he removed farther from the neighbour¬ 
hood of Engedi, towards the wildernefs of Paran, near to 
Maon or Carmel, which was alfo in the tribe of Judah. 
Thence he fent a meffage to a wealthy Carmelite, called Na- 
bal, who was then making a feaft to his fheep-fhearers, de¬ 
filing him to fend him and his men fome portion of his good 
chear ; but the man, being naturally covetous and brutal, 
difmilTed the meflenger with fuch a churlifh anfwcr, ai 
would have proved fatal to him and his family, had not 
his wife, Abigail, made halte to carry, inperfon, a fup- 
ply of refrcfhment, which prevented all farther mifehief, 
and charmed David with her difereet and modeft beha¬ 
viour. She returned to her hufband ; and next day, when 
fleep had diflipated the fumes of his wir.e, acquainted him 
with the danger which his refufal was like to have brought 
upon him. Terrified with the apprehenfion of David’s 
refentment, he was taken ill and died in a few days; a 
circumftance which was no fooner known to David than 
he took Abigail to wife, Michai having, by this time, 
been given by Saul to another man. 

He was forced, foon after, to retire to Maon, into the 
defert of Ziph, whither Saul, who had by that time for¬ 
got all that pafled at their laft interview, took the field 
againft him with three thoufarid chofen men, and gave 
him a frefh opportunity of evidencing his innocence. 
The fon of Jeffe, accompanied by Abifhai, in the dead 
of the night, entered Saul’s camp, where they found all 
his people fail afleep ; the king himfetf lay with his fpear 
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ftuck in the ground by his bolder, ami Abner, bis general, 
with the reft of his officers, encamped round his tent. 

Abiihai obferved, that Providence hid brought his enemy 
once more into his hand as a vitiim to the (laughter, and 
that, if he milled fo fair an opportunity of transfixing him 
to the ground with his own fpear, he might in vain bewail 
his folly. David (lopped his hand ; ancontenting him- 4 
felf with carrying away his fpear, and the pitcher of water in/lance of 
that lay under his head, unperceived by any of Saul’s OaviJ'i 
men, foon after reached his own camp. Saul, being ap- 
prifed of this adventure, came out, and, in the mildelt 
terms, acknowleged himfelf indebted, a fecond time, for 
his life, to his generous, though much-injured fon-in- 
law. David complained of his iyjultice and cruelty, with 
expreflions fo full of duty and humility, reprefenting to 
him how much beneath a king of lfrael it was, to hunt 
after a poor harmlefs flea, or an innocent partridge; and 
begged of him to defift from perfecting a man to death, 
who was not only innocent, but who (hewed fuch a ten¬ 
der regard for his life when it was in his power, that 
Saul could not refill fo (Irong an evidence of his foil’s 
fuperior virtue, which he mull have admired even in an 
enemy. He (liewed the mod lively marks of remorfe; 
acknowleged his folly and injufticc, promifed never to 
feek his life any more, and parted from him with feeming 
tokens of love and friendliiip. ’David, however, not dar¬ 
ing to rely too far on his fair promifes, retired once 
more to Achifh, king of Gath, defigning to abide with Relirult 
him till Providence fhould give a better turn to his Gath. 
affairs. The hofpitable reception he met with from that 
prince has been mentioned in another place; but here, 
though he found fo generous a friend and proteflor, yet 
an unexpected misfortune befel him, which was like to 
have proved as fatal to him, as if he had fallen into his 
enemy’s hand c . 

He remained at Ziklag, the place allotted him by the 
king of Gath, one year and four months, during which 
he was joined by fome of Saul s kindred, and multitudes 
of valiant men, and commanders of the tribe of Benja¬ 
min, Judah, and Gad, who ventured to pafs the Jordan 
to come to him, even at the time when it overflowed its 
banks,' befides fome of the tribe of Manaffeh, ith 
thefe he ufed to make incurfions into the countries of the 
Gefhurites, Gerizites, and Amalekites, without the 
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knowlegc of the king, to whom he pretended thefe expe¬ 
ditions were undertaken againft Judah. Achifli, in this 
perfuafion, repofed fuch confidence in his attachment, 
that he intended to ufe him and his forces in a war againlt 
Saul. 

We have already feen, in the hiftoryof the Amalckites, 
how thefe people, in the abfence of David, fackcd the 
city of Ziklag, and carried off all the women, children, 
and cattle ; how David, being ilifmiffed from the camp of 
the Philiftines, in conicquencc of the jealoufy of that na¬ 
tion, and finding his city taken and plundered, was in 
danger of being Honed by his own people; how, having 
confultcd the Lord by means of Abiathar, and received a 
favourable rcfponfe, lie purfued, overtook, and defeated 
the Amalckites, and retrieved all the booty they had car¬ 
ried away from Ziklag. 

After this fignal deliverance, David’s affairs began to 
take a better turn ; and the death of Saul, which hap¬ 
pened immediately after, not only freed him from an in¬ 
veterate enemy, but opened a fair and eafy way to the 
crown. Saul being abandoned by a great number of bis 
fubjedts, who had revolted to David, and feeing himfelf 
on the eve of being attacked by a formidable enemy, which 
in all probability his rival would reinforce, began to feel 
the horrors of defpair : he had killed all the priefts except 
Abiathar, who was alfo fled to David, fo that he could 
not confult the Lord by urim ; Samuel was dead, and 
not a prophet left to advife him. In this emergency he 
would gladly have fought for counfel from witches and 
wizzards, but be had long ago banifhed them all out of 
his dominions. At length, by dint ot much enquiring, 
he learned there was a woman at Endor who had a fa¬ 
miliar lpirit. To her he went difguifed in the night, and 
having promifed fecrecy, prevailed upon her to raife up 
Samuel. Seeing the prophet appear (lie fhricked with 
affright, knowing the peribn, who had employed her, 
could be no other than the king himfelf. When flic com¬ 
plained flic had been impofed upon, Saul defiied fhe 
■would proceed, alluring her fhe fhould be fafe, and afked 
what fhe had feen : file anfwered, “ an old man covered 
with a mantle,” whom Saul undeillood to be Sajnuel, 
and to whom he bowed himfelf to the ground. The ap¬ 
parition alking why he had difturbed and called him up, 
Saul owned, that the dillrefs he was in from the Philff- 
tine army, and his being deftitute of counfcl from Go , 
bad obliged him to have recourfe to this expedient to ob- 
B tain 
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tain tiis advice, that he might know what courfe be ihould 
1 take under thofe difficulties. Samuel replied, “ Why 
doftthou a(k my advice, feeing thy difobcdience hath 
alienated God from thee, and that thy kingdom is given 
to David f And nflw the Lord is going to give up the 
Ifraelites into the hands of their enemies, and thou and 
thy fona fhall be with me to-morrow (P)’\ At thefe laft 
words the afflicted king, who had eat nothing all that 
day, fainted away, and falling flat on the ground, remain¬ 
ed fpeechlefs for fome time. His men, at length, came 
and raifed him up, and the old woman befought him, in 
the humbleft terms, to take fome fuflenance before he 
went away ; he complied with her importunity, and re- y r , 0 f pj. 
frelhed himfelf, then departing, reached the army before 1193. 
break of day f . A dreadful baffle foon enfued, and the Ante Ctar, 
Ifraelites were totally defeated.^ Saul feeing his army 10i *‘ ^ 
routed, and apprehenfive of being taken alive, and ill Sau p s 
ufed by his enemies ( QJ, fell upon his own fword, and f ta t and 
put an end to his unfortunate life. The victorious Phi- death. 
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(P) There is hardly a paf- 
fage in the Old Teftamentthat 
has been more can vailed, by 
authors of all ages, than this 
we are upon; and, when a 
man has read them all, he will 
be forced to own, that there 
are difficulties in whatever fenfe 
he takes the hiftory of this ap¬ 
parition. Some fuppofe the 
whole to have been the deiu- 
fion of a juggler; others think 
the apparition tvas a familiar 
fpirit under the command of 
the force refs', but the greater 
number of critics infill upon its 
h aving been the very foul of Sa- 
muel; a fuppofition that evi¬ 
dently daffies with the affertiun 
of certain learned writers, who 
affirm, that the Ifraelites had 
no idea of a future flat*. It 
thuft he obfcrved, however, 
that in the forty-fiath chapter 


of Ecclefiafticus, it is expreflly 
laid, that Samuel, “after his 
desth, prophefied, and (hewed 
the king his end.” 

( QJ Notwithftanding what 
has been faid in our hiftory of 
the Phitiftines, of Saul’s re¬ 
ceiving feveral wounds before 
he fell upon his fword, wc beg 
leave to obferve here, that 
in this place, and in the Chro¬ 
nicles, where the account of 
Saul’s death is repeated, the 
root of the verb is chul, which 
fignifies to be in dread 9 inj>angs 9 
and alludes to the travail of » 
woman, 8 ec. and not challal, 
to -Mound. So that it doth not 
appear that he was at all 
wounded, but only in the ex¬ 
tremity of fear, when he fate 
himfelf fo thick befet with 
enemies that there was noway 
to efcape (1). 


(1) Vide Cbald. Paraph. Mifeft. ®ral, inloc. 
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Mines could not forbear wreaking their refentment on hi* 
dead body, and jhofe of his fons, which they mangled 
and expofed upon the walls of Beth-Shan. But the 
grateful Jabelhites, remembering how Saul had faved 
them formerly, from lofing their eyes and liberty, fent 
fome of their braveft men, who brought off the bodies, 
which were honourably interred, and a fall of feven days 
was kept in memory of their death. 

David had been returned from the daughter of the 
plunderers of Ziltlag about two or three days, when he 
received the news of Saul’s and Jonathan’s death, by an 
Amalekite, who alfo brought him the king’s crown and 
bracelets. How glad foever David might be to h^ar of 
his enemy’s death, yet that of his beloved Jonathan touch¬ 
ed him to the heart: and the great defeat of the Ifraelites, 
caufed a general mourning and falling in his whole 
army. As for the meffenger, he, who pretended to have 
given Saul his laft wound at his own deGre, he was 
punilhed with immediate death, for having lifted up his 
hand againft the Lord’s anointed E . 

David having mourned for Saul, confulted the Lord 
which way he mould fleer his cpurfe next; and was com¬ 
manded to remove to Hebron, where he was again anoint¬ 
ed king of Judah by that tribe, who came to him in mul¬ 
titudes, whilft Abner, Saul’s general, proclaimed that 
king’s fon, Iflibolheth, who was then forty years old, 
king of Ifrael, at Mahanaim. * Thus was the kingdom di¬ 
vided between two fovereigns, each enjoying his own 
lhare quietly, without molefting the other,' during the 
fpace of two years ; the tribe of Judah cleaving to David, 
and the reft, generally, adhering to Iflibolheth. 'f be firll 
.popular-ftep which David took, was to fend a meflage of 
thanks to.the inhabitants of Jabefli-Gilead, for the regard 
they had paid to the bodies of the deceafed king and his 
fons. Then he married Maacah, the daughter of Talmai 
king of Gelhur, by whom he had Abfalom and Tamar. 
At the end of two years, Abner, having repaffedthe Jor¬ 
dan with his army, encamped on one fid? of the pool of 
Gibeon i and Joab, the fon of Zeruiah, David’s general, 
took poll over-againft him, on the other. - 
• Huherto no hoftilities had palled, norhad any war been 
.declared between the two monarcljs, fo that their fub- 
je&s on both Gdcs being Ifraelites, there was a noceflity 
of making Some kind of hoftile overture which might 
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Wing on an engagement; the two generals, therefore) 
bethought themfelves of the following ftrange expedient: 
they agreed to fend twelve men out of each aimy, to 
meet in a proper place between them, under pretence of 
performing fome warlike exercifc j but they were no 
l'ooner come within reach of one another, than each man 
took his antagonift by the head, and fheathed his fword 
in his body, fo that they were all killed upon the fpot. In 
memory.-of this bloody feat the place was called Helcath- 
Hazzurim, the field of Jirtng men. A dreadful battle im¬ 
mediately enfued, in. which Abner’s army was totally 
routed, and he himfelf forced to fly for his life. The pur- n/feaied 
fuit lafted till fun-fet, aS far as the hill of Ammah, within ty Da-vid't 
fight of Giah, along the wildernefs of Giheon. Ilere the s c ‘ :c!al ‘ 
Benjaminites rallied under Abner? and polling themfelves 
on the rifing of the hill, refolvcd to make a (lout defence ; 
but their general, who was weary with fighting, called 
to Joab, and defired him to put a (lop to the (laughter of 
his brethren, whofe deftruflion could not but raufebitter- 
nefs in the end. Joab, accordingly, caufed the trumpet 
to found a retreat; after which Abner and his men took 
the way of Mahanaim, arid Joab returned to Hebron. 

There were but nineteen men killed on David’s fide, but 
Benjamin loft three hundred and fixty. From that time 
David grew daily ftronger, and Khboflieth became weaker; 
but the war between thofe two princes did not end till the 
death of the latter, which happened foon after this event. 

In the mean time Abner, having entered into a crimi¬ 
nal intercourfe with one of Saul’s concubines, named Riz- 
pah, was reprimanded for it by Ifhbofiicth, and refented tbs 
rebuke fo highly, that he fwore he would, from that mi¬ 
nute, become a friend to David ; he accordingly fent 
meflengers privately to him to concert a revolt, and foon 
found the following pretence forgoing to him unfufpefled. 

David demanded of I(hbo(heth his wife Michal, whom WAnlhtih 
Saul, during his Cxilef had.married to another; and ^ 

Abner, having obtained an order to convey her fafe to her 
firft hufband, went, accompanied with twenty men, and 
prefented her to David, by whom he was gracioufly re¬ 
ceived. In his return home, Joab fent for him back to 
Hebron, under fome friendly pretence, and killed him 'as 
foon as be was comoto the gate of the city, under colour 
of revenging the dead) of his brother Afahel, whom 
Abner had lately (lain. David being informed of this afiaf- ■ 
fination, protefted his own innocence, and vented bis re¬ 
sentment in imprecations again# the perpetrator; then he 
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ciufed Abner to be decently buried, and attended bis 
corpfe to the grave with all are marks of forrow and re- 
fpedl 

The death of Abner haftened the fate of Ifhbolheth* 
the chief fupport of whofe throne was now taken away. 
Baanah and Rechab, two of his captains, confpiring againft 
-his life, aflaffinated him as he lay afleep in his chamber, 
and carrying his head to Hebron, prefented it to David, 
from whom they expe&ed dome very confiderabls recom- 
pence. But the king of Judah, abhorring their treachery, 
ordered them to be put to death ; their hands and feet 
were hung up over the pool of Hebron ; and the head of 
Ifhbofheth was buried in the fepulchre of Abner. 

David by this time had reigned over Judah in Hebron 
about feren years and a half. When the reft of the tribes 
heard of Hhbofheth’s death, they afiembled, and came to 
anoint him king over all Ifrael. Thefe are faid to have 
amounted to the number of three hundred and twenty 
thoufand men, and upwards, all ready armed, and ex¬ 
pert warriors, out of all the twelve tribes, except part of 
that of Benjamin, which ftill adhered to the houfe of 
Saul. Davftl received them with joy, and feafted them at 
Hebron during three days; not only his own and the 
neighbouring tribes, but even feme of the more diftant, 

> pouring in plenty of provifions upon this occafion. 

Next year, David went and belieged Jerufalem, a place 
of fuch ftrength, that it had hitherto withftood the united 
force of Judah and Simeon. Here Joab difplayed fo 
much bravery and conduct, that he was made general in 
chief of Ifraelhe defeated the Jebufites, and carried by 
aSault the fortrefs of Sion, or Zion, which David made 
hie refidence from that time. He enlarged-and fortified 
it from Millo round about, and called .it the city of Da¬ 
vid, whilft. Joab rebuilt the reft of the city, furrounded 
it with a ftrone wall; and from that time it became the 
metropolis of Judaea *. * 

David’s fuccefs fa alarmed the Philiftines, that they 
refolved to crufh him at once ; with this view they came 
fuddenly upon him, took Bethlehem, and put a garrifoiy 
into it, before he could make any teCftance, whilft he 
was forced to retire to the cave of Ad«Itam for prefent 
'after. It was here, that, having osprefled a longing de- 
Ike for fome of the water of the well of Bethlehem, three 
o£b«-chiefs ventured through the enemies heft, which 

4 shim. i&. per tot. «» Sam.v. I, iChron.xi. *• 
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was encamped along the valley of Rephaim, and fetched 
him fome water from thence. Soon after this incident, 
having received a favourable anfwer from God, he fell 
upon, and fo effe&ttaJly difcomfited the Philiftines at two 
different onfets, that they were never more able to make 
head againft him, or any of his fucceflors u . David find¬ 
ing himfelf thus {Lengthened, his army numerous and 
well difcjplined, under the conduit of more than thirty 
warriors, who had all ftgnalized themfelves by extraordi¬ 
nary exploits, and his enemies fo thoroughly weakened i 
made a firm alliance with Hiram king of Tyre, by whom 
be was fumilhed with cedars and other woods, and with 
expert workmen to build him a palace in his own city. 

He likewife increafed the number of his wives and con¬ 
cubines, by whom he had many children at Jerufalem, 
befides thofe that were born to him in Hebron, 

Such a feries of fuccefies, and the univerfal peace which Hu [rati- 
then reigned through the whole kingdom, infpired him 
with the defire of making His city the centre of God's 
worfhip, by tranfporting thither the facred ark, which had 
continued almoft fifty years at Kirjath-Jearim, and plac¬ 
ing it in one of the belt apartments in hia new palace. 

He confulted the elders and chiefs of Ifrael, and being 
anfwered with the univerfal approbation of the afiembly, 
difpatched meflengers through the whole kingdom, to in¬ 
vite all the priefts and Levites, and as many of the people, 
as were fo difpofed, to come to the folcmnity. The ark 
was accordingly fet upon a new cart, in order to be 
brought jrom Abinadab’s houfe to Jerufalem, accom¬ 
panied by David and his court, by multitudes of priefts 
and Levites, who fung and played upon various tnftru- 
mcnts, and by a' numerous concourfe of people from all 
parts of the kingdom. But their jov was Impended by 
an accident, which filled the king and aflembly with fear 
and aftonifhment. The ark was come to Nachon’s threlh- 
ing-fioor, when the oxen that drew it, ftartlng at fome- 
thing, had like to have overturned the carriage. In order 
to prevent this accident, Uzzah, one of Abinadab’s fons, 
who drove it^clapped his hand upon the ark in a furprize, 
and was for his prefumptiott foaitten with immediate 
death. David coulcUnot forbear expreffing a more than 
ordinary grief at this icvcrity, and refolved to have 
the ark depofited in the houfe of Obed-Edom, the fon 
of Jeduthun where it continued about three months. 

• i Chron, sit. 29, & fcq. * 1 ChrOB. xiii. 
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Finding that God had blefled that Levite in ah extraor-*' 
dinary manner, ever fmce the ark had been under his 
roof-, and being deftrous to procure for himfelf a fliare of 
thofe divine bieflings, he caufed it to be brought to his 
own houfe. However, he took care to have it performed 
in a more regular manner, by preparing a fumptuous ta¬ 
bernacle for it (X); and caufing the priefts to bear it ac¬ 
cording to God’s command, offering facrifices at every 
fix paces. He himfelf put on a linen ephod, and danced 
before it to the found of inftruments ; infomuch that 
Michal, who faw the proceflion through a window, could 
pot forbear defpifing and reflefling upon him, for adting, 
as flie thought, a part fo far beneath the dignity of a king 
of Ifrael. As foon as the ark was depofited in the taber¬ 
nacle,,he offered a large quantity of burnt and peace-of¬ 
ferings ; and having feafted the great concoprfe of people 
who had come from all parts to the city, difroifled them 
to their own homes 1 (Y). 

He fent qfterwards for the prophet Nathan, to confuit 
with him about building a ftately temple to the Lord; 
and that feer at firft highly applauded his pious deGgn; 
hut God, who appeared to hjm that night, directed him 
to tell the king, that, though.his intentions were highly 
acceptable to him, yet, forafmucb as he had fq often de¬ 
filed his hands with bipod, he did not think him a proper 
perfon for fuch a work, but that he would raife him up a 
fon and fucceffor, who fhuuld be bleffed with wifdom, af¬ 
fluence; profperity, and peace, and build a temple to the 
Lord. David proftrated himfelf before the Lord, and, 
jn the humhleft terms, acknowleged his extreme unwor- 
thinefs of all thefe promifed mercies. From thencefor¬ 
ward he began to make preparations for that fumptuous 
building, and hid up for it immenfe quantities of gold, 


t a Sjatn. vi. per tot. 

(X) It may be wondered, cording,to their feveral func- 

rhat'Davidebofe to ctc& a new rions. He alfochofea number 
tabernacle for the ark, inllead of fingers, and players upon 
pt fendipg for that which Mo- mufical inftrumeuts, to cele- 
fea had caufed to ha made in brate the praifes of God in 
thtf wildernefe. ' theit seres, to fet fuch pfalm* 

(Y) The ark being thus and hymns as he, or any other 
fitted in this new repofltory, ipfpired perfon, eomjiofcd, "> 
the. next care was to appoint order to bare them fongupo# 
the cUffes of priefts and Le- feftivals, and other folenrn oc- 
silgy to ofticiate before it, ac- cafipw, 
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39 * 


to the Babyhmjh Captivity. 

'Driver, copper, precious (tones, wood, and other mate¬ 
rials. In thofe fuccefsful wars, which he waged again ft 
the Philiftines, Moabites, Amalekites, the kings of Zo- 
bah, Syria, and Edom, he amaffed fuch a prodigious 
quantity of the richelt fpoil, part of which he never failed 
to dedicate to this defign, that the wealth which he left 
at his death is nlmOft beyond belief. His ceconomy was 
not inferior to his fuccefs ; he found that the maintenance 
of v numerous army would exhaufl his treafury, and 
caufe too great a fhate of the lands to lie uncultivated; 
to prevent which inconveniences, he appointed twelve 
bands, each of twenty-four thoufand men, making in all 
two hundred and eighty-eight thoufand, With proper of¬ 
ficers over them, to ferve each their refpedlive months in 
the year; at the expiration of which, they were difmiffed 
to their own private affairs during the other eleven months. 

He likewife appointed twelve expert perfons tD regulate 
his finances, under Azmaveth and Adoram ; and judges 
in every tube, to adminifter julticc to the people ; befides 
thofe of his great council, who had charge of the affairs 
of religion and the (late; the former, under the two 
high-priefts, Zadok the fon of Ahitub, and Ahimelech 
the fon of Abiathar; and the latter under proper officers. 

Joab was general of the army ; Jehofhaphat chief fecre- 
tary, Seraiah recorder, Benaiah commander of the Cliere- 
thites and Pelethites (Z); whilfl fome pf the king’s fons 
were fet over all tfiefe officers h . 

David at length remembering his engagements to Jo- Gratitude 
narlian, now fought out that prince’s only fon Mephiho- 1 °y a - 
fherh, whom he fent for to court, and caufed all the 
lands of his royal grandfather to be reflored to him, com¬ 
manding Ziba, his head fervant, to improve them to the 
beft advantage for his mailer. He moreover appointed 
him a table in bis own palace, among his own fons; 
kindneffes which bound that young prince to his intereft 
to the day of his death 

a i Chron. xxyii. paffl". 

(Z) It is not eafy to gueii 
who tbcle were. The Chal¬ 
dee. paraphrall renders thefe 
wopls by archer I and JKngcrs ; 
and the rabbies underfland by 
them, abfurdly enough, fome, 
the ariin andthummim ; and 
others, the grand fanhedrim; 
and, if. we have no better 


< i Sam. ix. paff. 
helps, we may remain in the 
dark long enough. We fup- 
pofe the Cfierethites were Pbi- 
li Hines in filled in the feryice 5 
but," whether captives of war, 
auxiliary troops, or a kind ot 
life-guard, we will not venture 
to determine. 
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His gratitude to the king of the Ammonites did net/ 
meet with the fame returns: Nahaih, from, whom David 
had received fome fignal favours, being dead, he fent an 
embafiy to Hanun his fon, with offers of renewing their 
ancient friendlhip; but that weak prince, unjuftly fuf. 
petting the ambaffadors were come upon fome bafer de- 
Sign, treated them in a molt fhameful manner, cauiing 
their beards to be lhaved, and fent them away. This af¬ 
front, however, turned to David’s advantage : Joab be-, 
ing fent 'to revenge it at the head of a powerful army, 
gained a complete vidlory over the Ammonites, and their 
confederates. The Syrians came againft him with frelh 
forces, in the courfe of the next year and were fo ef¬ 
fectually defeated, that they were glad to obtain a peace 
on condition of becoming his tributaries. The Ammon¬ 
ites would have embraced the fame terms; but David 
was too much exafperated and too fuccefsful, not to pur- 
fue his victory to the utmoft. He detached Joab to in¬ 
vade their country, and that general haraffed them with 
fuch feverity, as reduced them to the lowed ebb of dif- 
tfefs *. 

Whilft Joab was employed in the liege of the metropo¬ 
lis of the unfortunate children of Ammon, a place of fuch 
flrength, that it held out two years, David was enamour¬ 
ed at home of a beautiful woman, called Bathlheba, whom 
he'had obferved bathing one evening in her garden. She 
was the daughter and wife of two of his braveft captains, 
Eliam and Uriah, who were then with Joab at the fiege; 
but the king’s pafiian proved too violent to admit of any 
check from reafon or religion, or even of delay; and 
therefore he gratified it without beCtation, Her fudden 
pregnancy, and the danger (he was in, of being put to 
death for it, according to the law of Moles, fuggefted an 
expedient which he forthwith put in practice. He fent 
for her huihand from the fiege, under pretence of inform¬ 
ing himfelf how it proceeded,, but in reality, in hopes 
this man would fpend a night or two with his wife ; but, 
whether Uriah had any fufpicion of the wrong done to 
him, or whether, indeed, he thought it beneatti the bra¬ 
very of. a captain to folace himfelf at home, whilft his 
general and fellow-fpldiers were expo fed to the fatigues 
of a fiege, he remained all night a tie gate of thepalac? 
{With the reft of the king’s guard. David made a lecond 
g&ttaext day, making him eat at fiis table, and drink' 

1 a %ua, x. psS; 

plenty 
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l plenty of wine; but Uriah fpent that night alfo with the 
guards. The king thus difappointed, refolved to facri- 
fice his life to that of his faithlefs wife. Accordingly, 
next morning, he difpatched him with a letter to Joao, 
wherein he ordered that general, to expofe this brave 
officer to feme imminent danger, and to leave him to the 
fury of the beGeged. The fcheme fucceeded, and Uriah amar- 
fell. David having received the news of his death, foon *r. 
fheltered the woman from danger, by making her,his wife*. 

God, highly provoked by the commiflion of Tuch hei¬ 
nous crimes, made choice of the prophet Nathan to go t 
and denounce his fevere judgments againft him, at the 
time when that monarch, infenfible of his guilt, was in¬ 
dulging in the fruit of his adultery. The prophet accoft- Hathn't 
ed him with the parable of a wealthy man, who had paraMital 
fpared his own numerous flocks, and feized upon an only 
favourite lamb of a poor neighbour, to feed a hungry flttv ' 
gueft. He embellifhed his ftory with fuch aggravating 
circumftances, that the king in anger, pronounced fen- 
tence of death againft the perfon who had been guilty of 
fuch an unnatural violence. The words were no fooner 
out of his mouth, than Nathan made him fenfibie, that 
he had pronounced it againft himfelf, by telling him, 
with a prophetic boidnefs, “ Thou,thyfeIf, art the man.” 

He faid he had not only defiled the bed of a faithful cap¬ 
tain, but alfo murdered him by an enemy’s fword, that 
he might take the adultrefs into his bofom; he concluded 
with denouncing the efle&s. of the divine refentment 
againft him, declaring that Uriah’s murder would prove 
an endlefs fourcc of bloodfhed in his own pofterity ; and 
that his adultery, how private foever, ftiould be expiated 
with the open defilement of his own wives and concu¬ 
bines, by thofe of his own family, and in the face of th« 
fun. 

This terrible fentence brought David to fuch a deep Hu rtfat- 
fenfe of his guilt, that he exclaimed in his anguifli, “ 1 «««. 
have finned againft the Lord! ” but his Gncere remorfe, 
obtained an immediate alleviation of the puniftiment. 

However, the unhappy fruit of his commerce with Bath- 
fheba was doomed to death. David tried in vain to obtain 
a reprieve for him, by prayers and tears, by faffing, wear¬ 
ing iackcloth, lying on the ground, and other marks of 
repentance. As for the other part of the fentence, wind# 
related to his wives, it was foon after fulfilled by his un- 
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natural fon Abfalom. Bathlheba found herfelf pregnant' 
again, and he called the fon, that fhe then bore to him, 
Solomon, a name fignificative of his future peaceable 
reign, to which Nathan added that of Jedidiab, or be-, 
loVed of the lord 

David, what hopes foever he might have conceived, 
that his repentance had happily difarmed the divine anger, 
yet never ceafed feeling fome of the fevereft and mod 
fenfible ftrokes of it, to the lafl periods of his life ; not fo 
much from his enemies without, as from his own chil- 
Jmnm'i dren, Amnon, his eldeft fon, had fcarce attained hia 

itttjl, eighteenth year, when he laid the foundation of all the 

domeitic troubles of bis indulgent father, by committing 
inceft with one of his own fillers. David had two chil¬ 
dren by Maacah, the princefs of Gelhur, namely, Abfa¬ 
lom and Tamar the beauty of which laft became the up- 
happy caufe of fo much mifehief. Amnon was obferved 
to pine away fecretly, afhamed to difeover the caufe of his 
trouble, when Joriadab, the fon of Shimeah, David s 
brother, having difeovered the fatal fecret, not only en¬ 
couraged him with hopes of enjoying her, but fuggetted the 
infamous expedient of ufing violation, Having decoyed 
her into his chamber, he ravilhed her in fpite of ail her 
tears, fupplications, and refiftance. The gratification of his 
impious paffion, was fucceeded by averfion and difgufl. 
He ordered her to be turned out of his houfe, a prey to 
the kfeeneft forrow and defpair. She tore her virgin robes, 
covered her head with dull, and filled the air with cries 
and lamentations. In this diltraflion fhe repaired to Ab- 
faldm’s houfe, who, being her brother, both by father 
and mother, was the propereft perfon to procure her re- 
drefs, if any could be had. Ihat prince, who was no 
left politic than haughty and revengeful, contented him- 
feif wr the prefent with defiring her to conceal her grief, 
feeing it was a brother who was the caufe of it, and to 
fpend the remainder of her days in folitude with him; 
which advice Ihe followed; whilft he, young as he was, 
lb artfully concealed his thoughts, that Amnon had not the 
haft fufpicion of his refentment. When the report of this 
infamous a£tion reached David’s ears, he was exceedingly 
troubled; but Amnon washis eldeft fon, and he could 
not prevail upon birafelf to infiitft any other punifhment 
ha him, than that of his difpleafure. 

* a Sam. xii. faff. 
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Such remiflnefs on the part of his father, added freflt 
fuel to Abfalom’s hatred, though two years elapfcd before 
he could find a proper opportunity for executing his re¬ 
venge. At length he invited his father, and all his 
brothers, to a fheep-fliearing feaft, which he was to make 
at Baal-Hazor. He excufed the king, who declined going, 
from a principle of ceconomy; but he infifted, in parti¬ 
cular, upon his brother Amnon’s coming with the reft of 
his brethren, and eaiily obtained his content. He received Yr. of FI. 
them with an air which fliewed nothing lefs than his real ijil. 
intention; but, as foon as wine had raifed their mirth to Ante Clir. 
the defired pitch, he gave a fignal to fome of his fervants, *° i0 ' 
who immediately fell upon Amnon and ftabbed him to 
death, whilft the reft of the king’s fons made all poflible m urd$rti 
hafte to mount their mules, and rode away to Jerufalem, ty Abfa • 
Before they could reach the city, word had been brought ^ m • 
to the king, that Abfalom had caufed all his brethren to 
be aflaflinated; and David, upon receiving this dreadful 
account, abandoned himfelf to the molt violent expref- 
fions of grief. The fervants that were about him fympa- 
thifed with his forrow, and flood round him with their 
cloaths rent. Jonadab only, the infamous inltrument of 
Amnon’s ineeft, rightly guefled that he alone had proved 
the victim of Abfalom’s revenge. He acquainted the 
king with his thoughts, which were foon after confirmed 
by the arrival of the reft of the young princes, who told 
him all that had happened. The king mourned for fome 
time the lot's of his eldeft fon, whilft his murderer went 
and flickered himfelf under the prote&ion of his grand¬ 
father, the king of Gcthur, where he continued three 
whole years *. 

At length Joab, obferving that the king exprefled lets 
grief for his dead fon, than uneafinefs for him who was 
abfent, concluded, that, if he could work upon him to 
recall him by any ftratagem that could but fave his honour, 
it would be an acceptable fervice to them both. To com- Joal'i 
pats this aim, he inftrufted a notable woman, whop he firatagm 
had fent for from Tekoah, a place not far from Jerufa- ‘"rf™ 
lem, to addrefs herfelf to the king, in the character of a rtcaSUd, 
diftrefled widow, juft on the brink of being bereaved of 
her only fon, who was in danger of being put to death 
for having killed his brother in a fray, by which there 
would be a tbtal end of her hutbmd’s name and family. 

She told her ttory with fuch pathetic expreffions of grief, 

• a Sam, xiii. per tot, 
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tint David, moved with companion, gave her his royal 
word, that her furving fon ihould be flickered from all 
future profecution He had fcarce bound it with an oath, 
when, according to her inftrucliems, flie took the liberty, 
though in the humbled terms, to reprefent to him the 
wrong he did himfelf, by fuffering his own fon to con. 
tinue longer in his banifliment, feeing that could by no 
means recall the dead, whofe life, once gone, was like 
water fpilt upon the ground, which could not be gathered 
up again. The king, perceiving Joab was at the bottom 
of this ftratagem, interrogated the woman, who acknow- 
leged the truth, adding, that the king was as an angel 
of God, From whom it was impoflible to conceal any 
thing. Joab, who was prefent all this while, took this 
opportunity of falling proftrate before him, feemingly to 
beg pardon for his ftratagem, but really to lay hold on 
his promife in favour of Abfalom 5 and David imme¬ 
diately ordered him to be fetched from his banifliment, 
but with this condition5 that he Ihould not approach the 
king’s perfon, but retire to his own houfe, fo that he did 
not fee the king for two whole years after his return (H). 
Being tired, at length, with living fo long in difgrace, 
and having repeatedly fent in vain for Joab to come 
to him, he could find no other way of bringing him, but 
Tr- of FI. caufing fome of his adjacent com to be fet on fire. Joab 
1313. foon arrived at the news of this unexpefted treatment, 
an( j j after fome paflionate expoftulations on both fides, it 
r 1 was agreed that the king ihould be applied to in favour of 

Jbfchm his fon, who was accordingly reinftated in his father’s 
rttnciUi "affetSion b . 

n kufa- This reconciliation could not but convince Abfalom of 
***’’• bis. father’s extraordinary fondnefs; but that ungrateful 
prince only fought how to make the molt unnatural ad¬ 
vantage of it. He immediately procured a fumptuous 

b 1 Bam. xiv. per tot. 

(I® The text here takes po- placefx) .where mention is made 
tice of His erceffive and en- of Abfalom’# three fons, and 

t foaring beauty. Which fo cap- of one daughter, named Ta- 
uyaeed the beam of the pco- mar, whereas, it is faid, in on¬ 
to him,, that it iefoired other plic* (*), (hat he reared 
with foe firft fer.S“:.k:u» upa pillar in the king’s dale, 
his unnatural rebellion, to perpetuate his name, be- 
se is a difficulty in this omfc he had no mole iffuc. 

(0 » Sam.xiv. tj. (sj foid, ch, xviii. it. 
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equipage of chariots, horfes, and ruiming-footmen, to 
attract the eyes of the people, and, by an affefted popu¬ 
larity, and teeming compaffion for thofe who came to the 
king for juftice, it was not long before he perfuaded the 
nation in general^ that they would be much happier under 
his government. This condmft he purfued feme years (I): Yr. of FT, 
at laft, finding himfelf ftrong enough to break out into *j*s- 
open rebellion, he obtained leave of his too eafy father to Ante Chr* 
go and perform a pretended vow in Hebron, where he had ,0,J * 
appointed the chiefs of his party to meet him-, whilft t 

others, difperfed through the tribes, were ordered to 
proclaim him king, as foon as they (hould hear the fignal M*. 
given by the found of the trumpet. At his arrival in He¬ 
bron, he font for Ahithophel; and the defeiftion of that 
great politician, who had been one of David’s chief coun¬ 
cilors, did not contribute a little to increafe the number 
of confpirators. David was then at Jerufalem, when 
news was brought to him of his fon’s rebellion. Afraid 
either of being furprifed in the city, or of being the 
caufe of misfortune to the inhabitants, he left his palace to 
the care of ten of his concubines, and made what hd|e he 
could into the open country, attended by a handful of men. 

Among thefe were the high-priefts, Zadok and Abia- . 
thar, at the head of a number of Levites, who had brought 
the ark of God. with them. David, however, did not 
think fit that they {hould follow him, but commanded 
them to bear the ark to Jerufalem, whence they might 
fend him intelligence of all that pafied, by their two fons, 

Ahimaaz and Jonathan, and affift him with their counfel, 
as they were endowed with the gift of prophecy, whilft he 
went and concealed himfelf in iome of the plains of the 
wilderneft, As foon as the priefts had departed, David 
received intelligence that Ahithophel was gone over to 
his fon ; upon which he prayed earneftly to God to con¬ 
found whatever counfel that old ftatefman {hould give to 


(I) The teat fays forty 
years; but the learned Uftier 
has {hewn, that it can be 
only meant from David’s be¬ 
ing firft anointed by Samuel, 
•nd not from hit reconciliation 
to Abfolom, for this rebellion 
happened about four years 
after it. That prelate obferves, 
•hat it was before, dr about 
Whitfuntide, by the new 


fruits and parched com which 
Barzillai brought to David in 
his flight. 

We may likewife obfetve 
here, that Abfalom is the fitft 
who introduced the ufe of 
horfa in Ifipel j tiH then the 
kings ufed to ride on millets 
ana the gresteft nobles upon 
afles, as we hove feen in the 
hiftoiy of the Judges. 
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tie confpirators; and repaired, foon after, he and Kit 
fmall troop, to Mount Olivet. The march was mournful^ 
beyond expreffion; the king, bathed in tears, went up 
With his head covered, and his feet bare, whilft his for- 
rowful retinue expreffed their deep concern,. by the 
ftrongeft expreflions of real grief. When they reached 
the top, and had offered up their prayers to God, Provi¬ 
dence fent him an old friend, named Hufhai, who came 
with his cloaths rent, refoived to (hare in his misfortunes. 
David, though fatisfied with his fidelity, did not think fit, 
however, to take him into his retinue, but rather begged 
of him to join his rebellious fon, where he might do him 
much greater fervice, by thwarting the counfels of Ahi- 
thophel, and by informing him, by means of the two 
high-priefts, of every thing that Ihould be refoived upon 
among the rebels. Hufhai readily accepted the office, 
and acquitted himfelf of it with futh faithful zeal, that 
he proved one maininltrument of their overthrow' 1 . 

In the mean time, whilft the forrowful monarch was on 
his inarch, Ziba, the treacherous fervant of Mephibofheth, 
brought him fome necefl'ary refrdhments; and, being 
alked where his mafter was, told him, that he was then 
at Jerufalem, where he expected to be fhortly reftored 
to the throne of Ifrael, An accident, that followed 
foon after this falfe report, helped to convince David of 
Mephiboflieth’s ingratitude* At Bahurim, a village not 
far diftant from that metropolis, he was met by one of 
Saul’s family, named Shimei, who had the boldnefs to 
throw ftones at him, accompanied with the bittereftcurfes 
and imprecations, for being the author of Saul’s misfor¬ 
tunes. This unexpected indignity fo enraged fome of his 
Captains, that they offered to go and fmite off bis head ; 
but,David reftrained them, by putting them in mind of 
blis more unnatural fon, who fought a tender father’s life, 
whilft this Benjaminite expreffed no more than a natural 
concern for Saul’s life 5 adding, that if the curfes came 
from God, patience and relignation would more effedtuallf 
avert them than fuch bloody refentment. 

By this time Abfalom and Ahithophel were come to 
Jerufalem, and here it was that Hiiffiai went to congra¬ 
tulate and offer his fervices to the ufurper. Abfalom, 
wbo knew him to have been a very faithful friend to his 
ffther, expreffed fome furprize, at firft, at this unexpe&ed 
l&aajge i but was anfwered by that contaminate politician, 

c * Sam. xr. Sc a vi. per tot. 

that 
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thnt he thought it high time to abandon the father’s in* 
tereft, when Providence had fo openly declared for the 
foil; fo that he had now no tnore to do but to ferve him 
with the fame fidelity that he had Ihewn to his father. 

Such a declaration could not but pleafe the proud young 
prince, who admitted him into the number of his coun- 
lellors, without the lead fufpicion and repofed fuch 
confidence in him, that he foon after preferred his advice 
to that of Ahithophel, and loft thereby the faireft oppor¬ 
tunity of fecuring the vidiory, and his lather’s crown, to 
himfelf. As foon as they were well fettled in the king's 
palace, a council was called, in which Ahithophel ad- 
vifed the prince to rear up a pavilion on the top of the Hj) 
boufe, and go and lie with his father’s concubines in the teAbfatam. 
face of the fun (K). 

The next ftep which Ahithophel propofed was, that he Hhnixt 
fliould be fent, at the head of twelve thoufand chofen men, 
to fall upon David’s little army, whilft they were ftill 
weary with their flight, a (Turing him, that, as foon as 
the king was taken off, all the people would gladly come 
over to him as one man. This counlel was approved both 
by Abfalom and all the ciders of Ifrae), but, as it was 
given in Hufhai’s abfence, the prince rcfolved to have his 
advice. Hufhai, wifely forefeeing, llrat if Ahithophel’* 
c-ounfcl was followed, David mud be inevitably loft, 
omitted nothing to diffuadc Abfalom from putting it in 
execution. He told the council, that David and his 
officers were men of too great valour and experience to 
fuffer themfelves to be thus furpriied ; that, for ought he 
knew, they had fortified themlelvcs, by that time, m 
fome caverns, or among the rocks, whence they could 
fally out, with fuch defperate fury, that it would be im- 
poflible for the affailants to (land the (hock ; that if they 
fhould be unhappily repulfed in this fxrft enterprise, the 
fame of David’s valour would quickly fpread, to fuch * 
degree, as to infufe univerfal terror into their army, and 
give the exafperated king the faireft opportunity of qua h* 
ing the confpiracy. For thefe reafons, he faid, be thought 


(K) This, being efteemed 
the greateft indignity that 
could be offered to a crowned 
head, was fuggelled as the 
moft effectual means to make 
his men fight defperately for 
him, bccaufe they would then 
look upou the breach a* irje- 


concileable ; and it would not 
be expeSed 'that Abfalom, who 
had already been guilty of fra¬ 
tricide, and,of rebellion agaihit 
his oivn father, fliould fcruple 
to add adultery and inceil W 
his other crimes. 


it 
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h dangerous to undertake any thing againfthim, till Abe, j 
falomhad wholly diflleartened hij, fa tiler’s men, by call-M 
ing toother all Ifrael from Dan to Beeriheba, and pour* I 
ing bis. troops fo' thick tiptm them, that neither means 
aor hopes might be left to efcapc. His remonftrance 
prevailed. Abithophel Was the only perfon who per* 
iceived the drift, and dangerous confequepce of it. vex- 
td to fee Hulhai’s advice preferred to his own, he 
ordered his afs to be faddled, and rode away, with all 
Mtfofhil {peed, to his houfe, where, having fettled his family 
kangi - affairs, he hanged himfelf. 

Aus/rff- Hufhai, in the mean time, informed the high*priefts j 
of what had paffed, and of the danger the king and his 
men would be in, if they did not crofs the Jordan that 
veiy night. Thefe immediately diCpatched a maid fervant 
to their fons, Ahimaaz and Jonathan, who lay concealed 
for that purpofe at En*B.0gel, with orders, that they 
Ihould go immediately and inform David of this advice. 
CatriJgett Thus apprifed, the old king loft no time, but crofted the 
J orc * an > ^h his little army, in the dead of the night; 
*"*' and next morning, when he came to Mahanaim, and had 
. taken a review of them, he found that they were all fafe. 

As foon as the news of his arrival had reached that neigh¬ 
bourhood, fevml of his friends went thither, with a 
timely fupplv of provifions, tents, couches, and other ne- 
ceffary utenUls *. On the other hand, Abfalom, hearing 
that his father was removed to this place, advanced againft 
"him with an army, under the command of Amafa, and 
encamped in the land of Gilead b . 

David having refrelhed himfelf and his troops, and fup- 
plied the place of thofe officers who were gone over to 
Abfaloto, divided his army into three bodies, under the 
Commancf of Joab and his two brothers, refolving to ap¬ 
pear in perfon againft his rebellious fon t but the people 
ftrenuoufty oppofed this intention, alleging that his life 
Was of too great Confequence, to be hazarded at a time, 
Wfefit his enemy would prefer his fmgle death before the 
defeat of hia whole army. The king acquiefced *in this 
reafon, and flayed at Mahanaim with a fault reinforce¬ 
ment) but whilft the reft of his men marched out before 
faltn^ under their refpci&ive officers* he failed not to give 
them a ftriS charge to be very tender ed Abfalom’s life. 

A-, fierce battle* was foon after fought in the foreft of 
jjffiralw,'whotin the rebel army was difeomfited with 

»'’* Swn^avn. ak » ibid, xvu, par tot. 

the. 
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the fpot, be- Yr. of FI. 
rood, and in ini- 
pon a muie, AnirChr. 

was forced to fly towards the wood, where the bough of _ 

an oak having taken hold of his buffly hair, the mule 
running with full fpeed, left him fufpended between hea- Abfahm 
ven and earth. Joab, informed of this accident, went to W. !y bit 
the place, and thruft thre^darts through his body. Then a '“* 
he caufed the trumpet to found a retreat, to prevent the j ^ 
farther efFufion of blood. Abfalom’s body was taken J 
down, flung into a large pit, and covered with a 
heap of (tones: the reft of the rebels were no fooner 
informed of his death, than they fled every man to his 
own home. All this while the king ftaid at the gate of 
Mahanaim, impatient to hear the fuccefs of the action ; 
but, in his heart, more folicitous fot the life of his un¬ 
natural fon, than for his own; infomuch that, when lie David’s 
received the news, of his death, not able to fupprefs his i‘»iimely 
tears, he was forced to withdraw' to the apartment over S nr l J ,r 
the gate, to hide his extreme weaknefs, and to give a full " m ‘ 
vent to his foriow b . 


. the lofs of twenty thoufand men, killed on 
Tides a great number who perifhed in the 
their flight: Abfalom himfelf, mounted t 


Joab made no difficulty to upbraid him with his weak- Rrprovtd 
nefs ; and explained the bad effefts it might produce, in b } 'J lab ’ 
fuch terms, that the king w'as forced to fufpend, or at lead 
conceal his affliction, and (hew himfelf to the people with 
a feeming chcarful countenance. As foon ns they heard 
of his appearing publicly at the gate of the city, not only David it 
his own men, but even thofe who had followed Abfalom, 
came in crowds, and itrove who fhould {hew him the inbei. 
greateit afteftion. When he perceived that all the tribes 
were ready to bring him back to Jcrufalem, he fent word 
to the two high-priefts, to halten the elders of Judah to 
come and accompany him to his palace, and to promife to 
Amafa, Abfalom’s general, that, if he would come over 
to him, he fhould be his chief general in the room of 
Joab, who was difmiflcd from the fervice (H). 

J ’ Hitherto 


* * Sam. xviii. per tot. 


(R) Among thofe that came 
over Jordan to meet the king, 
Shimei was one of the firft; 
he came at the head of a thou¬ 
fand men of his own tribe ; 
and. Tailing proftrate at his 
feet, acknowlegcd his crime, 
begged that it might be for- 
Vol. H, 


given, in confideration of his 
being foremoft of all the tribes, 
to congratulate him upon his 
late vidory: be was according¬ 
ly pardoned for the prefent, 
and his pardon was confirmed 
by an oath. Mephibofheth 
came next, to exprefs his joy 

d a * 
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Hitherto nothing had appeared but univerfal emulation: 
among the tribes, to wipe off the guilt of their late defec¬ 
tion, by fubmiffion and zeal; but the partiality which. 
David (hewed for his own tribe, inviting it to come fore- 
molt to receive him, excited fuch jealoufy in the other 
ten, as occafioned a new revolt. Sheba, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, blew the trumpet, to affemble all the male- 
contents, who immediately difciaimed all farther intereft 
in David, and bad open defiance to him and all his ad¬ 
herents. lie footi faw himfelf at the head of all the ten 
tribes, that alone of Judah, which had occafioned this 
defection, following their king from. Jordan to Jeru- 
falem. 

David had no former arrived in his metropolis, than he 
ordered his new general to affemble what forces he could 
collcdt out of Judah, and to conre to him within three 
days; whilft he himfelf took that time to clear his pa¬ 
lace of his polluted concubines, and affigned them a fuit- 
• able maintenance, and another houfe, where they might 
fpend their days in a kind of widowhood. Amala, who 
met with greater difficulty than he expected, having out- 
ftaid his time, the king gave the command of his guards, 
and of thole few troops he had about him, to Abifliai, 
Joab’s brother, another of his generals, who had com¬ 
manded one third of his army againft Abfalom, and or¬ 
dered him to purfue Sheba, before he could fecure him¬ 
felf in any fenced city. At the great (lone at Gibeon 
Joab came forth, feemingly to welcome Amafa ; and, 
taking hold of his chin with one hand, as if he intended to 
kifs him, ran his fword through his bowels with the other, 
and laid him dead at his feet. As foon as he had removed 
his body out of fight, he put himfelf at the head of the 
troops, and marched direttly to Beth-Maachah, into which 
the rebel had retired. He had fcarce begun to befiege the 
place in form, when a woman fpake to him from the top 
of the wall. She defired him to liften to the advice of an 
inhabitant of a place, which he might remember had been 
always famed for counfel and wifdom. She exhorted him 
to forbear his hoftilities againft a mother city of Ifrael; 

at the king’s return, and to and of Ziba’s perfidy. Never- 
juftify himfelf from the bafe thelefs, David ordered one 
afperfions of his treacherous half only of his lands to be 
fervant. He gave the king reftored, and allowed the trai- 
evident proofs both of his tor to keep the reft, 
fteady gratitude and fidelity. 


A nt<w rt- 
•nil again/ 

David. 


promifing 
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prnmifing him, upon that condition, that the head of 
Sheba fhould be flung to him over the wall'. Joab af- 
fented to thepropofal, and, asfoon as he had received the 
arch-rebel's head, raifed the liege, and returned to Jeru- 
falem. This lucccfsful adtion, which quaflied at once a 
dangerous revolt, and reftored an univerfal peace to the 
kingdom, failed not to raife the credit of the difgraced ge¬ 
neral; infumuch that, though he had undertaken it with¬ 
out order, yet the king faw himlelf forced to exprefs his 
approbation, by reftoring him to his former poll, which 
he enjoyed till that monarch’s death 4 . 

Two years after this event, a famine raged in the land Yr. nf FI. 
for three years, at the end of which David confuited the 1 3’7- 
Lord concerning the caufe of it, and was anfwered, that ^ n,c 

it was for the murder of the Gibeonites, whom Saul and _ 

his bloody houle had unjuftly caufed to be flain (S). On ^famine 
this intimation, the king fent to know what fatisfaflion in the land. 
they required for the wrong they had fultained. They 
anfwered, that they defired neither gold, filver, nor any 
valuable con fillers tion, but only that feven males of Saul’s 
family might be fent to be put to death by them. The 
king loll no time, but caufed thofe viftims to be fought 
out of that unfortunate houfe ; but gave exprefs orders, 
that Mephibofheth fhould be fpared, out of gratitude to 
his father; and, as foon as they were put to death, the 
famine was ltayed. After this tranfatlion, Das id fought 
four fucceffive battles with the Philiftines, which the 
reader may fee deferibed in the hiftory of that nation ; in 
the firft, he hazarded himfelf fo far, that he was like to 
have been killed by one of their gigantic champions, but 
was timely fuccoured by one of his own warriors; for 
which rcafon, his officers fwore, that he fhould never 
more expofe his perfon to fuch dangers 

David had not long enjoyed the fruit of fhefe victories, David 
before he brought a heavier punifhment upon his king- numbers 
dom, by bluing an order to have the people numbered. * e t eo r 
Joab in vain reprefented to him the danger of his difpleaf- 
ing God by fuch an enquiry (T). The king would be 

obeyed} 


* x Sam. xx. iS—xi. 


a x Sam. xxi. p«rtot. * Ibid. 


(S) It is not eafy to fay fits, given orders to cut them 
When this flaughter of the Gi- all off; but they give us no au- 
beonites was committed : the thority for this aflernoo. 

Jews indeed pretend, that Saul (T) The text fays, ihat the 
had, in one of hi. phrenetic Ifraelitei had provoked God . 

D d a m>B« 
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obeyed ; and Joab, with the reft of the commiffioncrs-, 
were forced to exacute his will. Thefe travelled through 
the land on either fide Jordan ; and, at the end of nine 
months and twenty days, brought him the fum of all the 
fighting men in the whole kingdom ; namely, of Ifrael 
eight hundred thoufand, and of Judah five hundred thou- 
fand : but this account differs from that which is given of 
the fame tranfaftion in the Chronicles. Before this 
time, David having probably felt fome evident tokens of 
the divine difpleafure % was (truck with a lively fenfe of 
his folly, which broke out in expreffions nf the deepeft re- 
Yr. of FI. morfe. The prophet Gad was font to him, to choofe, 

'Jt 1 - as a punifhment for his fin, either a feven years fa- 

Ante Clrr. m j ne or to i, e three months purfued by his enemies, 
1 ' or to fuffer a three days peftiltnce. The bumbled mo¬ 
narch owned it to be a hard choice ; but, confidering that 
war and famine feldom fall fo heavy on the great, as on 
thofe of the lower rank, chofe the peftilence, as the more 
equal puniflimcnt, and more immediately under the di- 
Wh\ch reftion of heaven. No fooner had David made this 

brings a choice, than that dreadful diftemper received the divine 

peflilence commiffion, and executed it with fuch amazing fwift- 

overthe nc f Sj that it had deilroycd feventy thoufand men before 

“ the time was expired. It was now beginning to fall upon 

the inhabitants of Jerufalem, when God was pleated to 
put a flop to it at the prayer of David; who, beholding 
the minifter of divine vengeance Handing by the thrclhing- 
floor of Araunab, a prince of the Jebufites, humbly in- 
treated the Lord, that he would fpare the innocent people, 
and let his anger fall upon himfelf, aud thofe of his court, 
who bore a (hare in his guilt. Whilft he was offering up 
this fupplication, the prophet came, and commanded him 
to ereft an altar on that fpot of ground, where he had 
feen the deftroying angel (land. David immediately 
haftened towards the threlhing-floor, where Araunah 
came forward to give him a refpeftful meeting; and, as 
foon as he underftood that monarch’s purpofe of buyhig 

t See i Cluon. xxvii. 24. 

anger againft them ; and that there was an exprefs permiffon 
he fuffered David to be tempt- from Mofes for it, provided 
ed to this deed by the devil, they paid half a fhekel for 
Though the motive, which every perfon fo numbered, 
prompted him, was difpleafing (U) The book of the Chro- 
to the Almighty, the deed it- nicies fays three years famine, 
felf was not; on the contrary, 
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ft, he made him an offer of the floor, the threlhing- 
oxen, carts, and all the wooden iiiftruments that were 
upon the fpot. David thanked him for his genero- 
fity, but told him, that it did not become the king of 
Ifrael to offer facrifices to God at other people’s colt; and 
defired him to fet a price upon it. Araunah fold him 
the floor, and all that was upon it, for fifty fhekels of fil¬ 
ler. David immediately reared an altar, on which he 
offered burnt-offerings and peace-offerings; and a mira¬ 
culous fire, which defeended from heaven, and confumcd 
the vidtims, foon gave them a manifeft proof, that God 
was again reconciled to the land f . 

David being about feventy years of age, had fo exhauft- 
ed his ftrength, and natural heat, by a continual feries of 
wars, fatigues, and misfortunes, that no deaths could 
keep him warm ; fo that his fervants were forced to feck 
out a young, beautiful virgin to cherifh him, and lie in his 
bofom. His declining flate induced Adonijnh, who was 
next in birth to Abfalom, to look upon himlelf as al¬ 
ready inverted with the regal dignity. He procured a 
fumptuous equipage of chariots, guards, and running 
footmen ; whilft David, out of a natural fondnefs for his 
children, beheld this pomp, without fhewing any dif- 
like: but his defign being fufpe&ed by Nathan, Zatlok, 
and fome of David’s friends, who were in young Solo¬ 
mon’s interert, the prophet went and advifed Bathiheba to 
go and inform the king of Adonijah's practices, and to 
put him in mind of his promife in favour of her foil. 
»She followed this advice ; and whillt (lie was (till fpeaking 
to the king, Nathan came, as it had been pre-concerted, 
and gave him an account of a feart which Adomjah had 
prepared at Zoheleth, for his partifans, who intended to 
proclaim him king of Ifrael. The king, alarmed at this 
report, ordered Solomon immediately to be kt mi his 
mule, and carried to Gihon, accompanied by his guards, 
with Zadok, Benaiah, and fome others of his chief of¬ 
ficers, there to be anointed kingthen to be brought back, 
Tested upon the royal throne, and proclaimed his iuc- 
ccfl'or by the found of the trumpet. , , - , 

The king’s commands were executed with fuch fpeed, 
that Adonijah ami his company had not the leaft know- 
lege of what had palled, till they were alarmed with the 
fhouts of, “ Long live king Solomon. Jonathan, the 
foil of Abiathar, went foon after to them, and gave them 
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an account of the whole ceremony, affuring them, that it 
was all-performed by the exprefs order of the king, who 
had teftified an uncommon joy at feeing his favourite fon 
feated upon his throne before he left the world, whilft the 
air was filled with the acclamations of all the people, 
Thefe unexpected tidings {truck them with fuch amaze-, 
ment, that they all fled with the utmoft fpeed ; and Ado-, 
nijah, feeing himfelf forfaken, went and took fandtuary 
at the horns of the altar. Solomon, being informed of 
this particular, fent him word, that, if he behaved him¬ 
felf for the future like an honed, man, he would not hurt 
a hair of his head ; but afiured him, that his next difloyal 
attempt would certainly be puniffied with death. This 
meflage brought Adonijah upon his knees to the new king; 
after which fubmiflion he was ordered to retire to his 
own houfc 6. 

David, now finding himfelf near his end, aflembled the 
heads of all the tribes, his generals, and chief officers, 
Davifi with the priefts and Levites, and acquainted them with 

fpeecn to his former defign to have built a magnificent repofitory for 

hu officers, the ark of God, had not the prophet told him, that the 
work w'as referred for Solomon’s peaceable reign. He 
gave them to underftand, he made great preparations for 
it, and laid up immenfe quantities of gold, filver, copper, 
iron, and other materials (X) ; all which, together with 
the plans and models of that edifice, the order and difpo- 
fition of the feveral branches of the divine fervice, the 
courfes of the priefts and Levites, of the muficians, 
fingers, and porters, the plan for eftablifliitlg judges, and 
courts of jultice, with mtftiy other religious, civil, and 
military regulations, he now refigned up to him to be 
perfefted, as his wifdom ffiould dirett. He requefted 
them to afilft his fucceflor in fo defirable a work, and that 
thofe, who were inclined to contribute towards that build- 

t i Kings i. paffim. 

(X) The book of Chroni- Dean Prideaux nbferves (zl, 
ties fays, that the gold, which that the film amafled, if reck- 
was that of Ophir, amounted oned by the Mofaic talcnr, 
to three thoufand talents ; and amounted to above eight hun- 
the filver, which was of the dred millions fteriing; a fum 
pttreft fort, to {even thoufand exceeding all the fpecie now to 
talents; as to the bafet metals, be found on the face of the 
they are faid to have been with- earth, 
put number (1). 

0 ? 1 Chron. lift. ver. p Connect, book i. 
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Jnff, (hould bring their free-will-offerings into the trea¬ 
ty. This exhortation infpired fuch a fpmt of munifi¬ 
cence in the rich men of Ifrael, that they vied with one 
another in the richnefs of their psefents towards the build¬ 
ing of the temple; fo that David had the pleafure to fee 
an incredible quantity of gold, lilvcr, copper, and other 
metals, befidcs precious ftones, marble, porphyry, and 
other rich materials, brought to him from all parts of the 
kingdom h . He now ordered a thoufand oxen, a thou- 
fand fheep, and the fame number of lambs to be offered 
up, befides the daily facrifices, and a proportionate quan¬ 
tity of meat and drink-offerings, with which the whole . 
company were fealted. Solomon was anointed a fecund 
time by Zadok, received the homage of all bis brethien, 
and of all the chiefs of Judah and Ifrael, and was pro¬ 
claimed king through all the tribes : Zadok was at t e 
fame time declared i'ole high-pneft, for his ftr>£t adher¬ 
ence to Solomon j ; and Abiathar reduced to the fecond 
rank, for his defeftion to Adouijah. 

David’s life drawing near a clofe he fent for Solomon f ‘ 
to receive his laft advice and inltruftions. He reminded 
him of the promifes made by God in favour of him and ^ 
his pofterity, which were only conditional, and would be 
fulfilled in proportion to his and their obedience. He re¬ 
commended to his favour and protection old Barzillai and 
his family, with other friends who had adhered to him m 
his adverlity. He Aborted him to take vengeance on 
J oab who had Cain Abfalom, Abner, and AtnafaJ “ 
put Shimei to death for his indolence, although hu par¬ 
don had been fealed with an oath •, ^ferving, that, 
though he (David) had fworn to fpre his Ufe, Solomoi, 

■was under no fuch obligation. The king ' 

■ventieth year of his age, after having named fven 1 year 
in Hebron, over the houfe of Judah, and tjnr y-th ee ove 

!™c!,Vw” d d.™ i ’ a i“" in * “ ,te 


h 1 Chron. ult ver. 7, fc feq- 
fc 1 Kings ii. i—10. 


i 1 Chron. xxi* V er t0, ‘ 
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king’s leave to marry Abiding, the young Shunamitifb 
virgin, who hart been the cherifher of David’s old age ; 
alluring her, that he dcfired no other recompence for the 
lots of a crown, which belonged to him by right of primo¬ 
geniture, BathOieba, glad, perhaps, to find that her fon’s 
rival would be finished at io eafy a rate, made no diffi¬ 
culty to promife him her interefl, not doubting of fuc- 
ccfs. Solomon, who expelled nothing lefs than fuch a 
requell from her, received her with all the marks of 
honour that were due to a queen, and a mother; but 
when he heard the purport of her fuit, he was fo enraged 
AJonijah • at his brother, that he forthwith ordered him to be put to 
anJJoab death. Joab took fanctuary at the horns of the altar, 
ffrom whence he was dragged to death ; and was fucceeded 
in his port of general by Benaiah, who had been before 
appointed his and Adonijah’s executioner. Abiathar had 
been one of the chiefs of Adonijah’s confpiracy; but the 
king contented himfelf with diverting him of his (hate 
of the high-priefthood, and confining him to his own ter¬ 
ritories at Anathoth, in confideration of his having car¬ 
ried the ark before his father, and been a fharcr in his 
affliftions. The king then fentfor .Shimei, and told him, 
that though he thought him worthy of death, yet, out of 
regard to his father’s promife, he would put it in his 
power to fave his life, by confining himfelf within the 
walls of Jeruf.ilem ; but he affiured him at the fame time, 
that if ever lie fibred out of it without leave, his dii- 
obediencc fhould coft him his head. The old man 
thanked the king for his unexpelled clemency ; but ven¬ 
turing, fome years after, to purfue two run-away fer- 
vants, he was put to death at his return '. 

Solomon did not think it enough, that he had rid him¬ 
felf of two fuch powerful enemies as Adonijah and Joab ; 
he fought to ftrengthen himfelf Hill more, by marrying 
the daughter of the king -of Egypt, who was then very 
powerful. Pharaoh gave her for dowry the city of Ge- 
zer, which he had taken from the Canaanites, and burnt 
down to the ground ; but which, being rebuilt by Solo- 
lomon, became a very confiderable place”. Solomon re- 
paifed foon after to Gibeon, the place where the ark re¬ 
mained. Here, having offered a thoufand facrifices, the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream, and promifed to grant 
Silcmn't him whatever he fhould afk. The young monarch begged 
wflm ; onl y y° r f uc h a degree of wifdom, as might enable him to 

1 i Kings ii, pafii ■ i Kings ix. 16. 

govern 
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govern with prudence and fagacity as became a king of 
lfrael; which modelt requeft obtained him 'fuch a thare 
of wifdom and lcnowlege, as had never been puddled by 
any mortal, together with a promife of fuch other earthly 
bleffings, as he had fo judicioufly overlooked. It was not 
long before he gave his people a proof of his excellent 
wifdom and difcemment. Two women appearing before 
him with a dead, and living child, and each claiming that 
which was alive as her own, with equal ardour and ap¬ 
pearance of truth ; he ordered the living child to be cut a pregnant 
afunder, and equally divided between them. Nature ini- proof oj u. 
mediately difcovered the truth. The real mother was fo 
much affefted by the fentencc, that Ihe earnellly delired 
the contefled child fhould be given to her antagonift ra¬ 
ther than fufFer death ; and by this exprcllion of tender- 
nefs, Solomon recognized the true mother ". 

The wifdom, wealth, and magnificence of this mo- jj/j majni- 
narch, {hone confpicuous in the choice he made of his /tenet, 
counfellors, officers, and magilbratcs ; in the regulation 
of his finances ; the inflitution of his laws ; the ceconomy 
of his houfhold(C), comprehending his numerous and 
fumptuous tables, his chariots, hol ies (D), Halls, and equi¬ 
page; the fplcndorandiiifciplineofhis guards ; thellrength 
of his army; and the multitude, valour, and wealth of 
his fubjefts. His immenfe riches gave him fuch a pow¬ 
erful fway, that he is faid to have lived in the profoundelt 


" i Kings iii, 


(C) His provifions are faid 
to have amounted every day to 
thirty meafures (each mealure 
containing about eight bufltels 
and a half) of fine flour, dou¬ 
ble that quantity of common 
flour, ten fatted and twenty 
pafture oxen, and a hundred 
ffieep; betide? venil'on, poul¬ 
try, wild-fowl, fifh, pulle, 
fruit, herbs, and other eat¬ 
ables, which were few to him 
from all parts of the kingdom, 
under the diredlinn of twelve 
officers, who took their turns, 
each in his refpective month, 
and out of his refpedtive can¬ 
ton (i). 


(D) Solomon feat for his 
chariots and horfes out of 
Egypt, not only lor lus own 
ule, but for that of fevcral 
neighbouring kings, w hom he 
obliged topav him fix hundred 
fltekels for every chariot and 
four horfes, and it hundred and 
fifty for every littgle horfe. 
He had likewife abundance of 
yarn, linen, and other com¬ 
modities, brought to him out 
of Egypt, which he fold to 
his fubjefts and merchants at 
a certain price; all which 
produced an tmtncnfc re¬ 
venue. 


(l) i Kings iv. 7. * 


peace. 
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peace, plenty, and grandeur of any prince of his time ; 
beloved by his friends and allies, who were conftantly 
pouring the richell prefents upon him ; feared by his 
enemies ; receiving large tributes from feveral crowned 
heads (E) ; and reported unto from all parts of the world 
for his wifdom and munificence, which brought a con¬ 
tinual concourfc of ftrangers to his metropolis, and en¬ 
riched it to fuch a degree, that gold and filver feemed to 
have loft their intrinfic value, by their extraordinary 
abundance. The vei y revenue which his navy brought 
him in, cxclufive of his cuftoms, amounted to fix hundred 
and fixty-fix talents of gold. All this while the lfraelitilh 
fubjefis enjoyed the fweets, not only of peace and plenty, 
but alfo of univerfal freedom, there being no Daves, during 
his reign, but the poor Canaanites, and fome captives of 
other nations 

flhmwfM Of all the princes that fought his friendlhip, Hiram, 
tmbegf ting of Tyre, David’s old friend and ally, was the firlt who 
md irmly p ent ambaffadors to congratulate him on hi3 acceflion to 
•anth self- ^ CT0Wn# a n d to offer him his fervice. Solomon re¬ 
turned the embaffy, and acquainted him with his defign 
of building the temple, defiring him to fend him a fuffi- 
cicnt number of workmen to join with his artificers for 
the work; particularly fome that were well {killed in 
■working in gold,.filver, Bnd other bafer metals, precious 
lionet, fcarlet, crimfon, and other fine dyes, Thefe were 
readily granted by the Tyrian king; in confideration of 
which afliftance, Solomon agreed to furniDi him yearly 
with twenty thoufand meafures of wheat, and twenty 
thoufand barrels of fine oil for his houfbold, befides the 
fame quantities of barley, wheat, wine and oil, which he 
engaged to give his fervants that were employed in the 
work. On the other fide, Hiram was to fend the ce¬ 
dars, fir, and other woods, upon floats to Joppa, there to 
be delivered to Solomon’s fervants, to be thence brought 
to Jerufalem. He fent him alfo a man of his own name , 
a Tyrian by birth, who was a fecond Bazaleel, fuch an 
excellent workman in all kinds of metals, Hones, carving, 

* l Kings iv. »■. le feq. a Ctaron, ix. pall. 

(E) The text fays, that his of Egypt, and that all the 
dominion reached from the kings of thofe countries were 
river Euphrates, or even be- tributary to him (x). 
yorrd it, to the Nile, or borders 

(i) i Kings iv. 14* * Chron, ix, 3$. 


engraving, 



to the Babylonijh Captivity . 

engraving, embroidery, tapeftry, and in making all forts of 
fine cloaths, that Hiram honoured him with the title of fa¬ 
ther. Solomon made him overfeer of all the artifts whom 
David had formerly procured out of Tyre and Sidon. An 
alliance foun followed between thefe two princes, which 
only ended with their lives r. 

To carry on this (tupendous work with greater cafe 
and fpeed, Solomon caufed an account to be taken of all 
the Canaanites, and other foreign (laves, that were in the 
land, and they were found to amount to one hundred and 
fifty-three thoufand fix hundred; feventy thoufand of whom 
he appointed to carry burdens, eighty thoufand to hew tim¬ 
ber and (lone in the mountains, and the remaining three 
thoufand fix hundred he appointed to be overfeers over 
them Befnles thefe ftrangers, over whom he appointed 
fnme of his chief officers to overfee the work, he levied 
thirty thoufand men out of all Ifrael, whom he appointed 
to work in Lebanon one month in three, ten thoufand 
every month, under the infpeftion of Adoniram ; thefe 
were likewife employed in hewing wood, marble and 
other (tone, which was afterwards wrought by the Tyrian 
mafons and carvers, and thence conveyed to Joppa by 
water r . Solomon, who had been dill adding immenlc 
quantities of gold, filver, precious (tones, and other rich 
materials, to thofe which David had laid up before his 
death, now put them into proper hands, to be wrought 
into an almoft infinite variety of ornaments. The vail 
number of hands employed, and the diligence of the over¬ 
feers and workmen was fuch, that he was able to lay the 
foundations of this great flru&ure in the fourth year of his 
reign, which was the fecond after David’s death, and the 
four hundred and eightieth after the exod. The work 
was begun on Monday the fecond day of the month Zif, 
which anfweis to the twenty-firft of our April, being the 
fecond month of the facrcd, and the eighth of the civil 
year; and was carried on with fuch prodigious difpatch, 
that it was finilhed in little more than feven years ; if not 
in that magnificent manner, in which we have feui it re- 
prefented in a vaft number of plans, and by fume late 
models expofed to public view, yet at lead in fuch a 
rich and fumptuous manner, as greatly excelled any thing 
then extant. What is (till more furprifing, every piece 
of it, whether timber, (tone, or metal, was finiffied before 
ft was brought to Jerufalem, fo that there were no other 
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tools wanted, or heard, than what were neceflary to the 
joining them to each other' (F). 

The king of Ifrael, in order to celebrate the dedication 
of this new temple with the greater magnificence, chofc 
to defer it till the next year, which was the jubilee, at 
which folemnity there ufed to be always a vail concourfe 
tttdedica- of peoplf? frtjm all parts of the kingdom. The ceremony 
tmtfit' began on the eighth day of the feventh month of the fa- 
cred year, which was the firil of the civil year, anfwering 
to the latter end of our October, and hilled feven days, 
at the end of which began the fealt of the tabernacles, 
which continued ljkewife feven days; fo that the people 
who were invited by the king, and flocked to that folem¬ 
nity, ilaid at lead fourteen days in Jcrufalem- The ce¬ 
remony opened with a pompous procdfion, in which the 
prielfs carried the ark from the tabernacle which David 
had erefted for it to the temple, and depofited it in the 
moll holy place, between the two golden cherubim, 
which Solomon had paufed to be made by Hiram (G). 

The 


r 1 Kings vi. 7, 


(F) It may be eafily con¬ 
ceived, how difficult it would 
be to give fuch a defeription of 
this celebrated fabric, as (hould 
at once avoid the extrava¬ 
gancies of the Talmudifts, and 
our modern model-mongers, 
and fupply fuch omiffions as 
may have been overlooked by 
the lacred hiftorians; but a 
curious encourager of this 
hiftory, fome years ago, pre¬ 
vailed upon a learned gentle¬ 
man of his acquaintance to 
make an ex.iff delineation rut 
of the two books of Kings and 
Chronicles. He has favoured 
us with a fight of the plans, 
and given 11 s leave to examine 
and compare them and their 
proofs with the original text; 
and finding how much we ap¬ 
proved of them, and that they 
could not hut be very ufeful 
and acceptable to the curious, 
he has not only made us a ge¬ 
nerous offer of the whole, to 


be communicated to the world, 
but has given us feveral oppor-. 
tunities of receiving farther fa- 
tisfaflion from his learned 
friend But, as his demonftra- 
tions would interrupt the thread 
of our hiftory, we think it will 
be more acceptable to our 
readers, if we join them with 
the plans of the city and tem¬ 
ple, in that face in ft and ex¬ 
planatory method in which he 
has been if ill prevailed upon to 
adapt them to this work, in an 
appendix at the end of this 
chapter. 

(G) Thefc that were made 
by Hiram for the moft holy 
place, differed from the former, 
and were of two forts, namely, 
the two which fpread one 
wing over the ark, and touched 
the wall with the other; and 
thofe which were made in bafTo 
relievo, to adorn the fide of the 
wall, being placed between 
palm-trees iikewife in relievo, 
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The king himfelf, accompanied by all hj s chief officers, 
and the elders of Ifrael, marched before the ark; thefe 
were followed by a great number of prielts and Levites, 
who iung fome canticles proper to the occafion, and 
played upon various inftruments. Next to the ark fol¬ 
lowed another number of fingers and players, with other 
priefts bearing the golden eandlclticks, altar of incenfc, 
and other facreil utenlils of the lariftuary, which had been 
brought from Gibeon, where they and the tabernacle had 
been dcpofited till that time (H). Whillt the priefts were 
ilepofiting the ark in the molt holy plate, the air rung 
with the found ol one hundred and twenty trumpets, and 
with the voices of the Levites, who fung the praifes of 
God, repeating thefe words at proper lhtnzas: “ Give 
thanks to the Lord ; for he is good, and his mercy en- 
dureth for ever.” It was then that God feemed to come 
down in a vifiblc manner, to take pofleffion, as it were, 
of his new temple, by filling it with a cloud, as he had 
formerly overihatlowed the tabernacle, infomuch, that the 


and all of the fined gold. 
What the fize ol thefe lad was 
we know nut; but that of the 
two maflive Handing cherubim 
may be guefled at by the 
length of their wings, which, 
reaching to the north and fouth 
walls with one extremity, and 
joining at lead by the other 
over the centre, moil have 
been each five cubits long, be- 
caufe the place was twenty 
cubits in length and breadth ; 
fo that one may reafonably 
fuppofe the cherubim rhem- 
felves to have been about ten 
cubits high. 

Solomon made all the other 
utenfils and ornaments of the 
temple, proportionable, both 
in fize and richnefs, to that ot 
the edifice. The Mofaic altar 
of burnt-offering, for inftance, 
was fet by on account of its 
fmallnefs, and another placed 
tn lieu of it, which was twenty 
cubits in length and breadth, 
and ten in height. The fame 


change was made in the altar 
of pertume, and the tables of 
Ihcvv-bread ; which lad, as 
well as the golden candledicks, 
he increaled five or fix-fold. 

Befides thefe, there was a 
prodigious quantity of other 
gold and fiber veffela and 
utenfils, concerning which 
the text only fays, that they 
were without number. 

(H) Thefe were not depo- 
fired in the fanrtuary, bccaufe 
the king had canted a ncuv fet 
of them to be made, which 
were larger, and more anfwer- 
able to the fpacioufnefs of the 
place, blit were laid up in 
fome other repolitory prepared 
for that purpofe. To add the 
greater magnificence to the 
proceflion, the king ordered 
the ark to dop at proper dis¬ 
tances ; and there caufed a 
prodigious number of viftimj 
to be offered up before it, till 
they had reached the fandhiary. 

priefts 
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prlcfts eautd hot ftand to offer up the facrifices, which 
they had prepared upon that occafion r . 

Solomon, who flood upon a brafen fcaffold three cu¬ 
bits high, prepared for the purpofe, having commanded 
the attention of the people, which flood in the court, and 
in the galleries round about, kneeled down, and fpread- 
lng his hand towards heaven, dedicated the facred build¬ 
ing to God in a devout prayer, which he then uttered in 
their hearing j intreating the Divine Mercy to make it its 
refidence in favour of Ifrael, and to be ready from thence 
to hear the prayers which his people fhould diredl thither, 
from whatever part of the world; and, what condition 
foever they were in, to grant their requefls, and pardon 
their offences. All this while the priefls had covered the 
fpacious altar with proper vitlims, which, as foon as his 
prayer was ended, were confumed by a miraculous fire, 
as a token of the divine favour and acceptance. The 
king then turning himfelf about, blefled the audience, 
and retired! then the priefls proceeded to offer avail 
multitude of other facrifices, which had been fern thither 
both by the king, and by the heads of the tribes; infu- 
much that they were forced to rear a number of other oc- 
cafional altars in the court (N). 

As foon as Solomon had finifhed this noble flruclure, 
he fet his artificers to wmrk upon two other buildings, 
one for himfelf, and another for Pharaoh’s daughter * •, 


y i Chron. v. per tot. 1 

ix. 14. andiChron. viii. n. 

(N ] On the very firft day of 
this ceremony, which lafted 
ftven days, they facrificed 
twenty-two thoufand bullocks, 
and one hundred and twenty 
thoufand (heep, for peace-of¬ 
ferings, which ferved to feafl 
the people ; befides a prodi 
mows number of burnt and o- 
ther offerings, which were 
brought in every day. The 
feafl of the tabernacles, which 
immediately followed this, was 
likewife obl'erved with unufual 
magnificence j after which, the 
people were difmiffed. We 
a tc told, that God appearing 


Compare i Kings, Hi, i, vii. i. 

to him in a dream, on the firft 
night of the dedication, ex- 
prefled his acceptance of that 
fumptuous edifice; and re¬ 
newed his promifes to him, and 
his pofterity, provided he and 
they fhould ferve him with an 
upright heart: on the other 
hand, he allured him, that, 
in cafe they provoked him by 
their idolatry and difobediencr, 
that glorious building, which 
was now the wonder of the 
world, fhould infalliby become 
a defolarinn, a dwelling for 
owls and bats, and a proverb 
among all nations (i). 


(i) i Kings, ix. & feq. 


and 
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and fpared nothing that art and riches conld fitmifh (O) 
for their decoration. He was employed almolt thirteen 
years in building them ; fo that he finifhed thofe three 
magnificent edifices, with all their coitly furniture, uten- 
Cls, and ornaments, within the fpace of twenty years (P). 


(O) One of thefe palaces is 
called “ the houfe of the foreft 
of Lebanon,” though it was 
at Jerufalem; the reafon of 
which appellation cannot be 
eaftly gueifed. The Chaldee 
paraphraft calls it a fummer- 
houfe, or houfe of refrelh- 
ment; others think it was built 
in that foreft after Solomon 
had taken the city of Hamath- 
Zobah ; but the general opi¬ 
nion is, that they gave the 
name of the foreft ot Lebanon, 
to the city of David, an account 
of the prodigious quantities of 
cedar, and other trees, which 
had been brought from thence 
to build the temple, and other 
fumptuous edifices, infomuch 
that it feemed as if Lebanon 
had been tranfported to Jeru¬ 
falem. Upon this account, 
ind perhaps alfo from the tra- 
grancy or the cedar, both the 
city and temple, as well as the 
palace, are called Lebanon by 
the pfalmift, and fome of the 
prophets (a). 

(P) Thefe palaces were 
built with the utmoft magnifi¬ 
cence, whether we confider 
she prodigious quantities of 
gold, filver, cedar and other 
precious woods, marble and 
other colHy ftooes; the ftu- 
pendous fixe of them ; or the 
exquifitenefs of the workman¬ 
ship ; or the tichnefs of their 
furniture, and the fumptuouf- 
Det of the galleries, porches, 
courts, and apartments. A¬ 


mong thefe there was one more 
fpacious than the reft, called 
the porch, or hall of judg¬ 
ment, in which was placed the 
king’s throne, and on each 
fide of it the feats of his coun- 
fellors. It was raifed in the 
njidft of a range of rich pil¬ 
lars of cedar, curioufly carved 
and inlaid with gold. The 
throne itfelf, in the falhion of 
a niche, was covered with 
ivory, inlaid with curious or¬ 
naments in gold ; theafeent to 
it was by fix fteps, each ftep 
fupported on either fide with a 
fmall lion, and the arms of the 
feat with two large ones as big 
as the life. Ail thefe, and 
even the fteps thcmfclves, were 
likewife covered with gold and 
ivory. The richnels of the 
furniture of thefe fumptuous 
edifices may he guefied at, by 
the plate and drinking-veflell 
which were ufed in them, all 
of the fineft gold. To thefe 
he added three hundred fhields 
of the fame metal, to be car¬ 
ried before him when he went 
abroad, and, upon his return, 
fufpended along rhe rows of 
pillars. Befides thefe, he like¬ 
wife caufed two hundred target® 
to bemadeofalargerfize, which 
were hung up in fome confptcu- 
ous places of the temple) all 
thefe were made of fome precious 
wood, and covered with gold; 
thefe latter amounted to fix hun¬ 
dred ihekels each, and the for¬ 
mer to three pounds weight < j). 

( 3 ) 1 Kings, a* 

Thefe 


(*) Pfal. xxix. paftim, xcii. is,>3» k allb - 
it, 7 , s Chron.uu jj. 
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Thefe rtagnificent works being accomplished, he fent 
back a great part of the Tyrian artificers ; and, to exprefs 
his gratitude to their prince, who had fo generoufly fur- 
nifhed him, not only with vaft quantities of ftones and 
wood, but alfo with great funis of gold, he prefented 
him with twenty cities in Galilee. But Hiram coming 
foon after to view thefe, was fo difgufted at them, that 
he could not forbear breaking out into fome complaint 
again!! his brother Solomon, and expreffmg his diffatisfac- 
tion by his refufal of them, and by the contemptible 
name which he gave to that whole land; upon which So¬ 
lomon built them anew himfelf, and planted them with 
colonies of Ifraelites. The reft of his workmen, whether 
Tyrians or others, together with the Canaanitilh flaves, 
were employed in furrounding the city of Jerufalem with 
a ftrong and ftately wall, and fortifying Millo, Hazor, 
Megiddo, Gezer, Beth-Horon, Baalath, Tadmor, or Pal¬ 
myra, and other places of confequence ; befides feveral 
other ftore-citics for his chariots and horfes, for his ma¬ 
gazines of corn, wine, oil, and other provjfions and am¬ 
munition (QJ. 

Salmon's To fupply all thefe vaft expences, Solomon built a navy 
* a ' v y- at Ezion-Geber, upon the coafts of the Red Sea, and put 
it under the care of fome expert Tyrian failors, who, 
with his own men, went with it to Ophir (R), and in 

about 

(Q_) He built likewife fome gold, together with precious 
fnrtrellcs in Lebanon, proba- ftones, fpices, ivory, ebony, 
bly to feeure a free communi- almug-wood, peacocks, and 
cation between his kingdom monkies; that Solomon’s fleet 
and that of Syria. Soon after, bound on this voyage fet fail 
he brought under his yoke the from Ezion-Geber, a fea-port 
remainder of the Amorites, on the Red Sea, and performed 
Hittites, Pcrizzites, Hivites, it in three years. Some have 
and Jebufites, who feem to fuppofed this land to be no 
have remained unconquered other than America, a notion 
till his time, and made them void of all probability. Others, 
all tributaries (4). on no better foundation, con- 

(R) Various conjedtures tend for its being the coaft ot 
have been flatted about this Africa. A third fet of critics 
land of Opbir, concerning declare for the fouthem parts 
which all that we learn from of Arabia; but the mofl plau- 
the Scripture amounts to no Able opinion feems to be that 
more than that it produced a of Jofephus, who places it in 
great quantity of the fineft fome part of the Eall Indies. 

(4) 1 Kings, ix. 17, & feqq. * Chron, viii. 1, It feqq. 

Thofe 
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about three years time brought him back an immenfe 
weight of gold and filver, befides feveral kinds of pre¬ 
cious ftones, fpices, ebony and other curious wood, 
ivory, peacocks, monkies, and other rarities ®. The gold 
itfelf amounted to four hundred and fifty talents yearly, 
befides the profit which, he made of all the other commo¬ 
dities. Some of thofe precious woods the king-employed 
in adorning the galleries about the temple, and in malting 
a great number of mufical inftruments for the fervice of 
God f . ' 

Among the remarkable perfonages whom his fame Thiautn 
brought to Jerufalem, the mod confiderable was the 
queen of Sheba (S), a princefs of tranfeendent wifdom, ' l "/< <> *<*• 
and fuch extraordinary opulence, that fhe vied with the 
Jewifli monarch, in the fumptuoufnefs of her equipage, 
and in the richnefs of her prefents. She brought with 
her a vaft number of camels laden with gold, precious 
ftones, and fuch fpices and perfumes as had not till then 
been known even in Solomon’s court. Her knowlege 
and fagacity were equal to her wealth. She was more 
attrafted by Solomon’s wifdom than his power, and 


e I Kings, ix. ver. lilt. x. **. » Chronicles viii._*J, Ss feq. 
f iChrun. ix. 11. 


Thofe who want to know in 
what manner thefe different o- 
pinions are fupported, may con- 
fult the following authors (t). 

(S) Jofephus calls her Ni- 
caulis, and fays, (he was queen 
of Egypt and Ethiopia ; the 
Ethiopians pretend that {he 


hand, claim this queen as their 
own; they call her Balkifti, 
and pretend that Ihe was queen 
of Arabia, and had her refi- 
dence in the city of March, 
which they make the metropo¬ 
lis of the province of Saba. 
That (he came from Arabia, 


J-lLUUpiailS UICIUIU ---~ 

was queen of that country, and feems probable, became me is 
preferve ftill a lift of her fuc- called in the Gofpel, the 


ceflbrs. They add, that {he 
had a fon by Solomon, whom 
Ihe fent to be brought up by 
him j they call him Meilik or 
Menilehek, and pretend that 
twenty-four of their kings are 
defeended from that prince fuc- 
ceflively, down to Bafilides, 


--J-s ' „ 

queen of the South;” and is 
faid to have come from the ut- 
termoft parts of the earth; a 
defeription which anfwers ex- 
aftly to Arabia Felix, lying 
fouth of Judas, and bounded 
by the ocean. To this we 
may add, that it abounded with 

/. •_ A __ 
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who rcleocd in the middle of gold, precious ftones, and «qe 
the feventeenth century. perfumes, more than any otiu? 
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;emed refolved to difpute with him the prize of fuperior 
inderftanding She attempted to puzzle him with fubtle 
uCftions ana enigmas prepared for the purpofe; but 
ound hist fo acute in cqnceiving her meaning, fo ready 
n folding her doubts, and fo fagacious in explaining 
ter riddles, that fbe was charmed with his chara&er, 
md could not help owning it was not without reafon that 
ie» was efteemed the wifell prince of his time». The 
;ing entertained her with a view of the temple, of his 
>alaces and, gardens, and all the magnificence of his 
:ourt and capital ; at which ftie exprefled her extreme 
atisfaflion. She prefented him with one hundred and 
wenty talents of gold, a great number of precious ftones, 
md rich perfumes. Solomon, on the other hand, was 
:oo generous, not to make her fuitable returns, and dif- 
nifled her with theftrongeft proofs of his munificence 11 . 

Hitherto we have feen nothing in that prince’s life, but 
vhat gives us tjie higheft idea of his wifdom, piety, and 
nagnificence; but the remainder of his reign exhibits a 
melancholy reverfe. Solomon, emphatically called the 
Wife, beloved of God, and admired by all the world for 
fo many excellent virtues, became fuch a Have to the paf- 
Hii dtfic - fion of love, in his old age, that he ventured to marry an 
,im > amazing multitude of (trange women, without diftinc- 
tion of nation, country, or religion, and without the 
leaft regard to God’s exprefs commands; and at length 
Malriit, fuffered himfelf to be feduced into all manner of idolatry. 

The number of his wives amounted to feven hundred, be¬ 
sides three hundred concubines, or wives of the feconil 
ank i and his complaifanqe for them went fo far, as to 
mild altars and temples to all their deities; infomuch 
hat the neighbourhood of Jerufalem, if not the city itfelf, 
Sras filled with idols and temples; and the Mount of 
Olives, over-againft it, was denied with two altars, one 
» Chemofh, the god of Moab, and another to Moloch, 
:he idol of the Ammonites. Such a fhameful defeflion 
could not but be highly difpleafing to God: and Solomon 
Iff. of FI. was foon made fenfible of his indignation. Appearing 
|J7J the third time to him in a dream, he told him, that his 
. Ante Chr. ingratitude would coft his fucceSTors the lofs of his king- 
, * 7S ' dom, the tribe of Judah excepted, which he would leave 
MidftJf. them, in confideration of his -forme* fftomife to David, 
"• , for whofc fake hq alfo forbore to rend the other tribes 

ffOtn him till after his death. Whether this fevere de- 

* i Kings*. !• , *| Kings *.14, is tow. s.Cbron. »x.«, & f'1- 

lunciatiou 
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ftuftciation awaked him to repentance, or whether he 
died irpmerfed in his idolater and luft, the text doth no 
where explain. He died in the fortieth year of his reign, 
and about the fifty-eighth of his age ; was buried in the 
ftately fepulchre of his father David j\ and fucceeded by 
his fon Rehoboam 1 (T). 

Whilft Solomon fpent the laft years of his life in plea- Riktkttm. 
fure and indolence, the fpedsof the threatened defection 
were lowing both in Ifrael and elfewhere; fo that when 
his fon Rehoboam afcendcd the throne, he had three 
potent adverfaries to encounter. The firit was Hadad 
king of Edom, who bore a mortal hatred to Ifrael, ever 
fince David’s general had caufed fuch a dreadful mafiacre 
in that kingdom. He was now 'returned from Egypt, 
where he had been forced to take fan£tuary, during the 
reigns of David and Solomon. The fecond was Rezin, a 
(object of the king of Zobah, who fled, likewife, from 
David’s conquering fword, and, having put himfelf at 
the head of a band of brave wurtiors, eftabliihed a petty 
kingdom at Damafcus; from whence he never ccafed 
annoying Ifrael, and revenging David’s old hoftilities on 
the Zobeans. But the moft dangerous of the three was 
Jeroboam, an emerprizing youth of the tribe of Ephraim, 
whom Solomon had formerly made overfeer of his tribe, 
and that of Manafleh, in carrying on his _ works. This 
man had been told, by the prophet Ahijah, that God 
would give him the ten tribes which were to be rent from 
Solomon’s fucceflors. Whether this prophecy had taken 
air, and upon this account, or for fome particular mifde- 
meanor, he had been forced to fly into Egypt, to avoid 
the king’s refentmeftt} there, probably, he concerted 
with the king of Edom, a plan for railing an infuirecritfn 
in Ifrael. As foon, therefore, as he heard that Relto- 
boam was upon the throne, he returned from Egypt, to 
watch a proper opportunity ; and that weak prince, sston 
after, gave him Rich as his heart could wilh. 

Rehoboam was gone with his court, and the elder# at 
all the tribes, to receive their homage at Sechem? but 
they refufed to acknowjege him, unle& be would pro- 

1 1 Kings xi. per tot. ■ Cbron. lx. *«,*«• 

(T) Solomon is recorded-to 

have written a great mipber of 
hooks j of-which we have only 
his Proverbs, Ecdefiaflea, and 
the Canticles j all die «s» ate 


oft, as well as tbofc of th# 
irophets Nathan, Ahijah, and 

ddo, who »«> k*d to have 
waned Ac hitoy **“* 
Mince. 
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wife to lighten their yoke, which, they complained, his 
father had made too heavy. The king took three Says to 
confidey of an anfwer; and, as he had attained'to the 
fortieth year of his age, one might have expe&ed that 
he would have hearkened to the wholfome advice of wife 
counfeliors •, but he unfortunately preferred that of fome 
hot-headed youths, who had been brought up at court 
With him. lnftead of footbing the people, on the third 
day, he ahfwered them, in a haughty tone, that he de- 
fignedto govern them with greater Severity than ever his 
father bad exercifed; and that, if they dared to murmur, 
he would ufe fcorpions, inftead of whips, to chaftife 
their inference. Exafperated by this harih declaration, 
they declaimed all further allegiance to the houfe of 
David ■, aftd, having murdered Adoram, whom the king 
had fent to appeafe the tumult,, ten of the tribes chofe 
Jeroboam fo be their fovercign, Judah and Benjamin, 
however, adhered to Rehoboam, and conveyed him with 
allfpeed to Jerufalem. He immediately raifed an army 
out of the .two tribes, which muftered a hundred and 
eighty thoufand valiant men, to reduce the reft to their 
obedience s hut, whilft they were preparing for battle, the 
prophet Shemaiah came, and acquainted them, that this 
defefition was from God, and perfoaded them to defift. 
Jeroboam, ojj the other hand, who thought of nothing 
but how to fecure his new-acquired kingdom, took the 
advantage of thaf peaceful interval, to rebuild Shechem 
and Penuel, the former of which he made the place of 
his refidence. But there was (till one thing, which he 
feared might, in time, reconcile the ten tribes to the 
houfe of David, namely, the cuftomof going three times 
a year * Jerufalem. with a view to render this pilgrim¬ 
age unneceflary, he facrificed. religion to his fafety, and 
fet up a couple of golden calves, one at Dan, and the 
other at Betb-cl, which were at the two extremities of 
the kingdom) to-which places he commanded the people 
to re|»*lr for worihip, without going- to Jerufalem. He 
likewifebuilt fome temples and altars m me hieh-places; 
and. heesufe the Levices adhered to Rehoboam, " e 
priefts to his Gerties oat of thettmg* of his people 

aril’'* grdat coriCoarfe of people had tocked to 
et Whs' forii-tfefife? hfGM,. to d«- 
W. : &k newqltar king 
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of Judah, named JoGah. This meffeftger, as a proof of 
his miffion, told them, that the altar fhould forthwith 
exhibit?marks of the divine wrath. Immediately itburft 
afunder. and the cinders ran out at the rent. Jeroboam, ‘ 
ftanding by the altar, juft going to offer incenfe, when he 
heard the prophet’s menaces, ftretched cut his band to 
caufe him to be apprehended; but, to his great furprize, 
felt it withered in an infhnt. Upon his fubmiffion, how¬ 
ever, it was reftored, and he invited the prophet to his 
houfe ; but->this laft, having been cxprefsly forbidden to 
flay in jieth-el, even to drink a cup of water, refufed his 
offer, and went his way. 

Jeroboam, nothing moved at this extraordinary cv ent, 
continued debauching the people from* the worihip of 
God °. At length, his ton Abijah being feized with a 
dangerous difeafe, he fent his wife, in difguife, to Ahi- 
jah the prophet, who had foretold that he fhould be king 
over the ten tribes, to know whether the youth would 
recover. Ahijah, though blind with age, knew her at 
her firil coming ; and, having called her by name, bid 
her go and tell her hufband, that fince he had proved fo 
ungrateful to God, and had filled Ifrael with idolatry, the 
death of the child would be the leaft puniihment that 
fhould fall upon him. He declared, that his pofterity 
fhould be cut off; that they who died in the city-would 
become the food of dogs ; and thofe that fell in the field 
fhould be devoured by the ravens. Notwithstanding all 
thefe menaces, Jeroboam perfifted (HU in his idolatry, and 
gave thereby no ffflall advantage to the king of Judah r. 

\Shilft Jeroboam ftrengthened himfetf in Shechem, 
Rehoboam was not idlt at Jerufalem; he built and ^for¬ 
tified a confiderable number of places in Judah and Ben¬ 
iamin, fecured them with garrifons, and ftored them 
with amts and ammunition. At the fame time the tri 
of Levi, which was difoerfed over Ifrael, being dtfpleafed 
with Jeroboam, catae locking to Jerufalem from their 
hrMes a vaft number out of the other 
, and went 
Mofes; fo 


refpeCHvecitks, befides a vaft number 
tribes, who abhorred his calves and idolatries, 
thither to ferveGod according to the law of 
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enormities, God ftirrodupa potent adverfary again!! him, 
Ssmely, Soifhak, ting of Egypt, who took many of hit 
fenced crties, add drove the wealthieft fttbjefls of Judah 
intone metropolis forftelter. Here the prophet She- 
*dkhm took occafion to upbraid them with their wicked- 
nefs, which had brought this diftrefs upon them } and he 
foretold tbe rujn of the city. His denunciation .-had fo 
gopd an effeS, that they b““hled themfelves before God, 
andj by acknowleging the juftice of this punifhment, 
avoided its feverity v, Shifhak, having reduced Jerufalem, 
c< f lt . en . ted kimfelf with ftripping the temple and palaces of 
all their golden fhieldsand veflels, and left them to fub« 
ftttute others in their room of a bafey metaL This dif- 
aiter happetted in the fifth year of Rehoboam} after 
which he reigned twelve years peaceably, bating a few 
fktrmifhes with the king of Ifrael, and died in the eigh¬ 
teenth year of his reign (A). 

Jeroboam had reigned eighteen years in Ifrael, when 
Abjjam, or Abijah, as he is called in the book of Chro- 
, nicies, fucceeded to the crown. This new fovereign im¬ 
mediately took the l^eld with four hundred thou&nd men, 
and encamped on Mount Zemaraim, upon the borders of 
Ephraim, where Jeroboam met him with an army.of dou- 
. ^S# umbcr ‘ two kings, being within hearing 
t Abijah upbraided bis competitor with his 

bafe &iSi&ion, and bafer aftions j ohferving, that from 
being a fervant to Solomon, he had taken the advantage 
of Retwboam's weaknefs to. deprive him of the largeft 
f%tt Of his kingdom, and had endeavoured to fecure it 
b f debauching the people from the worftip of God to, the 
moft, abominable idolatries; h$ concluded with telling 
hurt, %t be could eipe£l nothing but ruin and detrac¬ 
tion afajuft punifhment for Ms rebellion againft his God 
who was'now ^e.^gajnft himwithan 
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army ofmen which had faithfully adhered'to the fervice of 
both. Jeroboam was too hardened a politician to fuffer 
£““6" *“• n \ cn > tohe intimidated by fuch reproaches. 
Whdft he fecmed1 to give the king of Judah the hearing, 
he had ordered a body of men to wheel round the hul 
and furpnfeh.m in the rear, whilll he himfeif attacked 
him in front; and this ftratagem was fo pun£tually ex¬ 
ecuted, that Abijah faw himfeif furrounded by the enemy 
before he was aware of their defign. This furprize occa- 
fioned a great outcry in bis army, and would, m all like- 
lihodd, have produced an univerfal panic, had not they 
found means to gain over a great number of the Ifrielites i 
of whom, however, there fell five hundred thoufand on the 
fpot: Abijah purfued his vi£tory, and retook feveral con- 
fiderable places, particularly Beth-el, and weakened Je¬ 
roboam fo much, that he never could recover his ftrength 
during the fhort remainder of Abijah’s reign, which did 
not exceed three years (B). 

Afa fucceeded Abijam in the twentieth year of Jero¬ 
boam. He was a religious prince; and as the ten fifft’ 
years’of his reign were bleffed with peace, he fpent a 
great part of that time in purging his kingdom' from the 
heatbenifli abominations, which his pr; - ceflbrs bad in- 
introduced. So iincere was his zeal in that great work, 
dial he depofed his own mother for patronizing idolatry, 
and eretting a grove for the worfhip of fome k|oI, which 
he caufed to be deftroyed, with all the other monuments 
of irreligipn, except the higb-placea, which he endeavour-, 
ed in vain to ,aboliih. He alio put his whole kingdom in 
a goodpofture of defence, by fortifying feveral important 
places, and entertaining as army of five hundred and 
eighty droufand men: three hundred thoufand of thefe 
were of the tribe of Judah, famous for handling the tar¬ 
get and fpear; the reft were chiefly of Benjamin, cele¬ 
brated for their uncommon dexterity in the ufe of the 
fhield and bow. His riches increatmg with jii* might, 
he adorned the temple with a quantity afgoJd'and filvqr 
vefic^i in the room of thole which .foe kiVig of Egypt hr* 

• (B> Abijah ■ -left ; fourteen All'.' fafoer, j "lkawd''df' 'forvi 
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f| ‘ «*rriedaway. la tbe fecond year of His reign Nadat 

.2^° al ^! n Ifra ® lj but BOtbia g happened, 
dunnghiwwo years feign, except hiscleav- 

- >ng *o tjWftos °f bis father, and bis being killed at th< 
"• 3 ? c pfGibbethon, a fortrefs belonging to the Phi. 
fiRtnes, by Baafha, a man of the tribe of Iffachar 
who, having feted upon the kingdom, deftroyed the 
d^rion^* °* * erolH>aal, accor<iin g » the prophet’s pre- 

'• Afa faw hi* kingdom attacked by a prodigious 

r. J of Cu&ites, with Zerah, the Ethiopian, at their 
bpsd. Afa, who trotted more in God than in his own 

- Pf. n ,8 th> *« , not trifled at this numerous hoft, but 
r- boldly marched again ft them to Mereftah } where, in a 

pitched battle, he totally rouled the Ethiopians, and rt- 
turned to, Jerufalei* laden with their fpoil. Soon after 
his arrival he faenficed a confiderable portion of the booty 
to the ferviceof God. He had the pleasure to hear him- 
ielt encouraged by a prophet, and to. fee multitudes flock 
to him from feveral of the revolted tribes, whom either 

ktognf Ift4l CMfS drew aw »7 fror n Baafha, the new-made 

, Ic 7*®’, Pf® bab Jyj d)'B continual defedion which pro- 
™***J*T 0f , Bwt miflle » Itetween the two kings, and 
obliged Baafha to build the fortrefs of Ramah, to flop the 
communication between the two kingdoms. He was 
then leagued with the king of Syria j and Afa, afraid of 
engaging two fuch powerful enemies, found no better ex- 
pe®«nt than to bribe Benhadad to break his alliance with 
the king of ttrael, and to caufe fome powerful diverfion 
to his dominions. To this end be font him#ll the gold 
tfcat ac couJ 4 «nd, 'both in hia own treafurv and in that 
a which had fiich an influence upon the 

33“-** toefenced cities of the tribe 
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obliged Baafhato defift from hi* enter- 
.pnae to ap aqtf defend Rig.own territories*. As fbon as 
be had dejpirt&i from Ramab, Aik iffned out a procla- 
^trnn, t^ttomdingbis fuiye$s«o tranfport aU the ma- 
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hi* feign, and was fucceeded by his fon Jehofht- 
phat. / -. 

Baaflia, all this while, continued to pradife the ids. TO. sfjfc. 
latries of Jeroboam, and wa* engaged in conftant wars >♦'*• 
with the king of Judah, when Jehu, the fon of Hanani, Antt Cb *' 
came from the Lord to tell him, that ftnce he had imitated *** ■ t 
his predeceflor in his fin, he fhould likewife fhare in his 
ptmiftiment, and be cut off with his poftcrfty.' Baaflia 
died foon after, and was fucceeded by his fon Elah, who 
afcendcd the throne in tbe twenty-fixth year of Afa’s 
reign : he had fcarce reigned two years before he felt the 
effefts of Jehu’s prediction j he was then at the fiege of 
Gibbethon, where Zimri, who commanded his Chariots, £Ui, l » 
flew him, and feized upon bis kingdom. Zimri’s reign t/lfisil, 
lafted but feven days, Omri, another general officer, being 
chofen king by the army; yet fonnd he time enough, in iy 2imri ' 
that fhort fpace, to deftroy the whole race of Baafha, 
even to his remoteft relations. Omri left Gibbethon, and 
wont to befiege him in Tirzah; but, before he could en¬ 
ter that city, Zimri went into the royal palace, arid fet- 
tmg it on fire, perifhed in the flames j however, he 
reigned long enough to fhew himfelf unworthy of the 
kingdom, by his propenfity to Jeroboam's idolatry*. 

Omri had another competitor in Tibni, the fon of Gi- 
nath, whom one part of the people h?d ele&ed king: but 
the faction of Omri, being much theftrongcr,foOnperfuad- 
ed the reft -to join with them; fo Tibni was killed, and 
Omri reigned unrivalled. This revolution happened in 
the thirty-firft year of Afa’s reign. 

During the firft fix years of his government, Tirzah 
being then the royal place of refidence, Omri bought the 
hill Someron, or Samaria, of one Shemer, for two talent* 
of filver, and built upon it the city of that name, which 
he made afterwards the metropolis of his kingdom. We 
have nothing more recorded of him, except that he reigned 
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victorious over the Ethiopisn rite text does not fly. - *He 
hofti but the king, by th* v b«*, of Lj»«ly tot, 
time grown impatient, % tea-.;. thst hewsshuned with n» an- 
fot> of a diftemper in his 
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fix years in Samaria, in all the profligacy of his predecef- 
fors ; and was.fucceeded by his fon Ahab, who proved 
iftill more wicked than any of them 

Ahab began his reign in the thirty-eighth year of Afa’s; 
his unlawful marriage with Jezebel, the daughter of Eth- 
baal, king of Zidon, proved a conftant fource of idola¬ 
tries and wicked deeds- He fuffered her to introduce 
the worihip of the Zidonian deities, which confided in 
human facrifices, and in the mod abominable ceremonies. 

Whilft Ahab and his idolatrous queen were propagating 
their impieties inlfrael, and murdering all thofe, whether 
prophets or others, who dared to cenfure their conduct, 
Jehoihaphat, who fucceeded Afa about the latter end of 
the fourth year of Ahab’s reign, was employed in deflroy- 
ing idolatry, and promoting the pure worihip of God in 
his own kingdom, with fuch zeal and application, that it 
drew upon him and his people the greated profperity and 
fuccefs. He was thirty-five years old when he began his 
reign; and the fird dep he took was to pull down all the 
monuments of idolatry and fodomitical groves, which his 
father had not been able to aboliih. In the third year of 
his reign he fent fome of the chief officers of his court, 
with a competent number of priefts and Levites, with 
copies of the Pentateuch, to indruft the people through¬ 
out his kingdom. At the fame time he fortified all the 
confiderable places of the land, and put garrifons in them, 
as well as in thofe which his father had taken from the 
kings of Ifrael. Befides thefe, he maintained an army of 
above one million of fighting men. In a word, be was 
foprofperous and powerful, that none of his enemies dared 
to moled him : the Fhiliftines and Arabians were tribu¬ 
taries to him, and his allies were dill increafing his wealth 
by their prefects *. 

Thus it fated with that religious prince and his Tub-, 
je£ts, wbild war and famine were the reward of Ahab’s 
impiety in the kingdom of Ifrael. . 

At the end of three years Elijah prefented himfelf to 
Obadiah, governor of Ahab’s houfe, as he was going in 
fearch of fome frclh fpripgsof water, to fave that little 
cattle they had kfti whilft the king himfelf went another 
way upon the fame errand. . Obadiah. was a pious man, 
and had expreffed uncommon zeal for the God of Ifrael, 
by laying a hundred of hip prophets from Jezebel’s fury, 
and fupporting them with food in their concealment dur- 
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jng the whole time of the famine. As Toon, therefore, 
as hefaw Elijah, he fell down at his feet, and received him 
with profound refpe£l; but when the piophet bid him 
go after the king, and acquaint him with his arrival, he 
modeftly excufed himfelf*from executing fo dangerous a 
meffagc : “ For, added he, there is fcarce a nation or 
kingdom from which Ahab has not exadted an oath, to 
bring you back to Samaria, wherever you may be found.” 

But, upon the prophet’s promifmg, that he would (hew 
himfelf to the king, Obadiah went, and informed him of 
Elijah’s return, and his promife of a fpeedy rain. Elijah atJAkstk 
accordingly appeared, and the firft greeting between 
Ahab and him, was fuch as might be reafonably expedited 
between a wicked haughty monarch, and a perfon of that 
prophet’s character. Aftermutual invedtives, Elijah defired 
that all Ifrael might be gathered together at Mount Car¬ 
mel, with all the priefts of Baal, whom Jezebel main¬ 
tained. Thefe being affembled accordingly, he reproved 
the people for halting between two opinions, and divid¬ 
ing their fervice between God and Baal. “ You fee, faid Elijah's 
he, that I am the only prophet of the Lord that is left, **?/*- 
and thofe of Baal are four hundred and fifty; let them 
offer up a bullock to Baal, and I will offer up another to 30 ' 
the God of Ifrael and let the deity, whofe facrifice is 
confumed by a miraculous fire, be henceforth the only 
objedl of your worfhip.” As foon as the people had ex- 
preffed their alfpnt to his propofal, the priefts of Baal 
were ordered to begin. They hewed their bullock in 
pieces, and laid it upon the altar, and called upon Baal, 
from morning till noon; but receiving no anfwer to their 
invocations, they began, according to their cuftom, to 
cut themfclves with knives, till the blood ran down upon 
the grdund T . All this while Elijah plied them with the- 
moft biting farcafms, bidding them to cry louder, for Baal 
no doubt, was a great God, and would hear them, un- 
lefs he were either afleep, or more advantageoufly em¬ 
ployed. At length, about the time of offering the even- 
tng-facrifice, he reared up an altar of twelve ftories, ac¬ 
cording to the Mofaic law, and laid the wood and victim 
upon it; then caufing a deep trench to be dug round rt, 
he ordered the affiftants to pour water upon the altar 
tilf the trench was overflowed, Thefe fteps being 
taken he called upon God with^ voice; beg¬ 
ging Of him that he would fhew himfelf to the whole 
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people, to be the only God Of the oniverfe; a fire dart¬ 
ing down from heaven, immediately confutned the vic¬ 
tim, wood ami altar, and dried up all the water in the 
trenches ; at fight of which phenomena, the people fell 
upon tbeir faces; and cried out, “ The Lord is the only 
God.” The prophet, then addreffing himfelf to the peo¬ 
ple, told them, that if they were really convinced, they 
ought to feize tbofe falfe'prophets, the priefts of Baal, 
who had feduced them from the worfhip of God, to ferve 
that filthy deity, and taking them to the brook Kifhon, 
put them all to death. The people obeyed this injunc¬ 
tion; and Ahab, whether the late miracle made him a 
profelyte, or he thought it dangerous to check their zeal, 
made no efforts for their prefervation. But when he 
reached his palace, he acquainted his queen with what 
had happened at Carmel, and what fhameful check her 
favourite deity had received, in fight of all Ifrael. One 
would eapefl, that the long wilhed-for rain, obtained by 
the prophet’s prayer, might have comforted her for that 
misfortune, and have infpired her with an uncommon re- 
fpeft for his perfon; but it happened quite otherwife, 
and the death of fo many of her prophets threw her into 
fuch a rage, that fhe vowed to fend the author of it after 
them by the neat day; fo that Elijah was forced a fecond 
time to fly for his life. 

By that time Ahab had feigned eighteen years, Ben- 
hadad king of Syria came at the head of thirty-two petty 
kings, and a numerous army, and laid fiege to Samaria; 
where, notwithftanding his great forces, and the arro- 
AhaVruic- g ance with which be threatened both city and king, he 
uryamdgt- was repulfed by a handful of men, who fallied out at 
•trtftj. mid-day, with Ahab at their head, and forced him to fly 
with prodigious lofs. He endeavoured, in the courfe of 
the following year, to retrieve bis credit; and was de¬ 
feated again by the Ifraelites with a terrible Daughter, he 
hhnfelf having narrowly efcaped being taken prifoner in 
the city of Aphek: but, upon his fending'from thence a 
ftibmrffive meflage, Ahab received him with amazing con- 
defcetifion into his chariot, and brought him to Ijis pavilion, 
where they made an alliance together i after Which; he 
generpsfly dxfmified him without ranfom. The particu¬ 
lars of thefe twfi famous a&ions the reader Will find in me 
hiftwy of Syria. A* feon as Senbadad waj departed, one 
of thefbnaoftbe prophets prefehted himfelf before Ahab, 
his face befmeared with blood and duft: he complained, 
that during .the adion; a Syrian prifoneff had been com¬ 
mitted 



imtted to his cuftody, with a ftrift charge not to let him 
efcape, under pam of death} but that, whilft he bufied 
hnnfelf about different things, the prifoner was fled, 
andhmfelf now in danger of being punifhed for his „ e ! 
gled. Ahab, who believed the faft to be really as he 
told it, made no fcruple to pronounce him guilty of 
death j but the prophet, wiping his flee, and difeovering 
himlelt to the king, foon gave him to underftand, that he 
had paffed fentence againit himfelf; and that fmee he had 
left fo powerful an enemy of Ifrael to go free, when God 
had delivered him into his hand, hisjfe (hould pay for 
that of his prifoner., Ahab was ftrucfwith fuch hirprize 
at the boldnefs of the ftratagem, that he went away to Sa¬ 
maria full of grief and indignation «: nevcrthelefs, he 
kept hrs word with the king of Syria, till that prince, de¬ 
taining Ramoth-Gilead, a city which belonged to Ifrael, 
contrary to his promife, afforded him a pretence for in¬ 
vading his territories about three years after the laft pa¬ 
cification ". r 


In the mean time, Ahab fuffered himfelf to be re¬ 
duced by Jezebel to an inhuman deed, which proved fatal 
to him and h"s whole family. Naboth, an inhabitant of 
Jezreel, had a vineyard contiguous to the palace, which 
Ahab offered to buy, or exchange for another piece of 
ground, intending to make an herb-garden of it for his 
houfe; but, as it- was reckoned fcandalous to fell an in¬ 
heritance, Naboth was uncourteous enough to refufe the 
offer. Jezebel, incenfed at his obftinacy, fent a letter to 
the elders of Jezreel, fealed with the king’s fignet, com¬ 
manding them to proclaim a faft, and to hire fomc pro¬ 
fligate wretches to fwear treafon and blafphemy againft 
Naboth, for which he ihould be ftoned to death. The 
Jezreelites, not daring to difobey her order, fent her 
word foon after of Naboth’s death, and fhe acquainted 
Ahab with it} but, whilft he was taking poffeffion of the' 
ground, the prophet Elijah came to him from God, 
foretold the deftru£tion that this murder would bring 
upon him, upon Jezebel, and upon bis whole houfe} 
that the dogs ihould lick his blood, where they licked 
that of Naboth} that Jezebel ihould be devoured by dogs, 
and all his poflerity utterly cut off. This dreadful fen¬ 
tence fo alarmed the king, that he rent his cloath*, re¬ 
turned home overwhelmed with grief, and, by a timely 
repentance, obtained a gracious refpite) fo that the ca- 
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Jehofhaphat, on the other hand, having thus happily 
efta^d returned to Jerufalem; and, in the way, was 

e by the prophet Jehu, who reproved him in the fe- 
verett terms, for entering into a confederacy with the im¬ 
pious king of Ifrae ; and the king, become fenfiblc of his 
error by his late danger, endeavoured to retrieve it by a 
more arduous application to every thing that related ei¬ 
ther to religion, or the good of his kingdom. With this 
view, he made a progrefs through a great part of it, dili¬ 
gently examined how the priefts indrafted the people j 
how the judges and magiftrates adminiftered juftice ; and 
every where exhorted them to their duty, with a zeal 
worthy of fo good a prince p . 

In the mean time, Ahaziah, who had fucteeded his 
father Ahab, both in his kingdom and idolatry, happened 
to fall through a grate in his dining-room, about the fe- 
cond yearof his reign, and was fo hurt by the fell, that 
his life was defpaired of. In this extremity, he fent mef- 
fengers to confult Beelzebub, the deity of Ekron, about 
his recovery ; but thefe were met by Elijah, who fent 
them back with this a durance, that, (ince he had fent to 
thfc god of Ekron, as if there had been no God in ifrael 
worth confuting, he Ihould never leave his bed, till he 
was carried to his grave. At their return, they acquainted 
the king, that they had met a prophet, who fent them 
back with a fentence of death from the Lord J and, upon 
their deferibing him, that he was a hairy man, girt with 
a leathern girdle, he knew him to be Elijah, and diedfoon 
after, according to his prophecy ’. During his (hort reign, 
the Moabites, who had been tributaries to Ifrael ever fiace 
Jeroboam’s defection, rebelled againft him •, wherefore, 
when his brother Jehoram came to the crowns he fent to 
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who, made no Jennie, 
jpfln fum,sis occafiop, to go in perfon, and help to reduce 
It^vas wejl for Jehoiam, that he had fo good a 
With tom ) for, when the array was ready to perilh 
wrtb thirft, Eliflia, at his requeft, obtained a miraculous 
'Wf 0* water, which at once refreihed the confederate 
-atfity, and, by the red reflexion it occafioned at fun- 
rifing, fo tewitaed the Midianitiih hoft, that Iftael sained 
a complete victory. 6 

At length, towards the latter end of his reign, Jehofha- 
phatfaw his kingdom invaded by the Ammonites and 
Moabites, with a mixed multitude of other nations, who 

P ° U I e j , lth fu 5 b ve!oc, ty> that they had already ad- 
vanced as far as Hazazon-Tamar, or Engedi, that is 
within thirty-fix miles of his capital, before he knew any 
thing of their approach. In this emergency he had re- 
*?'God proclaimed a general fait, and went at 
the head of the people, who were affembled at Terufa- 
lem upon that occafion, to the temple; where, having 
implored the divine allHlance, in a humble and pathetic 

a a“, fW Tn b y* the Fophet Jahazicl, that 
God would fpeedily deliver him from thofe invaders in 
luch an extraordinary manner, that he Ihould have no¬ 
thing to do but feize upon their fpoil. Accordingly, next 
morning, the king went out againit them with a fmall 
army, whom he ftill^ encouraged, as they marched, to 
rely wholly upon God. Accordingly, their enemies were 
feized with a kind of panic phrenzy, ilaugbtering one an¬ 
other with great fury, till they were all cut off. The 

SKlC* f ™ nd amo L n fl * he being more than 

Wd ? arry ’, the 7 onl y chofc the richeft, 
rf h t c y w f e thrce gathering. On the fourth,' 

JSi V ,1!■ a convenient valley, to retiyrn thanks to 

iSEFjfcvHn Vl ^V> £rom ‘bat day the place was 
called the V%Uey of Berakah, or hlefmg. The army, in 
their istura tp jerufalem, marched to the found of mu- 
J«s*l inltruments, accompanied with canticles fune by 
Uvates; foon after which event, Jchoihaphat ended his 
W*«n peace * (K). 
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idolatry and wickedrrefs. They were both governed by '^'n- 
kmgs of the fame name. Jehoram, king of Judah, «u 
influenced by hts wife Athiliah, the impious daughter of 
Ah* ; and Jehoram, king of Ifrael, was directed by his 
mother Jezebei: this proceeded in all die abominations 
of bis fathers and that, introduced them into his own 
kingdom, after they had been abolifhed by his two prede- 
eeflors 5 both bringing down the heaviefl judgments from 
heaven j the one, by forfaking the .ways of his pious fa¬ 
ther j and the other, by continuing in thofe of his impioua 
parent. 

Jehafhaphat had left a numerous iffue, and diftributed 
hiB fons in feveral cities of Judah, under proper tutors, 
with'appointments fuitable to their rank; but he was 
fcarce cold in his grave, before his impious fon fignalised 
the beginning of his reign with the maflacre of thefti, and 
of all the nobles of his kingdom, who either dared to op- 
pofe, or diflike his cruelty*. After this barbarous pre¬ 
lude, being wholly influenced by his queen, he gave bim- 
felf up to idolatry; and eftablifhed the worfhip of Baal, 
through the kingdom, as well as in the metropolis, in 
imitation of his father-in-taw. For thefe crimes he was 
Severely reproved in a letter by Elijah, a little before that 
prophet’s affumption * ; wherem wa 6 foretold, among many 
other evils, the almoft total Extirpation of his poflerity, 
and the king?* own death by an incurable diieafc in his 
bowels 6 .- , 

The firft token of the divine diQdesfine which he felt, EAm't fe 
was the revolt of the Edomites, who refilled to pay him ••Irrvti 
he (dual tribute. Jehorafli went out agtinft diem, and &* m V r * 
iefeated them ; but they foon recovered ftrength enough 
o (hake off the yoke, and to fet up a king of their own; 
bus verifying Ifiac’S prophecy, that Efau’s pofterity 
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flmwld in time fhake off the yoke of Jacob. At the fame 
titne, Libnah, belonging to the priefts, in the tribe erf 
Judah, and upon the frontier* of Idumsea, revolted from 
Jehoram: nut thefc revolts were only the preludes of the 
judgments that were to fall upon him. His kingdom was 
prefcntly after invaded by the Pbiliftines and Arabians, 
who penetrated even to Jent&km, and carried off all the 
riches of that metropolis, together with Jehoram’s wives, 
and all his fons, except only Jehoahaz, who was the 
yonngeft, and fucceedcd him on the throne. Jehoram 
was foon after feized with an incurable difeafc in his 
belly, probably a bloody-flux, which lafted two years, and 
weakened him to fuch a degree, that his bowels came 
out, and he died with extremity of pain (N). 

Whilft Judah groaned under thele difafters, Elifha was 
working wonders for Iftael. He performed a miraculous 
cure 'upon Naaman, a famous general of the king of 
Syria, and difeovered all the fecret defigns of that prince 
to the king of Ifrael ■, thus preventing the Syrians, for 
iome time, from fucceeding in their attempts againlt him. 
Bat at length Benhadad advanced, not by ambulheB and 
ftratageras, as formerly, but with a numerous hoft ; and 
befieged Samaria fo clofe, that it began to labour under a 
very fevere famine j infomuch that an afs’s head was fold 
for fourfeore pieces of Giver, and a fmall meafuie of 
pujie (O) for five. How long this fiege had lafted, is not 

eafy 


(N) He reigned eight years, ufe for it, aa might anfwcr this 
four with hit father Jeftotha- exccffive price, that a mea- 

a anfl the cither four by fure, which held hut fix eggs. 
If: h« tfifcafc having ftfould fell for above eleven 
rend ered him incapable of gt^r Ihillingv. It were endlefB to 
wwng Ins kingdom, he was mention all their various con- 


obligcd to make hia fan Jehoa¬ 
haz, otherwife caUed Ahaziab, 
viceroy, who fucceedcd him 
about a year after, and in the 
twelfth of khbram king of If-, 
rael (i). 

(©) At moft tranflations 
lia^e rendered the word 
jonim by dang, thty have 
given commentators a vaft deal 
Optreuble to ‘find out fuch an 
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jeftures: we have therefore 
followed the learned Bocbart’s 
vcriioB, who proves, that the 

nifies a kinf of peas, mmmon 
in all thofe countries, which 
the Jews in particular ufed to 
parch over the fine for food. 

Ai to what we read farther, 
that an aft’s head was fold for 
upwards of nine pound* of our 
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eafy toguefs; but what might increafc this grievous fa- 
mine, was, that it begun Come years before in the land 

Ehft? ’ Wh ° ion{ * w «. fent His kind 

boftels the Shunamite, of whom we (ball have occafion to 
fpeak hereafter, out of the kingdom, to feek for food 

»t fr ^ W j ,ilft he himfclf tarried in the 
eohege of the prophets, and now and then afforded them 

thlTcitv^B M? P t ‘ 11 k the Sjrrian arm 7 forced him into 
r = B J r‘ S ™ e ! he e *tr«nity to which Samaria A,r,M 
was reduced, feemed cither to have obliterated all the /s»w. 
former fervices of that prophet in the mind of the king, 
or, more probably, to have rendered him fufpefted of be- 
mg gained over to the Syrian intereft, finer he furred 
the city to labour under thefe difficulties, without inter, 
pofing his miraculous power, as upon other occafions. 

His fufpicion at length broke out with unufual fury, up on 
the following dreadful occafion: the king was taking a 
melancholy turn round the walls of the city, when a wo¬ 
man came to him, and begged for juftice againft another, 
whom fhe had admitted to eat a fhare of her child, upon 
condition that, when they had made an end of him, the 
other’s fliould be likewife killed and dreffed tofupply their 
common want ;.butnow the fecond refufed to fulfil her pro- 
mife, and had concealed her infant in order to prclerve 
its life. Such a (hocking tale, accompanied with all the 
marks of defpair, could not hut fill the diftreffed monarch 
with the utmoft horror; he rent hisdoaths; difclofcd his 
flefh covered with fackcloth ; and, fwearing that Eliffia’s 
head fliould pay for the diftrefe of the people, fent im¬ 
mediately an officer to take it off. Eliflia, aware of his 
defign, was complaining of the king’s cruelty to the el¬ 
ders of Ifrael, who were at his houle, juft as the meffen- 
ger of death entered. However, the prophet found 
means to -detain him at the door, till the king himfelf ap¬ 
peared. After the prophet had reprefented to him the in- 
juftice of piuulhing an innocent perfon, for a calamity 
which was fent from above, he defired him to have but 
patience till next day, by which time there would be fuch 
a fupply of provifion in Samaria, that a bulhel of fine 
flour fliould «e fold for a fliekel of Giver, and the reft in 
proportion. 


money, though it was an un¬ 
clean creature, and forbidden 
by the law of Mofes; we muff 
attribute the caring of it at 


that time, to their extreme 
want of provifion, which, ia 
all fuch calcs, may be allowed 
eq difpcnfc with law. 
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night forae leper#, who lodgedon foeoutlfde of the gati 
atmoft jterifhing with hunger, refold, whatever migl 
befal them, to go into the Syrian camp, in hopes to fin 

death than foat of ffcarvtng. They entered rt without hefi 
tetion, and were'furprifed to find the terns ft]I of provi 
lions and baggage, but empty of foldiers. As {Jon a 
they had fatisfied their- hunger with what they found a 
hand, they returned and communicated the news to thi 
tamiihed Samaritans. The Sting, it firft, ftfoedled it tr 
be a ftratagem of the Syrians, contrived to inticc him ou 
of the city } hut, upon his fending a party to examint 
^ r ||’ er fl ? W!,tte, » he found, that the enemy had 

really fled with the utmoft precipitation, and left theii 
teats, horfes, and baggage. On the preceding night it 
fegms the Lord had excited an extraordinary noife of 

lY'i't’ h ° rfe !’ J an ‘ , . armo « r » ^ich made them conclude, 
that Jchoram had hired foe kings of Egypt, and other 
neighbouring natiohs* to come to his affiftaned. This 
fupjMjfitioa fpread fuch an unirerfal panic through the 
whole camp, that theyfod not fo much as ftay to mount 
their horfes, bur fled in the ntmoft eOnfufion ; leaving, 
befifoM an immcnfe variety of rich plunder, foch a quan- 
«ty of provifions, that a -meaftre Of fine flour was fold 
for alheket, and the rOft in proportion, at the gate ofSa- 
mana, according to the wOtri of Elifha. A, foe fame 

^ b4d »tmtured to declare agaihft 
the poffihility of ftch an unexpected plenty, and bad 
been anfwered by the prophet that he fhould fee irwifo- 
out taftmg of it, being appointed by the king to ftand at 

t£ifSS-2SR *? Sf** 

Soon after this unexpeOed deliverance, -foe prophet, 
whether out of difcontent. or by divine imfeulfr. 'took 



his fervant Gehaai} who, 

“li , ^J®- accou “ t of ha mfi^ fon child df i&> Shuna- 

P K e » fimdfog hpr at^ her fa- 
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mily tofeck their bread «t of the kingdom, during the 
fevenyeanroffomme. He had fcarce^ade a„ cnY of 
the ftory, when the woman berfelf came, in a foctv 

fiV “ W? th t kin « f °' her <**», which had been 
confifcated dtmng her abfence, and gave Gehazi, who 

prefemly called her to njind, an opportunity of being 
both her evidence and advocate. So many favourable"® 
cumftances could not but render her fuit fuccefsful; but 
die king even granted her more than the afleed i and or- 
dered, that Ihe fhould have not only her land, but like- 
wife the feven years income of it refunded'. 

By this time Hazael having murdered Benhadad, and 
invaded his throne, according to the word of EJifha, Je- 
horam, who was then at peace with the king of Judah, 
thought it a favourable juncture to try his fortune 
againft Ramoth-Gilead, which his father had attempted 
in vam. He fent at the fame time to Ahaziah, who had 
fucceeded his father in Judah, and invited him to accom- ; 
pany him in that enterprize. Ahaziah, who was then i 
but twenty-two years of age (P), being the youngeft of all ' 

brethren, who bad been carried away captive in his ‘ 
father’s days, was wholly conduced by his mother Atha- 
liab, and by fuch counfellors as Ihe pleafcd to appoint. 
And, as he followed all the impious ways of his father, 
he made no difficulty to enter into a confederacy wtw the 
king of Ifrael. This expedition feemed at firft more foc- 
cefsfui than the former; but, in the event, it proved the 
fatal fource of endlefs misfortunes to Ifrael, by giving 
Hazael an occaiion of exercifing all thofe cruelties which 
had been foretold by Eliffia. Neither did it prove left 
fatal to Jehoram; the city was indeed taken, but he him- 
felf was fo defperately wounded in the attack, that he j 
was forced to return to Jezreel to be cured ; leaving Jehu i 
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to,Ramoth, where he ordered him to anoint Jehu king of 
Ifrael privately; and to tell him, that he was appointed 


1 a Kings, nii. 5 , & feq. See U/her. Ann, fob A. M. ;i». 

(P) The book of the Chro- yean not of hii age, but of the 
nides makes him begin his time Which had elanfed from 
reign in. the forty-fecond year Omri’t coming to the crown, 
of Usage; but that tsattmesd to the reign of AhHziah, as 
to be an error, unkfe we will TremeUius does, which amount 
underhand thofe forty-two jdft to thatnumber. 

Ff 3 *T 





m s 


7hi king] 
<tf Judah 
mi l/rtul 
Htiti bj 

Um, 


the Jm's 

by God to execute his vengeance againft the whole race 
of Ahab, even to the impious-Jezebel, whofe carcafe 
fhould fltortly be devoured by dogs, whilft all the reft of 
hh family were condemned to pcriOi by his fword. The 
prophet had no fooner executed his commiffion, and 
pouted the oil upon his head, than he fled out of the 
tent with all fpeed, to avoid farther examination. When 
Jehu came forth, his officers afked what bufinrfs that 
mad man had with him; and, as foon as he had ac¬ 
quainted. them with the fecret, they all paid their homage 
to him, and proclaimed him king of Ifrael by found of 
the trumpet. But Jehu did not think proper to difclofe 
his defign, till he had reached Jezreel, and furprifed the 
wounded king before he could be in a condition to op- 
pofe him. Thither he rode with all fpeed, at the head of 
his .men; and when he came within fight of the place, the 
watch acquainted the court with the arrival of the infur- 
gents. The frightened king fent two meflengcrs fuccef- 
iively, to enquire whether or not they came peaceably. 
But Jehu ordered them both to turn behind his chariot. 
The ccntinel having informed the king of this circum- 
ftance, he communicated it to the king of Judah, who 
was come to vifit him i and thefe two monarchs went 
wjdk their guard againft Jehu, who by that time was 
kfiPra from the furious velocity with which his chariot 
was driven. The place where they met was the vine¬ 
yard, for which Naboth had loft his life; and here Jeho- 
ram alked him, whether he came peaceably j but Jehu 
foon gave him proof of the contrary, by upbraiding him 
with nis and bis mother Jezebel’s murders and idolatries, 
'and by putting himfelf in a pofture of offence. The 
frighted monarch cried out in Vain to Ahaziah, that they 
were betrayed: before he could turn his chariot about to 
avoid his enemy, Jehu pierced his heart with an arrow, 
and ordered one of his captains to jcaft his body into Na¬ 
both’s field, tfierc to be devoured, according to the word 
of Elijah. At the fame time the king of Judah, terrified 
at the tragedy, endeavoured to avoid lharing bis brother’s 
fate, by flying through, the private road that led to the 
garden-houfe j but John ordered a detachment to purfue 
him, bv which being overtaken at the afeeut of Gur, he 
received divers mortal wounds, of which he died as foon 
as he had reached the city of Mcgiddo. Thence he was 
carried to jerufalem, and buried with his anccftors; hav¬ 
ing reigned one year, and tearing only one fon, a child, 

'■ .'**..'■ who 



to the Babykmfh Captivity, 

who afterwards fuccecded him, when he wai »« but 
feven years of age. 7 1 

Wlulfl: Jehu’s troops went in purfuit of Ahaziah, Jehu 
himfelf marched diredly towards the royal palace of Jez- 
rce!, where Jezebel, the queen-mother, by that time in. 


n luch a 
• prefent 
i would 


uaumiunces; out the hoped, perhaps, that he would 
fltew fome regard, if not to her quality, at lead to her fex 4 
perhaps alfo Ihe thought thatlhe had ftill charms enough, 
in !f Ite , of h n er yew*. *0 eaptirate the new monarch, cfpe- 
cially after the had improved them by art, and with the 
ncheft ornaments. She was looking out of a window 
when Jehu entered the palace, and, in a haughty tone, 
a Ik c d aim, whether he expected a milder recompence of 
his rebellion, than his predecefior Zitsn had formerly 
received ? Jehu ftaid not to give her an anfwer ; but ob» 
ferving fome eunuchs Handing on each Gde, he com¬ 
manded them to throw her out of the window. They 
forthwith obeyed his order; fome of her blood was 
dalhed againft the wall, her body trampled to death by the y m M 
horfes that were in his retinue, and afterwards devoured H M , 
by dogs. 

The prophet’s fentence was not yet fulfilled: the 
whole race of Ahab was included in the prediction, and 
he had left feventy fons, who were all brought up under 
governors in Samaria. Jehu, therefore, did not think fit 


to enter that capital, till he had tried whether the chief 
magistrates of it had courage enough to undertake any 
thing for the pollerity of their late king. To this end fee 
fent letters to diem, feemingly to exhort diem. to milp 
choice of one of the braveft of Ahab’s ions, and to let 
him upon the throne. But they, who rightly guefled at 
the meaning of .fuch a meflage, chofe rather to facrifice 
that unhappy race to Jehu’s (uccefsful valour, than to run 
the riik of turning it againft themfelves. He no fooner 
underftood their inclination, than he fent them an order 
to put all the young princes to death, and to bring their Stvmtj 
heads in belkets to him by the next day ; an order which fa> ■> 
was punctually executed. The bloody prefent being fent Ahaiunt*. 
to Jezreel that very night, Jehu ordered them to be laid 
in heaps at the gate of Samaria; and next morning the 
eiders of that city came, and prefented themfelves before 
Mm. As foon as he few them, Ire fpake to them to this 
effeft: “ In all probability you lOok upon ®c » the foie 
author of all this blootUhed, as the murderer of yoiTr late 
F f 4 king, 



king, and the ufurper of hi* throne; bat if I deitfptfed 
agamft Jehoram, did not you murder 1 ail thefc young 
princest in whofe defence you might have ftood, if you 
had thought fit ? Know' ye, therefore, that neither yon 
n<W I hare done more than executed the fentence which 
had been pronounced againft Ahab’s pofterity. But I 
hare not finiihed my talk, as long as there remains any of 
bis feinftnen, Counfeltors, priefts, or any of the abettors of 
hi6 crimes.” Accordingly, thefc were all put to- death 
before he departed from Jezroel. 

Jehu then took the road to Samaria, and in his way 
met forty-two princes of the houfe of Judah, going down 
to pay a vifit to thofc of the houfe of Ahab, all of whom 
be caufed to be flain upon the fpot. After this maffacre, 
he met with Jehonadab, the fon of Rechab (S), and carried 
him in his chariot to Samaria, that he might be an eye- 
witnefa of his zeal againft the impious worfhippers of 
Baaf. 

When he arrived at that capital, he caufed a folemn 
feaft to be proclaimed, pretending great zeal- for that 
deity i and ordered all its priefts, prophets, and votaries 
to be prefent at-it, on pain of death. As foon as they 
were affembled in' fuch numbers as filled the temple, he 
commanded a body of troops to fuih in, and put them all 
to the fword, in the tnidft of their worihip. After this 
flaughter, he buried all the idols and ornaments; and the 
building being demotifhed, the place became a common 
^umpU “de- i akM - Bw his metropolis Was not the only place in which 
Jirytd, temples and altars had been raifed to Baal; theinfetftion 
hd fprttad itfelf throughout rise kingdom, which he now 
iftlA-d o# this fpecies of idolatry. God being well 
pteafed’with his zeal, fent a prophet to allure him, that 
the kirtgdom of Iftyel fttould remain in his pofterity till 
the ftritrth generation. Happy would it have been for 
Yr. of FI, hlnfj if this prOmrfe had encouraged him tD extirpate 
ltkewife the worfltip of the golden cahes of Dan and 
r- Beth-Ohvbut he followed J<-. ft* ' m’s politics as long as he 
*’ lived. For this reafod, God refofred to cut Ifrael fliort, 

,fS> ? n»e $ech*bitei were a tents, They* obtained from 
fet of reiigiomta, who, diftha- < wine, Kjcdted all woddly pof. 
Shifted tlaemfidves by aufte- deffiom, usd would , not even 
nty«f nwoMH}.*; Th<gr would employ tkerafclves in any kind 
■ft* dwell, ip Jtji^mor .even,, pf%nsi»ltMfO<»r)> 
m houfet, tap. rejourned w 

(OjWefc, start!,«,?. 
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even from the beginning of h is reign; fo that Hazael 
prevailed againftthem, and took a great number of towas 
from the two tribes and a half on the other fide of Jor- 
dan, befides fome other frontier towns on this fide ; and 
ravaged all the places he came to, putting all the inhabit¬ 
ants to the fword in the moil inhuman manner, aa we 
have feen in the Syrian hiftory. Jehu dying in the 
twenty-eighth year of his reign, was buried in Samaria, 
and fucceeded by his fon Jehoahaz *. 

Whilft Jehu was thus laudably employed in abolilhing 
the worlhip of Baal in Ifrael, the impious Athaliah tried 
her utmoil endeavours to extirpate that of the living God, 
and even the remembrance of it, out of Judah. The 
death of her fon Ahaziab, and of forty-two princes of his 
hotrie, followed by that of Jezebel, effected by a perfon 
newly railed to the throne of Ifrael in confequence of the 
divine command, filled her with fuch abhorrence both of 
the race and the God of David, that ihe refolved not to 
(heath her fword, until Ihe had totally extirpated the on& 
and invalidated all the promifcs of the other- But whim 
(he was wreaking her fury againft the fad remains of the 
boufe of Judah, Providence conduftcd thither Jehofhcba, 
the daughter of the late king Joram, married to the high- 
pried Jehoiada 1 *; This pious princefs found means to 
Cave young Joafh, her brother Ahaziah’s fon, who was 
then out a .year old, from Athaliah's fword, and to con¬ 
vey him and his nurfc out of the palace, unperceived by 
that cruel queen. This infant prince was conveyed into 
the temple, where he was brought up under Jehoiada’t 
care, and kept with the utmoft privacy till he was feven 
years old. During this interval, Athaliah tyrannized 
over Judah without controul, filling Jerufotem with 
blood, and deft toying the fervants of the true God, that 
(he might more effectually eftabltflt the worlhip of Baal 
through the kingdom. By this time her murders and im¬ 
pieties were grown to fuch .a height, that Jehoiada law 
bimfelf forced to put ■ a ftop to them, by producing the 
only remains of David’s race, at once to convince the peo¬ 
ple, that God was (kill mindful of bis promife to that holy 
monarch, by miroculouSyWfferving ban from the cpm- 
mon ruin. This high-prteft fmauly conveyed «»*»« 
temple fome of the ridefs and riders of Judah, upon whofc 
fidelity he could depend. Havingbonnd them under the 
(Irtaeft oaths of fcctecy, he pre&nisri thew yotwg mo- 
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Yr. of FI. Mfthi told them by what means he had been laved t 
AnteChr. *®d exhorted them:to Hand now, if ever, in the defence 
»7*. their true foveretgn, of their religion and liberty. The 
— . chien received theie tidings of their preferved king with 

canal tov and! rumn'Y# Tn __j- . _ r 


forces without, whilft he ltrengthened himfelf in the 
temple, by retaining and arming all the priefts, Levites, 
and Nethinims. All thefe fteps were taken with fueh 
fecrecy and difpatch, that the temple was foon filled with 
armed men, to whom Jehoiada appointed their feveral 
potfs i by which time the generals without had raifed a 
Sufficient number of troops, ready to fecond them upon 
the firft fignal. On the day appointed, the young mo. 
narch was brought out, and conduced into the prieft's 
mitrtum- P° rch » attended with a numerons train of armed Levites. 
, 4 . a here being anointed and crowned by the high-prieft, who 

likewife adminiftered to him the ulual oath upon the ti¬ 
ered volumes, he wa feated upon a throne, where he re¬ 
ceived the homage and loud acclamations of the people; 
and that facred place echoed with the found of "Lone 
live king Joalh f” w 6 

Athaliah, alarmed at this noife, ruih«d into the porch, 
where feeing the young ting enthroned, and furrounded 
by fucb a number of armed men, Ihe tent her garments, 
exclaiming " Treafon I” Jehoiada, fearing left his zealous 
Levites IhouU pollute that facred place with her blood, 
dthaRah it ordered her to be hurried out of it, and put to death. 

Then the king was conduced from the temple to the 
royal palace, and the news of this happy change was 

AffirlflinYfij . fhmunkmif r TI_L* L . ■ r\ 


took hold of. this happy juna«rc of the public joy, to 
root out once more the worfbip of Baal. They began 

With tlv ffwmli* nf tko* l.rl/vl _ C _!c:_ 1 1 fV . 


unut tbey had likewife defer© ycd all the, other temples, 
altoi s, and monuments of toat idolatrous worfliip, which 
Athaliah and. her predet sStrs had reared up, both in Jc- 
rufalem aad Judah. Jehoiada likewife employed his in¬ 
fluence in making a new reformation at court, and in the 
jsawMu 1 pf naming thole who bad Slowed the greateft 
an ^ zea ^ m the bite revolution, to the higheft 
**fes in the government} and bjr reitoring that regularity 


in the divine fervice, which had been interrupted during 
the reigns of fo many impious monarchs. He in parti¬ 
cular prohibited 'all ftrangers, and idolatrous apoftates, 
from entering the temple of God; and appointed porter® 
at the gates, to prevent all unclean perfons, of what kind 
foever, from being admitted'. 

Joaflt, who was proclaimed king in the feventh year y„*. . 
of his age, continued to teftify his grateful fenfe of the fttifUi 
Divine Providence, by his uncommon zeal for the wor- *««£ 

(hip of God, during the life of the high-prieft. One of 
his firft cares, after he was come to age, was to repair 
the dilapidations which had been made in the temple. 

To this end he ordered the priefts and Levites to make 
their yearly circuits through all the cities of Judah, and 
to raife voluntary contributions among the people, befides 
the poll and redemption-money, to be employed in finiih- 
ing thofe repairs. But the priefts, who looked upon the 
latter as part of their own revenues, executed his orders 
with fuch reluflance, that he was forced to dlfcharge 
them at once, and to commit the whole care qf the mo¬ 
ney and repairs to the high-prieft, and other proper 
offiflks. But Joafh’s zeal did not long furvive Jehoi- 
adaTlife. That good old prieft died in the hundred and 
thirtieth year oihFs age. In honour of his faithful count'd, Yr _ 
and lignal fervices to the king and nation, he was buried r ', 

In the royal fepulchre of Jcrufalem *, and with him feemed Ante Chr. 
to expire the remembrance of all that he had done. Soon Ije. 
after his death, the bafe princes of Judah, tired with dif- 1 

fpmbling a zeal for God, which that pontiff’s authority 
had only forced them to profefs, came and proftrated 
themfelves before the king, defiring that they might have 
leave to return to their eld way of worftrip, which they 
had' been ufed to i a former reigns. The king, pleafed, r»^ «sd 
perhaps, with their uncommon fubmiffion, having readily 
granted their re<|ue(t, they immediately forfook the teitt- ^ 
pie and worihip of God, and fet up new altars to thofe 
filthy idols, which they had formerly been ufed to worihip 
in their groves with the moft abominable ceremonies. 

This ungrateful apoftaev, after fo fignal a deliverance, 
was not, however, punilhed, till they had been often 
forewarned, by feveral prophets, of the naiferies which 
ft would bring upon them(YJ. But when they proved 
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*? "tode atetribkilaughtcr among thole Jewifti princes 
W bim&tf f *• ** “Mb®™ of that difeai„n. F The 

ihte W "° 1 . <>tbcr wa F t0 el «pe ftaring their 

_ n 1 . b y ftnpping the temple, and Iris ewt* palace, of 
hH^eurtreafurc, and giving it as a ranfom to the Syrian 

left Jerulalem, and re- 
K * Dalnafc “ S ‘- *»** however, did notefcape 

&i"diS ?C *K ?: r thDUgh hC then h'houred unde?*, 
i ^afemnteeonfpired againft him, and 
murdered h.m m has bed, in the fortieth year of his 
retmi, then crowned fus Can Amaaiah in his ftead (Y) 

' - ff ^T Ma k ^ Cde< r ia lhc tw enty-fifth year of his 
3P> bj which time Jehoahas, the fan of Jehu, havine 
finned (eventeen year, in Ifrael, had left the kingdom to 
his fon Joafli. During this period nothing confderabje 
m Jh* 1 kingdom, except that theirjdola- 
^es had atforapofed them to the cruel oppteiMRof 
d»e king of Syria, till Jehoahaz’s rep«n#nce P »nd prayer 
obtained a kind of miraculous deliverance. Wbat^ han 
pened during bis fon’s reiga wp fcall fee in its proper 
^*ce. In the mean 0me the young king of Judah caufed 
raaderers of hisfwher to be put to death ; but the 

thf kl r If 8 M h ? t fp ? red * h ? r ehildre »» according to 

WeTad/niS?*' fl^ MUh T ad * indwd > ken a«* 
lever* judgments Hi&aed upon Joafli, his father, and 

p|De|s,^ipim & Chn>n.*xir, pas ■ Deut. xxiv if 
foo and fucceflbr of the late ~ 

Jehojada; but his' zeal coll 
pira his Iifo, The impious 
tins caufed him w he floned 
»death in the very court of 
rite temple, without regard 
either to the place, or hsscha. 

*e**j as « prophet and high. 

orto the gnpr femce* 

M hi* father, o whom he ow* 

<4 both his life and kingdom, 

foW* M he was dying, '(hat 
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foot, fulfilled. 

. (?) Joaft' Was, by this time, 
winch abhorrence forth* mnr- 
der of the high prieft, rharhe 
was even deprived of the royal 
%uteh«*l for, though' he 
“* huned iu the city of D*- 
1. yet the text fays, that 
,—did pot depofit his body 
W foe fogufchre of hisancef- 
*"*ts bufrin feme place apart. 
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his apellate chiefs, -as forfome time, afraid ao 

imitate them; though heforgot them «at too foots, and, 

Hke Jdalh, havinghegun Ma netgn piouSy-mid fucoetynVy, 
his endwas as lmpmus and tragical, Hw fignal fneetft , ... 
a^afaft the Edomites, promifed tphHp by 'God htmfelf, fmtt/i , 
did bat too much fwell At heart • of that yo*o* monarch. 

He had an army of three hundred thonfand fitting men, 
and hired a hundred thoufand morewf the king- of Iftwel, 
when he was going upoln that expedition; but was tit 
length prevailed tipon, by a prophet, to difmifs ahefe lad, 
not without great refentment and animofity on their fide, 
of Which they failed not to give an ample proof, by burn-' 
ing and ravaging all the countries through winch they 
pafled in their return home. This outrage broke at once 
all friendlhip between thofe two monarch*, and prov e d 
the fourcc of a bloody war. Happy had it been for A- 
maziah if this had been all; but that infatuated prince, 
after his viftory over Edom, became fo fond of the idols, iuuf«A-, 
which he had taken from them, that he caufed them to l * h 7- 
be fet up in Judah at (ils return, and went fo far ts to 


bum iricenfc before them With his own hands, and vented 
fome infolent threats to a prophet fent from God to reckon 
him%om his idolatry. 

Amaziah ha% indeed; capfe to re fent the ravages 
which the dilbahded Writelitcs had committed in his king* 
dom, during his expedition againit Edom; and, had he 
been Iefs elated with his foccds, might have taken mere 
proper me^fures for doing hinifelf juftice. On the Other 
hand, Joalh had no left reafon to trull to his own valour. 
Soon after his acceffion to the crown, he had been pay¬ 
ing a tnourafulvifit to dm prophet Eiilha, who was then 
lying on his death'bed. He rejwefented to that holy per- 
fon the melancholy ftate in wbidh he was going to ; leave 
the kingdom; which had already fudered me greateft 


calamities from the tings of Syria, during the 
ttigm 1 and the prophet had prophefied to him, thaHlfe 



thofe vr&onci wjucfc fee gained vytt ife* Symoyand Mf 
iecdven#g ail the place* which Jthey had taken fro q»h ** 
prcdeceSbniZ), txMtld not forbear expretfing the MlUUt 
,f •. - 
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omtemptof Am^ziah’s defiance. The anfwer he returned 
■W couched in the, mon fcomfol and mortifying terms 
«*ufertbe.alicgary of a delpicable thiftle, which, haring 
* f P‘ fed to^n alliance with the noble cedar, had, for his 
ambition, been crulfeed under the feet of a wild bead; 
hb concluded with advifing him to reft contented with 
Ms h«te P«tty viSories, and not fuffer his ambition 
to drive bun into a defp^rate attempt, which would end, 
m all livelihoods in the total loft of his kingdom- A- 
inaziah. was only the more exaiperated at this anfwer. 
h Attend He immediately took the field againft this rival, and 
h the two armies met in the neighbourhood of Beth- 

tfljratL feemefli, where Jstdah was totally routed. Jofephus adds, 
that the? were feized with fitch a panic, at the very firft 
onfet, that they turned their backs without ftrikiog onei 
ftrokc, and left their king at the mercy of the conqueror r . 
tZZ'lru Ama “^ was ^ken prifoner, and toafh marched 

f M er. on ®‘th h«m, and his own army, to Jcrufklcm, where he 
obliged his captive to buy his freedom, at the expence of 
all the gold and filyer which were found, either in the 
temple or in. his own treafury. Then he demolifticd about 
four hundred cubits of the city wall, and, having taken 
feme hoftages, returned to Samaria. He did not outlive 
this vi£fory aboye one year*, and was Jucceeded by his 
fon Jeroboam, the fecond of that name, after he had 
reigned iixteen years. As for Amaziah, though he out¬ 
lived his. diferacc about fifteen years, yet we read no more 
of him till the Utter end of his reign, when, having dif- 

* Ant. lib. is. cap, to. 


going to bury a cotpfe in the 
neighbourhood of Samaria, per- 
eeifed ; a band of Moabites 
coming towards them, for fear 
of wham they raft the dead 
Elribo’s tomb, wad 
J*d i bat.w (bon as h had' 
mushed die hopes of the dead 
prophet,, the mad revived, abd 
^h*»eE- 

' M SSfc«a%'feyi ths^w^r/ 
tmtvfiUed with the fpirir of 
mjfki mkm he lfeed, he 
Over-awed by any 
r could Say bring 


him into fobjedion ,* no word 
could overcome himj and, 
after hisdeath, he propfaefied, 
toe." 

Some authors, however, not 
"■lent with the miracles be 
wrought during his life, 
and after hi, death, have af- 
“rmed that, at his fchtb, one 
of die gsklett calves nrooooac- 
ed thefe words, with fuch a 
loud voice, feat it was heard 
item 'Gikml #o Jerulalem: 
“ This title that it to cViroy 
fee carved idols, and break' 
the makes images in pieces.” 

covered 
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covered a coafpiracy that was formed againft him at Ip. 
rufalem, he was forced to few to Lacbifh, when: he was 
purfoed and murdered by the confpirators, , Hisbodywa* 
carried back to Jerufalem, and buried with fck'aacefton ; 
and his fon Azariah proclaimed in his dead ■. 

Whilft Amaziah fpent the remnant of his reign in a hind Tr. of FI. 
of inaftive fecurity in Jerufalem, Jeroboam Jf the brave - •IM* 
great-grandfon of Jehu, feemed ordained by Providence « 
to reftore the kingdom of Ifrael to its priftine fpleodor; Hi, *’ 
reign, which lafted forty-one years, befides thofe ten which Jtntmm 
he had governed in conjunction .with his father, gave iL *«f V 
him time more than fufficient to perform that noble w ork, 
to which he was encouraged by the prophet Jonah, the 
fon of Amittai (A), and Hofea the Ion of Beeri, who 
were contemporaries with him, and foretold, thatlie thould 
complete the deliverance of Ifrael, which his father had 
begun, notwithftanding bis cleaving to rite idolatries of his 
predeceffora. Accordingly, he took the Syrian capital, 
Damafcus, and Hamath, with all their territories} both 
which had formerly belonged to Judah, and all tbe country 
on the other fide Jordan, from Hamath to the iea of the 


plain, or the Dead Sea. The particulars of all tbefe ac¬ 
tions are unknown to us, having been written in the an* 
nals of the kings of Ifrael, long time loft. He died in y r , 0 f pj. 
the forty-firft year of his reign was buried with his an- ■ j6«. 
ceftors in Samaria, and fucceeded by bis fon Zcchsriah \ Ante Cbr. 
Jeroboam’s reign was glorious, with refpedl to bia con- 7>4 * 
quells-, but it Hands branded for various idolatries, and ~ 
for the injuftice, luxury, rapine, and other immoralities 
which reigned at that time: infomuch that the prophets 
Holes and Amos, who lived in his days, give us a very 
dreadful account of the diforders and debauchery whicn 
were committed both in Samaria and in Ifrael, for they 
were fent to foretel the total ruin which the fins of their 
inhabitants would (hortly bring upon the whole kingdom. 

Amos, in particular, went from Judah, where be was a 
common inepherd, to denounce the molt fevere 
merits agairift Ifrael, even to its total difperfiofl. Thew 
judgments he foretold, under the types of graihoppers, 
which deftroyed all the fruit qf the land; of a devouring 

* a King* xi*. pa dim. to ver. ai. * Ohroo. axv. per tot. 

• a King* xiv ver. alt £ \ 

IA) This iothe lame Jonah, feut to preach itpentaaco to 
or Jonas, W he is called hi the the Ninerite*. 

OofpeL who wu afremrds . 

fire; 





• il'- ijS jT r-r-’—vJiMi tttrf tottcnltp-wall 
r the idk$s of ffnd under its ruins b . for 
* ocuftrf w *e k«igi l»Y Am*. 
~— ’ j-* ^tfei» KteJatn^8prieftg of Betlvd, and W him 
<QWBi n<le *torttuna into >dah. Hews forcedto4b^ 

SfrSKiSy ” e ‘® rc denounced this heavy jadrment 

yamit thc meffenger, that his -wife fliould become an open 

Md dan s htCT8 *™w 

*uJf"*^5 d hl * feif die in a polluted land, 
MTOdyjJhat of Aflytfe 5 whither the ten tnbes were feon 
?i «tt« carried away captive. 

^£^ C ^ W8fathcrJer0boS!n - Hewasthe 
AateChr. f ° far WaS G °*’* P">- 

*7». Eg&fi? aft kfngdom Arnold continue 

r ; : ,, fUS** r neratk>rt ? we may date 

ZttkrhA. th*_< town fal of Tfraei from &e refer of Zechariah. From 

^ nfl’tog but treafons and rebellions, 
WbtafdWs, anarchy(B), and oniverfal deflation: Ze- 

fa rtl « rtll8 » Wore he was 
| A}idym a ffWd by Shallum, one of his own domeftics, 
tce opsng to Jofephus* who feizedupon the kingdom, 
y!f:r? a "** f thirty days, was htmfctf murfered 
hr Meihfflem, Zechanah’e general, in the metropolis of 
r®"T*’ f 8 *“ n « thi * toftVas feated upon the throne, 

>th * *&* E P h «im, 

foftitf riy the refidence ofjcnoboaml <■ which place re - 

1 pm y ?|fe fe a11 inhabitants 
to the firord, and committed the moft horrid cruelties on 
ttreirpregmmt women that ever were perpetrated by (he 

W d' i 1 ^ lro ” revcr > he 

■ • Wl ' ; 'At#. #>,«..iap,u, ; , ,jt* Kiajj 

wtMrW 1 . rti ^j.y.i-1 

, <«* Aathfci&wp Pflw „!> 

**ra-h**. 4 »t .them ; m«A 
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. -i wp find named 
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was farced to bay hi*i friendffiip at the. prfee of a thovfaud 
talents of fiber, whieh Be levied. Upon the wcaitliieft of 
his own fubjefts, whom he obliged to pay fijfy 
per bead; Pul, thus lariated, returned homewards, and 
Menshcm. having reigned quietly the remaining eleven 
year# of Ins life, wasfuccceded by h« fon Pc kahiah, in 
the fiftieth year of Azariah, or Uizith, king of Judah', 

The kingdom of Judah all this while enjoyed profound y r . „f pi 
pea^u Azariah, whom the people had let upon the i jji 
throne, immediately after his father. Amaziah’s murder, Ante Chr, 
in the twenty-feventh year of Jeroboam U’t reign, was ll0 ' 
then but fix teen years of age, wholly directed by Zccha, " 

riah, not the prophet of that name, who-lived after their 
return from the captivity, but another, who is only known ^“”**"* 
for the great wifdom and,piety of bis eounfels to the young 
monarch. During the life of that faithful cousfcllor, 

Azariah became equally confpicuout for bis zeal again!! 
idolatry, for imitating the bed of his predeceflors, and 
for his gtea^ faccefs againft feveral of bis neighbours, 
especially the Philiftines f . He likewife fortified his own mifutufl. 
metropolis j repaired the wall of .it, which had been de¬ 
ni olifoed by the king of Ifrad j and built feveral For- 
treffea and magazines in different parts of his kingdom, 
as well as in thofe, countries which he had taken from the 
Philiftines, Arabians, and Mehunims (D). His array -^wr 
confifted of three hundred and. fcven thooftnd five hun- "*t* xsatl - 
dred men, under the command erf two expert generals, 

MaaXiah, and Hanamah, and of Jehiel, his feribe, or 
fecrctary of war,, who appointed each band their refpe&ivc 
turn of ty, according to the mufter rolls. Befidcstheft, 
he had alfo two thoufand fix hundred officers, all famous 
for their valour and experience j and a prodieiousquadtity 
of arms of all forts, which he kept in federal ftrong wore- 

.1 OS. ' \ - . i . ■ • ■ i 
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(l>) 'Thefe Mehnohns the dwek in another canton o f foe 
Chaldeepawphntft remfort./ir feme province; *od, »» both 
imMihath « thfmhknufi tf were m the fan e ncffi» aw- 
which was in that part hood of Efifpt, Ihemhe* me 
of Arabia Patras toward ©e- '.tea* adds, tk Uasiah i toe 


mafira they focm juNftk fa* vriraeft«?wi»t»» 

v- *■ j- i 

fs) Vida Sociiatt. 9M*g.hb. K. cap. »> I* Owe. Cant » 

**•** -i, a ■ cftfta 

Vwi. u. G * 


ffcr feaa 


t ,- d J«H 5 over arid above agreat num- 

JJW#* OW *^«MWe(i macfaai«.for throwmg darts, laree 
tomefy'-datfithts aiffiles, ftamhis towers arid bulwarks , 
wto<$rtod»a»,are faidto have been contrived by feme of 
his ci^ft- ongiritii*, i. Whiift be Was thus employed in 
ms mllitaryftdairs, he did not fortet-the bufinefs of acri- 
CuluiKthehad numerous herdsofeattk, and a Taft num- 
ber_of field* kndeineyardsi of hulbandroen and vine- 
dreuers : hc .buHt towers and eats, and dug wells every 
where, ,for thetonvenieneyof bisfervants Mid cattle. 
So that, whether we look upon him in peace or war, 
he teems to have attained the height of glory and af¬ 
fluence. , 

F1, /.® ot ^tbi* he unhappily loft, by his attempting to in- 
7 dhr u Pf a t he prieftly office, an/ to bum incenfe upon 

' Jeered altar: He was ftrongly oppofed by the then 
• high-pneft Azanah, at the.head of fouricore other zealous 
priefts, who reprefented to ban in saiu, that it was a pro¬ 
vince which belonged only to the fens of Aaron: The in- 
famted king would not defift, tiU. he felt hhafclf Written 
With Ieprofyin fuck a fuddsn and extraordinary minncr. 
as made him fenfible, that it was feat' front God, as a 
pumlhment for big prefumpaon- ■ The priefts, as ftwn as 
they perceived the firit fyniptoms of thatdMeafe appear in 
bis forehead, were going to-fercc,him (jut of ,the temple ; 
but Azarnh was by that time &ucfc with fuch terror and 
romoi*, that he f*ved ttem^feim ttoadde. He made what 
halte he could, apt only onto* that facred place, but even 
opt pf the city, and wait to five in a fcparate faoufe, 
w hereh e eoattaocd, infe&ed with that diftemper, feclud- 
edfawn allfooiety, arid deprived of the regal power unto 
the day of h* death; after which he was buried in a fe- 
#^«mng to that of hit anceftors'. He 
d .'™ We fifty^ccand year of his reign, and the fixty- 
« »» «T 1 ’• •»«* «• fucceeded by his fon Jotham, 
vmo ■ hadtahenthe govern meat opon him immediately 
The a,u*or Of the Chronicles 
^,thatU.z W ah ; sh 4 ary^ the fon 

ot Ai , -:w,e.j,,-bpt we bed nothing nowof t hitn in the writ- 

iag ^thtowophet, htobirSs e^T^ 

«eath, Pekabiah iucceeded 

liah, oncof fBsgenera^ win ^#rfhrorie about 


Hit dtaih. 
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Bjcarbefw jotbaialkcciecded hiafaber in ImM, Tk 

rt'fT' *" d theV,Tof hif£S 

rCI P 1 , prt>Tcd tfoublefome and uX£ 
celsful, and ended in a violent death, fotham wa* tuvn^ ~ , 
five years old when his father diedshTwTS^i fif? 
pious} inherited all his fathers virtues, withoufany of £dak. 
Pk’tf*!* . and *"»* bteffed with eitraorcUnary fue/efs, 

Petah, having concluded an alliance with Ream king of 
Syria, made ah attempt againft Judah, but was foon 

T w Ur P? an r d '* cnd his own territories againft 

Tiglath-Pdefer kmg of Affyna, who had invaded the land 
of Naphtali, taken the moft confiderable towns of it, and 
earned that whole tribe captive into his own kmedom. 

Mean white jotham gained feverai confiderable advan- 
tages againft his neighbours, efpecially againft the Am- 
monites, whom he brought under a yearly tribute of a 
hundred talents of filver, ten thoufand meanircs of wheat, 
and the fame quantity of barley *. At length, having re- 
paired and beautified the temple, fortified the city, and 
done many other public acts, Jotham died in peace, after 
he had reigned fix teen years, and was fuceeeded by his 
fan Ahaz, As for Pekah, after he had had the mortifica- Yr. of FI, 
tion to fee one*whole tribe torn from him by a foreigri i 6 oj. 
power, and his kingdom, during the laft ten years of his A#,e ‘-br, 
reign, reduced to a ftate of anarchy and rebellion, he was 7i> ' 
murdered, and fucoceded by Hofliea the fan of Elah, in ' 
the twentieth year of - his reign and about three years 
after Jothamta death. • 

He was mote fuccdsfid, however, during thofe three 
laft years againft Ahaz, Jotham’s unworthy foo, whofe 
impieties made his reign as unfortunate and inglorious, 
as that of his father had been glorious and fucoefsful. 

He was fcarce Anted on the throne, before his kingdom 
was invaded■‘by rite Joint forces of the kings of Ifrael and * 

Syria. Ahaa was under the utmoft confternation, when Mt’iiJ*. 
he received intelligence that tww fuch powerful enemies 
were akwoMiw aaainA him $ saf ftMis to have stsedsd 
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nothing kefs than the total diCohXhm of the 
narchy | when Ifaiah, the fon of Amos (f), who had be- 
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fied anfc firftpart of the prophecy been reri- 
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££“ KSh r hf ^ *° the *”. left and idol,, 

me*, in which he far outwent the verr worft of hi, „.. 

^Ton* till God™ pleafod « hHSC JZ 

to^ak^K.W l7° enemies. Rezin, in ordet 

to maie himfelf amends for hia U1 fucccft aeainft 1-n. 
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aftfis 

MR!j^ ( l? f ^^>wM#fta»p*e*BWlw«te and fuccefs- 
S “d“ « t® %how far he might have car- 
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prophet flopped them fcen, and alked 
whether l * h . e T <li 5 not think it enough to have 
furfl a homd Daughter of their brethren, unlefs they car- 
n«A way a much greater number into flarery. He 
added, that though the idolatries of Judah haddrawn 
thole heary judgments upontbtt unfortunatetribe, yet; if 
dicjr perfifted to carry thofe infcocent prifoners into cap. 
tiYity, their cruelty would bring down much fevercr ca¬ 
lamities upon themfelves. He; concluded, with exhort* 
H>g them to be contented with the rich plunder they had 
got, and to fend their captives hack to Jerufaleni. This 
remonftrance made fuch an impreflkm upon the vigors, 
that they difmifled their prifoners, not without merits of 
companion and humanity. 

Whilft the affairs of Ahaz, remained in this difmal fi- 
tuation, the Edomites and Philiftines invaded other parts 
of his land; the former carried away a'great number of 
captives, and the latter recovered feveral confiderable fron* 
tier towns. In this extremity he had recourfe to his old 
ally the king of Aflyria, whole affiftance he purchafed 
with all the gold and lilvet he could find in the temple 
and city. Tiglath-Pilefer received his prefeuts, but in* 
ftead of coming to aifift him asainil the confederate 
kings, he turned his whole ftrength again 11 that of Syria, 
under pretence of making a diverfion in his favour 1 ||L 
haring killed Rezin, and Seized upon his capital", hemS. 
vilited by Ahaz, who was lb much pleafed with a bea- 
theniih altar which he faw at Oamafcus, that be pro¬ 
cured a model of it, according to which one was built in 
tfee temple of Solomon. At nit return he offered up m- 
cenfe and a raft quantity of faerifices upon his new altar; 
but foon after he caufed dm temple to be flint up, whilft 
he reared, others in 1 every comer of Jerufalem, arid every 
where eife, to the Syrian Gods. Thus he abandoned 
himfelf to the i moil abominable Idolatries; finilhed his 
intpiou# reign ia the tbirty-fixthyear of hit age, and was 
fucceeded by his fon Hezekiah; he reigned fixteen years *, 
and. was buried in Jerwfldem, but not in the feputchre of 
David^ -of whMi he was efteemed unworth y *. ■ • 
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» i*w while,, «n fa nobetter 

ftate ri»»t> that of Judahv Fekah bad paid detr for his 
fuceefe^ab^ «, rnfeemg amrderedby Hofherfoon after 
his return, that is, in the fourth year of Aha*. This re- 
TOlution* however, proved & difagreeable to the Ifraelites, 
that«-Muled a kind of anarchy, which hfted almoft nine 
If- ^hich. Hoihea found it a difficult taik to 

feeephimfeif upon the throne. After he had quelled thefe 
commotiOBs, and began • to feign more peaceably, we do 
not find (hat he made any hoftiie attempt, either againft 
Ahaz, or h» fucceffor(L). i!' • . * a,nlt 

Heeekiah, who amended his father’s throne in the 

0r ‘ as tbc 46X1 hath ; ‘i in 
the third Tear of Holhea s reign, eafily perceived the 

Ti* limit j° aree ° f ^ dah 8 m «fortunes, »nd exerted all his en- 
tfaud Ld f e * VO k Ur ! t t0 ft ,° P ,£ ^ ithout dtfe y. He began with open- 
fur&td. the t«nple, and commanded the priefts and Levites 

Mofes th Th da, y 74 ° f Go,i, aCcordin ? £0 ‘he law 
ofMofes. This good work commenced on the firft dav 

«L th j ye \ r ’ r hemg the fabbath, and was finiflied on 

ffiT^bted the f iH ttWlt f l he famc month ' The king 
1 eW ° f , Judah next owning, and repaired 
with them to the temple) attended by the priefts and Le- 

vi ‘Sf» * nd * numerous croud of people. Here thev 
^ ^'expiate the fins of the na- 

f j ’ fter ^h’ch they feenficed fuch numbers of burnt 
and peace-offerings, that the priefts, who affifted at the 
ceremony) being insufficient for the fervice, were obliged 
t0 M* * e Tewtes to their affiftance, and thefe Ac¬ 
cepted theofficc with the utmoft alacrity. All this while 
the mr echoed withthe found of trumpets, and other 

“ d With the voicw of the fingers, 
whft aeoaanpanjed the ceremony with pfatms and hymns 

wM, at w hich WM con. 

eluded wnhexpeflions of the utmofHy and fatisfaaion 
lioth in the king and .peopiev 'Hie fcafon for ctdebratihg 


(L) Hie bad, indeed, other 
buunef* upoohit band» Shal- 
maaefer had, by this time, fijo 
eroded Tieteth-PUerer dn s f 
• { m. "q wbedwr Holbea 
f i-i-iifed tq make ,uft 
t&h- 

T hk predecoKrf ted cma- 

jwtted aiy h^Sfities m 
J&ad^w^ghS, 


Aha*, Bethea was, by fome 
»**>» not mentioned in the 
} **r x }> hecotne tributary to Afi 
yria, and Was endeavouring 
to nee himfelf from that yoke, 
«odrtt|g Sf>, king of E- 
*- 

KtUpt proved the fource of 
SttWdWa, which ended at 
iaffi fe the total ruin of the If- 
rAdfinfh monarchy. 


the 
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dw P^Wwbeiog pail, their zeal pointed out an expo, 
dieat from the law of Moles, where it is preferred, flat 
thofc, who, by reafon of any legal impediment, could not 
celebrate that feftivai on the firft, ftould-do it on the fe- 
cond month. The good king poftponed it accordingly, 
and made ufe of that interval to fend circular letters 
through his whole kingdom, inviting his fubje&s to be 
prefent at that feaft on the fourteenth of the next month. Afitnm 
His piety extended ftill farther; the miferies under which ‘‘“/•vir 
the idolatrous Ifraelites groaned, infpired him with a c,l ‘ irat « L 
defirc of endeavouring, at leaft, to work a reformation in 
that unhappy kingdom } to this end, he addreffed them in 
a moft pathetic letter, explaining the fource of all their Ifratlh. 
misfortunes, exhorting them to return to the worfhip of witJit it 
the true God, and to prefent themfclves before him at the ^ 
enfuing folemnity, as the moft effe&ual means, not only 
to avert his future judgments, but even to obtain from 
him the redemption of their unhappy brethren, whom the 
kings of Affyria had carried into captivity ", 

Whilft the king’s meflengers made their progrefs from 
Dan to Beeriheba, the Jews were employed in burning 
and demo lifting all the idols, altars, and other idolatrous 
monuments, which had been reared in Jcrufalem j fo that ' 
the metropolis was thoroughly purged, before the appoint¬ 
ed feftival. By this time the city was filled with people, Srviral tf 
not only from all the parts of the kingdom, but alio from thtm raw 
that of Ifrael, and of the tribes of After,* Zebulun, Ma- Htfufctf, 
nafleh, and Iftachar. This folemnity, fuch as had not 
been obferved fince the latter end of Solomon’s reign *, 
infpired the people with fiich uncommon zeal, that as 
foon as they were difmifled, -they went about deftroying 
all the old relics of idolatry, each in their refpe&ive coun¬ 
tries, the king himfelf encouraging them' by his example, 
until he had utterly cleared his kingdom. The very bra¬ 
zen ferpent, which Mofcs had caufcd to be fet up in the 
wildemefs, Hezekiah ordered to be broken in pieces, be- 
caufe he found, that the people had oflered incenfe to it; 
and, in contempt, he called it seboflkts i that is, a 
piea if braft Z. / 

His next cxre was to reftore all the branches of the 
worfhip of God i to make an txaS fcrotiny into the ge¬ 
nealogies of the pnefts, Levitesi ahd mttfleians, in order to 
fettle ttieir Several clafles, actording to David I model. 

He provided for their maintenance, by reviving .the laws 

* a Chron. xxx. <, jHsq- *.K»p*viii. 4. 
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of Mofcsconeetniag *be firfWraitt. tythes,: redemption, 
aodi vowayfcifarafcthey related to the Aieviticabrevemics} 
* *h**» wf ^Wnrt»er lowing, when- all the fruits were 

brought in, the* brad received their dues according to the 
/ diftribulidB. Heidtiilt, all this while, 

■**» ™eafcd with faccefs equal to hie piety- Finding him- 
Mi. ftrorig eraeaglt to aflm his independence, he refufed 
to pay the tribute which the Aflyrians had escorted from 
hwpredeetflhrr and taking the field againft the Philif- 
tines, his arms #erc attended with foefa fuccefs, that in a 
litde time,he regained with intereft all that they had ac- 
■ quired during the unfortunate reign of Ahaz. 

It fared quite otherwife with-the kingdom of Ifrael. 
Hofliea, little dreaming how near jt drew to its final pe¬ 
riod, was thinking how to free it from the Affyrian bond¬ 
age. But Shaltnanefer, who kept a watchful eye over 
him, foot) discovered find broke all his meafunes, In or¬ 
der to afl; the more effectually, that king took care to fe- 
core the land of Moab, by taking their two chief cities, 
and laying.waite all that land, as well as Ifrael, even to 
the gates of fiamaria, which he now invefted. Hothea 
had, however^ fo well fortified himfelf in that city, that 
it held out ahnoit three years againft the Affyrian king, 
The text give* os nc farther particulars, either of this 
fiege or war, eucept that, alter tbe^eda&ioa of the me¬ 
tropolis the'reft of the kingdom was forced to fubmit to 
the conquerot^ jthat the king sod all his febjefts were 
camed fiWay iuto captivity, and diipofed of in the fame 
provinces that empire, 'Whither their brethren had 
Been lent in a'former, reign (F) j bat we have a dreadful 
account of it.ni faac of the prophets, who tlefcnbe the 
4 «WM- % themfift affsofckg terms». The 

Syrian* jqwff horrid crfieluea againft their 

.v'S-,.^ 3 y *,v- j, -- : : >. .• .. 

" W*Tr£'«f hotk'hf thfo- Afidybe bWkcf Tbhit adds, 
BtMHK ««&•)*£ that &«SySfod ; SBiafroidtribe df Naphtatt, of 
up Ptd dSd vTijgfiwW^leiiff, which Tabt? was, being c»r- 

ried’away by Eoemeflkr, who 
tmpdws^lSisdisby "find: ami*' 'lathe finne with, Shalsnanefer, 
W pheed ia tbe province of 

B slbrif,' c*Ued Rsgtsq where 
W&Mir' ttfems with his 


rT^i^Thrrir 


captives, 
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captive#, tipping up th«r pregnant women, omliUfiiing 
their, childrcn agamst the ground k . Having reduced Sp- 
maria to a heap of Tubbifh >, and laid wafte all the land, 
they returned bomeladen with the fpoil of Ifrael. Such 
was the fad cataftropbe of the Ifraelittfh kingdom 1 *, after it 
had Hood divided from that of Judah two hundred and 
fifty-four years*. Its diflblution happened in the filth year 
of Hezekiah, and in the ninth of Hofhea. A great num¬ 
ber, however, of the Ifraelite.s cfcaped, fome into Egypt, 
and many more into the kingdom of Judah, where they 
weaned themfelves, by degrees, from their former idola¬ 
tries and rebellion, and became fubje&s to Hezekiah, and 
his fucceflors. On the other, hand, the AlTyrians fent 
colonies from feveral of their provinces, but chiefly from 
Cuthah, to re-people the land of Ifrael (QJ, and thofe 
were diftinguilhed by the name of Cutheans *. 

Hezekiah having refufed to pay the tribute to Senna- y f , of pj. 
cherib, the new king of Aflyria, that monarch invaded *Sjj. 
him with a powerful army, and reduced a great number An, = '-hr, 
of fortified cities, with luch expedition as feemed to 7111 

threaten nothing lefs than the total ruin of the whole 
kingdom. Hezekiah, who faw his error too late, had no rrvaftr. 
way left to re&ify it, but by, a fpeedy fubmiffion i he 
therefore fent an erabaffy to Sennacherib, acknowlcging hvaJtHp 
bis fault, and promifing to ftibmit to whatever terms he Stmukt. 
fheuld impofe, accompanied with the richeft prefeats, r '*- 
for which he was forced to ftrip the temple, and his own 
treafury, of 41 their filver and gold •, aa expedient which 


* 8o£ x. S, 14. * Micah i. 

■ VOmr. Ann. in. A.M. jiSj. 
Jofeph. Anriq. lib. ix. cap. 14. 

(QJ The text add* (11, that 
thefe new coVoiue* were Vita ' 
to have been deftroyed by li¬ 
ons, Jofeph u» fayB (a), by pefli - 
lenoe, upon their very firftfet- 
tlemenc, for their di/regard to 
God i fo that rimy were forced 
to fend into Aflyria, to defire 
the king to giye them fosto 
Ifrse&ift prtefta, to inftroa 
them how » worfiriP ft" 
pests him. This reque* bo* 
lag complied with, they k#»* 
ed the Jewtlh wwflup* bat 

£1} a King* xvfi. *J, * **S' 
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withdftt forfeiting that of their 
own gods. Which they had 
brought from there tcCpe&Vve 
Countries : and here began a 
new kind of religion, not un¬ 
like that of the Ifnelijtes ; con¬ 
fining in the worfeip of the 
true Oo4? ^ ofcl Cumber w 

felfe done*. Hew* fpwag 
that mutual hatred between 
the Jews and Samaritan*, «* 
twiner abominating even the 
same of the latter. 

• * t," 
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moHiSedtbe invader £9 eSfe&naHy, that he retired with- 
cat inflicting any dther penalty, tba > yearly tribute of 
thrtee hundred talents of fiber, and thirty talents of gold. 
'Aik refpite, however, though fo dearly bought, was of 
Short deration 9 the treacherous Affyiian king, who con- 
ttpeed Still at LachiSh, in a little time fent hia army, un¬ 
der the' command of Tartan, Rabfajis, and RabShakeh, 
direftly againft Jerufalem ; fo that Hezekiah faw himfelf 
ht much 'greater danger than ever of iofing his kingdom 
stbd liberty, if not his life. 

In this-emergency, he made all proper preparations for 
i. brave defence : he fortified the city, fnrrounded it with 
a fecond wall, fenced', it with towers, and laid in good 
Store of arms and provisions. He Ukewife canted all the 
fountains about the city to be Slopped ; and. the courfe of 
the brook Gihon, which watered all that region, to be 
turned another way, to cut .off, as much hs poffiblc, all 
Supply of water from the enemy. Theie precautions be¬ 
ing taken, he called together all his chief officers to one 
of the gates of the city. There he exhorted them, in a 
grave and pious Speech, to rely wholly upon God ; to be¬ 
have .with becoming valour 9 and by no means to be dif- 
ebtia^ged at. the number and Strength of the faithlefs Affy- 
rians ■*. He had been feized witb a dangerous distemper, 
and warned by the prophet Ifaiah. to fet his affairs in or¬ 
der, as he Should certainly die : Shocked at this prediction, 
h« addreffed htnffeif to God in • the moil humble and pa¬ 
thetics teems, praying that his life might be prolonged 9 
and Gpd being moved bv his tears, and intreaties, fent 
back the prophet to allure him his Supplication was heard. 
He gave him to understand that be Should not only re¬ 
cover and. Survive thuidiforder fifteen years, but alto be 
delivered from the enemies that threatened: him with de- 
ftruStjoh. ... 


Hfeaekiab waa-too much. interested in thefe happy tid¬ 
ing* tobeHeypehiWn oa alight fowndatioa i and therefore 
demanded a mwacUlc«ft\6g« of God’s gracious intention. 

by fhe prayers or tbe pro¬ 
test degrees 
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in three days j and the next part of die prophet** predie* 
tion, rrtmeiy, hisdeliverance from the Affyrian power, did 
not remain king unfulfilled. The generals of the invad¬ 
ing army preferited diemfetvCs before the walla, and 
demanded Sparky with the miniftefs of Hezckiah; who 
appeared accordingly on the battlements, attended byla 
vail multitude Of opeople. Then Rablhakeh addrened 
himfelf to them in a haughty and threatening Ibeech, fill- 
ed with the moft bitter inve&ivea, and opprobrious lan¬ 
guage, not only againft the king, hut even againft the 
God of Ifrael. It was fpoken in the Hebrew toiigUe, to 
infufe the greater terror into the liftening people; and 
when they were defired to fpeak in Syriac, inftead of com¬ 
plying with this tequeft, they' only renewed their me¬ 
naces of reducing the kingdom to the worft extremities, 
unlefs they Ihould prevent their" ruin by yielding them- 
fclves captives !o the great Sennacherib 

This infolent addrefs was anfwered only by a' deep fi- 
lence j but the Afiynan generals being foon after inform¬ 
ed, that their mafter was forced to defend his own terri¬ 
tories againft Tirhakah, king of Ethiopia, who had then 
invaded him, they left Jerufalem, arid matched direftiy 


ing himfelf captive, he would Ihortly return with double 
fury againft him, and make him feverely feel the efleSs 
of his own folly, and vain confidence in God, whom he 
Ihould' find as weak and impotent againft his irrefiftible 

• ■ King* xtiii. 17, ad fin- aCbron. 9, ft *«• - Ifth 
xxXvi. », ft fiqq. xfxvii. *—»*• ■* ■■ * • 
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jKJWTft astthofe xrf.many .other nations bad hitherto prov¬ 
ed' As fooa aa the king had fc^d the letter, he went up 
to, the tompie, at comp anted by hi* chief minifters, and 
foreadtf ptfoip the.Lord s and, in the humbleft terms, be- 
ropgitt him that he wttld make good bislaee'promifes, 
a§d vindicate hisbonouragaiaft iuaiefolent andblafpem- 
Ous eae«my, who had dated to level the Qod of heaven 
with the. fcnfoleis idofe ;of the more feofekfs heathen. 
He.had icarceertdodhis prayer, when he received a gra¬ 
cious anfwer bythc prophet Ifaiah, importing, that though 
Sennacherib wpuld certainly bring back, his forces againft 
Jerulakm, yet God would to protect: it againft them, that 
they fhould not fhoot anarvow againft, nor open a trench 
before it:; that this proud iufalting enemy fhould be 
forced to flee with flume and lofs, and fall at length by 
thp fiord in hig own UikLi .fljis prophecy wai iixcwifc 
foon after verified. Sennacherib .returned'againft Judah, 
fluftted with his, late victory over the Ethiopians', and 
breathing.death and deftrudfipn againft the whole king- 
J but bofflro be could have time to commit any 
hoftilidcs agauift: it, the beft part of his army was fmitten 
by an angel in one night, infomuch that one hundred and 
/ eighty-fare thpufand of them were found dead by the next 
morning. This dreadful judgment fa alarmed the proud 
Afiyrian monarch, that he retired with the utmoft con- 
fufion and fpeed into his own capital, where he was foon 
after aflaffinated byHwo of his own fans •. As for He- 
zekiab,he fuiFered himfelf to be fo elated Wall thefe 
extraordinary blefangs, that he brought a torn of evils 
upon bimfelf and people. He bad, about this time, re¬ 
ceived a fpccial embaffy from Merodacb. or, as Ifaiah calls 
him* Merodach-Baladan,Aing of Babylon,to congratulate 
hiaa npou his, late and recovery,; and ta enquire 

wWfltr.rito prodigy v of the fun’s retragieSon. ■ As his 
fuoaoftj^Mfthe faotfaaf/Us enemy,’ haudmadoHezekiah 

fcrinir^ifte 'afabaf&dore with a fight oF^dTtihe wealfli, 
'!iiieuriytodArrwgtbi f£ hiscourt’ andkfagdom. '• This 
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pahcc. B» Ms demmciationHezekuh was brought t* 
fuch a tenfe of his error, that’- he acknowteged the mild- 
«e& of the fenteuce, fince he Was fafeted to end hit daft 
io peace. Among others of hit public a£b, he it re- 
corded to hare made a large pool, and conduit, to fupjifr 
Jerufalem with water; and to h*%e jtoen an eneourager 
of huibandry, htnrfelf havine ttatdberfefs flocks and herds 
in his own pafture-grounds, befides vines and arable 
lands. He died in peace, in the fifty-fourth year of his y>, 0 f 
age, and the twenty-ninth of hitt reign, according to the Uj«. 
words of the prophet, and was ” huned lnthe chfefeft of AnteCkr. 
the fepulcbfes of the font of David.” His funeral ob- *»*- 
fequies were performed with uneomtnon magnificence, ' 

not only in the city, but atfo throughout the whole 
kingdom "(X). 1 • 

Manafieh was but twelve years of age when he foe- Mnaftk't 
ceeded Hezekish* and, Whether he was naturally vicious, viirhi 
or fell into the hands of wicked cOunfellors, we may daw rt V*- 
the downfal, both of the kingdom and religion, from the 
fatal day of his afeending the throne. He teems hot only 
to have ftrove to exceed all 'hie predeceflbrs in wteked- 
nefs, idolatry, • tyranny, and facriiege, but even to have 
(hewed an impious emulation » undo all that his pious 
father had done, and to aft lh direft oppofition to his 
conduft. But the mbit execrable piece bf wickedness ttbfuri* 
and iacrilege was, his introducing the vileft of idolatries ttgi. 
into the very temple of God, and cauftng " a graven 
image of the grove," an idol, Worihipped with the vileft 
ceremonies, to be frt upin foe mbfrttered place-, as if 
he had defighed to drive the God of Ifrael oht of his ha¬ 
bitation, and todifclkim atonce afi thbfe great bkffings 
which had been pronttfed to Divid and Soiomon, and to 
dl that Worfhipped him« in that place. He worftipped 
Baal v ereftedmtars and groves in Judah and Jerulajem, 
to the fun, moon, ftars, and other heathenift dektet} 
and encouraged his fabjefts tofiierifice theirchildreWto 

■teMft’-:’-?'*” r ’ ! "^ ! 

For Aeft^s feamiW atiMM he Was Often and fevensy re- 
proved by ft*eW prophets,' and tbreaiawd *W|- foe *oft 
dreadfnl d 4 |»tkm upon hinrfrif aB 4 kiq8on»t wMdh 
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him to «x«fcifc the mod 
,Jj»?b«p, atjd jasjiawy as fared to 
,jf*rHf*|«n became, (boa 
. « pa teeap of, me rnofchartMl hutphestey) prophets, 
»ppS*,boble*, and people*, were flaw indifferently, until 
Hkdthat wtropeli# w«h bloodAt length Pro- 
Wfi* .algsaMtafito, his impious 
»frer, by detprering him, into the hands of fome ot the 
chief pommsttders ofthe.-AiTyrian army, who came upon 
h«n, & ; %14wjJf» that, feeing tip wsytoefcape, he went 
apd-h^-h^ti'-felf ina ibic)fcrt.,,He was,.however,. foon 
difeoverpd, Joaden with ohains, carried away to Baby¬ 
lon, and call intp a dungeon by Efar-ffaddon, or Affara- 
din, kingofAffyri^, whj, according to Ptolemy’s canon, 
h$d made himfelf mafter of Babylon about, &x years be* 
fore, and,. *¥*_bjr this time,.,become,. fete monarch over 
both empires P. 

The teatneither tells us how this calamity was brought 
upon him, whether by an open invaiion, or by fome fud- 
ds*i incurfion,, nor in sohat ‘year. of, : MjaBafifeh’s reign it 
I happened. T’be jew^,»ftrm,,that.it was in the twenty. 

fecood,. iad they arqfpHpwed by thejenprality of our an, 
n»)i«s. ,.|loweyer that be, the difticfled king loon opened 
his eyes to all,hi? mifeaepaaes and impieties, which his 
ptp%erity would not ftdierlum to feet and, in the bit- 
te(ne£i ot his fouJ,diM>t^«naBydefip Cghs to heaven, and 
■, fuch ear^eft prayer# Hf/^rey imd. pardon, that he at 

(tfi^ twwi a.' ' d*ii«p«K,,,^)w. long this 

j^SWlimpn* iaftpd^.and’hy what, mpyns he regained his 
§c*?P*hp‘dt£b not f?y« Itappears, however, 
■tit*, ■mmmmm* ?w. ktwm dm fineoefi 
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^y AeJigh-pljwoa WereUft untouched, fee king wan*, 
ing «thW power, Courage, or sod, to deftroy them, fo 
much were they refeofted by die multitude. He toot 
the ferae care to repair and fortify the. city, and other 
place* of his kingdom; and, having reigned peaceably 
about thirty-three, year* a#er his retumfrom Baby lorn 
died in the fifty-filth of hia reign, atuf fixtyrfevemh of his 
age (B). , 

His fonAaon was but twenty-two years old when 
he came to the crown, fotbathecdald have obferved 
nothing in his father’s example, but piety and goodnefs* 
and yet fo infatuated was he, feat he gave himfelf upto 
all the idolatries*of the former part of ManaBeh’s reign. 
He began even to exhibit feme early proofs,, that he de- 
iigned to furpafs him in his moftabominable debaucheries, 
but, before he had reigned two years, a qenfeiracy was 
formed againft him by feme of his chief ofieers. who af* 
faffinated him in his own palace, and* buried him is-the 
fame garden with his father. r flhey did net, however 
efcape unpunifeedf the inhabitants of Jerufelera, wife 
had no {hare in this rebellion, rofe up' in arms immtdi- 
* ately upon the' news of it» and, having .-revenged their 
king’s murder by the death of the confoirators, placed 
upon the throne his fen jofiah, who was then about eight 
year* of age*. > fij.ir, it y 

It is amazing to think how the Whole kingdom could 
be over-run wife ail kinds of wickednefs and idolatry in 
fee fliort reign of Amon, after it had been fo thoroughly 
purged by his father y and vet it was grown to fnth a de¬ 
gree of impiety when Jofidh came to thj crown, feat fee 
prophet Zepbaniab, who was contemporary with himi, 
gives us amoft dreadful catalogue rtf the hcenftou&eft 
and. irreligion feat.fepd then* overfertad the fend l> . In 
this fed and degenerate condition it waa, when this infant j 
monarch took the reins, fethat itreqmred nothing left 
than a. miracle- to reform it. But Jofiah, tt feems, had 
beenntitaeufeudy promifed, above* three, hundred years 
before, by.a prophet fent on puepefe to Jeroboam at 
Botfecl, as owe who was to work the'gnwteft teforma- 

i, .-y‘.it.'i , V‘ . .•* ‘ *» » - 1 i! 

• • QhMWi'WMrife u se fee sad. a Zsybaa.iii.»,ftfeq, 

See » Kings xaiii, ♦,<.• >.*; »•/•»,(* r 

(B) He was buried in his fuffering him m think himfelf., 
own hotife or gt^fen. probaWy worfoyto be- 4 sg*ft*ii among 
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liow -$rs* dffodfod 1ft the land ; artjpmab&ri 

which (hoaldexteinl throughthe two kingdom^ though 
••18* Mgy yearseonld not permit him immediately to an-* 
dftrtadce Jinjr thing, eaeept perhaps ndvifing with his pious 
TOod&dters aboutwhat was tohe done, and the propereft 
Yy.efFl. mean* qf accomplifhing it Up, married in the fifteenth 
' >yt j- year of his agevand, in thefitteenth, had a fbn and fuc- 
'****? P"’* cefior, whehn he named EKakim (C): then he fet about* 
; his pre-medttatad defign, with furp riling zeal, diligence, 

and intrepidity. He caufed all thofe places of idolatry td 
be poHuteti with dead men’s hones t and ordered all thofe 
priefts who had affifted at that unlawful worihip, to be 
for drer excluded both from all facerdotal functions, and 
from the privilege of eating , holy things. He likewife 
yf „f fj. ordered all the wooden idols, altars, and other combuft- 
' tyi*. ible materials, which had ferved toany idolatrous pur- 
diMs Chr. notes, together with the chariots and nodes which had 
* ,a ' seta dedicated to the fun, the vefiela where the perpetual 

~ fire HMtS kept, the image of the grove, and all that he 
found of in-the temple, »be burnt, and the 

■iiins of them to he thrown over the graves of their vo- 
taries; ami thofe thatcould not he burnt, he caufed to be 
fitutg into the liver Kidron. 

From Jerufalem he repaired to the Mount of Olives, 
otberwHe called the Mount of Corruption, where he de- 
Utohihed and defiled all the altars built oh it by his pre T 
deceflors v and «the Valley of Htnnotn, a place infamous 
for thp• horrid cruelties that were pra&ifed by the wor- 
fiuppenief Moloch- Thence he proceeded to Beth-el, 
fop phpe, where Jeroboam the firft king of Ifrael had fee 
up ontrbf,hb g«den calves; which hedeftroyed, toge¬ 
ther jrhh the gihves, idols, and altars, caufing the bodies 
of tte idedatro« pridb to bedpgfUp, and burnt upon 
fomm : 4v|t^ym«':t^!en;.;.'this oecafiom, that, harm? chferved 

the combs, 

he w^lKfoniaei;,..'i^,p»s that ofttepronbut who esme 
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iM burned vriffi rtc reft. In a word, JofiahmadVi c!r- 

T5W - of,£htl * ™*Y ° { which" 1ay 

ajmoit oefobte v and deftroyed every where the idols and 

?!l a ”’k W 5 1C a S', rwditw, or the Affyriafl co- 
Jonres had eftafehfted. He put all their idolatrous priefts 
to death; and, hivbg thoroWhly purged both kingdoma 
trora every kind of uncleannefs, he exerted all hia endea¬ 
vours m reftoring theworffiip of God, and the ufual fer- 
vice of the temple. 

By this time fee had attained to the twenty-fixth year of Tketmph 
his age, and eighteenth of his reign; and beheld with re- "fair,4, 
gret the dilapidations of that ftcred place i to 'repair 
which in the mod effeftual and expeditious manner, he 
ordered the great coder, into which the pOll-monet and 
free-will offerings ufed to be depofited, to be opened, 
and the money to be diftributed among fuch faithful over- 
feera as would execute the work without delay. While 
they were thus employed, the high-prieft, who probably 
rfrefided over the work, fent word to the king, that he had 
found the book of the law (D), which he fent to him by fkt Myf 
the fecretary of the temple. Joliah delayed not to read thelavi 
it; and, when he’faw what dreadful judgments'were de- /*«<<> 
flounced in it, againft thofe very abominations with which 
he had found the whole land over-run at hia acceffion to 
the crown, he rent his cloathS'ln a tranfportof grief, not 
doubting but that both he, and his whole kingdom, would 
foon feelthe effefts of thofe menaces. There lived at that 
time, in one of the colleges of Jerusalem, a famed pfO- 
phetefs named Huldah y and to her Joliah dlfeatched feme 
of hi* prime officers, with the high-prieft at their head,' to 
enquire what would be the fate of the king and people. 

She declared, that God would not fail to indi£t all thofe 
fevere punHhmenta upon his faithlefs and Ungrateful fub- 
jefta", But that, as.for himfelf, the concern and remorfe' 
which lie had lately expreffed, had fo far fufpended the 
divine vengeance, that he fliould be happily gathered 
unto his father* in peace, before the nation felt its dite 
effe&s. ; '1 « ' • ■' 

(D) This hi generally a- - mod.hofyptace; which feme 
greed to have betv the artbe. pious high-pridl had catifed to 
type of. the Pentateuch called fee thus hid, in tbe reign of 
Hatborah, written; by Mofisi, Aha* or MaMtfeh, to prevent 
and bv him ordered to-feeder its beingdefeoyed. 
pofited, with’the irit, is the 
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In die coutfeof the fame jre|r, Jbfiah, fenfible that hi* 
ptoplS hid teen guilty of a ftianJcfu! aegled of the three 
grand feftivals enjoined by Mofes, aflembled the heads of 
twpepe,- 'from .all pans of the two kingdoms, to the 
temple. 'Here haring mounted the royal tribunal, he ac¬ 
quainted them with bis having happily recovered the vo¬ 
lume of the Mofarc law, and he himfelf read It in their 
hearing t he then informed them of hisdefignof expiat¬ 
ing, as much as poflible, their former neglea, hy a metre 
careful obfervance of it t and, as the folemn feaft of the 
Yt\ of FI. Paflbver was now at hand, which he refolved (hould be 
A ,7 *rh ‘Celebrated with the utmoft folemnity, he exhorted them 
Aate Chr. to f 0 ij 0W his example, and to prepare themfclves for that 
v grand feflival. Whiift die people wen; employed in pu- 
Tht Pafu- rifying themfclves, Jofiah commanded the priefts to make 
wrkift. a more ft rid fearch into the temple, and to call out and 

deftroy all the profane and idolatrous lumber that {hould 
be found in it; to bring the ark, and all the facred uten- 
fils, which had been removed in former reigns, and to de¬ 
pot) *c them in their former place and order. All thefe 
commands being fpeedily executed by the priefts and peo¬ 
ple, the ceremony of the Paflbver was celebrated with 
more Zealand magnificence than had appeared in that fo¬ 
lemnity fince the dap of Samuel. Finally, the king made 
Vfccond progrefs through the kingdom 5 expelled all the 
wizards and inchanters ; inftituted courts of judicature 
everywhere, giving ftrift charge, both tothemagiftrates. 
Slid alfo to the priefts and Lcvites, to fee that the people 
were inftru&ed in, and kept obedient to the law of Mofes 
In this manner did the pious monarch endeavour, with 
the fincereft zeal, to reftore the pure worftiip of God 
through his dominkmai and to clear it from aft the dregs 
wf fuperftirios andidolatry}, in-hopea of averting his im¬ 
pending judgment. Nevcrthelefs, die divine anger was 
not abated, in the leaft againft the people i who, though 
they .fo &r complied witbtheir imsra gn, as to fhdw ap 
Outward zeal for God, were yet found ready to rehpie 
into the rileft abominations, whenever they met with any 
encouragement for it under sf wicked reigh. Thefe forced 
refori^iess, therefore, ouki not but render them more 
rol'.-Owd. e> - 4 % Isarefims denounced a 
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the good printe to himfelf, according to his promife, that 
nw eycs might not behold the dreadful calamities that were 
to fall upon hia nation. > 

, Jofiah had by this time reigned thirty-oneyears inpro- y r of n 
found peace, when Pharaoh Necho adduced againft the ujt. 
Afiyrtans, or rather Babylonians, as far as the city of Ante Chr, 
Carehem'tlb, fituate upon the riter Euphrates *. It is not 6, °’ 
eafy to fay, whether Jofiah looked upon the defign. of this 7 ZJ * 
expedition to be levelled againft his own territories; or, i mrialh 
which is ftill more probable, whether the kings of Judah 
were tributaries, and under a kind of obligation to thofe of ***■**•. 
Babylon, to affift them againft all their enemies. Certain 
it is, Jofiah was no fooner apprifed of the Egyptian mo¬ 
narch’s defign, than he afiembled a powerful army, and 
marched againft him to the Valley of Meglddo. Here 
Pharaoh endeavoured to diffoade him from concerning 
himfelf in the war between him and the Babylonians, aC 
Turing him by his ambafiadors, that he had no h'oftije de¬ 
fign againft Judah ; Jofiah wctnld not be perfuaded, but 
fallied out, as if his chief defign had been to fight him in 
perfon; but, before he could reach him, he received a 
mortal wound, and was conveyed from rhe field of battle. 

He died as foon as he had reached Jerufalertrin the 
thirty-ninth year of his age, greatly lamented by all his 
good fubjefts v particularly by the prophet Jeremy, who 
is fuppofed to have compofed that elegy, kijown by the 
name of the Lamentations, upon; his deaths. 

• jofiah -was fuccceded by his fan Jeholhat, whom 7 ‘fo- 
the people fet upon the throne in the twenty-third year of *. 
his age; not in rightof fucoeffion,forhewastheyoungeft *' ur r 
of Jofiah’s fens, but by downright fadlion. He began to 
give them tarty proofs, that he defigned to reign as wick¬ 
edly as'feme of hi* predecefibrs had done* upon Which 
account Jeremiah was at firft lent to him from God, to 
exhort him to imitate his father’s piety, adding, that, if 
he dW not, ’’he Ihould he carried away captive, and die in 
a ftrange land k . Pharaoh Necho came accordingly againft 
Jerofaletft, in his return from the Affyrian expedition, 
and dethroned him, in the third month of his reign Kand, Dtf>[U% 
having fet his eider brother EHakim, wbofc crime he 
changed into that of Jehoifkim, upon Hk throne, and 
laid hhn under lie yeatly tribute of a hundred talents of 

. . Chron. Xxx*. ro> * Comp, « Kiltp. sam. * feq. Md 
a Cbron. xxx v. so. It <eq. * HkroB.ft.tiB lUtw. Bfcw fc »U 
a Jerem. xxii. », & fcfy 
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Elver, aodoBje takntof gold, carried his captive brother 
into Egy§^ where be ended l@t days <j» 

Jehoiakun was aot terrified by this difefter from foU 
lowing. Jbis unhappy brother’s fteps, nor the people from 
conforming to his wicked ways; infomuch that Jeremiah' 
was ordered by God,, in the very beginning of, his reign, 
to denounce his fevere judgments again ft them, unlef* 
they repented. The time chofen for this denunciation 
was the fcaft of ,Tabernacles, when there was the gicateft 
concourfe of people front all parts of the kingdomj and 
the place, the eourt of thfe temple. The prophet having 
threatened them with .the defltruiftion of the city and tem¬ 
ple, was feized hy the priefts and people, and accufed as 
a fower of feduion, worthy of death. He was, however, 
.acquitted by the nobles, as a perfon who fpoke by divine 
command. 11 } and found a powerful pfoteGor with the king, 
in Ahikam, the Con of S&aphan, who bad formerly been 
in great fcredit and authority under Jofiah. This patron 
had influence enough, on this occaCon, to fereen him from 
thefuiyof the people *; though he bad foretold, about the 
.fame time, the acceflion of Zedeklah to the. crown of Ju¬ 
dah, and that of Nebuchadnezzar to the throne ..of Ba¬ 
bylon K 

About four years after this tranfa&icm, he predicted the 
deftruGion of Jerufakan* and of the temple, and, the Ba- 
byloniih captivity under Nebuchadnezzar, which he faid 
would laft leventy ycan} at the eajurafion of which, that 
Ihonarchir would be at an end, and.tbd land become de- 
fqlste (Ej, In the fame year, being fhut up in prifon, he 
csu&d Baruk, who was His feribe, to write from his 
mouth the tenor of. the fame threatenings, and to go and 
read them in, the hearing of all the people, who were then 
afiembled at the temple, upon fiime fokmn faft.' Baruk 
obeyed, and fbme of having taken the 

who,, underfiand- 

ing^te content*,fiung it.ipto the jre, notwttihtooding 
the emkayohrs of ftwis that sne prefentfoprevent its 
being deKroyed. ; , Jemshiah' *od Ins mefleaget, would 
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*s ftwdre by * trtiracle, been kept out of his reach -.how- 
evw, hiis impiety did riot efcap* uiipuniflied. The prophet 
was ordered tor Write the fame denunciations again h , 
which were foon fulfilled by the arrival of the BabylonHh ptmi/M, 
king with a powerful army. ' 

Neither *were idolatry, and contempt of God’s worfhip, - 
the only crimes with which JehoiakimY reign is branded ; 
lie added to them the raoft horrid enmities and tyrannies, 
rapine atid blood fhed; building and adorning the moil 
fnmptuous palaces by violence and oppreffion ; perverting 
juftice, and inventing charges againft the innocent to put 
them to death; belides bis being deaf to the admonitions 
Of fo many prophets. For thefe enormities, Jeremiah 
pronounced at laft this dreadful fentence againft him; 
that he fhould be given up into the hands of his molt 
dreaded enfemy, even of Nebuchadnezzar 5 that he IhouM 
die uripitied and unlamented; that he thould.have the fc- 
pulchre of an afs; and that his carcafe Ihould rot upon 
the groundBy this time affo, two Angular predidljons 
of that prophet had been fulfilled, which ought both to 
have added weight to the reft, and opened the infatuated 
prince's eyes to his imminent danger. Jeremiah hadiome 
time before forewarned him not to rely upon the affiltance 
of the king of Egypt, whofe army was ftill at Carchemilh, 
fince it would be totally overthrown by the more fucceff- 
fularms of the young Nebuchadnezzar, the prince point¬ 
ed out by Providence to fubdne the rebellious nation of 
the Jews. This event happened accordingly in the fourth 
year of Jehoiakim’s reign, when that youngs prince was 
■fentragainft the king of Egypt, and defeated him entirely, 
at Carchemilh, took the place, put the whole garifon to 
the fword, and repulfed the troops that came to its 
afliftance k . ; 

This vi&bry proved the prelude of Judah’s misfortunes, 
the conqueror marched direftfy againff Jerufalem, which 
ifavitig i^en, he rifled the temple of its moft precious fur- j„»pm 
niture, and the royal palace bf its moft hopeful Mid beau- tain. 
tiful young princes, to be made eunuchs in his own court, 
according to Ifaiah's prophecy to Hezekrah } and the city 
was depnyed of all its choiceft youths, whether for birth, 
learning, wit, or beauty, wit) were likewif? lent to Ba¬ 
bylon. Among thefe laft were Daniel and his three com- 

* Jemn.stxxvi. 1,& feqq. 1 J*»-,***?i>*. 1 ^““P- 
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panions. ^hoiakim ym at fitft,pot>to bond*, and 4 c": 
fignftd tobefcnt away with tbereftj hoi upon his. fqb“ 
miffion, awJfpromSfc of paying xyeatiytribttte, the vi&or , 
cnjuiged his mind, and left ■bus as .a kind of viceroy over 
bis own Jtiagdom. But, whilft Ncterehadaezzar was em- 
P»y« ® other conquefts, the king pf Judah renounced 
bur dominion, after he had bcen.fii^e&ed three yea*s, 
and refufed to pay the tribute. The Afiyrian monarch, 
exatperatea at this cxnuffion, fent an army into Judaea, 
confining of Syrians, CbaWajans, Ammooitesj and Moab- 
icea, woo Wafted the whole kingdom, carried away three 
thoufand and twen£y,three prifaoers; took and murdered 
i the unfortunate Jehoiakim, and dragged his carcafe out 
si the city-igates, where they left it unburied, according 
to Jeremiah s prediction, . 

'Thia prince was fucceeded by his fan Jehoiachin, called 
alfo Jechoniah, and in contempt Coniah, then but 
erght^ea years did: whether be afltrmed the crown con¬ 
us™ to Nebuchadnezzar's intention, or had endeavoured 
to make off his yoke, thetext doth not lay, but only ob- 
feryes, that be was as Wicked as hia father. However, 
that monsrch advanced againft him,before he had reigned 
thrqh months ■ Jehoiachin went out to Jam, not in a hof- 
tile,unut fubrniffive manner, attended by his mother, and 
his whole coqrt.; but they found him inexorable, and 
were aH feat away captive to Babylon, where they died. 
The temple, palace* treafury, and the whole city, were a 
lccoud time xanfackcd aa 4 ft ripped of all that was valuable. 
Nebuchadnezzar alfo: ,ttanfported ten thoufand men, 
for valour Qrid/itdom j befides a thoufand *of the 
artificers in gold, Ciyer, and other metals and mate* 
jife.tjifi a word, ae. left fcarce any .behind but the very 
tttegs of the people, to cultivate the land, Among his 
Captives, was the famed Mordecai, and, as is moil ge¬ 
nerally-believed, the. ptm»h« Jzekicj:. , Finally, he let 
Maft aniah, ■ who-was the {on of,Jo&j(h,,and unde. to the 
Jvhoiacbipi ■ upon t the, throne, ■.x»d, changed his 
Wame intoZedekiahi mid, having fend him under a cer¬ 
tain tribute,. sndtaktn■ ansoath-ehfidelity and.fubjedion *, 
,'rdnrwdie-lMsnthihwjiiVma 

‘ ;oi. 
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#po» »* acccmon ro tae crown, mil, in 
uft, to enter into a Confederacy yith him agamfi die 
Chaldeans. The young prince gave bat too much heed 
to their propofal j but Jeremiah, who was warned of it* 
fent to every one of the anftaSador* chains and yokes, 
which he bid them carry, to their refpefiive matter*, *d- 
v'Cng them, in the nanje of God, to fuhtnit willingly 1 to 
the king of Babylon, and not provoke him to lay a much 
feverer yoke upon them,- by giving credit tb their Iving 
foothfayers and ftar-gazers’. There were, at the fame 
time, at Jerufalem, feveral-pretended prophets, who en¬ 
deavoured to perfuadf? the too credulous king, that the 
captivity would be ihprtly at an end, and that the facred 
veflele, which had been carried away, Would be all re- 
ftored to the temple. Jeremiah, on the contrary, declar¬ 
ed, that thofe few which had been left behind, would be 
carried olf with the reft. Thus, for feme years, there 
was nothing to be heard, but predi&ions of vi(Story and 
deliverance on the part of the falfe prophets, and of de¬ 
foliation and ruin from the mouth of Jeremiah, Thefts 
meafures raifed him many a bitter enemy, not only in 
Judasa, but even in Babylon; for he bad taken the op¬ 
portunity, as often as Zedeldoh lent his yearly tribute 
thither, to write letters to the captives, aborting them 
/ to hear their yoke patiently, and not to espeft a deliver¬ 
ance before the feventy years&ould be expired i and they, 
in return, wrote letters into Judaea, to defire tbathe 
might *be apprehended and punifttedas a dangerous 
enemy to his country* who uttfered, not what was in- 
fpired by the 'God of lfrael, but what was di&ated by roe 
king of Babylon#. ..... 

This conteft lafted fomeyears, during which, ms ene- , 
iriies- caufed him to be imprifoned. The infatuated king J 
was at length'perfuaded, by his falfe prophets, to Awe t 
off the Babylonlfti yoke; and tbat-rsfli enteonze battened 
the total deffruGion of temple and rity. He was thenm 
she ninth year of his reign, when Hcbnebadwwar 
vanced with a powerful apart wafted the whot e cw mtryt 
Hazed upon his fottieffes, md at length kid 
to JferUfSem, before aedddahoonM niake wry peOvUma, 
eitherfbr bisowndefeaee orefcape*. It wastbeb, that, 
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l&taffc ’aSth him, h^ feitthnSd & &Aw off the 

y**e* i WahMl w afte y w 'l^^faay'lMtel-Ae fiege for 
tf**_ fjwferit, and yuivarft&ddiretlty agaiifiVflie Egyptians. 
]R>ij' retfe?t. produced fuch infatuatipnVuhotig she people 
ih the city, that, looking upon themfelveB as already but 


it being the fabbatic year 5‘ not fo much out of regard to 
the- la w Of Mofcs, as out of the fear they were in, of their 
revolting to the" Chaldeans'. The king, however, fent to 
defife Jeremiah t<? put up his prayers to God for him and 
the nation; but was aiifwered by him, that the Chal¬ 
deans would renew the fiege with freffi vigour; and that 
Egyptian allies would leave him to their mercy, and 
return into their own cobntry. Nebuchadnezzar,' ■ accor¬ 
dingly, hating routed the Egyptians, returned to the fiege, 
and carried it on fo vigftoufly, that the inhabitants, be¬ 
ginning to labour under great fcairdlty of provifions, found 
it impoffifele to hold itojrt> longer. During this iaft fiege, 
* lT *g ftnt ..often to Jeremiah* in hopes of receiving at 
length -fome comfortable news; but he. would fend no 
Othfttjanjp^er, than that they mult be all (tarried away into 
OSptivitj, I$appy ,tm It'been for them, if they had taken 
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>n fck Tbe^Gbakfeans, being apprifed 

«*» de 5« n »;Hw^-)# f btwgHt them b*k to 
their e*afperi^ monarch/ i*TRibiah j where he gutted 
hw revenge upob 0 «ftfartim|ii* Bur of Judah vm the 
utmoft crQeltyvby ciufing Children to be butchered 
before his ejesif aad’theifotjrfing his eye* tb be put oat, ■ 
that no objett might afterwards ebKterute the ideaofthat 
bloody fcene. This calamity-happened towards the end 
of the eleventh year of hi* reign : he was food ifter fern 
into Babylon, loaded srith chains, and ended his days & '< 
prifon.. ' 

The city y^ss at len|th, after two fears and a half 
clofe and ttrenuous Gege from-withoat, and a devouring 
Jatnine^ which raged within,' entered by the vi£toriou* 
Chaldeans "on Wednefday the uth of the fourth month, 
anfwering to our 27th of July, in l(e 'jap ; Sf- lie 
world 3416 s . 

They plundered the temple and palaces, and feized 
every where upon the richeft fpait. Nebuzaradan, who , 
Commanded' them after Nebuchadnezzar's departure, 
caufed the ttVo brazen ColumiM, that flood in' the court of 
the temple, to be broken in pieces, and all the gold, Al¬ 
ter, and coftly furniture, to be taken away, wnilft the 
reik of his army made, the fame havock in the city. On 
the third day after his entrance, which was the 10th of 
tbe fourth month, anfwering to our Augufl 27th and 
a fabbath day,he ordered the temple, palace, and the 
whole city, tobefet on fire, and burnt to the ground. , 
The walls, towers, and other fortifications, were demo¬ 
lished, and all the Jews, including the very dregs of the 
people, were carried away prifoners, except fomefew of 
the baler &rt, whorti he left to till the land*. A* for Je¬ 
remiah, Nebuchadnezzar had given his general fuch 
charge concerning him, that he was well treated, and fet 
at liberty 5 and wcfit and lived with Gedaliah (G), whom 
that general left as a kind of gpvemor over the miferable 
remnant of Judah, , , ,, 

• » Vlds Ulherin Ann. • Dfl&rfub A.M. s*i«. »* Kings 

Ttxv. paffim, iChron. xxxri. ti.fc feq. Jer«u«*i*. paffim. 
Jofeph.Ant lib. a. cap.is- 

' /Ol Thia GodalUb was the aim icreen that prophet from 
ftsu. of Ahiean, a • period m the r , refenUnent of the kmg, 
lUdb cre$t in,*11 me latter mflfwyofthepocpl*. 
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ij-oaMed .ffblisaef, who had 
■with the king 

,. . f ., ... . .. »dap'8‘: depar¬ 

ted^ that great numbers of dUperfet} Jews flocked to 
Gedaliiih, who gave them a kind reception, and pro- 
vifi»n$ for their fubfifteoce, until they could have time 
to cultivate 4,e was impelled |y , t eti.vy, or miti¬ 

gated hy the; Ammohitffb king to deprive him of life. 

infamous defign, he* repaired to Mizpeh, ac- 

a 'sMUedbp ten refolute afiociatefc : Ge 4 aliah was iiir 
wanted of his intent j hut far from 'giving credit 
tp it* entertained him with all the tokens of friendihip 
and rsdpeft, tberebyafiording the treacherous IfiunaeJ 
an opportunity of murdering him, and all die brave 
Chalusans. ho had about.him. Two days after thia maf- 
facre, meetirig With ab6iit fourfcore Ifradites dad in 
ntotiming, who were going to bewail the ruin of the city 
and temple, h« entice^ them to, Mizpeh, where he niur 7 
dertd'-fh&j’asvi threw their a "wirfell- But 

» his return ho the Jfamjf'bf' Ammpn, srith a number of 
prilopers which he mask at Mizpeh, among whom were 
fome princelfde of Ttrdahi whom At Babytoniih general 
had*teft with (Jedali^h y t hd was pathied 'by' Johanam, 
and fohie ofliet wnreW captains, who refeued ill the 
'' * r ~ 'hug to fly for his fifr. This bar- 

^prtrflbd tnc Jewilh officers and the 
“ I an ajiptehenfioa of the 'p*. 

think pf 
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firm* l^ird,' that if 
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they reached the city of Tapbnea, Jeremiah began to 
fotetel the reduction of that pbceand the defolation of 
that kingdomby Nefeuchadneauar 5 which happened ac¬ 
cordingly. What became of Jeremiah, it not known 1, 
fome fuppofe him tohave been Honed by his countrymen: 
to that fuppofition is mere conjecture. 


T H E 

EXPLANATION OF 

sot O'M o N’s TEMPLE 

AND OP tHI 

CITY OF JERUSALEM. 


F OR the right underftanding the defcriprion in the 
plate, we ihall lay down the following preliminary 
obfervations: 

I. Firft. The temple of Solomon, which flood on 
Mount Moriah, being our chief and proper objedt, we give 
the place or ground-plot of it whole and complete, juft 
as we conceive it to have been* 

II. Secondly. We pretend to no other knowlege of the 
temple, but what we toe “> Scripture in tenninis 5 and 
where that fails, we only beg to be allowed the ufe of cn- 
ticifm, and reafonable or plaufiWe conje£lure. As for an¬ 
cient authors, we have none to produce befides Jofc- 
phtts, and other Jews rather iff a later date. Now all 
we might learn fromthera, which has no foundation in 
Holy Writ, to us is no evidence afl- Much they knew, 
or nretobdeid to know, from tradition; but that, we pre- 
fume, is not to be depend upon. We know no monu¬ 
ments they had, bolides thofe we hawwrfelvwM* *“ d 
Hebrew tongue, properly trailed, tong a fort of dead 
at he tone thofe authors wrote, it may well be 
^Stcd whether toey, who had m> otowbooks to to m 
J bythan toofc thatarenowmufc, could onderft^dk 
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his v Hiftory 



btttsr then.thafc ) 
mightbe fljewn, that 

‘wordsheipr 

btf-«h6®Nw*. 1 ?v ss«: r " 

«Si'*fhhdlyi 
■wufc not allow that hte Has groennt a < 


i.ofSolomoB, but of a~ prophetic or emblematical 
Whether any body has ever 
pTe“toli 4 »e been of each fide 
ire 500 cubits, we do not know ; b&t that would be no¬ 
thing to Ezekiel's, which was $00 reeds, that is to lay, 3000 
cubfia, for it is well known that a reed was fix cubits; 
fo that here is. a difference,, as of fix to one, in their ca¬ 
pacity or iridbfure.* Thfc ftjdarebeing'adoC reeds, will 
/not give lefs than 12000 and odd cubits, Or about 4500 

bha’Can We^uppofe the tefopldtohave 4 *Sr'fofthatWis 
but part of that city? Befidca, Jofcphus, in the dimen- 
fions he gives us of Herod's temple,- which he had feen, 
and-was by far the largeft of the three, does not exceed <$ 
4'ftadia, or SQQpKea* in a word, n^ver pny real tem¬ 
ple,'built upon Moriah, was any thine near fo large as 
that temple Ezekiel law and delineated by infpiration. ~ 

> IV,. Fourthly. It jg known, that when die Hebrews 
did wosfblp* they tnrfafiil thepaild^t, towards the molt 
lolypteceor temple?- wow vie fearrtfrom What Ezekiel 
few, that it lay weftward, of its dpof 'hiftjjL entry* His 
W»i4s ayfe yer^ plain f ^ " Behtfid," he, ** at the door 
«| f the f$nplk were absflt ? fi«e-and-twehty itkrt, with their 
baths towards" the tejhpfe, and their faces towards the 

' .j$e _'jMSt'|p«B*ds' die eaft *” 
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‘ by TofeshttS', who fo far 
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,^r : prpp^:en a uiry-be. into what 


aistpfcfj yef 


pi 


s inatwr of So- 
tfcat all that is 
, it if'poffible many 
Kbit by the Scripture 
^-Wifebefi^by 


araBW 


*ds(a tiik|lq.< 
wherein 




Explanation of SoWmoiti ’tjptpk* 

wherein we only try to make foma near approaches' to¬ 
wards the truth j and upon this foot will now he ex¬ 
plained the federal particulars in the plan, before us, ac¬ 
cording to the indication of them by the letters in the 
margin, for the greater conveniency of finding out what, 
ever may fieem to want a review, or deferye to be more 
narrowly looked'or enquired into. 

We begin with the oracle (G),* where God fpake from 
between the cherubim* accordingly it is called “ the 
oracle of his holinefs,” or, as it is otherwife'tranflated, 

“ his holy oracle,” towards which the Ifraelites turned 
themfelves when they worihipped; and this was a fquare 
room of 20 cubits, as appears from i Kings vi. 2. 20. 

1 Chron. iii. 8. 

The holy place, or fandluary, 40 cubits long, and ao 
broad, as is plain from 1 Kings vi. 2 and 3. where it if 
alfo called the temple of the houfe. For the houfe might 
properly be the name of the two apartments* but that of 
the temple, the proper name for the fecond apartment * 
however, the length of both thefe together, being the 
houfe and temple of God, was fixty cubits. 1 Kings, 
vi. 2. ' 

Before the fanftuary flood a porch-: “ Twenty cubits 
was the length thereof, and ten cubits was the breadth 
thereof,” as is faid ver. 3. and fo far we hare a certainty 
from the books of Kings and Chronicles. To which we 
may, if needful, add the authority of Jofephus. 

. Whether there was a wall betwixt the temple and the 
porch, is not mentioned in Scripture ; if there was, the 
whole length of the temple, computing the cubit at 
twenty-two inches, did not exceed no feet, the breadth 
amounting to 36 feet 8 inches. 

In all probability there was a wall between’the temple j 
and the porch $ but the holy, or external, part of the 
temple, was fieparated from the moft holy by a ftrong and 
rich veil-, yet Jofephus pofitively affirms, that befides1 this 
veil, Solomon caufed a partition-wall to be built; and the 
book of Kings implies that chains, bars, or bolts were 


placed 


(G) In Hebrew, Jeiir, as if 
One flnufat fay locutosi.nn, or 
Jptaking-fUct. ’ For.: them it 
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placed acrofs die oracle* an esprdEon that feems tode- 
note that there was a partition with doors. iKingsvi.21. 
.hamfort. The chambers* built agaiull the walls of the temple and 

the oracle, were each “ five cubits broad, and alfo five 
cubits highbut of their length we find nothing re¬ 
corded. Jofephus tells us they were thirty in number. 
Ezekiel fays, The fide chambers were three, one over 
another, and thirty in orderfo.that thirty being multi¬ 
plied by three, according to the number of Itories in the 
firflt book of Kings, thofe chambers will amount in all to 
ninety, called the nethermoli, the middle* and the third. 
Concerning their ufe, we find nothing mentioned but 
that “ Joalh was hidden in the bed-chamber” belonging 
to the temple. Taking it then for granted, that they were 
chiefly or frequently intended to lie in, we may venture 
to fay that they were fufficient for that purpofe, efpecially 
thofe of the middle and third (lory. 

“The door for the middle chamber was in the right 
fide of the houfe j and they went up with winding-ftairs 
into the middle chamber, and out of the middle into the 
third.” We therefore imagine an opening was left in the 
thicknefs of the wall for a pair of ftairs to go up to the 
fecond (lory of the chambers about the temple, and alfo a 
paflage from the temple to the porch. 
ftrth. In the porch were thofe celebrated columns or pillars, 

with which it was adorned by Solomon. “ He fet them 
up in the porch of the temple,” and " he made before the 
ttlumns, houfe two pillars,” and “ he reared up the pillars before 
the templewhith expreffions taken together, imply 
that the pillars were before the temple in its porch. But 
it is not quite fo eafy to align the height of them. In 
one place it is faid of Solomon, “ He call two pillars of 
brafs, eighteen cubits high a piece.” In another we read, 
“ He madfc two pillars of thirty-and-five cubits high.” 
This Teeming inconfifteocy between the two hiltorian* 
may be accounted for, if we fuppofe the pedellal or balls 
of the, columns to have been ] 7 cubits high ; this, added 
to the. 18 cubits (i Kings vii. 15.—Jerem. lii. 21.) for the 
Ihaft, will make exactly 35, the number mentioned, 2 
Chron. Hi. 15. Laftly, taking from 1 Kings vii. 16. five 
*»Atbapi- cubits, being the height of the chapiter, we (hall have the 
true height of tire pillars, tig. 40 cubits. It is true, that, 
in another place, (2 Kings xx*. 17.J the height of the 
.chapiter is laid to have been 2 cubits v but here we ap¬ 
prehend we bate the dimenfioa of the chapiter only, 
ftriEUy fo called cothtteth in tbfc Hebrew, or crnuHing, 

which 



■which is expreffed to have bceri * cu^ts j and there u 
left to be underftood the “ wreatben -work on it round 
about,” which filled 2 cubits more, both which funis 
added make that of 5,' the number fet down before by 
the fame author. We can fay but little concerning the 
thicknefs of the (haft of thole pillars, only that “ a line 
of twelve cubits compaffed either of them round about j” 
and therefore the diameter was 4 cubits, the proportion 
of 12 for the circumference. But it may be farther ob- 
ferved, that one of the pillars was to be feen on the right 
of the porch, and called Jachin, and the other on the left ***** 
called Boaz. Now Jachin fignifies, he Jhall iflabltjh ; and 
Boaz implies, Jlrtngth is in him. <w ™ 1 *’ 

The altar for burnt-offerings (landing before the porch Altar. 
and anfwering to another in the tabernacle, was “ In 
length two cubits, and as many broad, befides ten cubits 
high” 1 }” and fince no fteps were allowed in the tabernacle 
to go up to the altar", it ought to be fuppofed there were 
none for that ufe in the temple, hut only an eafy afeent. 

Of the court itfelf we muftbwn, it is our opinion, that Court's A i 
it extended at firft all around the temple. Thus was the mtnfmi. 
court about the tabernacle an oblong fquare, “ the length 
thereof being an hundred cubits, and the breadth fifty every 
where.” Now, as we find no dimenfion of the court in 
the temple, all we can allow is, that this lalt court was 
twice as big as that in the tabernacle, becaufe it appears 
that king Solomon kept pretty near to that proportion it* 
the building of the temple itfelf. Again, as in that ob¬ 
long fquare the tabernacle flood weftward, fo that the 
court had on the eaft two third parts, or more, of the 
whole fpace. We conceive the court of the temple, as So¬ 
lomon at firlfc built it, to have been much the fame. 

But a wall is placed here, on the weft fide of the court, WaU. 
before the porch, for which no warrant will eafily be 
found in that part of Scripture which Was to be our 
guide in our prefent enquiry, and therefore it does not 
feem to be built upon any fure foundation. __ 

A new court is plainly mentioned in hiftory. Thus The unr 
we read, that “ Jeholhaphat flood in the congregation of 
Judah and Jerufalem, in the houfe of the Lord, before 
the new courtSome will have it to have been the 
court of priefts repaved, as indeed the altar was, by king 
Afa, and therefore called the New Court. 

>, King., vili. «♦* Colt * Ch/oo. “ 1 Ch "* 

iv. 1 . , » £xod, **. * 6 . * s Cbrou. a*. J* 
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Explanation of Sohutotfs Tetnpki 

Solomon is faid to have “ built the inner court with 
three rows of hewed ftone, and a row of cedar-beams 
but what thefe rows were, it is not fo eafy to explain ; 
to us they appear to have been a kind of parapet-wall, 
four or five feet high (confining of three rows of ftone, 
one upon another, and a fourth of cedar-beams over* 
them),^ fuffieient to keep off the people from being a 
hindrance in the court of priefts, but low enough for the 
Ifraehtes without to fee all the pnefts were doing within. 

With refpecf to the feveral entries into the court, we 
place them over-againft the gates, that are faid to have 
been in that court where the people met for their fulemiv 
devotions. 

This was called the Great Court, becaufe of its extent, 
comparatively to that of the priefts, which was a good 
deal fmaller; both of them are called th,e Courts of the 
Houfe of the Lord “. And it is faid, that Solomon himfelf 
built the one as well as the other. “ Furthermore, he 
made the court of the priefts, and the great court, and 
doors for the court, and overlaid the doors of them with 
brafs. Jofephus, not thinking this metal valuable 
enough, has made a tranfmutation of it into filvcrP; and 
has, at no other expence than his fancy, built a large 
court, upon a mount raifed on purpofe, four hund'rd 
cubits high. It is eafy to prefume he has fpared neither 
columns nor porticos, nor any embellifhrnents that a 
fruitful imagination could fuggeft, to adorn it with. 

As to the gates, there were three on three fides of 
the temple, eaft, north, and foutb, befides two on the 
weft fide. Thefe gates were kept by wardens, trufted with 
power and authority, who had under them a number of 
Levites ; for we read, “ Among thefe were the divifions 
of the porters, even among the chief men, having wards 
one againft another, to ferve in the houfe of the Lord; 
and they caft lots, as well the fmall as the great,—for 
every gate.” We have nothing remarkable to fay concern¬ 
ing the north and eaft gates; but, juft by that to the 
fouth, we find the houfe of afluppim 9 5 and what this 
houfe was is not eafy to determine (Z). 

Concern- 

’ % Kings xxi. 5, Pjofeph. Ant. lib.viii. cap. 3. s 1 Chron. 
XXVI. 15. 


(Z) The radical verb afap, 
figtlifies toadtl, affemhle, or ga¬ 
ther -together, and the feveral 
nouns derived from it keep all 


this primitive fenfe. It ap¬ 
pears that there were, near the 
gate we have been fpeaking of, 
two houfec, or diftmft apart¬ 
ments, 



Explanation of Solomon's Temple. 

Concerning the other apartments in this court of the 
people, though we are ignorant of their form and litua- 
tioji, wc have ilifpofed of them at the four coiners of the 
temple, leaving to every one to fix and rcprefi.nt them as 
may he thought moll pi open Thefe chambers Ih.ouhl be 
carefully diitinguilhed from thole already mentioned, 
which immediately joined the temple ; for, hefides that 
thefe kilt were very final), and do not l'eem to have been 
capacious enough for thofc ufes the others were put to ; 
the diflerence of their names makes it probable that thefe 
chambers were different. Thnfe -about the temple are 
called Jatziagh, and thefe in the courts Lrfliacuth ; and 
the chief porters were over thefe chambers, or, -as in the 
margin, “ llorehoufes and tieafuries of the lmufe of Clod.’’ 

Let us now conlider the gates to the welt, whielt de- 
ferve particular attention. Thus fays the texts; “To 
Shuppim and Hofah the lor came forth wetlward, with 
the gate Shallecheth, by the caufey of the going up, 
ward againlt ward ; and at Parbar weltward, four at the 
caufey, two at Parbar r .” As to the firlt at fouth-well, the 
name maybe applied, according to its etymology, to what 
comes out like a projection, as we call it fiom tlie Latin, 
or a jutting out in a building. 

When the name of Shallecheth is given to the gate we 
are here fpeaking of, we fee it, at the fame time, joined to 
a caufey. This was a bank, terrace, or bridge, that led 
lip to the temple. And here, it feems, Humid be placed 
the mifghad, made for the temple, by the king, the 
traullation calls it. pillars in the text, bur, in the margin, 
rails (Hebrew, a prop)’, and, in another place, it bears the 
name of melilloth, rendered by terraces in the text, hut, 
in the margin, flays (Hebrew, highways ); the fenfe of 
all which comes to one fignification ; for the ground 
without the temple feems to have been very uneven; and, 
in order to make the approach to it not only commodious 
blit delightful, Solomon contrived an avenue over the 
valley, one end of which aiilwered the gate of ShalL- 
cheth, and the other the palace, over-agmfi. the fouth 
lide of the temple, to the north of Mount Sion. It is in 
this difpofal or order we are to conlider what is called 


SiChron.xxvi.i6. r Ibid. ver. iS. • i Kings x. j. 
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Explanation of Solomon’s Temple. 


“ his afcent, by which he went up into the houfe of the 
Lord which afcent was built by Solomon, in fo coftly 
a manner, that it was looked upon with admiration by 
the queen of Sheba, Thus have we aihgned a caufe why 
this gate fhould be called Shallecbeth ; and as there was 
the greateft coneourfe of thofe about the court, and, in 
general, from the high city, here were two dill in ft guard- 
houfes, parallel to one another, one under Shuppim, and 
the other under his co-partner Hofah. 

But, the fecond to the weft, towards the north of the 
temple, was for the inhabitants of that part of the city 
that has fince been called the Lower ; and this gate was 
called Parbar, the way leading to the fuburbs from it, 
named, in Scripture, Parvarim. Now, as the temple 
might he more expofed on that fide than any where elfe, 
and there was a very great coneourfe of people, the out¬ 
let of the road, near the ga^e, was guarded by four Le- 
vites, and the gate itfelf by two more. But now let us 
yet urn to the temple by the terrace-gate. 

Co-vert of Here we find “ the covert for the fabbath,'and the king’s 
the fab- entry” adjoining to it; for we read, that “ king Ahaz 

' cut off the borders of the bafes, and removed the laver 

from off them, and took down the fea from the brazen 
oxen that were under it, and put it upon a pavement of 
(tones; and the covert for the fabbath, that they had built 
in the houfe, and the king’s entry without, turned he 
from the houfe of the Lord, for the king of Affyria.” 
We prefume fomew'hatof a commentary on this paffage, 
as to the two things here mentioned, will pot be unac¬ 
ceptable to the reader. 

'Mufac. We muft firft form to ourfelves an idea of this covert, 
nailed in Hebrew, mufac. Sacah is to cover , and mufac, 
C covering or veil. As for the thing itfelf, we muft look 
for what may telate it among thofe things that were built 
by Solomonin the temple. At the time of its dediration * 
“ he had made a brazen fcaffold (in Hebrew it is kior) of 
five cubits long, and five cubits broad, and three cubits 
high, and had let it up in th# midft of the court; and 
upon it he ftood." It might be in the (hape of an he- 
mifphere, or hollow veffel, almoft like the concha, or 
triumphal car, of the Romans,; but whatever might be 
thjs kior, it muft of neceflity have refted upon, or been 
Supported by a pedeftal or column. 

Joafh, when he was proclaimed king, “ flood upon the 
pilfer f this is the true meaning of the Hebrew " ; the 

, I t ChR». vr, 1J, « “nay •jN *iay homed al hamoud, 

fume 



Explanation of Solomon’s Templt. 


fame turn of cxpreflion already made ufc of in relation to 
Solomon, although in the tranllation it is “ by a pillar;” 
and, what is very remarkable, the text adds cammifliphath, 
according to the manner , that is, as the kings were ufed to 
do in the temple, in their ufual place or throne, Jofiali, 
in order to renew the covenant, “ flood upon the pillar',” 
according to the text; and this fame pillar the king flood 
upon, is even in our tranllation called “ his plate wherein 
he ftood r.” This place was very fit and proper for the 
king, who appeared there at the head of the Ifraelites, in 
their court, in the midfl of which the hiftorian has fixed 
the throne “before the altar.” But it wall nut be amifs 
to obferve, that the king did not Hand or fit there, when 
he came to the temple in the form of a humble fuppli- 
cant to the God of Ifrael, or to afk his counfel; for in this 
cafe it feems the kings were mixed and confounded among 
the croud of their lubjetls. However, the throne was 
the ordinary feat upon all folemn occafions, when the 
king appeared before the altar. And there alfo it was 
young Joafh was feated, in all the pomp of a king, at his 
inauguration. So the hiftorian fays, “The king flood 
upon his pillar at the entering in, and the princes and the 
trumpets, 8tc. 1 ” Our tranflatinn here again fays, 11 lie 
ftood at his pillar but we do not chufe to vary where 
the text is uniform. 

Secondly, Upon this pillar was a fort of alcove, or 
fmall gallery, made much in the fame fhape as our pulpits. 
This reded on the central point of the convex fide, upon 
the pillar ; there the king might either fit or (land, and 
turn himfelf about to the temple, altar, or confecration, 
as he had occafion, as is obferved of Solomon at the con¬ 


fecration of the temple “. 

Thirdly, The kior feems to have been covered, as is 
at prefent the throne of our kings; and for this reafon it 
was called mufac, which may be explained by canopy, 
or cloth of fate, this third part denominating the two 
firft 

But it is not eafy to conceive for what reafon, to the 
idea of covering, is joined that of fabbath. fhe word 
Jabbath properly is reft, and, figurat.vely, the folemn day 
on which they did reft. If we take it in the firft fenfe, it 
muft only be underftood, that the mufac covered the 
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Explanation of Solomon's Temple. 


place where the king refted or fat down (A), everyone 
elfe ftanding m ; if we take it in the fecond fenfe, it may 
imply, that the kior, or throne, was covered with the 
mufac, or cloth of Jlaie, only on the laft day of the week, 
the day of reft or fabbath ; and then it was laid up till the 
next fabbath-day, utilefs fome high feftival intervened, 
that required the king’s prefence in the temple (K). 

Solomon's We fljall no t here undertake to deferibe exaftly the 
ftrufture, nor even the fituation, of the porch built by 

; Solomon. It only appears in general, that it might reach 

or extend itfelf from the gate, where ended the terrace 
by which the king went up from his palace to the temple, 
and that it was carried forwards in a ftrait line, as far as 
over-againft the mufac ; but then in going to the mufac 
joining to the wall of the court of priefts, there was a 
turn to the left, and that turning will precifely be the 
mebo, or ling’s entry. It is to be fuppofed the porch from 
the gate Shallecheth, as far as this entry, might be a 
common paflage for the ufe of the public, as well as for 
the king ; but from the turning to the throne, it was the 
king’s entry properly fo called; which confequently was 
adorned and enriched much more magnificently than the 
reft. For this reafon Ahaz made ufe of it, as well as of 
the “ covert of the fabbath,” to buy the affiftance of the 
king of Affyria. Not that we are to think, that Ahaz de- 
ftroyed the whole building ; but as we read of Hezekiah", 
“'that he cut off the gold from the doors of the 
temple of the Lord, and from the pillars which he had 
Over-laid, and gave it to the king of Affyria Ahaz fol¬ 
lowed his example, “ taking away a portion out of the 
houfe of the Lord namely, “ the king’s entry and co¬ 
vert for the fabbath.” 

This hypothefis of the fituation of the mufac, or royal 
throne.willclearupacircumftance in Jehoafh’s inauguration, 
otherwife very difficult to be underftood p . That prince, 
by Jehoiadah’s means, having been proclaimed in the 

Di iChron. vi, 3. » 1 Kings xvyi. , (. ? 1 Cbrun. xxviii, 

ai, t a Kings xi. pa. 1 T. a Chron. xxiii. pafT. 

• (A) The feventy interpret mufac was furely a very rich 
ters feem to have taken it in and valuable piece of work, 
this fenfe; for they tranflate fince Ahaz made ufe of it with 
the covert of the ubbath by a defign to glut the avarice of 
r# 9 ifuXiw T?{ icaMfya;, the faun- the king of Affyria, whom he 
station of the chair , or fear. had very imprudently called to 

(K) It may give fome air of his aid agaiuft the kiitg of Da- 
probability to this fecond con- mafeus. 
jefture to take notice, that the 
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temple, the noife was heard by Athalinh in her palace ; 
from whence fhe, in hafte, ran to the temple by the ter¬ 
race-walk, which for her was the readied and fhortefl 
way. She went in at the gate Shallecheth, and trolled 
what we have called the poitico or porch of Solomon, at 
lead: that part of the court, where (food in arms the Le- 
vites, according to the directions of the high-pried i. 
They, feeing the queen, but having no particular orders 
concerning her, allowed her to advance, fo that Ihe drew 
nearer; and, coming ns far as the “ king's entiy,” or di¬ 
rectly over-againd it; “ fhe looked r , and, behold, the 
king dood upon his pillar at the entering in s , and the 
princes and the trumpets by the king.—Then Athalinh 
rent her cloaths, and faid, Treafon ! treafon !” Here¬ 
upon the high-pried, Jehoiada, ordered the command¬ 
ing officers to “ have her forth of the ranges;” which, 
according as their armed .Lcvites store poded, couhl not 
more conveniently and with greater furety be done, than 
in opening the ranks towards the gate of Afuppim, which 
was over-againd the king’s entry to the foutli (L)« By this 
cate then Athaliah was thrud out of the temple imme¬ 
diately ; and, the better to hinder her frum returning to 
her palace, they conducted her towards the fields, through 
theeadern gate of Jerufalcm, called Miphkad, orPrifon- 
eateS then, turning to the right by the corner “. down to 
the Horfc-gate *, ealtward of the palace, thereabouts the 
was killed. Soon after, the high-pried brought the king 
from the temple to the palace, by the way of the gate of 
the guard, and thence through the great or high gate of 


<1 i Kings xi. 5. it- 
t Nehem. iii- 31. *''• 3 , 9 
16, 1 CUran. xxiii. >5- 

(L) Being divided in three 
parts, the Levites had three 
different polls joining to one an- 
other( 1) ; one third part was to 
guard the king’s houfe, or a- 
partment, next to the temple, 
fouthward; another to be at 
the gate of Sur, or turning, 
which feems to be that ot 
Afuppim, whereat the king 
turned to his throne. It is in 
deed, called by another name, 
but very like it in the Hebrew, 

(,) Sec X Kings xi- 5, ’ 

jtv. u. Kings i. $. 


r z Kings xi. 14 - * * Chron. xxiii. 

» Jerem. xxxi. 40. * x Kings xi- 

Neiiem. iii. »8. 


viz. the gate of Sippim, where 
our verfion has doors or thnf- 
bolrl. The laft was at the gate be¬ 
yond ihe guard,or runners (2), 
which feems to be that ot Shal¬ 
lecheth. For the king coming 
to the temple through this 
gate, any one may fee, that 
there was their proper datum 
in the avenue. It is alfo call¬ 
ed “ the gate of foundation, 
becaufe of the projection there 
made with the terrace. 

Cbron. xxiii* 4- W * Sam " 

I i 3 that 
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that palace r, Some underftand by this high gate, a gate 
of the temple; hut ihere was no luch gate in the temple' 
till the reign of Jotham, of whom it is faid in exprefs 
terms 1 ; “ He built the high gate of the houfe of the 
Lord j” which is generally taken to be that towards the 
eaft. 

Thofe, who have been converfant with all the pompous 
defcriptions of Solomon’s temple, which are every day 
exhibited, will be furprifed to find this come fb vaftly 
fhort of the boafted magnificence of that building. But 
let it be remembered, that, as this was defigned to con¬ 
tain no more than could be met with in, or fairly deduced 
from, the Scripture ; fo the reader will at lead reap this 
benefit from it, that he will now be better able to judge 
what is, oris not, authentic in other plans of this ftruc- 
ture. 

A Defcriptim of Jerufakrn. 

ht origin It is a general fuppolxtion, though, as we prtfume, witli- 

andHarms. out: an y f 0 ]i(J foundation, that Melchifedeck’s Salem flood 
in the fame place, where afterwards was built the city, 
the fubjefd of our prefent enquiry We will not under¬ 
take to decide the queftion ; but fhall only take notice of 
the habitations of the Canaanites, who dwelt here, and 
in the adjacent parts, under the names of Jcbus and Je- 
bufi. David, having taken \ r ,rom them the mountain, 
upon the top of which was their Itrong-hold, made it his 
place of refidence ; and this is commonly called Zion, or 
the city of David. Under Solomon the name of Jerufa- 
lem either firft began, or firft got the better of the other} 
but there being no fure reafon affigned for this, nor any 
determined fignification affixed to the name, we will 
dwell no longer upon thefe uncertainties; fuffice it to 
obferve, that it was generally diftinguiffied by the appel¬ 
lation of “ Jerufalem the holy.” 

frtatr. It is no eafy matter precifely to determine the extent of 
this city in its different changes. Its moll ancient (late 
of perfection was in the reign of its founder’s fucceflor, 
we mean Solomon; in whofe time this city, before em- 
bellifhed by his father David, appeared in its greeted 
luftre; and there is no great likelihood that it was en¬ 
larged by thofe that came after him. The general and 
indeterminate defcriptions to be found in the authors of 
thofe times, will not permit lis to fettle with any exatt- 
nefs, the Ijmits of Jertifalem. We will, however, ven- 

r i Chron. xxiii, 20. * > Kings xv. 35. & 1 Cliron. xxvii. 3. 

tur« 
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ture to fuppofe its circumference, at lirft, to have been 
about feven or eight ftadia, or a Roman mile. It was cer¬ 
tainly twice, or probably three times, as large under Solo¬ 
mon. After the captivity, this city, being rebuilt, took 
up much tlte fame fpace as before; as may be gathered 
from Nehemiah’s defcription of the ruins, and its condi¬ 
tion after it was repaired. According to Jofephus, the 
■whole circumference of Jerufalem was thirty-three fta¬ 
dia p ; which is about four miles and one hundred and 
twenty-five paces. But Hecateus, who has defcribed it 
fuch as it was in his time, under Ptolemy LagusS, gives it 
no lefs than fifty ftadia', probably including the out-parts, 
which properly did not belong to it; for there is no rea- 
fon to believe, that there was any confulerable dccreafe 
from the time of Hecateus to that of Jofephus; fo that 
we muft Hand to the meafure of the laft of thel'e : we 
will only add, that Hecateus’s aflertion, that there were 
in Jerufalem one hundred and twenty thoufand inhabi¬ 
tants, fecms probable enough (M). 

Jerufalem was fituated upon hills: of the ft-, the two Situalii*. 
largeft, Zion and Acta, were direftly oppulite to each 
other ; and on Moriah Solomon built the temple. Of 
the two firft we will take a more diftinft view, beginning 

with Mount Zion. , 

This hill bounded to the fouth the whole circumference, 
and reached from weft to eaft. The weftern fide was 
higheft, and circumfcriled by the valley of Ilmnom (N), 


P Bell.Jud. 


1 Diod. Sic. lib. i. ' Jofeph. contra Apion. 


(M) His words are, - twelve 
myriads ; now a myriad is 
ten thourand. According to 
Jofephus, one million one hun¬ 
dred thoufand -men, 
ixttlov perilhed 10 the 

liege, befides ninety-feven thou¬ 
fand taken prifoners during 
the war; he adds, that in 
Ctefias’s enrollment at the 
Paifover were reckoned two 
hundred fifty-five thoufand 
fix hundred lambs. Now there 
were not lefs than ten men to 

each lamb; fo that the number 
of thofe that were purified ac¬ 
cording to the law, befides the 
reft, muft have been two mil¬ 


lions five hundred and fifty-fix 
thoufand. , . 

(N) Ge-hinnom, fo it n 
called in Jolhua, from Hin- 
nom a man’s name. In the 
books of Kings it is 11 the val- 

leyofthefons,” “or children of 

Hinnom and it is faid, that 
in thi3 valley was Topbeth, 
where the children were made 
to pafs through the fire in ho¬ 
nour to Moloch. Upon this 
account it is thought the place 
took its name,from the tears 
the children Ihed whdft burn¬ 
ing, and from the noife of the 
drums which were beat, m or¬ 
der to drown their lhneks. 
. • Bu 

I i 4 
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it the Caftern was by that of Jehofhaphatwhich, it h 
thought, joined the other towards the fonth’. Here were, 
feveral fprings, particularly that of Gihon or Shiloah ", 
which afforded exceeding good water. To the north of 
Zion, was another valley named byjofephus “ the valley 
of the cheefemongers;” probably the fame as that dif- 
tinguifhed in Zephaniah * by the epithet Machthefh, tranf- 
lated by the Septuagint tm K«rttxixoMfatrtir, that was cut 
in, or made hollow. 

Acra (O), with the faid valley to the fouth, flood to 
the north of Zion ; its declivity was equal on every fide. 
Upon Zion, flood the High City, in the authur’s time 
called the High-market-place. The Lower City ftnod 
upon Acra; but, before that period bore other names. 

The principal quarter was called the City of David r, on 
the top of Mount Zion, towards the weft. This was a 
fortification which inclofed that king’s palace; and it is 
likely that near this, afterwards, flood that of Herod, 
which ferved as a citadel 1 .' To the weft of the fort was 
Mizpah, or Mafpha ; the difficulty would be to prove that 
Mizpah was a part of Jerufalem, as we are allured that 
near it was a fmall town which bore that name 1 . Thefe 
are the words of Nehemiah b ; “ Shallum, the fon of Col- 
hofe, ruler of the Pelec of Mizpah, repaired the gate of 
the fountain.” Now pelec in Hebrew is a and fo 

may fignify a dijlriil, ward, or quarter, fubjeft to a parti- 


r Vide Joel iii. a. * Kimclii in loc. • i Kings i. 33. 
a Chron, xxxii. 30. “ Ifaiah viii. 6. Johnix. 7. * Chap. 


I. 11. t a Chron. xxxiii- 14. 
a 'Jtrem. xl. io. >> Nehem, iii 

But the text in Joihua fhews, 
that the valley bore this name 
long before it was put to fuch 
an ufe, if ever it was put.to it 
at all. If we believe Mai- 
monides, and other rabbies, 
the children were made to pafs 
through the dames only, as 
being, by that ceremony, con- 
fecrated to the idol. In later 
timet, the carrion was thrown 
into this valley ; and when it 
did not wafte away faft enough, 
frequently burnt. This has 
given room td fix upon the 
word Geetma (which repre- 
firnts in Greek, and Latin the 


Nehem xii. 37. * Bell. Jud. 

• 15. ‘ 2 Sam, iii. 29. 

Hebrew word) the notion of 
hell fire. 

(O) This name feems to be 
borrowed from the Greek 
an eminence ; and fometimes 
a citadel, or fortrefs. ft is 
well known, that there was 
one built upon this hill by An- 
tiochus, and afterwards laid 
even with the ground by Si¬ 
mon. And to this reafon it 
muff be aferibed, that Acra had 
beenfince diftinguifhed by that 
name, notwithflanding the 
Targum fometimes makes ufe 
of this expreflion, the Acra, 
that it, the citadel, of Zion. 

culae 
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cular junfdiaion ormfpection, in the fame manner as 
•fhebets a rod, figmfies a tribe. The Chaldee dialed 
makes ufe of pelac, and pileca, in the fame fenfc as is 
here given to pelec. The Arabians give this name, which 
they pronounce felec, to a fpbere; f u tha t it would be a 
pret y g°°d tranflation of WfllK U,farijh, as it denotes the 
neighbourhood round about. The Septuagint tranflate it 
here part, or portion ; but every where elfe in this chap¬ 
ter it is a wefixaf®-, circumference of land, a diftriff of 
more or lefs extent.- We (hall therefore venture to fair 
that Mizpah was one of the quarters of Jerufalem, and 
that it was divided into two parts; that we arc fpcakinrr 
pf, to the weft, and the other, where flood the arfenal 
and where Ezer was ruler s , to the eaft of the fortrefs. ' 
Another quarter, divided into two parts, bears the 
name of Jerufalem f , which had two rulers, each of half a 
quarter. This is the part which Jofephus " calls the city 
with refpeft to the citadel; and both together made the 
upper city. There were three other quarters, which 
might be looked for in Acra, viz. Bethakerem, Bethzur, 
and Keilah. 


4*1 


As for the ftreets, in Hebrew Hhouzoth, all we know strceln 
concerning thofe of Jerufalem, is, that as there was one 
bearing the name of Haophim, that is, Bakcn-Jlrcet ; fo 
there might be others, which bore the names of other 
trades -, thus the valley in Jofephus’s time, was called 
Tyropeon. 

Rehob properly is an open place ; in the Rehoboth, ac- Placet, 
cording to Ezekiel x , were built the high-places. In the 
book of Either r , an officer of the king of Perfia goes out 
to Mordecai, in the Rehob of the town, over-againft the 
gate of the palace, which feems to have been made ufe of 
by the courtiers as a walk. In the Rehob of Jerufalem z , 
Hezekiah affcmbled his generals, and made a fpeecb to 
them. The people were gathered together by Ezra 1 in a 
Rehob of the temple, and the prieftu and Levites by He¬ 
zekiah in the eaflern Rehob ; we mull fuppofe thefe two 
to have been parts of the vacant fpate that furrounded the 
courts of the temple. Laftly, there was a Rehob near 
the Water-gate h , which muft have been very large, fince 
it contained all the people of both fexes, that flocked thi¬ 
ther from all parts, in order to hear Ezra read the law. 


» VideNehem. iii. ■ Nehem. iii. 9. * Jofepb. Bell. 

Jud. 1 Ezek. x?i. *4. Y Either iv, fi._ * a Chrofe 

xxxii. 6, a Ezra X. 9. b Nehem. viii, «, 4. 


upon 
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upon a fcaffold, or ftage, erefted upon this occafion at 
one end of the place, in fuch a manner, that Ezra had 
the whole affembly facing him. 

If we have not yet taken notice of Millo, it is becaufe 
we do not find it in Scripture diftinguifhed by any of the 
above mentioned names, nor indeed by any other appella¬ 
tion than Millo. When David took from the Jebufites 
the top of Mount Zion, he then “builtround about from 
Millo and inwards,” fays the text of Samuel ", where it 
is cafy to underftand, a caftle was built on this mount, 
fnrrounded with ftrong walls, and probably of a circular 
form. This building had on the ealt what is called Millo, 
and on the other fides was bounded by the hill itfelf; in- 
fomuch that the city of David was within Mount Zion on 
the north, weft, and fouth, but was bordered eaftwards 
by Millo (P). Although it is faid in the text, “ Solomon 
built ityet the context fhews, that he only made an 
end of it, or repaired it; and as much did Hezekiah in 
his timef. Who the firft was that built it, we do not 
know j but it feems to have been a work of the Jebufites, 
whofe government was almoft a democracy, like that of 
Athens. 

SmUngs. Let us next vifit the public buildings in Zion : the firft 
that offers itfelf is the palace of king David, on the top of 
the mount in the midft of a fortrefs r. There was a flight 
of fteps, or ftairs, to go up to it 1 ; to the north of thefe 
fteps flood the tomb of David, of which Jofephus tells 
many wonderful ftories at the end of the feventh book d!' 
his Antiquities. At the bottom of the fteps was the 
houfe of the Mighty". This probably ferved as a guard- 
houfe to the palace. 

Next was the arfena], or armoury, at the turning of the 
wall b , in Hebrew called mizkoah ; but the arlenal itfelf, 
by a compendious expreflion, or way of fpeaking, was 
called hannefhek , for nefhek is a weapon, or arms . The 
word baith, a bovfe , muft therefore be underftood. 

Not far from the arfenal, and more towards the middle 
Of the city, was the palace of a high-prieft • and lower, at 

* » Sam - »• 9 - coll, i Cliron. xi. 8 . * a Chron. xxxiii. j, 

T 2 Sam. * 9, & fcq. * Nehem. iii.i 5 . * Nehem. iii. 16. 

• Nehem. ni 19, 

(P)^ The truth is, *all the cation of Rehob, and a greas 
connoifleurs ami critics in the many other terms in Scripture, 
Hebrew language, are as ig- about which they have bewil- 
norunt of the meaning of Mil- dered themfelves in a labyrinth 
lo, as they are of the of childiih conjectures. 

a very 
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1 very little diftance, we find the houfe of Azariah, a plan 
of dittin&ion of the tribe of Benjamin. 

With refpetl to the royal palace, the books of Kings 
mention three houfes built by Solomon : the fitlf they call 
the houfe where he dwelt; the fecond, the houfe of the 
ioreft of Lebanon; and the third was that which he made 
for Pharaoh’s daughter: but this laft we fuppofe to have 
been only a fpacious apartment (N) added to the firft 
houfe, whole fituation it is not very difficult to fix. For, 
on one fide, this palace was almoft parallel to the water- 
gate and, on the other, there was a communication be¬ 
tween it and the temple, by means of the terrace built by 
Solomon over the valley ( . • Perhaps the fecond was a 
fummer retirement, finee we have it upon record, that 
Solomon built it in the foreft ; and this is all we know of 
the matter®. 

Not far from this palace was the mattara, tranflated 
prifm h ; but it feems to have been a fpacious place or tri¬ 
bunal : for, in the court of this mattara, Jeremiah was 
confined ; but at the fame time was allowed a good deal 
of liberty, finee it was here he made the purchafe of an 
eftate in prefence of feveral witneffies, who figned the deed 
q£ agreement h "We read, moreover, that afterwards the 
prophet was taken going out of Jerufalem, and by Zede- 
kiah’s order transferred to the mattara again, where he pro- 
phefied in the hearing of all the people ; and the prophet 
remained in the above mentioned court till the taking of 

Jerufalem k . „ , 

It is faid that the Nethenims dwelt in Ophel, ealtward, 
near the valley. Then followed the hall, or place of the 
merchants or retailers, harokelim', who feem to have 
been the fame with the collybifta:, or money-changer}, a 
fort of dealers very ufual at the gate of the temple, whither 
abundance of ftrangers retorted from all parts. 

Little is faid concerning the walls of the city. After 

David had taken “ the ftrong hold of Zion, he called it 
the city of David, and dwelt in that fort, having built round 


e VideNehem.iii. 16. f • King! vii. pa(T. 

* Nchem- iii. * 5 - cd11 - Jerem xxxii. a. 

- ill 1 a 


* Nchem- ill. *5- eon. jc.c... - - 

1 1, Sc feq. k Nchem. m. at. - 1 lbld ' 


«i Chron. viii. <• 
' jerem. xxxii. 


(N) Beth is often taken in 
that fenfe, as when Rebekah 
'runs to her mother’s bed, 
apartment, or lodging: and fu 
is the houfe of the women to 


be underflood in the book of 
Either, the faid houfe pro¬ 
bably not being feparate from 
the king’s, but part of it. 


49 * 
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about Millo and inward.” Solomon and his fucceflors 
took'nolefs care to improve thefe, and to add new works; 
concerning which *the hiftorians have left 1 us no particu¬ 
lars, excepting that Hezekiah built up that part which 
had been demolilhed by Joalh, king of Ifrael ; and added 
another without. Man a (ft h likewife is recorded to have 
“ built a wall without the city of David, on the weft fide 
of Gihon, in the valley, even to the entering in at the Fifh- 
gate, and compaffed about Ophel.” 

In ancient Jerufalem the gates, or (haharim, were ten 
in number, viz. five from weft to eaft-by-fouth, and five 
Others by north ; here are their names, as they are to be 
found in the text and tranflation : 


By fouth, i. Dung-gate, 

2. Fountain-gate, 

3. Water-gate, 

4. Horfe-gate, 

5. Prifon-gate, 

By north, 1. Valley-gate, 

2. Gate of Ephraim, 

3. Old-gate, 

4. Fifh-gate, 

5. Sheep-gate, 


Haafpoth. 

Haain or-en. 

Hammajim. 

Hafouflim. 

Hamiphkad. 

Jfaggai or -ge. 

Ephraim. 

Haielhan- 

Hadaggim. 

Hazon. 


As to that which is called of the Valley, the entrance 
Was on the weft ■, by this gate Nehemiah went out of the 
city, in order to vifit the ruins of Jerufalem -, he likewife 
placed himfelf upon this gate, or upon the wall clofe to 
It, when he made the dedication of the rebuilding of Je- 
rufalem, by a double •proceflion of the people, one half 
going to the right, or fouth, the other to the left, or 
north, in order to come by the eaft to the temple. The 
.I$pr&-g3te is placed to the eaft by Jeremiah h , and it was 
through it that Athaliah went from the temple to the pa- 
W; but we muft confefs it is not fo eafy to aftign the 
Caufe for which the Dung-gate is omitted on this account; 
however, it is fpoken of in the rebuilding of the wall; 
Wild when Nehemiah viewed the ruins, it is again men¬ 
tioned by the name of the Dung-port*. 

A$ to the Water-gate turning to the eaft, it is likely it 
anfwered the fouthern part of the palace, by the place or 
{Square in which Eera read the law to all the people*. 

The Prifon-gate is, in Hebrew, Miphk’ad k . This word, 
u kept in the tranflation, fignifieg and by 

jSS. * » Kings xi, jj. Sc ftq. kNehem. 
ahitj, <1 feq. I Ibid. iii. »j. 

dtduftioa 
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k deduction, judgment, cerrefiitm, ward, prlfon. It is alfo 
called the Gate of Mattara, in our tranflation, Prifin-rate 1 . 
It ftuod eaftward of the palace and city*both. 

It is plain the Gate of Ephraim took its name from it? 
fining the highway leading to that tribe. This may 
lerve to afcertain the truth of the fituation we have given 
of the city. 3 

The Sbeep-gate furnifhes us with means of explaining 
the word tsTfaCcninri, in the Gofpel according to St. John*, 
where our tranflation has, “ there was a pool near the 
Sheep-market," in the text, and gate in the margin, viz. 
dfofd., or -stimh- And the tranflation in the text fcems the 
moft probable; for a fheep-market was there near the 1 
gate of the fame name, and fcems to have JSeen betWesii 
the gate and the pool of Bethefda, on the north-eaft of 
the temple (T). 

Laftly, the Fifli-gate" anfwered to one afterwards built 
in the new city, called the Gate of Joppa, a fea-port on the 
Mediterranean. 


Thefe we think, are all the gates of Jerufalem, either 
as it Hood before the captivity, or as, after the return 
from it, it was repaired by Nehemiah, 

The towers, as mentioned by Nehemiah, were four.' 

Indeed it is faid ofUzziah 0 , “ He built towers in Jeru¬ 
falem, at the Corner-gate, and at the Valley-gate, and at Towirfr 
the turning of the wallbut how many he built is not 
faid. However, the names of the bid four towers were 
Meah, eaftward ; Hananeel, north-eaftward; Hattanou- 
rim, of the furnaces, weftward ; and Ophel, fouth-eaft- 
ward. The firft-named of thefe was alfo the firft-built 
near this they puffed, going to the Sheep-gate, in the dedit 
cation of the walls s; the fecond, called Hananeel, lay 


1 Nehem. iii. 15. ™ Job" v. *• Nehem. xii. 39, 

Kings xiv. 13. ’ * Chron. xxvi. 9.. p Nehem. ui. 

s Nehem. xii. 39. r ->- 


* ' 

(T) Though Jofephus does difeovers fome old arches, tier* 
not mention it by name, yet dammed up. Thefe feme will 
he places a pool ■ thereabouts, have to be the five porches m 
Mr Maundrell found a large which fat that multitude of 

empty bafon, of which he gives lame. See. The pool W contl- 
the following defeription : “ It guous on one fide to St- 
is lao paces long, 40 broad, phens gate, on the ot er 
and at leaf! B deep, but void the area of the temple 
of water. At its weft end it 

(1) Maundrell’s Journey to Jeru&lem. 
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more to the north 5 and tlil third quite to the weft. 
From beyond this tower they went, in the dedication, to 
the broad wall f. Laftly, from the fourth, Ophel, a ward 
fo called and the wall ilfelf joining to it ', took their 
name ; but properly it is a tower % fuppofed to be \e./j 
high, ufed perhaps as a watch-tower 1 . It is faid kingMa- 
nafTeh railed it up to a great height u ; and of this tower 
Jofephus fpeaks, when he fays, “ That the wall, palling 
through Ophlas, was carried on fo as to join the eaft por¬ 
tico of the temple x .” 

In mentioning fprings and waters in or about Jeru- 
falem, it may not be amifsto give the following deferip- 
tion of the pool of Gihon, from Maundrdl: “ It lies,” 
fays he, “ about two furlongs without Bethlehem-gate, 
weftward ; it is a ftately pool, one hundred and fix paces 
long, and fixty-feven broad, and lined with wall and 
plaiter, and was, when we were there, well ftored with 
water.” This remark helps us to underftand the better 
what is related of Hezekiahr. “ He Hopped the upper 
water-courfe of Gihon, and brought it ftrait down to 
the weft of the city of David.” Thefe naturally ran to 
the fouth and eaft out of the city ; but the king turned' off 
the courfe of th'is ftream, in order to make it run towards 
the weft in Zion. According to the Targum, Gihon is 
the fame as Shiloh; neverthelefs, it is plain there were 
there two pools, fince Gihon is named the upper pool. 
Now as there was aiower pool, this laft might be Shiloh, 
of which the upper was the fpring. Notwithftanding, one 
might be apt to think that Gihon was only a bafon, orre- 
Ifervoir, into which the water came from En-Rogel, that is 
to fay, the FulUr’s Fountain, where Adonijah offered his 
facrince 1 at the time of his afpiring to the throne. In 
die time of Hezekiah the water of Shiloh, or Gihon, was 
brought into the city, and, in all appearance, when the 
city rofe again from its ruins, it was reftored to the fame 
advantage: it is no wonder, that* Tacitus places here 
fontem perennis aquse. 

-»The king’s pool is mentioned in Nehemiah, as being 
bear the Fountain-gate, that is, to the fduth-weft of Zion, 
l&js called by Jofephus the pool of Solomon, and de- 
frribod winding towards the eaft. Ifaiah fpeaks of the 

Y t f Ifchcm. xiL j8. <3 Ibid. ijl r Ibid-37. ;*Conf. 

& &ibak. ii. 1. t’liaii. xxxii. 14.. in the margin. ■ 1 Chron. 
kxxiu. 14* Belt. Judg. y » Chron, xxxii. 30. 

!$!&**• *1 >*■ 


old 
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old poolwho ft water had been made to run between the 
two walls, and might be the fame as that made by Heze- 
kiah, barely called the pool made which might be named 
kthe artificial pool; not but that it was a natural fpring, 
mut becauft art had been made ufe of in order to make it 
water the caftern parts of Zion. However, one of the 
molt renowned fources of jerufalem Was the brook of 
Cedron, whofe head fpring did not run very plentifully, 
for in fummer it was generally dried up ; but in rainy wea¬ 
ther the quantity of waters falling from the mountains in- 
creafcd it fo prodigioufiy., that it rather looked like a 
river than a brook. In the Hebrew its name is pro¬ 
nounced Kidron, as our tranflation has expreffed it; and 
where it is faid, “ King David puffed over the brook 
Kidron, toward the way of the widernefs 1 .” 

We flatter ourfelves we have faithfully reprefented Je¬ 
rufalem as it anciently flood, from about the times of 
David to the Babylonilh captivity; for though it may be 
objefted, that Nehemiali, from whom moft of our proofs 
^re borrowed, lived ftveral years after the return of the 
Jew®, yet it mull be allowed that it was not raiftd upon 
any new plan, but only rebuilt upon its ancient founda¬ 
tions. The walls, indeed, had been pulled down, the 
cates burnt to aihes ; but the remains, or at leaf! fome 
marks or out-lines of them all, were Hill to be feen, and 
parts of ftveral of them were ftill fubfiftmg. So, as we 
read in Neheminh r, “ the breaches were flopped, the 
buildings re-edified, and the whole city reflored, as much 
as poffible, to its former condition. 

tlCai. *x. ii. ■Nehera- iii. i6> * a Sam. xv. 13. rChap. 

i». 7. coll. vi. 1. 
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